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Hello Connection Readers and Writers!
I hope your summer has been fantastic so far. This monsoon has certainly
been exciting and I am happy to report that Arivaca Lake is discharging over
the spillway for the first time since the winter of 2011.
We will continue to “tweak” the Connection layout over the next few months
to accommodate the new format, so please feel free to send comments and
ideas throughout the process. The feedback has been valuable.
As you can see, we still have an abundance of political letters, which is probably reflecting the country’s greater engagement in the process. I would like to
thank our conservative and progressive writers for sharing what they believe in
a civil and polite way. If you do not see something that represents YOUR view
in here...write! Just identify yourself and keep it polite, that is all we ask (the
Arizona Daily Star asks for a lot more: phone number, mailing address, email).
I cannot publish the letters that I do not receive!
Connection is an “open forum” newspaper, which means that YOU are the
journalists, artists, writers and poets. This is your space to get your ideas,
thoughts and inner selves out there in print in our community. We do not
cover specific events because that’s just not our shtick.
So send ‘em in to SAZConnection@gmail.com on or before the 20th of each
month, and join your voice with ours!

Kristen Randall
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Arivaca Yesterdays
Arivaca in the 1930s By Mary Kasulaitis
As the 1930s wore on, most people
in Arivaca continued as before. The
federal government began establishing programs to put people back to
work. One of those locally useful programs was the Civilian Conservation
Corps, the idea being that infrastructure would be created or improved
while providing assistance to young
men who otherwise had no prospect
of jobs. In this program, roads, water
development, fire trails and recreation
areas were built, all across the country, but mostly in the West in the National Forests. A camp was started in
1935 at Peña Blanca, southeast of Arivaca. Something like 150 young men
at a time populated the camp. The first
group was from Texas and Oklahoma.
Locals weren’t hired, except for a few
specialized jobs such as bookkeeping
and trainers, who were experienced
men recruited from the local construction industries. The young men built
the Nogales Ranger Station and made
significant improvements to the Ruby
Road over the mountain to Nogales.
Specifically they created drainage
ditches and culverts and shored up
the edges, so that it was finally a relatively safe road. This was particularly
important during the period that the
Ruby Mine was active. At that time
the Peña Blanca Lake did not exist.
Groups came and went over the years
until the camp closed in the early 40s.
The WPA was another program that
made infrastructure improvements,
but in Tucson, not in the Arivaca area.
Another program created by the federal government in 1936 was the
Rural Electrification Administration, which brought power to the far
reaches of the country through loans
to cooperatives. However, Arivaca
did not receive this power until the
mid-1950s when Trico Electric Cooperative started running lines into
the area, but it has made all the difference in the world to life in Arivaca.  
When the Ruby Mine reopened in
1934, life changed for the better in
Arivaca. There were jobs to be had
and the income was often spent at
Caviglia’s Café and the Mercantile.
Sadly, there was a constant stream of

job seekers even after the mine had full
employment and they had to be turned
away. For those who were working,
a family-style culture developed in
Ruby that is remembered fondly to this
day. Dr Woodard’s medical services
extended to Arivaca. A competition
grew up between the softball teams of
the two towns: the Ruby Tigers and
the Montana Miners, aka Ruby Miners, and the Arivaca Cowboys. They
played teams from Nogales and Tucson. The girls too had teams: the Arivaca Rancheritas played “the girls of
Ruby,” since apparently the reporter
didn’t know their team name. At Ruby
they played on the tailings, but Fred
Noon also constructed an extra field
at Oro Blanco. Sometimes there are
lots of games going on at once. Reporting on these and other events were
students from Sopori School who belonged to the 4-H Club. Thelma Kinsley, Erlinda Badilla, Norma Angulo,
Antonia Encinas, Josephine Jackson
and Felicidad Rodriguez were the reporters. Many local events like rodeos,
roundups and parties were part of the
articles they published in the Arizona
Daily Star in a column called “What
people of neighboring communities
are doing,” as often as twice a month.
(Thelma is Danny Stewart’s mother)
The community events promoted
a spirit of good cheer. A Cinco de
Mayo fiesta was celebrated in 1935
in which a number of baseball games
were played, as well as a horse race
promoted by Angelo Caviglia. Angelo’s horse won but in other competitions he was not as lucky. The races
were held at the Alamo Park field a
mile east of Arivaca on Noon’s ranch.
All these activities inspired the locals
to request a Deputy Sheriff for when
the festivities were over and no one
had gone home yet. Having a sheriff around sometimes got in the way
of the fun, as when 12 slot machines
were found in Continental and Arivaca
and gathered up by Sheriff Ed Echols.
No arrests were made, as the officials
were waiting for the owners to claim
them. The 50th wedding anniversary
the G.W. Barnes’ was celebrated with
a grand march and an orchestra from
Tucson at a dance in Arivaca, attended by 300 people. Reports in the Tucson newspaper from the “Bystanders

Club” reveals some typical Arivaca
activities, such as partying frequently thanks to Angelo and his bar. Who
penned the reports is anonymous.
Now that Prohibition was over, drinking too much was part of life in Arivaca
and perhaps in the country as a whole.
Sometimes it got out of hand. Clinton
Northrup was reportedly found by a
couple in Tucson lying on their couch
in a state of dead drunk. He thought
he was still in Arivaca. Apparently
he had been looking for a friend and
walked into the wrong house, where
the front door was unlocked. Many
years later Clinton was not so lucky,
because he died in fire in his house in
Arivaca in the mid-1950s and is buried in Arivaca cemetery. It makes you
wonder: one Ross Cartier, a druggist
from Washington state, was found in
Arivaca after being mysteriously missing from Tacoma for 3 months. His absence was unexplained. Who knows?
There were other mines working in
the Oro Blanco and Arivaca Mining
Districts. In fact, the 100 biggest mine
producers in Arizona in 1937 include
Ajax, Las Guijas, Ruby Mine-Eagle
Picher, and the Oro Blanco mines.
(Arizona Republic, Nov 21, 1936.)
At the Ajax in October 1936 a miner named Alberto Soto was killed in
a cave-in when the ceiling dropped
on him. Apparently the roof of the
tunnel was not shored up sufficiently and it was later claimed that one
timber could have saved him. He
left a wife and three small children.
Regulations to prevent this kind
of accident were still in the future.
The Soil Conservation Service in the
Department of Agriculture was another government program that has
had lasting impact on the topography
of Arivaca cienaga. It was created
in the wake of the Dust Bowl, when
tons of topsoil was lifted by winds off
the prairie of the Midwest, due to unwise farming practices combined with
a drought and terrible dust storms.
There had been so much overproduction in the 1920s when the agricultural economy was down. What could
be done to prevent this in the future?
First, government aid in the form of
education, loans and grants to support
better conservation practices was taken advantage of by local ranchers. In
the mid 30s, Charlie Boice built dikes
across Arivaca Creek to hold back the
water and direct it to the south side
of the valley where he built a small
pond. Moving the Creek was not popular with the town residents who had

used the waters for washing and drinking. Eventually that meant a well had
to be provided (courtesy of Charlie
Boice) and piping provided. Another
rancher built a spreader dam across a
large wash that feeds into the Creek
to direct its flow. Due to the Taylor
Grazing Act of 1934, fencing was promoted in the interest of controlling
grazing. Fencing pastures within a
property allowed fields to be rested.
Active education programs informed
farmers and ranchers about the choices they could make. Later renamed
the Natural Resource Conservation
Service, this agency is still in the business of assisting farmers and ranchers in conserving the land they own.
Arivaca Ranch owner Charlie Boice
got in the news in another way: in
1935 he fenced off the Arivaca-Sasabe
Road, making a detour necessary for
Arivaca residents. You had to use a
trail along the foothills. Exactly why
he did it is not known, but it had to
do with the State land pasture that he
leased for cattle in that area. Obviously, there was an outcry and officially
protested and Pima County eventually
made him take it down. In that same
area, he and Eva Wilbur Cruce continued their feud on the land and in the
courts. But she was not the only person in that family: her uncle Charles
Wilbur had been pressuring the County
for years to make improvements in the
road between Arivaca and Highway
286 in the Altar Valley, partly in the interest of mining activity and the needs
of large trucks. The road had been officially dedicated in 1928 but it wasn’t
in good shape and was often impassible in bad weather. In 1937, after a
petition signed by more than 100 local
people, the County finally ordered the
Engineer to do the road work as soon
as possible and then maintain it afterwards. It was not paved until the 1970s.
Continued
  

next

time.

TUBAC DENTAL
Brian Kniff, DDS.
General & Cosmetic Dentistry
A Good Cup of Coffee

Great People to Serve You!

(520) 398-8408
Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley!

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents
(living within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!
-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of
aid:
$200 in assistance every six months
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check us
out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)398-3033, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring
invoices from vendors
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Connection

Letters

Dear Senator Jeff Flake

T

he proposed health care legislation
is a massive job killer. Some of the
job losses will be obvious: Remove the
ability of 400,000 Arizona health care
consumers to pay, and you hurt Arizona health care companies. Rural facilities will be hit especially hard. Strip $2
Billion from the labor-intensive Arizona
health care market, and you’ll eliminate
tens of thousands of health care jobs. Including jobs recent grads rely on to repay
their student loans.
Other job impacts will never be seen,
but they’re no less real. I have co-founded three bootstrap startups in my career.
Two of them ultimately cost me and my
family money, but the third one succeeded. That’s the nature of start-ups. We live
by the mantra “fail fast, fail cheap, move
on”.
The successful company brought millions
of dollars into my family and into the
Southern Arizona economy. Almost all of
that revenue came from out of state, most
of it from out of the country. My business
is a successful exporter of technical services. But I might never have founded the
company if I had faced the private health
care market that would exist under legislation passed by the House and contemplated by the Senate.
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When outsiders look at start-ups, they
often see only the reward part of the
risk-reward calculation that goes into the
founding of every company. That’s the
interesting part, and it’s the part founders
promote. We talk about what we envision
our company becoming. We pitch the glory of the products and services we offer.
But before we start our companies we also
consider what risk we will take, and how
to limit that risk so if the venture fails we
live to found another day.
Every time I throw my lot in with a new
venture, I willingly risk the time I expect
to invest before reaping any reward. I
willingly risk my share of the cash required to develop, deploy, and promote
products.
But under the proposed health care regime, prospective founders will also put
at risk the health of their loved ones. How
many new companies will never be created because the child of a potential founder has diabetes? How many great business
owners will remain trapped in corporate
jobs because that’s the only way they can
afford health care for their families?
I urge you to vote no on the current health
care legislation. In addition to the hardship it will inflict on families, it will cause
massive harm to the business environment in Arizona. And no amount of figleaf amendments will fix what is a fundamentally flawed approach to the private
health care market.
Sincerely,
Kevin Sharp

Aug 6: Life in the Company of Strangers, Diane Farone
and Ann Rangos, Janie Pogan, music
Aug 13: Safe, Brave, and Open Spaces for Deep
Democracy, Caryl Hanson and Jean Richon Santa Rita
Chorale
Aug 20: This I Believe: Healing the Heart of
Democracy, Members of the Congregation, Janie
Pogan, music
Aug 27: The Third Reconstruction, Fred Ginocchio and
Karen Kluge, Nancy Turner, piano

To editor Kristen;

Dear Kristen:

I

P

have been on a sabbatical of sorts...it
has taken nearly three months, but my
heart surgery is now complete and I am
on the road to recovery. Alls welll that
ends well!!!
But, sadly, news from the Trump front is
still as astonishing as it is damaging to
our society - from his stance on health
care which is in support of the Republican plan to give a huge tax cut to their
rich supporters at the expense of the
poor man's access to affordable health
care, to his action removing the United
States from the Paris
Accords climate change agreement,
again at the hehest of the rich fossil
fuel corporations and the removal of
the United States from the Trans Pacifc
Partnership our national policies are on
an ominious trend,
Domestically things are just as terrible
as they are on the international scene Trump's kakistocracy is in its full damaging mode from Scott Pruitt direct
from the swill that is Oklahoma politcs
to his destruction of the EPA, to the
worst Attorney General of my lifetime,
to Betsy DeVos who is improbably the
head of the Department of Education, to
the coterie of his advisors Jared, Reince,
Bannon the demolition of our government is continuing every day.
On the state level our two Senators, McCain and Flake, are supporters of the
Republican rich care proposal which if
it was in the interest of the people would
jot have any difficulty being adopted by
the Senate. It is dismaying to recognize
that your neighbors are responsible for
their election.

And now we learn that His Supreme Idiocy has been carried away by his dominating narcissism and he has allowed
himself to engage in a one on two private discussion with the ignominious
and evil Putin and a Russian interpreter
at the G20.. This action is certainly a
new measure of his incomparable stupidity!
Have I recommended SPILLOVER by
David Quammen? It is worthy of a second mention!
David L. Divine

resident Trump is the only world
leader to have the courage and intelligence to stand up and say no to the globalist climate change cartel. He looked
at the surface temperature data collected
by NASA that the globalist elite were
using as the basis for there illegitimate
theory. He saw that data had been tampered with and was inaccurate. He also
looked at temperature data collected by
satellites that had not been tampered
with, was accurate,and, did not show
any global warming. It is wonderful to
have an intelligent president instead of
dim wits like Clinton,Bush and Obama!
Paul Price

I

t seems to me that the majority of
the readers each espouse that the
current rhetoric in the public domain
is unacceptable. Some then go on to
accuse the 'other side' that they are at
fault, using 'facts' that they believe are
accurate because they support their
agenda without ..actually.. verifying
these facts. I am probably as guilty as
the next guy because I don't do all the
homework I should. But it is surprising how many 'facts' are a figment of
someone's imagination.
Like Ms. Hotten, I too had a terrifying
experience in the deep South during the
troubling times of the 50's etc., and I
approved of trying to correct, both publicly and in business, this discrimination factor from the 60's into the 2000's
. After an extended attempt, years , at
hiring black men to do the physical
labor required of the job, I had found
that, generally, these unskilled laborers
would rather collect unemployment
while other minorities, from the far
away south, learned the underlining aspects of the jobs and started their own
businesses. I am proud to have helped.
I am no saint but am proud of what my
guys were able to accomplish.
This brings me to BLMatter.... I agree
that Black Lives Matter and agree that
all lives matter. However, this does not
fit in the narrative of the BLM organization based on the public statements
their supporters have given in the past.
We are all aware of these statements
...some accept these statements as their
right to show their lack of success and

basis and etc... while others wonder
why only some have found success.
We as a country have tried to change
the condition minorities live... we have
tried to help in education, given preference in government contracts, helped
with housing and a whole lot more....
for how many years...how many decades...? And I'm sure that this help
will be permanent or meets with success.
And yes... Black men have the highest
population in our prison system and
one reason is because they lack representation ( fact ???), with the judicial
system we have in place ? We could/
should say..it is because they don't have
representation in the HOME.. not given a god fearing social understanding
?? Let's face it... the underprivileged
section of our country needs HELP...
a way out of this condition BUT how
do we accomplish this task... We, as
a country , have tried to pay our way
out of this condition. Do we need to
bring back the draft? The services
have been extremely successful in
shaping a young kid from a poor background...I'm an example.. Unless we
can present 'responsibility' as a way of
life we don't stand a chance in HELPing the underprivilege section... OR I
should say underachievers.... for they
certainly have a lot of privilege as we
all have these priviledges..
To end my tyrant...until BLM stop
calling for the basic destruction of our
society ( fact), I will actively call for
its down-fall...( By the way ... who
supports BLM... certainly not the underachievers... it would be interesting
... maybe someone should do their
homework ..? ) Maybe Juan Williams
or Ben Carson or Tiger Woods or C
Thomas SCJ are the ones lolol... Oh!
that's right they examine and think ! Do
you think we should put Max Waters in
this group....maybe NOT What do you
think...?
Just some thoughts.
Greg Wedemeyer

pares an elected official to Hitler, no matter what side of the aisle they’re on. It’s
more important now, than ever before, to
be informed by more than ‘gut feelings’ or
intuition. Understandably, not everyone
has the time to become an expert of all
things, but the relentless backlash I hear
from those who desire to criticize the Black
Lives Matter movement is extremely ignorant and disheartening as an American.
First of all, let’s clarify some things: Black
Lives Matter is a grassroots movement that
was founded, not to create some Washington think-tank, or an army of lobbyists, not
for a non-profit board of trustees to financially benefit from one of the pressing social issues of our time. The BLM movement
has one over-arching goal: to affirm the
validity of Black life. It doesn’t state black
lives are supreme, or matter more. It’s only
saying they matter.

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

The facts bear this out. People of color
make up about 30% of the total U.S. population, yet 60% of the U.S. prison population. We’re witnessing case after case of
Black lives (often those of children) lost to
law enforcement. Every time our legal system validates an officer’s decision to take
a life, it’s a method by which the judicial
system invalidates that black life taken.
Black and Latino people are 3 times more
likely to be searched during a routine traffic stop than a white motorist. 58% of African American youth (yes, those under 18)
who have been convicted in criminal court
are sent to adult prisons. African Americans make up about 14% of U.S. drug users, yet for the last 30+ years they make
up 37% of all drug arrests. Black arrestees
routinely receive longer sentences for the
same crime, compared to white offenders.
Black lives are systemically met with suspicion, and all too often met with unjust
force in our society. This is a scar on our
nation’s legacy which we will forever bare,
but we must do better than bare it. We must
work to heal it. It starts by saying, unapologetically, unequivocally, and without caveat: Black. Lives. Matter.
Yours, Ryan Kelly

T

Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

To have the audacity to typecast an entire
ethnicity into a category based on supposed personal experience is not only ignorant, it’s racist. The false narratives used
to label people of color as “unskilled”, or
claiming they would prefer to “collect unemployment”, are hurtful on the deepest of
levels. Again, the goal of BLM is to validate
black lives. False narratives and ignorant
labels directly invalidate the struggle of
people of color, a struggle that needs to be
heard, acknowledged, and understood, if
this country is to make progress.

Re: Greg Wedemeyer,
he nature of political rhetoric and the
privilege with which we espouse our
views in this country allow for the quick
devolving of dialogue into ignorant shouting matches. It’s only a matter of time
online before political opposition com-

Viga Covers

Kristen,
hank you for the articles "Letters" in the July Connection. It
was refreshing to read interesting
and intelligent "Letters". I'm 84 and
have been reading the Connection
for several years. About two months
ago I told my wife to stop picking up
the Connection at the Green Valley
library as I was tired and appalled
of reading demeaning articles from
persons about elected officials, politics and government agencies. I
think a lot of people have forgot
what it means to be a true "Patriot"
of the USA.
Duane Huckleberry

T

enjoyed a letter that you agreed with.
Connection is “open forum,” which
means if you send it in, we print it.
Our content also tends to skew more
towards Progressive rather than Conservative. I cannot publish the letters
that I do not receive, so the only way
to remedy that is to write!
Obviously there is a lot of division in
America today, and you can see that
reflected in many aspects of our society today. Connection is merely a
microcosm of this. Please see my article on page 14 where I delve into the
politics of divisiveness a little further.

Hi Duane, and thank you for your Thank you for contributing!
readership. I am so happy that you

Connection
War is Not a Football Game
by Georgia Hotton

W

hile the United States is playing
world policeman, China is playing world investor and winning thereby hearts and minds all over the world.
The Chinese system encourages rapid
economic growth—primarily through
building infrastructure—without restrictive constrictions based on hypocritical perceptions of human rights
and economic best practices. They are
building roads, high speed rail, schools,
and hospitals all over the world. Americans are supporting military bases in
more than 100 countries.
In 2013, China had invested $107 billion overseas, of which $7 billion had
gone into Israel alone —not bad for a
country of just 8 million people." (p.
163, "Easternization: Asia's Rise and
America's Decline" by Gideon Rachman. Following number references are
to this book.)
"The new African Union headquarters
in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia,
had been funded entirely by a $200
million grant from China."(223) China
is reported to have built 42 stadiums
and 52 hospitals in Africa along with
new highways and railroads. (225)
The United States has turned Libya
into a failed state, a "mess" according
to Obama, and made it easier for Africans to use Libya as a jumping off
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point in trying to get to Italy and on
into other European countries.
"In 2007, the United States set up a
military command group focused on
Africa..."(234) One of its largest airbases is in Africa. Its largest embassy
is mostly underground in Baghdad.
The U.S. embassy in Kuwait is mostly underground which was guarded by
Syrian mercenaries who didn't particularly like Americans. On the other
hand the embassy of India in Kuwait is
an impressive building adjacent to the
Persian Gulf.
The American embassy is primarily focused on selling U.S. products, mostly
military. The Indian embassy's primary
goal is to protect the rights of its citizens working in Kuwait.
The U.S. is engaged in "war games"
with South Korea and with NATO. In
the meantime Russia and China have
been conducting "joint exercises" in
the South China Sea, the Mediterranean, and the Baltic Sea. (200) When
the U.S. Was conducting air strikes
over Libya, the Chinese navy was able
to rescue approximately 30,000 Chinese who had been working there.(226)
The U.S. has approximately 60 treaty alliances to defend others, including Japan, Taiwan, and the 28 NATO
members.(152) Are we really prepared
to commit American lives and trillions
of dollars to defend Taiwan or the
Ukraine or Japan? How vulnerable are
the 50,000 troops stationed in Japan,

the 28,500 stationed in South Korea,
the thousands in Afghanistan, the 6,000
in Iraq, the large contingent in Kuwait
just a few miles south of Iraq and within very easy missile range of Iran? Or
what about the smaller contingents stationed in hot spots throughout Africa,
South and Central America as well as
Syria and Yemen? Is 250, the number
of Americans killed, the defining number before major military escalation?
Reagan seemed to think so when he
pulled Americans out of Lebanon.
Can we afford to be the world's policeman? What contributed to the downfall
of the Roman Empire? The implosion
of the USSR?
Maybe it makes more sense to seek
common ground with one's opponents
rather than treat them as enemies. We
have similar challenges including
"global financial stability, inequality,
corruption, cyber-security, jihadist terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and climate change."(263)
Maybe we should learn to listen to the
horse whisperer.
The Answer

M

y thoughts are spinning like a
mini tornado over a field of dust,
why can’t the prosperous of the world
acknowledge that all Humans are born
with the same senses, emotions and basic needs? Why does love seem to shun
the woes of the hungry and the unfortunate? Is god’s promise that we are
all born equal just another myth? How
many more children must die from
starvation and disease? How many
more mothers must suffer the pain of

loss and guilt? How many fathers must
suffer the depression of helplessness?
I think about the obesity of the lucky,
and the ignorance of those who choose
to live in houses clad with complacency. Why do so many leaders of starving
Nations feed their bellies with greed
at the expense of the plight of the innocent? I look to the Universe and ask
my God, “How can the parched sands
of neglect turn to the bread of life”?
The answer is swift, ‘Plant seeds of
hope, water the soil with the tears of
the unfortunate, harvest the crop with
hands of compassion, share the bounty with unconditional love then knead
the dough with the peace of unity’. Mt
thoughts return to an inquiry from reality, ‘Surely this answer must be the
formula for a Miracle?’ I thought, tomorrow I will share the answer with
the world, I hope they will listen!
John D. Coutts

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you
every month. For only $20, you
get a year’s worth of Southern
Arizona’s Open Forum Community Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203,
Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________

Caviglia-Arivaca Public Library
~What’s Happening~
August 2017
Saturday August 5, 2017
11:00AM at the Old School House
History of the San Xavier Mission
Join Patronato docent Craig Reid on a journey through
the Spanish mission period. He will highlight missionaries
who impacted Mission San Xavier and how the village
people adapted to the many changes. You’ll also enjoy
the fascinating story behind the restoration of the statue
of Mary -Immaculate Conception- in October 2015.

Saturday August 12, 2017
1:00PM
Native American Flute Circle

Sweet Aurora Vixen,
Your 22 months on this earthly plane taught us all how to love deeper and
find joy in even thte smallest things. We are bereft without you, but you
are a gift, and you changed this world in your fierce way. -Love Kristen

Kathryn Twinfeathers will lead our Native American
Flute Circle down the path of musical harmony. No
Flute needed- we have several to share. This is the
perfect class for beginners!

Wednesday August 16, 2017
3:30PM
Caviglia-Arivaca Library Book Group
Drop in and join our discussion of:
YES is better than NO
By Byrd Baylor
All are welcome!
Brontide plural brontides: A sound like that of distant thunder, some of which may have seismic origins.

Trico is offering a
FREE Energy Saving Workshop!
We’ll teach you how to save money by reducing energy usage throughout your home.
There will be raffle prizes and everyone who attends will receive a small door prize.

Saturday, September 9, 2017 from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Trico Electric Cooperative
8600 W. Tangerine Rd., Marana
RSVP no later than Friday, September 8th
by calling 744-2944 Ext. 1524, or email Efficiencyprograms@trico.coop.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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The Legendary Balls And Silver
Plates Mine
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By Hard Rock Bob

L

ike so many mysterious and legends
that abound in the the mountainous
areas surrounding the small retirement
community of Arivaca. The story of the
Minas De Las Bollas (Mines of the Balls)
and Planchas De Plata (Plancha meaning
flat iron plate) adds to its once violent and
adventurous past.
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over the spillway and an increase in Cienega water levels a few months down the road. Arivaca wildlfie and the town site will definitely reap the benefits of this stellar monsoon!

The famed John D. Mitchell first shed light
on this historical event in his 1933 book,
“Lost Mines of the Great
Southwest”. For whatever
reason he placed its location in the Magdelana District of Sonora. Mitchell
probably based his conclusion on the Planchas
De Plata story found in
Allen T. Bird’s 1904 book,
“Land of Nayarit”.
However, the only known
deposit matching the description of the famed silver discovery is in the Pajarito Mountains
of Southern Arizona.
I personally have seen one of the blackened, egg shaped balls in the pocession of
a friend, who lives in the Arivaca area. I
also have a large piece of silver that I found
near the Ruby Road. However,I know of
no other deposit containing the blackened,
oddly shaped, balls of silver.
Nevertheless, it’s overwhelmingly, certain

June 30th, 2017

July 30th, 2017

and

Bill’s
Gems and minerals
It might be hot out, but our
inventory is cool! Stop in!
Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

Top: Recent picture of the Arivaca Lake
Spillway, where water is flowing through
in the first time since the winter of 2011
Right: The waterfall below Arivaca spillway.
Pics: Eli Buchanan

the rounded nodules and slabs of Arivaca’s
richest silver deposit actually exists. Historians, as well as the Spanish and American pioneers, who first settled Arizona’s
rugged, unforgiving landscape in the early
days, have written about it’s location.
The original story concerning this strange
deposit takes place in 1730. According
to Padre Pfefferkorn’s diary, a Spaniard
was coming through the mountains above
the visita (visting place where the district
priest (Head Visitor)said mass) and Jesuit
ranchera (ranch) of Arizonac. Strangely,
he noticed a large mound of dirt partially
covering a rock that was glittering on the
exposed side. On closer examination, the
stunned discoverer cleared
most of the dirt covering the
rock and he realized it was
a massive piece of silver.
Immediately, he chipped off
pieces of the silver from the
large slab and he took them
back to his home in Mexico
where he secretly told a few
of his friends.
Eventually, in 1736, the
Spaniard led a group of
prospectors (gambucinos) and their Indian
peons to the rich discovery. They spent
several days exploring the area where the
sheet of silver originally had been found.
One evening, a Yaqui Indian returned to
their camp with a ball of virgin silver in
a yellowish host rock (caliche or clay).
Unfortunately, the following day, they
couldn’t find the source or load (outcrop or
main load containing the silver). However, the party found balls and slabs of silver scattered throughout the canyon. Juan

Fermin de Almazan found the largest piece
weighing 100 arrobas (2,500 pounds). In
addition to the massive sheet, the group
found various sizes of the precious metal,
from tiny pieces, to globs and balls weighing from 60 to 70 pounds. One source said
other lumps amounted to 200 arrobas.

iards themselves insist the deposit is in Arizona.

Later, load deposits containing rich veins
of precious metal were found and a hill of
silver they named San Antonial, after its
discoverer.

WHAT’S A DOLLAR WORTH?

When the word got out about the strike,
hundreds of prospectors converged on the
canyon where one of the richest silver deposits in Arizona history was discovered.

What’s a dollar worth? Seems like a simple
question & there should be a simple answer,
however there is no simple answer. Let me
paint you a picture of my dollar observations
& experiences throughout my life. I was born
Sept. 18, 1934 in a small Southeastern Michigan town called Dundee. The country was just
starting to emerge from the Great Depression.
My parents had few dollars. When I was born
they only had a blanket to wrap me in. Dad
had been finding odd jobs wherever he could
& even worked one day husking corn for fifty
cents. We finally got lucky when Dad got a job
in Monroe, MI at the Paper Mill. He worked 5
½ days a week for 24 dollars. We lived in town
& our rent was 18 dollars a month. This was
great because Dad said the rule of thumb was
not to pay more than 1 weeks pay for rent. Dad
had a chance to buy the nice 2 story Victorian
house next to us for 800 dollars. He thought it
was probably too much money for us.

Before long, the Spanish government conviscated the remaining balls, slabs and
loads of the extremely rich silver ore for
the crown and the mines were shut down
in 1741.
By the time the litigation was resolved, a
report says the surface ores and balls were
depleted. Whether or not the deposit was
totally worked out is contrarey to what later reports reveal.
Considering the fact, that the Jesuits played
a key role in having the Spanish miners removed from their claims. It’s likely they
profited from the tons of silver taken from
the canyon and mines located within the
mineral rich zone.
In 1763 the Jesuit Juan Nuntig’s Rudo Ensayo (Rough Essay) reports people were
still living and mining the rich silver deposits until the 1751 rebellion where men,
women and children were massacred by
the once friendly Pima Indians.
Nicolas De Fora’s description of Sonora
1766-1768-known as Inspector Ruby’s
Report,- talks about the “Las Bolas de la
Arizona”. It said the encampment was
abandoned a year earlier due to constant
attacks by the Apaches. So it’s safe to assume the mines were still being worked as
late as 1765.
This remarkable, historic document also
mentions the Jesuits owning a hacienda
where they conducted mining operations
in Mexico.
Unfortunately, it puts a dent in the preassumed idea they were forbidden by decree
to engage in the extraction of precious
metals from the rich mineral deposits surrounding their chain of missions.
Years later, the first American prospectors
returned to the vicinity in the 1850’s and
they recovered a large slab of silver weighing 2700 pounds, which clearly shows the
area still produced riches, centuries after
its discovery. Before they could resume
their mining activities, the Mexican government sent troops to the location and
they were ordered to leave until the actual
boundry between Mexico and the U.S. was
surveyed and established.
Mitchell placed the location where large
masses of silver and loads were found below the border betwen Arizona and Mexico.
Yet, historians, missionaries and the Span-

For now, it will be up to the ardent researcher and treasure enthusiast to unravel
the mystery of the “Legendary Balls and
Silver Plates Mine”.

June 15, 2006
By Sterling Kopke

When I was about 5 Dad got a job at the Ford
Motor Co., Tool Maker apprentice program in
Dundee. His pay went to 35 dollars a week. We
didn’t have a lot of money but gas was 6 gallons
for a dollar; cigarettes 15 cents, bread 10 cents,
milk 12 cents, etc. You could buy a new car for
600 dollars. Best of all there was no sales tax or
state income tax. Peoples’ incomes were so low
they didn’t even pay Federal Income Tax. The
only thing taken out of a paycheck was a few
cents for the new Social Security.
Everyone was pretty thrifty with their money
because there were no credit cards & not many
businesses gave credit. One of the few places
to borrow money was the local bank & you had
to have a pretty good reason. I was brought up
with thrifty sayings like: “If you watch how you
spend your pennies, the dollars will take care of
themselves; A penny saved is a penny earned;
Save some money for a rainy day; Money
doesn’t grow on trees, etc.”
In 1941 the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor &
the world changed. Dad quit his job at Ford’s
& started up a small machine shop doing war
work. Then at the Ford bomber plant in Ypsilanti, MI they started paying the unheard of
wage of one dollar per hour. That’s 40 dollars
a week or 2080 dollars a year. By the end of
the war Dad was paying his help $1.40 an hour.
In the early 40’s Dad bought a 3 bedroom
home, full basement, upstairs, plastered walls,
hardwood floors & a fireplace for 2500 dollars.
This is where I lived until I graduated from high
school in 1952.
In the mid 40’s my Mother would give me a
quarter for the movies. I could get in for a dime
& big box of popcorn for 15 cents. A haircut
was 50 cents. One summer
the carnival came to town & my Father gave me
3 dollars. I was rich, that was the most money
I ever had. I was rarely given a dollar, it was
always change but it was
enough. I graduated from high school in 1952.
My Dad’s business was slow so I got a job at
the Ford Motor Co. in Ypsilanti, Mi. I started
out at the top pay in the country $1.87 per hour.
That’s $74.80 a week or $3890 a year.

I got married in 1953. My wife & I rented a
house for 50 dollars a month. I hated giving 50
dollars a month for a roof over my head. I hoped
that some day I would own my own home & not
pay rent. Well I now own my own home & the
taxes & insurance are over 100 dollars a month.
In the first 2 years of our marriage we had a
boy & a girl. The doctor bill for the boy was
90 dollars & the girl was 80 dollars. Boys cost
more because they had to be circumcised. The
3 days hospital bill was around 100 dollars. So
for around 200 dollars you could have a child.
We had no insurance but you had nine months
to save for the bill.
My work was up & down & I hoped for the day
I could become a Journeyman Toolmaker because they made $2.50 an hour that was a whole
100 dollars a week. I finally became a toolmaker & in 1961 my wages skyrocketed to 3 dollars
per hour. I bought a nice, new 3 bedroom home
with a full basement, plastered walls, hardwood
floors for 9000 dollars. My house payment was
56 dollars a month & the taxes 113 dollars a
year. Propane heating gas was 13 cents a gallon.
My wife & I had more children & things were
going well. My wife developed asthma. After
several months of hospital stays the doctor said
if we didn’t move to Arizona she might die.
In 1965 I bought a new, 9 passenger Chevy
station wagon for 3275 dollars cash, taxes and
license (I still have the receipt). We moved to
Tucson, AZ & I got a job at a tool & dye shop
for 2 dollars per hour. We had to pay 125 dollars a month rent which broke the rule of thumb
for 1 weeks pay for rent so we had to move to
a 100 a month house. I worked at this shop for
6 years & my pay went to $3.50 per hour. Work
slowed & I got laid off. After a time I was very
lucky to get on at the University of Arizona Optical Science Center.
I bought another house in 1972 for 15,800 dollars. Things went along smooth. By 1985 I had
paid off the house. My wife & I divorced; I had
to give her 20,000 dollars for her half of the
house I had just paid for (the house next door to
me just sold for 150,000 dollars in 2005).
I became an Instrument Maker & transferred to
Steward Observatory Mirror Lab & retired in
1992 making 18 dollars an hour. That’s almost
10 times what I started at working for Ford’s.
Now 14 years later, what would I be making?
I have 2 nephews in Michigan, one works for
Ford & one for General Motors. They tell me
that the average worker at Ford’s & General
Motors is $26.50 per hour.
That is 14 times as much as I was making in
1953. So if I was still working at Ford’s I would
be making 1060 dollars a week or 55,120 dollars a year. If wages progressed
at that rate for another 53 years, in 2059 I would
be making 371 dollars an hour; 14,840 dollars a
week & 771,680 dollars year.
With this 50 year or so of my observation of
the dollar it seems the answer to the question;
What is a dollar worth?, would be from year
to year worth less; however the real answer is
worthless.
Let me explain why. From the time our country was formed in the last 1700’s, the medium
of exchange was hard money; copper pennies,
silver dimes, quarters, halves & dollars. For the
big money it was gold with $2.50, $5, $10 &
$20 gold coins. Most people never had much
gold, their buying could be with silver coins.
Money was valued at the market value of copper, silver & gold. There was a little bit less
than 20 dollars worth of gold in a 20 dollar gold
piece. (It is interesting to note that this maintained stability until 1933 ). It was during the
Civil War there was a shortage of hard money
& that is when paper money originated. Paper

money always stated on the bill that it could be
redeemed on demand for gold or silver at its
designated dollar value.
There was suppose to be enough gold & silver
in the Treasury to back up these amounts. About
1933 President Roosevelt recalled all the gold
coins in the country forbidden to be owned by
American citizens. They also recalled all the
goldbacked paper money. They replaced these
bills with our Federal Reserve notes which are
not backed by any metals. We still had silver
backed bills or silver certificates until the early
1960’s. Since the demise of the silver Certificate all of our currency is Federal Reserve that
is backed only by the good faith in our government that they will regulate the money flow to
maintain value. This money is called Fiat Money because it is backed by nothing. It costs 4
cents to make either a dollar or a hundred dollar
bill. The only thing that makes 100 dollar worth
more is that we have confidence that we can buy
100 times as much as a dollar bill. We are suppose to have the good faith that our government
will control the amount of money in circulation
so it will maintain a constant value.
Let me give you somewhat of an example. It
is well known that in the past some saloon or
bar owners that sold hard liquor would water it
down. Whiskey was sold by the shot glass full
& there were only so many shots in a quart of
whiskey, so if an owner would add a little water to each quart he could sell more shots, thus
make more money; however it weakened the
strength of the whiskey. Basically that is what
our government has done over the last 70 years
or so. They have watered down our money. Just
recently the government ran out of money, they
were spending more money than they took in.
We had a debt limit of something like 8 trillion
dollars so Congress had to increase the debt
limit to somewhere around 9 trillion.
This is approximately 13% increase of money
in circulation. They are watering it down. So
the next time you hear they need to increase
the national debt limit, which won’t be long,
it will mean our money buying power is 13%
less. When I was young the inflation of money
was very slow. I had a sense of value of what
things were worth. Now, with money inflating
so fast how can a young person develop a sense
of value for a dollar when it is constantly being
devalued? How will they know how much money to save for their retirement?
This has been my observations of my 72 years.
What will the future bring. Will we have a monetary collapse or will we have a runaway inflation. I believe it will probably be the later &
maybe both.
I wrote this article June 15, 2006. It is now Oct.
1, 2008. It is now a little over two years later
& we are on the brink of our country going in
debt another $700 billion to bale out Wall Street
& the Money Lenders. With previous bale outs
this year we will now have a national debt of
somewhere between 10 and 11 trillion dollars.
This means we will again water down our money & have high inflation.
You are now hearing the word CONFIDENCE.
People are beginning to not have confidence in

our government & monetary system. Our
government can probably get this problem
under control & again gain confidence for
awhile.
There is however a new scarier word being
used, PANIC. Yesterday when the stock
market went down 777 points it was called
panic. If panic ever takes hold there will be
no stopping it & our monetary system will
collapse. I think it is really only a matter of
time & certainly hope I am wrong.
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Around Arivaca
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

At left: Arivaca 4-H
trailer at the 4th of
July parade.

6105 – LIBRARY ASSOCIATE
(ARIVACA, AZ)
(Job# 2017-00594)
Minimum Hourly Starting Salary: $16.17/hr
This full-time position is with the Pima County Public Library at the Caviglia-Arivaca Library
located in Arivaca, AZ. OPEN UNTIL FILLED.
Salary Grade: 35
This position will have the following schedule: Tuesday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 am 6:00 pm, Thursday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm, and Saturday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm.
This position reports directly to the Arivaca Librarian and assists the librarian in developing and implementing programs and services to the Arivaca Community. Primary responsibilities are to provide
direct customer service, assist with programs and outreach, circulation, and collection maintenance
as assigned.
This position requires the ability to drive to Tucson for monthly meetings and trainings as assigned and must maintain a valid Driver License.
Applicants meeting minimum qualifications will be evaluated further based on their supplement
questionnaire responses. Top scoring candidates will be offered an oral interview which will be held
in person at the Caviglia-Arivaca Library located in Arivaca, AZ.

4th of July Parade

For more information about the Pima County Library, please visit their website:
https://www.library.pima.gov
Minimum Qualifications:
1) A Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university.
OR:
2) Former employees of the City of Tucson who transferred to Pima County as a Library Associate.
Preferred Qualifications:
1.Experience with customer service.
2.Experience working with adults, children and/or teens.
3.Experience with cash handling.
4.Demonstrated aptitude toward technology.
Other Requirements:
Licenses and Certificates: Valid driver license is required at time of application. Valid AZ driver
license is required at time of appointment. The successful applicant will be subject to a 39-month
DOT Motor Vehicle Record review to determine applicant’s suitability to operate county vehicles
in accordance with Pima County administrative procedures. Failure to obtain and maintain the required licenses and certifications shall be grounds for termination. Any offer of employment resulting
from this recruitment is contingent upon Risk Management’s review and approval of the candidate’s
driving record.

Arivaca Helping Hearts 4th
of July Benefit
was a success!

Apply online at: www.governmentjobs.com/careers/pima and search
Job# 2017-00594.
For additional information go to: www.pima.gov/hr
Human Resources Department
150 W Congress, 4th floor
Tucson AZ 85701
EOE

Arivaca Helping Hearts Update
Arivaca Helping Hearts held a successful benefit on July 4th, with all
proceeds going to help Arivcans in
need. Once again, visitors stayed late
playing the casino games for prizes!
Renting of the Casino on Air BnB has
also helped provide another source of
money to help Arivacans, and we cannot
thank those who stay in our beautiful historic building enough for their kindness.

Casino Rural has two bedrooms (rented separately) and comes with a fully
stocked fridge, so there is no need to
go out or bring your own food...we’ve
got you covered! Just $95 a night per
room (each room occupancy two),
and you are right in the center of historic Arivaca. Reserve today on Air
BnB. All proceeds go to Arivaca Helping Hearts, a registered 501 (c)(3).

Trico participated
in our parade,
thanks for coming
down and showing your patriotic
spirit!

Calling Creative Community!

Y

ou and all your neighbors are invited to envision and create an
event to fill the space left by the Arivaca Home Tour. An open and exploratory meeting will be held Sunday, August
13th, 1pm at the Arivaca Action Center. Please come lend your thoughts
and energies. At this point the playing
field is wide open – it could be a tour,
a festival, a thematic day of events or
workshops, or a combination thereof.
To help guide this process, we might
ask ourselves what is the purpose of
the event, what specialness can Arivaca share with the larger community,
and how we can serve what is relevant
or needed in the world.
Although the Arivaca Action Center board is initiating and hosting this
meeting, we do not hold the keys, the
reins or claim the event in any way. We
simply want to support the ongoing tradition of a town-wide event by inviting
your creative selves to participate in its
creation and fruition. The Action Center has participated in the late January
events in various ways over the past
few years, including hosting last winter’s Arivaca EcoFest. Again, our focus
here is to encourage dialogue by facilitating this community-wide meeting,
but not to be coordinators of the event.

You can find videos of the five EcoFest
speakers’ online by searching YouTube
for Arivaca EcoFest.
• Health/yoga/food/community building
• History of this valley including mining, ranching, Mexican/American and
hippie culture, nature and geology,
and perhaps even border issues. Years
ago there was an event called ‘Arivaca Days’ which drew on many of these
themes.
• We have had Arivaca Artist’s studio
tours, and as with the Home Tour, we
don’t have an infinite supply to feature! Art and craft usually fits well
with other festivities, and perhaps does
not need to be the sole focus. Southern
Arizona already has several other well
established yearly studio tours.

A newly fashioned event could take
place at a different time of year. Although the date of the event, the last
Saturday of January each year, is traditional and well known to devoted
attendees, it could be changed. That
calendar date held its ground for us, assuring some air-time amidst the plethora of winter activities in the area. Having an event at a different time of year
would allow for seasonal treats, such
as crop harvests or warmer weather.
The Arivaca Home Tour had a great run We might also ask who our target ‘auof 14 years! It co-mingled with artists’ dience’ would be.
studio tours in 2013 and 2015, bringing
other aspects of this town to light and A big event has lots of moving parts
also relieving the pressure of finding and roles for people to play. Right now
yet more homes to show off. Perhaps we are at the stage of envisioning and
what distinguished the Arivaca Home bringing it to life, but very soon there
Tour from other events held here, is will be lots of organizing, communicathat truly most of the town’s people tions, publicity, logistics, and more. If
participated either at featured sites or the event’s reins are not picked up, the
through various organizations, and a momentum of past events may fade,
wide spectrum of the town benefitted though new initiatives in the future are
financially, each group reaping direct- always possible.
ly from its offering. Other wonderful In a nutshell, we need to determine if
yearly Arivaca events, at best current a community-wide event is worth conguess, will still continue. Among them tinuing, what the focus and program
are Halloween and Folklorico festivi- would be, and whether sticking to the
ties, 4th of July and Christmas parades, last Saturday of January is important.
the Chili Cook-off, ArtVaca in support
of the veterinary clinic, the Artists’ Hope you will come to be part of shapCoop party, a community Thanksgiv- ing culture in Arivaca! The meeting
ing dinner and festive First Saturdays takes place Sunday, August 13th, 1pm
from October through May.
at the Arivaca Action Center.
To get the conversation rolling, here
are some possible focuses to seed an
event:

– Submitted by Ari on behalf of the
Action Center

• All things natural: sustainability/
regeneration, environmental and water issues, natural building, primitive
skills, land use, growing food, etc. A
Harvest/Mesquite Festival, which we
had for a few years in the late fall,
could include much of this. This was
the focus of the January 2017 Arivaca EcoFest, which can be revisited at
ArivacaEcoFest2017.wordpress.com.

A

rivaca 4-H is very grateful to Steve
Rendon for providing himself, the
beautiful La Siesta pickup and a trailer
so that our 4H-ers could be in the parade. Our Trico lineman Adam Smith
was also a hero. He worked on an
outage in Sasabe the night before, got
home for a very few hours sleep, then
got up to drive Trico’s new and largest
bucket truck to Arivaca for the parade.

His wife and family drove down too to
ride in and on the truck with him.

A new vendor is planning to be here again
this month. She has honey and jams etc..

4H and Trico decorations are stored in
a small garage in the Townsite. Every
year our youth and adults have the fun
of trying to get all of our accumulated decorations hung on trucks and
trailer. We all appreciated the overcast sky which surely helped lower the
temperature. However, photos would
have been better with direct sun. We all
appreciate Patti Jent for her awesome
efforts to get permits, insurance, and
county mandated signage all in place
as well as organize the lineup (herding
rabbits?). We also thank our Fire District personnel and the Green Valley
Sheriff’s Auxiliary teams for helping
keep us safe. Last, but not least, Richard Goodsill has been making the toand-from Tucson trips to haul out the
very large, heavy special event signs
from DOT. How wonderful everyone
is to help Arivaca show our colors in
appreciation of the many blessings and
freedoms we enjoy in these United
States. And speaking of colors, we can
never thank enough the Davis Monthan
honor guard who are always perfect
and the amazing Three Points Veterans
of Foreign Wars mounted honor guard
with their great horses and uniforms.
Our first ever band was in the parade
and much enjoyed by the participants
and watchers. There were so many special entries, and then the parade ended
with the Arivaca Boys’ Ranch riders
carrying their flying banners. What a
happy day!

Welcome to the market.

Barbara Stockwell
August at Marian's Market
by Les Rivett

B

UY FRESH, BUY LOCAL! Support
Arivaca Local Businesses!

Marian's Market, Arivaca's Local Farmer
and Artisan Market is open every Saturday from 9-'til we run out. The wonderful rain we've had has helped everyone's
gardens. The bounties should be great
during August. Come on down, hang
with friends and purchase your favorite
local items.
The Arivaca Community Garden has
fresh picked organic veggies every week.
This month will be tomatoes, garlic,
carrots, chard, cucumbers, and peppers.
Some greens will still be available. Dates
and Eggs too.
Jay's Garden Variety will have garlic, green beans, tomatoes and peppers
during August. Jay has fresh and dried
herbs including herb blends for easy use.
Fresh baked goods will be available this
month on 1st and 3rd Saturdays.
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will
be at Marian's Market on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays. Get there early because her
Tamales are an Arivaca favorite.

We expect to see Monica this month with
jars of jellies. She does swarm removal
and often has honey.
Sally will be back in September with her
wonderful bread selections.

Remember, the 2017 Tomato Fest and
biggest tomato contest will be held in
early September. Bring your biggest
homegrown tomato to any Saturday market between now and then to be weighed
and recorded.
Enjoy the rain and See you Saturday.
Regenerating Arivaca Meeting
by Les Rivett

T

he meeting of the people interested
in “Regenerating Arivaca” was held
at the Arivaca Community Center on
July 2nd. About 18 people were in attendance for the meeting and pot luck. The
meal was shared during the meeting in a
round table setting.
The meeting opened with a discussion
about the “Arivaca Dances Together”
dance held on June 24th. Thank you,
Banjo Bob and the Arivaca All Star band
for playing. It was a lot of fun. Next time
we plan an event, we will advertise it
sooner, so more people can join the fun.
For the 4th of July parade, Regenerating
Arivaca had a entry, Kaylee rode Risky
and we walked along. Bob put together
the marching band he talked about in the
first meeting. Thank you-the band was
fantastic and a big hit. Let Bob know if
you want to join in next year.
Don't forget to send information you
would like on The VisitArivaca.com
page. It now needs to be updated with
current information. The webmaster
will be available this month to add you
or your group's information. The first
year of set up is free. Your business can
connect your web page to this page. Local events will be posted and the site will
be updated regularly. The hope is to not
overlap a lot of events. Visit Arivaca web
page will be on the agenda for the August
meeting too. Please e-mail rivett123@
hotmail.com for more information.
The next grower/gardener/animal meeting will be at the Arivaca Community
Garden on Wednesday July 19th at 8 ish
AM. We plan to see what they are doing
with hoop houses and other new ideas.
We'll also do some volunteer work while
there. Thank you Bill, David and Joe for
letting us visit.

Continued on next page...
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We'll be talking to Human Resources
about regenerating the Fashion Show
fund raiser. Together with the Community Center, we'll plan it for the fall.
Sounds like a fun event to bring back.
The “Arivaca Barter/Services Book” is
still having names added. Please contact
Les Rivett if you would like to add your
name and skills to the book. The book is
being finalized this month.
Come join the discussions at the next
meeting on August 6th at 5 PM. Come
and enjoy a pot-luck dinner. Bring a dish
to pass and your own plate and utensils.
Volunteers clean up at the end of the
meeting.

Thanks to all who want to
make beautiful Arivaca an
even more beautiful place!
“We were born to unite with
our fellow men, and to join in
community with the human
race.” -Cicero
HUMAN CONCEIT

C

ompared to some of the other species
who’ve been living successfully on
our planet for millions of years we humans are the youngest kids on the block.
Naked, without our tools, we’d be a pretty
hapless looking lot. An awkward clumsy accidental experiment of Nature- yet
to be tested for sustainability over time.
We’re unable to fly, sense magnetic fields,
change colors to disguise ourselves, or

regenerate missing limbs. Our primary
skill set is the ability to make tools to replicate the skill sets of other species that
we lack. Two words for our skill set are
“Science” and “Technology” . We make
air planes so that we can fly like birds and
compasses so that we can navigate like
the numerous migrating species who can
sense magnetic fields.
We’ve recently become so self impressed
by our own particular type of intelligence
that we’re beginning to believe we’re
above Nature. But “intelligence” is hardly
unique to our species, our planet, or our
Universe. We’re surrounded by evidence
of many different types and styles of intelligence in the thousands of plant and
animal species that we encounter in our
lives every day. Species which can sense
things well beyond the limited range of
what we can sense in the electro-magnetic spectrum and gravitational force fields
of the Universe. Given this evidence, it
would be the epitome of vanity to believe
that we have risen above Nature and no
longer need to abide by the laws of the
Universe.
There is not an endless or renewable supply of fossil fuels, fresh water, mineral
deposits, forests, and arable farm land for
growing crops on our planet, Our long
term survival will be determined by how
well we preserve these natural resources,
not by how smart we are. We’ve only been
here for the blink of an eye but the damage we’ve already caused to our home is

impressive, and possibly irreversible.
Jay Quick
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Gadsden Coff

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Friday, Saturday, Sunday
and Monday, serving Gadsden Coffee, specialty teas, lunch
menu, pastries and a special brunch menu Saturday & Sunday from 8-11
Friday Night Music on the Porch-Through October, music and
homemade pizza from 7PM-10PM

16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca 1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca
(520)398-3251

Dear friends:
Tumacácori location ONLY, closed for
repairs/R&R from May 27 to mid July.
Tubac location remains OPEN DAILY 11-6

10-2

Poetry
Page

The Trump Disaster
The Russians did this the Russians did that,
the press says yes, Trump says crap,
Healthcare reform hit and run,
Trump sits on his throne saying “get it done.”
Human Rights eroded by a stroke of his pen,
Trump shuns advice from wiser men.

THE FIRST STORM OF SUMMER

Where is the money to build my great wall?

Seemingly endless 100+ degrees days
Parched earth
Shriveled plants
Panting birds
Exasperated humans

If I don’t get it soon heads will fall.

Where are the rains
Then, at last, a storm
Massive cumulous clouds
Lightning
Thunder
Downpour
And the promise of more to come

National parks in peril from a reckless Trump,
our heritage at risk from the fossil fuel pump,
Women’s rights ignored by misogynist Trump,
Obama’s reforms are getting the flump.
Nonsensical tweets so regular from Trump,
I’m sure he sends them while taking a dump.
SO SAD!
John D. Coutts

Soon the moist earth will bring forth
Wildflowers
Blooming shrubs
Green grasses
Happy humans
Such is summer in the Sonoran Desert
Loretta Carmickle

XNLV310505

Thanks John for the lovely book of poetry! The pictures
are lovely and the poetry itself is incredibly moving. -KAR

A Non-Profit Designer Consignor Boutique

Accepting Consignments
50/50 split or 55% in-store credit
For Appointment call: 520-398-3343
Hours: Tues-Sat 10-4
I-19 * Exit 48 * Arivaca Rd * Turn towards the mountains*
Cross Frontage Rd to 2050 Territory Lane Amado, AZ

Connection
Baboquivari Monster: Interview 3

I

’ve been a prospector all my life.
If you were a friend of mine with a
lot, chances are I’ve dug it. Chances
are I found something worth the taking too. Pops always told me that if
you end up helping others they end
up helping you. I always looked up to
that principle. I paid half to whoever owned the lot. It was a nice trade
off and it helped me get a degree in
geology in the process. Besides who
doesn’t like living outdoors, sleeping
under the stars, out in the middle of
nowhere with nobody to bother you?
No one to deal with. Just you and
your determination.

I was out in the Las Guijas Mountains. Lot of bobcat and coatimundi. I was staying on the Santello lot,
which is all wilderness backcountry.
The place wasn’t prospected much. I
knew there was a gold mine up the
hill some ways but I didn’t bother
to find it. Many times those mining
shafts run a few hundred feet deep
and I didn’t wanna lose my footing
in a place where nobody was there to
find me. Besides, the fall would kill
me. Ain’t no man would survive a
twenty story drop, not to mention all
that maze of lumber and caverns.
I was out and about and had got me
a small gold nugget near a crick that
wasn’t far from the camp. Worth a
few dollars at the most but I figured
I was going to get lucky. I trekked
down a ways and found my last dig
site, which was about a half mile from
the truck. I dug until about sunset. It
was a hot day and I had little shade. I
found a few gold flakes in the pan by
way of flashlight but nothing to write
home to. I knew I was burnt up but
that’s what sleep is for. I had with me
a blanket and a jacket. I looked up the
hill and figured nothing was going to
happen to camp and I was too tired
to trek back with all the gear. The
moment I laid out the falsa I was out.
Slept all night without interruption. I
opened eye at sunrise. With what was
left of my soreness I took my toasted
self back up the hill.
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I had arrived at camp and noticed
something was off. The tent I had
propped up was sagging. My cooler
of food was tossed about and thrown
on the ground. All my prepackaged
meat was gone. At first I was thinking
maybe an immigrant walked up and
took what was needed and left. Then
I saw the claw markings on my cooler and figured it was a mountain lion
or a bear. On closer inspection I realized it was no human crossing by, but
an animal. A big animal. I was foolish
to think an immigrant would actually
come by. I had seen them before in
the hills and they usually avoid people. I didn’t mean to offend anyone
if I did regarding that comment, but
that’s just what I thought at the time.
But what really struck a chord with
me was that the claw markings I saw
were massive. I’m talking about each
marking spaced about four inches
apart and they were deep. First, if
there was any major markings, it had
to have been a black bear or mountain
lion, but this wasn’t the case. Second,
any animal with any intelligence can
get in and out of a cooler without ripping it to shreds. There wasn’t any
locks on the dang thing and the lid
could be propped up if tipped over.
With it’s bright red finish it did stick
out like a sore thumb, so I figured a
shiny object in the middle of brown
foliage might draw attention to a
wandering eye.
I went over to the tent and similar
markings were found torn along the
canvas. Massive slashing but luckily
nothing inside the tent was tampered,
just the canvas. My vehicle was fine.
Outside of the cooler and the mess,
nothing was amiss. But whatever came over had tipped over my 3
gallon water jug. It made a muddy
patch right in the center of camp. A
few tracks were present and that confirmed my ideas about an animal visit. But these tracks I drew a picture
of. After my trip I drove down to the
library and talked to someone who
was an expert in animal trackings. I
won’t share his name but he’s got the
experience and credit to prove what
track is what. He asked me how big

the tracks were and I mentioned they
were at least seven inches long and
about six inches wide. My appointed expert gave me a weird look and
mentioned no animal had a track that
big. I’m sure he thought it was some
hoax but he took it with him back to
the university in Tucson for further
inspection. I don’t expect anyone to
find out what it was, but I’m sure it
was something that no biologist ever
saw. I gave Santello my gold nugget
and told him the story. He too has a
story.
-Hank Russo (Green Valley resident, geologist and prospector)
“Baboquivari Monster” encounter
interview, recorded April 2017

The Politics of Divisiveness
by Kristen Randall

P

retty much anyone you speak to
has become disgusted with modern day politics, agreeing that both
sides of the Legislative Branch are
not working together any more, tactics are contentious and that there is
a deep divide in this country. In fact,
Congress has an approval rating of
12%, well below President Trump’s
approval rating of 36% (this is a measure of the “Congressional Body” as
a whole, people tend to have a more
favorable view of their own member
of Congress).
Think about how effective a “race to
the bottom” campaign would be for,
say, two competing corporate giants
selling a product, let’s say Pepsi and
Coke. If Pepsi-Co and Coca Cola
suddenly blasted the social media
networks and TV channels with accusations, misinformation and intensely
negative advertising, they would end
up hurting their competitor but ALSO
depressing the market for their own
product. Not good.
On the other hand, a political campaign can go negative and do extremely well, even as a long-term
strategy. Although Americans will
overwhelmingly say that they do not
like negative advertising, we inter-

nalize that messaging deeply which
makes it effective and kick starts that
race to the bottom. As we become
more comfortable with ads, tweets
and other media impugning someone’s character, it takes even more
extreme rhetoric to “move” us. Sort
of like forming a resistance to a medication; you slowly need a more concentrated dose to work.
Like the two soda companies, a divisive ad operation will depress the
market, but when it comes to political
campaigns, this might actually benefit
certain politicians. If people become
so turned off and disgusted during
an election season, this will directly
affect voter turnout. And as William
Simon said, “Bad politicians are sent
to Washington by good people who
didn’t vote.” He should know, as a
former Nixon Cabinet member.
This race to the bottom is a slow
change in a downward direction,
seeking some basement. Are we at
that level yet? I am not so sure, but I
do think that there are politicians who
are now mindful about this and who
are starting to lead the charge against
it. They realize that this dive into divisiveness extends much further than
campaign season, and has split the
country, empowered hateful rhetoric
from “both sides,” and halted all bipartisanship in Congress. Recently
Senator John McCain has addressed
this growing problem when he gave
a moving speech prior to the ACA repeal bill debate. A few excerpts:
"That principled mindset, and the
service of our predecessors who possessed it, come to mind when I hear
the Senate referred to as the world's
greatest deliberative body. I'm not
sure we can claim that distinction
with a straight face today. I'm sure
it wasn't always deserved in previous
eras either. But I'm sure there have
been times when it was, and I was
privileged to witness some of those
occasions.
“…I hope we can again rely on humility, on our need to cooperate, on
our dependence on each other to

learn how to trust each other again
and by so doing better serve the people who elected us. Stop listening to
the bombastic loudmouths on the radio and television and the Internet. To
hell with them. They don't want anything done for the public good. Our
incapacity is their livelihood. Let's
trust each other. Let's return to regular order. We've been spinning our
wheels on too many important issues
because we keep trying to find a way
to win without help from across the
aisle. That's an approach that's been
employed by both sides, mandating
legislation from the top down, without any support from the other side,
with all the parliamentary maneuvers
that requires.”
In a similar fashion, Senator Jeff
Flake also released a book a few days
ago entitled: “Conscience of a Conservative: A Rejection of Destructive
Politics and a Return to Principle.”
He says as an introduction to his
book: “…today, the American conservative movement has lost its way.

Given the state of our politics, it is
no exaggeration to say that this is an
urgent matter.
The Republican party used to play
to a broader audience, one that demanded that we accomplish something. But in this era of dysfunction,
our primary accomplishment has
been constructing the argument that
we’re not to blame. We have decided
that it is better to build and maintain a
majority by using the levers of power
rather than the art of persuasion and
the battle of ideas. We’ve decided that
putting party over country is okay.
There are many on both sides of the
aisle who think this a good model on
which to build a political career—destroying, not building.”
I hope that there is a change coming.
I hope that our Republican leaders
can usher in an era of renewed bipartisanship, and reach across the aisle
and see that there aren’t “two sides,”
but rather ONE side. The American
one.

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132
www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca Properties
2 BR/2 Bath, Updated, Metal Roof 10 Acres Dog Fenced,
----plus 2 story barn w/ Metal roof & Qtrs $225K
New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Acres, more Acres available
40 Ac 3BR 2 Bath, Masonry home SOLD--40 Ac Home plus 2 Casitas, 32X68 Metal Building SOLD!
5 Acres 2700 SF 4BR fenced $110 K
Town Site 2BR/BA, 7 Lots GST Qtrs $90K
TS 5 Lots w/ E,W,Septic Under Contract
40 Acres 1300 feet off Arivaca Rd $45K
Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
80 Acres, $95K Papalote Wash
5 Acres, Well, Power, $40K
10 Acres, Well /Power Under Contract
Fix up Cabin w/well-power $32K-55K
Fix up Newer Manufactured HM (2220+SF) $60K
Amado Near Hospital
Elephant Head: 40 Acres $250K, 20AC $140

17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ

Soni Stake, MD

Donald Smith, MD

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Primary Care
• Pediatric Care
• Enrollment Services
• Free Transportation to and from
UCHC appointments
• Free home delivery pharmacy
services through PharmBlue

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(520) 407-5500
www.uchcaz.org

Green Valley
Madera Reserve: 3BR, 3300SF Views Pool 1 Acre Lot
                 Backs to Govt Land

Un-Classifieds
COST: 25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com
DOG SITTING.
Clean, quiet
individual accommodations. $15
per day. 520-398-2526.
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2
BR, 2 Bath home on the water in the
Bahia. All necessities furnished.
Call 398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative
to killing these valuable predators.
520 820 2947.
ACCEPTING
DONATIONS!
Arivaca Helping Hearts is accepting
donations for the 2016/2017 year!
As a 501(c)3, your donation is tax
deductible. So if you need help or if
you can help, please give us a call!
260-0963 or stop by Cinderella
House/Bill’s Rock Shop Friday or
Saturday.
Al-Anon Meeting- What: Support
for people who are or have been
affected by someones drinking.
Where: in the little building next
to the Gadsden Coffee Shop
just north/east of Arivaca When:
Sundays at 11a.m. 575-770-7776
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM
WE
CAN
HELP
Narcotics
Anonymous meets in Tubac every
Tuesday and Thursday evening
at 6PM at the Tubac Community
Center, 50 Bridge Rd, Tubac AZ
85646 Open to all

DAVID JÁCOME will hold an
informal meeting that have been
filed/registered with Medicare at
the Arivaca Coordinating Council/
Human Resources Group which
is located across from the Arivaca
Post Office. He will be available to
discuss Medicare plan options for
individuals on Tuesdays from 11 AM
to 1 PM of the following dates. The
meeting dates are March 7, April 4,
May 2, June 6, July 11, August 22
and September 5.
TRAILER with cooling needed.
g.lodro@yahoo.com or 250-8181734
MASSAGE THERAPY: very experienced practitioner. For relaxation,
pain relief, emotional release, or all
three types in one massage. Home
visits possible. g.lodro@yahoo.
com or 250-818-1734
THE GREEN VALLEY Summer
Chorus, under the direction of
Tamara Kahrimanis and accompanied by Marilyn Schum, will
entertain you with a medley of
songs from the 40’s, Broadway
pieces, classical pieces, jazz, and
spirituals. The concert will be held
on Saturday, September 16, at
7:00pm, at CPAC, 1250 W Continental Road, Green Valley. For
more information and tickets, call
399-1750.

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS
Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage
Sale
2nd Sat - 10am - Arivaca Alive! meeting at
Arivaca Library
SUNDAYS - 8:30-9:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520400-9608
1st and 3rd Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping
People In the Border Zone: meeting - Arivaca
Humanitarian Aid Office.
1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water Coop meet
at town water yard
2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
1st and 3rd Sunday - Board Games for
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse
Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary
- at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services 4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women &
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.
WEDNESDAYS:
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library Book Club
call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human Resources Group
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old Schoolhouse
3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire District board
mtg @ Fire House www.arivacafiredistrict.org
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action
Center
2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite
3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and
Community Education Assn. At the Library
594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca
Library - Board Meeting
Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010
for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after
school till 5:30 pm.

