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Arivaca Yesterdays

ARIVACA RANCH Part III
By Mary N Kasulaitis
n the 1890s, the Arivaca Land
and Cattle Company had its
troubles; climactic, economic and
also legal-- Arivaca’s land grant
settlement was delayed. On March
1, 1893 the Arivaca Land and Cattle
Company had filed a petition
with the Court of Private Land
Claims against the United States of
America, and some other settlers
on the Arivaca grant. After much
testimony and many depositions,
the Court of Private Land Claims
disallowed the land grant on the
grounds that the original corners
could not be determined as the
description was too vague or
based on uncertain or transitory
landmarks. Soon after, the
Arivaca Land and Cattle Company
appealed the decision, but it was
to no avail. In June, 1902, the U.S.
Supreme Court upheld the decision
disallowing the land grant. Its fate
had been in court for more than
thirty years.
This opened the valley to settlement
although a few years went by before
claims could be filed. All this time
people had been living on the
Aribac land grant, which included
the main part of Arivaca valley and
the townsite itself, with no legal
right to their land. Squatters, if
you will, but all because there was
no vehicle by which to claim their
land. You could even say that the
ALCC were squatters, and they
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knew it. The fight was on to file
homestead claims and any other
kind of claim available to obtain the
land. Essentially, it was a land rush.
Right in the middle of this crucial
period, in 1907, Noah W. Bernard,
who had started the Arivaca Land
and Cattle Company, passed away.
That left partners John Bogan and
George Pusch, as well as Noah’s
son, Noah C. Bernard.
George Pusch, a partner in the
ALCC, was well known in Tucson
as the owner, with John Zellweger,
of the Steam Pump Ranch on the
northwest side of Tucson. Pusch
Ridge is named for him. As a
young man, Pusch had come to
Arizona from Germany with the
intent of becoming a big cattleman.
He succeeded. He started with
a butcher shop and some very
able partners in several different
operations, and by the time he died,
in 1921, he had amassed a fortune
in land.
Apparently Pusch had acquired
some kind of land scrip, which
was a land certificate sold by
the government to raise money
for a certain purpose, possibly
that sold to fund an agricultural
college like the U of A. Land
scrip price was $1.25 an acre, the
same price as homestead land. It
could be bought and then resold
at a higher price or exchanged for
unappropriated land of your choice.
If someone else had previously
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appropriated the land, it was up to
the latter to contest the filing. This
meant that the original settler had to
know what was going on, to realize
his/her options and maybe hire a
lawyer. The principals of the ALCC
were successful in obtaining large
amounts of property because they
knew the laws and their loopholes.
As an assignee in the name of other
individuals (none of whom, as far
as I can tell, ever lived in Arivaca
and some of whom were dead),
Pusch filed on several 40 or 80 acre
parcels in Arivaca valley which
had not been claimed, and on some
which had. He allegedly attempted
to “scrip the land” around Arivaca,
including the townsite where
people had been living for years. So
how was this legal?
Remember that the government
was into distributing land in those
days, not buying it. The purpose of
homesteading and the sale of land
scrip was to get the land into the
hands of people who would settle
it and farm, but not speculators
or big companies like the ALCC.
Supposedly the plots of land in
question had to be no less than 160
acres, but there were loopholes.
Any number of loopholes. You
could file on a smaller tract if you
were willing to accept the smaller
amount, such as 40 acres, instead
of 160 acres. An assignee was
someone who purchased land
after someone failed to confirm
it or if it was erroneously sold
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by the government. If someone
relinquished their claim, it could
be sold. There was the use of
“dummy entrymen.” According
to Paul W. Gates, someone “would
be induced to file claims under one
of the settlement laws, possibly
make some slight improvements on
their claim, take title by commuting
their claims and swear before the
land officials that their claims were
intended for their own use and that
they had entered into no agreement
to transfer ownership.” You
were supposed to have only one
homestead and you had to live on
the land for five years (unless you
paid it off sooner) and make certain
improvements. Noah C. Bernard,
partner in the ALCC, filed for a
homestead which took in a good
section of what is now the Refuge’s
part of the cienaga. His house was
near the entrance trail. He and his
family were supposed to live on
it and make the improvements,
but their homes were elsewhere
and allegedly it housed cowboys
instead.
The land office did not check up
on all the claims, and even though
some kinds of speculation were
illegal, there were no real penalties.
If all the papers were filed correctly,
the patents would be legal.
The ALCC did have some

Arivaca Ranch
Continued on page 2

2

Connection 2016

Arivaca Ranch
Continued from page 1...
competition. Bernardo Caviglia,
John Conte, the Morenos, and many
others filed for homesteads on
what had traditionally been ALCC
range. So did Phil Clarke, who
had worked for the ALCC. John
Bogan asked him how he could
do such a thing, after all they had
done for him! On February 11,
1907, John Bogan filed a Desert land
entry for 320 acres of the valley.
Regular homesteads were 160 acres.
Arthur Noon filed a protest, since
the Arivaca cienaga is not desert
land. The protest was allowed and
Arthur got a homestead on half that
land. Rita Sanchez Mora filed for a
regular homestead on land she had
occupied for years. Non-resident
Edward R. Hogan filed a protest,
claiming that Rita had married
a Mexican citizen, thus was not
eligible to file a claim. She retained
a lawyer and Hogan lost. These
were only a few of what were to be
many legal actions taken by valley
residents, either in defense of their
property or in an attempt to obtain
land which had finally become
available. Needless to say, hard
feelings ensued. To keep your land,
you had to be informed, you had to
be tenacious, and you had to have
a lawyer. And right in the middle
of this, Mexico has a Revolution.
(continued next month)
Note: Friends of the Arivaca
Schoolhouse and Historic Townsite,
Inc. will have its monthly meeting
on December 16 at 3 pm at the
Arivaca Library. Contact Mary at
398-2344 or rmkasulaitis@msn.com
if you are interested in joining or
want more information.

Library News
Sat. Dec. 17th, Kathryn Twinfeathers will
meet with the Native Flute Circle at 1:00
pm at the Library. Flutes provided. Come
& join the fun—no experience necessary.
The BOOK CLUB will meet at 3:30 pm on
Wed. Dec. 21st to continue their discussion of “Thomas Jefferson: The Art of
Power” by Jon Meacham. Call 594-5237
to reserve a copy of the book. Newcomers
always welcome!
Library Hours: Tuesday 12—8
Wed. thru Sat. 10—6
Library Phone: 520-594-5235

Write a “Love Letter to the Library!” Pima County Library is
collecting love letters about why
YOU love the Library!

“Adorable-Deplorable”, “Arizonans Against Drugs and Illegals” and all other
pseudonyms to immediately stop sending communications to them including
but not limited to: Twitter, Facebook, email, PO Boxes, correspondances sent
to homes, businesses, etc. All continued communications will be considered criminal harassment and included in Pima County Sheriff case number
151116263. If you wish to be included on this announcement, please contact
me at sAZConnection@gmail.com to add your name to the list. Direct concerns and evidence of infractions to Pima County Sheriffs Department, under
case number 151116263.
Kristen Randall Landrum, Michael Landrum, David Divine, Jay Quick
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Giving to Aggie Fraser, who has
given us so much...

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all
who donated time and money for
the Halloween Hayride!

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents
(living within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!
-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

Those undersigned request the “anonymous” entity known as “AADAI”,

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses
DECEMBER 10th Benefit for Aggie Fraser
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
Tamales,
Games
Prizes!
$200 in Table
assistance
every and
six months
Right after Holiday Parade, from 1-3
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check us
out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)260-0963, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring
invoices from vendors
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

A CASINO RURAL Event for Aggie Fraser, Saturday
December 10th from 1:00-3:00 following the Holiday
Parade.
Enchilada Dinner with a $5.00 recommended
donation and Casino Rural table games with Old
West Flair!
Dear Readers and Contributors,
Have a wonderful, blessed holiday! Despite the negativity of the election and of certain anonymous letter writers in Arivaca, I am truly
excited about the holiday season and the New Year. There is nothing
as special as sharing this holiday with your family, and I am looking
forward to doing just this.
Through my little toddler son, we will be experiencing the magic of
Christmas that one tends to forget when there aren’t children to share it
with. We’ve decked the halls and are merrily caroling away. Christmas
classics play at night and we drink hot cocoa. It is sublime!
I hope your holiday is just as special1
-Kristen Randall

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Letters

My opinion..hopefully it resonates..
Well it’s finally over. That is all
but the crying. I can not remember
when a politically minded group of
people took to the streets because
their candidate lost. Most of the
Democratic leadership has express
a much different view then the
demonstrators with the exception
of BO. Remember he is supposed to
be the countries leader but seems to
be, again absent, when his direction
would be helpful.
After several days , I believe, that
Trump has articulated his intention
to carry out a governing system that
most Americans can understand. A
lot of Americans may not embrace
the total program but at least we
all should give it, at least, several
months after the inauguration.
As I understand the programs:
Health Care.. will be changed
….NOT completely destroyed,
but to reduce the burden on the
To editor Kristen:
This letter was written before the
election of a professed climate
change denier as President-elect, but
his plans to increase the use of fossil
fuels and to undermine the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change will
not change the facts outlined below,
but they will change the climate!
In deciding what to write about
this month I was faced with two
intractable American problems: 1)
anthropogenic global climate change
and 2) persistent and pervasive
racism and white supremacy in the
United States population. While
monitoring Facebook I find a lack
of knowledge in the first instance
and a level of hatred between the
races that I am not prepared to deal
with now. Therefore, I have chosen
global climate change to discuss
because I believe it is the greatest
threat today to the human species.
What good does it do to solve any
of the other huge problems facing
humanity if we can’t solve man’s
survival? It has surprised me to find
unwarranted optimism in the pages
of Scientific American magazine
where one emeritus professor was
explaining how to solve the problem
of feeding ten or twelve billion
humans in 2100 while assuming
that today’s climate will prevail
at that time. Today’s climate will
not prevail at that time and neither
will twelve billion people. The
same corporations responsible for
Standing Rock, (Exxon, Shell and
the Koch Brothers) and continued
use of fossil fuels will continue to
dominate our political process and
doom the world! Do you think me
pessimistic? Then consider this: at
the time the Industrial Revolution
Letter to the Editor:
I believe that women should get off the
poles, not wear combat boots and put an
apron on and take care of their children
and let men do the hard things in life
and bring home the bacon. Life is hard
enough in this world for women in the
workplace. The pay is way below what
the man would make for the same job.
We are celebrating a new year, it is tie for
our new president to put American men
back to work and make America better.

people who need it while keeping
the most important caring issues.
Immigration: NOT deport 11 million
law bidding people but the 2/3
million criminals that ALL of us do
not want to live with us. Eliminate
sanctuary cities. Give the schools
back to the local people. Reduce
taxes… we’ll see how that goes, if
anything, to stimulate the economy.
The tax situation has not helped
the majority in the past..lets give it
a chance to see if there is more jobs
and a better economy.
We have a new President for four
years. As noted several months ago,
we were accused not to have enough
intelligence to make a ( correct )
political decision; lets hope that
the more ( sic ) intelligent realize
that the country wants a change in
direction. Not the direction that the
“major” universities are giving these
young people. All decisions have
a plus and minus…. A winner and
loser….all of us do not deserve a
‘trophy’ ( or a puppy and coloring
books ).. so lets get it together; suck
it up if you were on the hillary side
and not geer if you were on the
trump side.
Greg Wedemeyer
began CO2 concentration was
280 ppm; today it stands at over
400 ppm headed toward 550 ppm
and over four degree Centigrade
worldwide temperature rise. (At the
point of a 2.5 degree C rise all the
glaciers will have melted and seas
will have risen seventy meters - 230
feet!) The human species has never
lived under those conditions and
will not survive. (The last time the
world was this warm was during
the Miocene 20 million years ago.)
How much time will pass before
this comes to pass? My great grand
children would be ninety by 2100 if
they survived global climate change
and twelve billion companions - I
doubt if they will evade the mass
extinction! Remember, the latest
prediction is that 2/3’s of the
wildlife species will be exterminated
by 2020 (Zoological Society of
London) and the Sixth Extinction is
underway!!! The Permian Extinction,
225 million years ago, nearly ended
life on the planet when 90-95% of all
plant and animal species died off.
This extinction led to the dominance
of dinosaurs for 135 million years
during the Mesozoic which ended
with the Cretaceous extinction
66 million years ago. During the
Cenozoic mammals began their
dominance of Earth culminating in
homo sapiens 200,000 years ago.
What will nature produce after the
extinction of man at the end of the
Anthropocene? (A nuclear war
puts everything up for grabs!) For
an extreme view of our condition
read The Extinction Dialogs by Guy
McPherson. Naomi Klein’’s book
This Changes Everything and Clive
Hamilton’s book Requiem For A
Species are highly recommended.
David L. Divine
Men and women make fine nurses, firemen, office workers, policemen, teachers
and government employees, but they are
few compared to all the men that need
to go back to work and make a living
wage to support their families.
Mr. President, it is in your hands. The
people voted for you because you promised promises I hope you can keep.
You have a vision and you made it very
clear that this was going to be the start
of a new revolution. It is time to click
your heels because all of those guys in

December 2016 Theme: Presence of the Spirit
12/04 Service-Season of Light-Rev. Matthew Funke Crary-Santa Rita
Chorale
12/11 Service-Season of Dark-Rev. Matthew Funke Crary-Santa Rita
Chorale
12/18 Service-Connection Sunday-Rev. Lisa McDaniel-HutchingsJanie Pogan, Guest
12/24-12/25 December 24 from 3-5 Dickens’ Christmas Spirit: Part
the First
			
December 25, 10AM Dickens’ Christmas Spirit: Part
the Second-Rev. Matthew Funke Crary-Santa Rita Chorale

All Faith Devotional, Sunday 12/18 and
1/15 at the Joyner Library in Green Valley.
4:00PM-4:45PM

America are sitting on pins and needles
to bring their very first check home in a
long time. Get out there and put America to work.
Lavinia Quinn
Hi Lavinia, and thank you so much for
writing in! I’m sure this won’t come as
a surprise to you, but I heartily disagree
with your assertion that women should
get out of the workplace and allow men to
be the professionals.
In any first world nation, the balance between men and women in the workplace
approaches parity. This is a postitive
thing, as families are more financially
stable with two incomes and the professional world benefits from having the
point of view that women bring (particularly women in leadership positions).
Not to mention that many women do not
WANT to stay at home with their apron
on.
As far as women taking jobs away from
men, I just don’t think this is a problem.
The official jobless rate right now is at
4.6%, and if asll of the women were to

exit the workplace, there wouldn’t be
enough men to fill all of the open positions, especiaslly highly specialized positions such as nurses, doctors, scientists,
lawyers...well, you know what I mean.
I think the best way to make sure families
are taken care of in duel income homes is
to offer parental leave and benefits to both
men and women, and to shift traditional
child rearing responsibilities from the
mother to both the mother and the father.
For me, personally, I’d like to see MORE
women in leadership positions in the professional and political world. But mostly,
I want women to have the unhindered
option to choose whether or not they want
to work or stay at home. There should
be no shame or stigma attached to either
decision, and we should respect a woman’s
choice and decisionmaking process.
Thank you for your letter, Lavinia. I do
respect your opinion, and I am happy you
share it with us!
-Kristen Randall
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World Series of Poker - Arivaca
Style
By Bob Bertolini

It just so happens the World Series of
Poker in Las Vegas was recently
completed with the “FINAL TABLE”.
The winner in Las Vegas receiving over
8 million dollars after three weeks of
stress, lost sleep, allot of praying time,
with most of the over 8,000 entrants
going home very unhappy.
The game (or games) in Las Vegas are
for allot of money with every player an
expert when they win -- and every
loser having a “Bad Beat” story or crying about how lucky that “other” guy
was. Not one player will ever say “I got
out played, or, I made a mistake”. The
winners are all explaining to the world
how the other guy should have played
the hand but really how they “trapped
or outplayed their opponent”, while the
losers are all headed for the bar or the
bus. It’s likely they’ve sold their car and
now have to get a loan to get a drink or
a bus ticket so they can get home with
all their deep, sad stories about how
they got beat but it sure wasn’t their
fault, they played the hand perfectly —
but the other guys were sooooo lucky.
But Las Vegas is a different Universe
-- very few friendships that are lasting,
very few dreams that are achieved,
and the friends that you do have will
eventually ask for a loan because they

The Pause After the Election

By Kristen Randall

I

t seems that opinions are running

very strong nowadays, post-election
and following one of the most divisive
campaigns in recent history. I feel
like I’ve seen it all: people denouncing Trump as their President, people
protesting, people in the “wait and see
camp” and those who support Trump
enthusiastically. It is hard to place
where I’m at, as I feel like parts of me
are all of over the place. There is a
certain element of “wait and see,” but
perhaps only because I am (by trade) a
scientist, and less likely to jump in and
get in the middle of the mess until we
have gathered data. So, I am less “wait
and see” than I am “collection information.”
So far, I’ve had a few observations.
1. Obamacare. Millions of people rely
on the access that the ACA has given
them, and although Paul Ryan dreams
of discarding the current system in an
immediate legislative burial I am skeptical if he can do it. I think politically
he can’t do it, and I think Trump won’t
let him. Paul Ryan and Donald Trump

have a hot tip on a Football game or
they just need a few dollars to get in
that “easy” poker game at the Mirage,
Bellagio, or the friendly game in the
back room of Peter’s Men’s Club. Arivaca has been having their own World
Series of Poker and they never wait a
year -- they have one every week and
have been getting together weekly for
a long long time. In Las Vegas - being
the colorful town that it is you might
meet some of the ore “distinctive” people that always have a tip on a game
or think they’ve found the “Tell” of a
poker player -- people like “Tomato
Tim”, “No Thumbs Harry”, Slim Sammy (he weighs 440 lbs), or the always
smiling - “Foldem Fred”. But there is
really no need to go all the way to Las
Vegas to find Colorful Poker players
-- I mean Arivaca has there colorful
players also — “Casino Joe, Panama
Ed, Amado Steve, Mayor Kenny, Engineer Eli, Aces Larry, River Boat Brad,
Clarifier Clare, Holdem Hawk, and
thee ever impressive, man about town,
master of the scoop, “All In Poker Joe”
!!!! Sometimes things slow down at the
Arivaca World Series because there’s a
joke to tell — “We like the snowbirds
- their easy to spot and they taste like
chicken” — or a story to tell — “ Did
you hear about the coward writing letters but afraid to show his face or sign
his name”. Maybe a spirited discussion

about Rocks or guns or the Border
Patrol (allot of colorful adjectives are
used with the Border Patrol). There’s
the need for the Great “Gadsden” coffee or a smoke, allot of time watering
the weeds, and then more smoke. Then
sarcasm lights up or someone has too
much to drink along with a “Bad Beat”
and the words fly with distinction -not the kind of words for the children.
Then the discussion gets loud with
everyones opinion coming at the same
time — the cards are forgotten for a
few minutes with ‘VERY’ loud yelling
until Poker Joe settles everyone down
and the guns and knives are all put
away, left on the table or in the drawer.
There is always the “FOOD” - Casino Joe’s Pizza Pie, Ham & Cheese at
Poker Joes, Debbies Delicious Lasagna
& Great cupcakes, and of course the
three course, 5 Star Dinner of The
Master Chef - Janis. There’s always
the extra Donut Holes, Ice Cream,
Cashews, and lots of Chocolate Chip
Cookies, maybe even a few brownies
— who cares about winning money
Panama Ed comes for the food.
The really interesting part of the Arivaca World Series is at even after the
words fly, arguments happen, opinions
are expressed, the coffee and beer is
gone, the smoke drifts away, there is
more — so much more than you could
ever find in Las Vegas — Friendship !!!

The players seldom agree, sarcasm is
heavy with insults galore, money
is won and lost, River Boat Brad says
“I’m NEVER” playing again, Aces Larry yells out *&^%&^&* as the Mayor
hits his card on the River and laughs
hysterically. But I personally would
much rather lose a few dollars (which
I do often) with these Arivaca friends
than spend time with all the “experts”
in Vegas. No where — and I mean no
here — is there a group that is more
bonded in ways that most people hope
to find in
their life but they never can in the Las
Vegas towns of the world — it takes
a village and certainly the Arivaca
World Series of Poker is a remarkable
and storied place that is a Village that
is rare in this uneasy world. Arivaca
has the all important — “STYLE” —
that is often talked about but this town
— these people — can never be duplicated. The rest of the world should be
so lucky as to experience the Arivaca
way of life.
Las Vegas - the World - Could learn
alot from the World Series of Arivaca.
Make it a great day, watch for the Poker “Tells”, but do it the Arivaca way —
just go “ALL IN” — and win or lose,
get another beer, have another smoke
but in the style of Arivaca — just keep
smiling!!!!

smile for the cameras, but I doubt The
Donald will be forgetting Ryan’s dimissal anytime soon. Not to mention that
Trump does not have the ax to grind
against the ACA that Ryan has. Leave
it up to Paul Ryan, and not only would
the ACA be abolished, but the Medicare system would be transformed into
a “Health Insurance Support” system,
or one where you would receive a coupon to help defray some costs.
2. Trump is unlikely to shred the
treaty with Iran and Cuba. He’s said as
much, and I don’t think there is great
political will to do so anyway.
3. The Wall. Although Trump has
recently begun backing away from
promises of building a big, beautiful
wall along the US/Mexico border and
sending Mexico the bill, I think he will
have to follow up on his promise and
at least make a token effort. This is
one of his signature pieces of propoganda, and I do not think those who
voted for him would let him forget
those promises. I think it is far more
likely that there will be some portions
of a big. beautiful wall constructed for
the photo ops, and everything else will
be a new strand of barbed wire and

upgrades to the “technological fence”
that is already in place. We’ll see,
this one is harder to predict because
I think it was such a strong visual for
voters, that he would have a hard time
dropping it completely.
4. Donald Trump’s relationship with
the media and journalists is something
we should keep an eye on. Although
he is simply following a growing trend
of media bashing, he has definitely
placed it in the spotlight. It is extremely rare for a Presidential candidate to specifically single out, mock
and berate reporters the way Trump
has done. He has also, on numerous
occasions, left behind his press pool
and has yet to hold a press conference.
Instead, he chooses to talk to the public through Twitter and other direct
means. Some think that this is “refreshing” and believe that this demonstrates that he is “a man of the people.”
I am a little bit more cynical in this,
and wonder if he just doesn’t like
being asked uncomfortable questions
by trained journalists (or the “gotcha
media”). Journalists HAVE to ask the
uncomfortable questions, we NEED to
know what lurks in the dark. Otherwise, the very integrity of our Nation
can be compromised. I am sure I am
not the only one keeping an eye out on

this specific issue.
5. His Cabinet picks. Yeah, he promised to “drain the swamp,” but he is
filling his Cabinet with cronies and
rich guys. I’m not exactly surprised,
and honestly you do need to have experienced politicians in a Cabinet, else
you risk a bunch of know-nothings
running the show. My concern in his
Cabinet picks is the selection of Steve
Bannon as Chief Strategist. Bannon,
facilitator of Breitbart News and an
“alt-right” agenda (alt-right being a
far Right philosophy that is a mix of
white nationalism, Men’s Rights and
traditional conservativism). Bannon’s
selection is, at the very least, a signal to
other alt-right leaning individuals that
their philosophy is legitimate and now
has a foothold in the White House.
Now, this selection might have just
been a one-off, but we’ll stay tuned.
So, mostly I’m just watching. I do
hope for the best, and I hope that all
of our fears are found to be ridiculous
and laughable. I really wish President
Elect Trump well, and I hope the burden of legislating is taken seriously by
him and the Legislative Branch. Now
is their time to shine, and to prove to
us that conservative economics and
social policies do make America great.

Rest in Peace Peter — we all miss you!

A WALK IN AWARENESS AT
ARIVACA CIENEGA
By Dave Manning
ecember is a good month
for taking a walk here
in southern Arizona. There’s
something about Nature. It calms,
teaches, can take us out of our
mind, that great troublemaker,
and into our 5 senses.
Buenos Aires National Wildlife
Refuge provides numerous
opportunities for a stroll in the
wild. Join me today on a walk
in Arivaca Cienega, a popular
and easy loop trail. We begin our
awareness walk on a short paved
section through a mesquite forest.
Not very far along we sit down on
a bench and take a few moments
to awaken our senses. Wide-eyed,
we look around. We listen. We
take a few deep breaths to notice
any smells. We feel the bench
under us. An opportunity to use
our sense of taste might arise later
on.
Having become alert to our
senses, we walk on. Leaving
the forest we enter an open
grassland. In the
distance to the left
is a magnificent
Fremont
Cottonwood tree.
My wife calls it
the Tree of Life. It
stands alone. For
many years it has
seen thousands
of people and
other animals
walking along this
trail. Observe its
nobleness. There is
a large bird perched
on one of its limbs - a hawk?
At a junction we follow the arrow
to the left. We arrive at a wooden
platform overlooking a waterless
pond surrounded by willows and
cottonwoods. Listen. A gentle
breeze quavers the tree leaves and
rattles the dry vegetation below.
We pass closer to the Tree of
Life and that bird launches off
screaming its cheeeeew call. No
doubt about it - a Red-tailed
Hawk. Its nest is now visible.
Although it’s not the breeding
season, it often hangs near its nest.
Farther along to the left is a small
body of water. Looking carefully
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at the pond (a binocular will
help), we notice several pairs of
bulging eyes - bullfrogs. We sit on
a nearby bench and watch a Black
Phoebe, a flycatcher, dart out from
its perch to catch bugs. Where
there is water, you will usually
find one of these phoebes.
A curving boardwalk takes
us through a “forest” of dead
sunflower stalks with numerous
round seed heads. Not too long
ago they supported brilliant
yellow flowers. Two Lesser
Goldfinches, a reminder of those
former flowers, dislodge some
seeds, nourishing themselves.
Arriving at a shady place, the
boardwalk serves as a bridge
over a wet area. We smell the
dampness.
Continuing, the wooden walkway
gives over to a dirt path again.
Feel the earth beneath your shoes
and listen to the crunch for a few
steps. We come upon another
shady spot with a bench. Sitting
quietly we see some movement
in the vegetation. Coming into
view is the stunning red of a male

Cardinal. He watches us as we
watch him. A delightful sight!
After a minute, he disappears
back into the brush.
Moving on we round a bend and
notice some dark objects on the
hillside ahead - 5 Javelina. Our
binocular reveals they are feeding
on one of their favorite foods, a
prickly pear cactus. They are not
bothered by the spines. After a
few minutes of munching, they
move on over the hill out of sight.
It is not unusual to see them at
daytime, but they are most active
at night.

The wind cools our faces. We soon
arrive at a tunnel of shade trees.
About half way through another
bench invites us to sit a spell. In a
nearby tree we spot a dark object,
with 2 horns. Two bright yellow
eyes examine us intently. Yes, a
Great Horned Owl. They are year
round residents in Arizona. After
a good look, we leave the owl to
its peace.
We notice some orange berries
on a tree - Hackberry. They are
safe to eat. We put a few in our
mouth. With our tongue and teeth
we separate the large inner seed
from the fruit surrounding it. We
taste a sweetness. Some birds and
mammals love them as is revealed
by various scat deposits we have
seen along the trail.
Leaving the tunnel, the trail
winds up a slope to a cement pad
with spotting scopes that overlook
Willow Pond. It is completely
dry and covered with brownish
plant matter. Although there is
no water today, by winter’s end it
could be full, attracting numerous
ducks and other wildlife. We feel
the warm sun rays as we soak
in the 360 degree view from this
elevated location.

Our trail now becomes a
boardwalk again. Far ahead we
see an animal lumbering our way.
We stop. It keeps coming, head
down, until at 20 yards it lifts its
long snout and finally notices us.
It turns about, revealing a long
faintly ringed tail, and hastily
distances itself from us, then
jumps off the wooden walkway,
disappearing into the grasses. It
was a White-nosed Coati, more
active by day than at night,
probably an old male which are
often solitary.
The boardwalk surrenders to a
dirt track again and we eventually
arrive back at the junction. The
paved trail takes us back through
the mesquite trees to the trailhead
and parking lot. We’ve brought
along a snack to enjoy at one of
the covered picnic tables. We
eat and reflect. Our pleasant
awareness walk alerted us to only
a few of the delights of Arivaca
Cienega.
We will return here again
someday. Meanwhile, there are
other trails to explore. Join me on
another one soon.

Bring food items to Trico for chance to receive bill credit!
Join us in supporting the Community Food Bank
Drop off your food donation by Wednesday, December 21, 2016
for a chance to win bill credits* of $200, $100 and $50.
*

Bill credit only. Not redeemable for cash.

Office hours are Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
8600 W. Tangerine Rd. | (520) 744-2944

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Low ad rates, no contracts, ad design free of
charge. Email Kristen
Randall at:
sAZConnection@gmail.
com or check out our
website

Arduino for Arivaca!

One of the hallmarks

of the monsoon season is the phenomena
known as the “Monsoon Party.” You know what I mean, when the
washes across Arivaca Road are flooding too high to pass, and also hide
large sand bars and boulders.
This is dangerous for people who try to cross them anyway, but can also
hold up the ambulance, fire trucks, commercial traffic and commuters.
Commercial scientific equipment that could be installed to monitor washes run in the $5,000-$8,000 dollar range, and that does no tinclude maintenance or the technician to operate it.
Luckily, in this day in age, there are people devoted to Open Source
licensing and the Commons, which make designs, schematics and other technologies available to everyone with open source code. One such
component to this is Arduino, a coding and electronic controlling chip
designed to do...well, anything you can dream of!
Using this technology and work down by other makers, Connection will
be putting together a small “flood gage” that we will place near the road
on private property by Proctor Wash (by the Marley Ranch). This little
gadget, on it’s first deployment, will be able to measure if there is water
high enough in the wash to stop traffic. This signal will be sent using a
small cell phone chip in the device to Twitter, where anyone can get alerts
from this “gage.”
Because Arduino compatible electronics are Open Source, they are relatively inexpensive. Connection will be able to purchase the controller, cell
phone chip, battery, probe, solar panel and box for $350 and subscribe to
a cell phone texting service for $11/month. We think this is a great use of
Connection funds to make sure Arivacans and our friends are safer, happier and can know what the road condition looks like ahead of time!

Sonoran Almanac
Arivaca Lake Levels
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Arivaca Lake Data by
K. Randall and M. Landrum

At this point, we have three data points for November (2014, 2015
and 2016). Out of these three points, Arivaca Lake is at it’s lowest
point, although I would guess that November 2013 was lower. With
that said, at 6.1’ below spillway, the dock and boat drop still reach the
Lake and there is plenty of water for fishing, boating and kayaking.

Enjoy our slow smoked Beef Brisket, Pulled
Pork and Baby Back Ribs
Open 8-3 Saturday and Sunday

and

Bill’s
Gems and minerals
WE’RE BACK!

With brand new stuff!

Don’t forget our 1st Friday of the month
Fish Fry 5-8pm

Let us cater your next event!
Bk’s Outlaw BBQ
15785 W Universal Ranch Rd Arivaca, AZ 85601 520-301-4246

Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

UNITED COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ
SERVICES OFFERED:
• Primary Care
• Enrollment Services
• Free Transportation to and from
UCHC appointments
• Free mail out pharmacy services

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(520) 407-5500
www.uchcaz.org

TUBAC DENTAL
Brian Kniff, DDS.
General & Cosmetic Dentistry
A Good Cup of Coffee

Great People to Serve You!

(520) 398-8408
Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley!

The Groundwater
Management Act
By F. Tillman

rizona’s Groundwater
A
Management Code of 1980
(sometimes called the Groundwater
Management Act or GMA) was
selected in 1986 by the Ford
Foundation as one of the 10 most
innovative state government
programs in the Nation. It is safe
to say that Arizona is not often
considered among the “innovative”
states when it comes to protecting
natural resources. Consider that
California, a national leader on
many environmental issues, only
last year passed groundwater
management legislation. Why did
Arizona pass the GMA? What
are some of the provisions of the
GMA and where (and to whom)
do they apply? Prior to the mid20th century, most groundwater
use in Arizona was from shallow,
often hand-dug wells. National
electrification efforts around that
time allowed for deep-well turbine
pumps to be used to access more
groundwater. Increased groundwater
pumping to meet Arizona’s growing
agricultural needs combined with
our arid environment that provides
limited groundwater recharge
resulted in severe groundwater
level declines and associated land
subsidence in many areas (Figure

Fig. 1
1). Something needed to be done
to protect this shared resource, but
competing water-use factions (think
agriculture, mining, industry, cities)
and the individualistic culture of
the West made statewide regulation
and management unlikely. As
we discussed in last month’s
article on the law of the Colorado
River, the GMA and the Central
Arizona Project (CAP) that brings
Colorado River water to the central
and southern parts of the state
are inextricably linked. First and
foremost, the GMA was passed by
the Arizona legislature in response
to federal pressure on the state to
show a commitment to controlling
groundwater pumping before
Congress would allocate funds to
build the CAP canal. So it is quite
likely that we would not have the
GMA without federal pressure (some
might say blackmail). Second, and
also importantly, CAP deliveries to
cities and agricultural areas play a
large role in several provisions of the
GMA.
What are the goals of the GMA and
what are some of the provisions
in the code aimed at achieving
these goals? The GMA seeks to
1) control severe over-pumping
occurring in many parts of
Arizona, 2) allocate groundwater
resources to meet the changing
needs of the state, and 3) augment
the state’s groundwater supply
through development of other
water resources. To accomplish
these goals, the GMA established
a management plan and created
the Arizona Department of Water
Resources (ADWR) to administer
the plan. There are three levels

of water management in the
code, depending on groundwater
conditions: 1) the lowest level
includes general provisions that
apply statewide, 2) the next level of
management applies to Irrigation
Non-Expansion Areas (INAs), and
3) the highest level of management
with the most restrictions is applied
to Active Management Areas
(AMAs). There are currently 5
AMAs in the state and three INAs
(figure 2), but ADWR can designate
new AMAs and INAs to protect
water supplies. As the five AMAs
include 80% of Arizona’s population
and 70% of the state’s over-pumping
of groundwater, we will briefly
discuss important provisions for
managing groundwater in the
AMAs.
In the Phoenix, Prescott, and
Tucson AMAs, the groundwater
management goal is to achieve
“safe-yield” by 2025. Safe-yield
describes a long-term balance
between groundwater being pumped
and groundwater being recharged
in an area, and is a concept that
hydrologists believe ignores some
basic facts about groundwater
hydrology (to be discussed in a
future issue). The Santa Cruz AMA
has the additional goal of preventing
local groundwater levels from
experiencing long-term declines, in
order to preserve riparian vegetation
along the river. In the agricultural
Pinal AMA, the goal is to extend
the life of the agricultural economy
for “as long as feasible”, essentially
allowing for the mining of
groundwater in the area. To achieve
the AMA goals, the GMA contains
provisions (most discussed below) to
establish a program of groundwater
rights and permits, to prohibit
irrigation of new agricultural lands,
to prepare water management plans
for each AMA, to develop a program
to require a 100-year “assured water
supply” from developers for new
growth, to require metering and
measuring of groundwater pumped
from all large wells, and to establish
a program for annual groundwater
withdrawal and use reporting.
Within an AMA, a groundwater
right or permit is required for wells
that pump more than 35 gallons
per minute (pumping less than this
amount is considered “exempt”
use, and is generally for domestic
purposes). Within an AMA, only
lands that have been certified based
on historical water use may continue
to be irrigated with groundwater
and no new land may be put into
agricultural production. The GMA
directed ADWR to develop and
implement water conservation
requirements for agricultural,
municipal, and industrial water
users in water management plans.
We are currently in the fourth of
five management periods of the
overall management plan and the
final management period will end
in 2025 when the safe-yield goal
must be reached. One of the most
innovative aspects of the GMA
is the requirement of an “assured
water supply” (or AWS) for new
developments and the ways in which
the AWS can be demonstrated.
To receive an AWS certificate, a
developer must demonstrate there is
sufficient water available to sustain
the development for 100 years
and comply with the conservation
management plan requirements.
To obtain a 100 year AWS, new
developments must be sustained by
predominantly renewable supplies
such as effluent and Colorado
River water delivered by CAP.
Alternatively, a developer can locate
the development within the service
area of a water provider (such as a
city) who has an AWS. Any city
with a CAP contract for delivery of
Colorado River water automatically
has a 100-year AWS designation.
The Central Arizona Groundwater

Fig. 3
Replenishment District (CAGRD)
people today. It is still uncertain
was created to make it possible to
if the state will be able to meet its
build housing subdivisions where
safe-yield goal in 2025, but there is
there was no direct access to CAP
no doubt that the provisions of the
water or to a water provider with an
AMA and actions taken by water
AWS. CAGRD purchases excess
managers in the area are having
Colorado River water and stores in
a profoundly positive effect on
underground on behalf of developers groundwater supplies in the region.
seeking to build subdivisions
No matter the original motivations
without direct CAP water access.
for its passage, the 1980 GMA is
Subdivisions who join the CAGRD
perhaps the most forward looking
have a 100-year AWS.
legislation to manage and protect
water resources in the Nation, and
The GMA was passed almost 36
something Arizonan’s can feel proud
years ago, so how is it doing so far?
of.
One way to judge the effectiveness
Figure captions.
of the act is to look at trends in
groundwater levels over time, as
Figure 1. Hydrograph showing declining
was done recently in a study by the
groundwater levels for an agricultural well
U.S. Geological Survey (figure 3). It in Pinal county.
appears that in many of the largest
Figure 2. Map of Arizona showing
AMAs, groundwater levels are
location of Active Management Areas
rising, particularly in areas that have (AMAs) and Irrigation Non-Expansion
turned to CAP water in replacement
Areas (INAs).
of groundwater pumping. And this
Figure 3. Trends in groundwater levels in
reversal of falling groundwater
the active management areas (AMAs) of
levels occurred while Arizona’s
central and southern Arizona in 1970-79
population grew from about 2.7
and 2000-08.
million in 1980 to over 6.7 million

Fig. 2

December Highlight

Located in the beautiful, gated Legends Community, this 2
bedroom has a two car garage,
high ceilings, open floor plan, tile
floors and corian countertops.
Beautiful views of the mountains
make this home a Must See!

Arivaca Properties:

Town Site 1 BR/Ba $45K
Home 2BR, 5 Ac w/ sm, mobile $60K
40 Ac 3BR/2 Ba masonry home w/
---fixup and 2 sheds $199K
40 Ac home plus 2 casitas $299K plus
---large metal building w/ utilities
10 Ac masonry home, horses, fenced,
---3 BR/2Ba, work shop $155K
2+ Ac 2BR Univ Ranch Rd., $120K
5 Acres, 2700 SF, fenced, $109.9K
TS 5 Lots w/ E, W & septic, $23K
Parcels 5-40 Ac $27-$80K

Amado Near Hospital:

Elephant Head, 40 Ac $250K, 20 Ac $140

Green Valley:

Madera Reserve: 3 BR, Den, Views, Pool $599K
Madera Reserve Building Lots $150K+
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La Siesta
Campgrounds

Around Arivaca

Camp YOUR way in the splendor of the spacious
outdoors. C’mon in and pitch a tent, park your favorite recreational vehicle or give glamping a go as
you step back in time in a vintage trailer rental. Whatever your choice, it’s camping on a grand scale at La
Siesta’s five-star friendly campground. Check
our Facebook for upcoming events to make
your stay extra special. Hope to see you soon!

Toddlers on the playground!
Pic: Nathalie Dresang

1(520)398-3132

16005 W. Hardscrabble Rd.,
Arivaca AZ

FIVE STAR RATINGS on Facebook, Tripadvisor, Yelp and Google
“Steve and his staff made this a wonderful experience.” -Colleen B.
“A little bit of heaven dropped in Arivaca, AZ and it is called La Siesta Campground.”
-Karen A.
“Can I give La Siesta more than 5 stars?” -Kathleen O.

Eating yummy
lunches in the toddler room!
Pic: Nathalie Dresang

The Holidays are Here
Find unique,
hand-crafted gifts
at Arivaca’s Artists’ Co-op
15 local artists’ work is
on display.

Jack Rees, our faithful
archery leader and driver,
got his pick up and trailer
ready for the Green Valley
White Elephant Parade.
Pic: Barbara Stockwell

Open Thur, Fri & Sun 11-4
& Sat 10-4

ARIVACA

230-8612

CO-OP gallery

Main St. Arivaca
www.arivacacoop.com

aribaC
e
f
f
a
C
Arivaca

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Daily, serving Gadsden Coffee,
specialty teas, lunch menu, pastries, smoothies, and more
Special Breakfast Menu, Saturday & Sunday from 8-11
16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca 1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca

(520)398-3251

Dottie Rees and Patrisha Hamilton with the
4-H float at the Green
Valley White Elephant
Parade. Some of our riders arrived a little late
but were with us in time
for the ride!

Pic: Barbara Stockwell

Arivaca Early Learning
Center

By Nathalie Dresang
ll of us at the Arivaca Early

A

Learning Center want to wish
Happy Holidays to all of you!
Thanks to such lovely warm
weather, we picked zucchini until
mid-month. Now we have pulled
out the plants and we are busy
digging and refreshing the soil.
We are going to be adding about
10 bags of garden soil to our three
raised beds. Soil is just about as
much fun as sand!
We have been studying stink
bugs and grasshoppers. The
toddlers like to carry grass-hoppers around in cups and they
laugh when the insects jump out.
The preschoolers have utilized
every bug box available to catch
critters in. We always release the
bugs at the end of outside time so
they can go back to their families.
The babies love their quadruple

Arivaca Fire District (AFD)
To Offer an Emergency Medical Responder Course in
January
By Kathleen Wishnick
mergency Medical Responder

E

is a broad term, used either to
describe a certain EMS certification
level, or generally to describe those
who respond to medical emergencies. Emergency Medical Responders
(EMR) provide initial emergency care
first on the scene (police/fire department/search and rescue) and support
Emergency Medical Technicians. The
skills allowed at this level are very
similar to an EMTs typically including
patient assessment, taking vital signs,
bleeding control, positive pressure
ventilation with a bag valve mask,
oropharyngeal airway, supplemental
oxygen administration, oral suctioning, cardio-pulmonary resuscitation
(CPR), use of an automated external
defibrillator (AED), splinting, and
assisting in the administration of basic
medications such as epinephrine auto-injectors and oral glucose. They are
also trained in packaging, moving and
transporting patients. The minimum
skills recommendations put forth by
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and endorsed by the

Arivaca Human Resource
Up-date
By Kimberly Dunson
e would like to Thank all the

W

volunteers that help at Human
Resource in preparing our yummy,
nutritious meals every day. We are now
feeding 60 people a day!!!

We are always needing more volunteers
to help in the kitchen. If you are able and
available, please call or come into the
office to see where you can help.
On another note, we have finalized the
propane assistance with Amado Feed
so any of you that are getting propane
assistance will now be using Amado
feed as the Mercantile is no longer on
the assistance program. The Board of
Directors has approved us to make a
trip to Amado to get propane tanks
filled for those of you that do not have
transportation.
The days we will go to Amado will be,
tentatively, on the first and third Thursday
of the month.
Our next rummage sale will be on
December 3rd and we will also be having
our $5.00 a bag for clothes sale that day
as well.
We are also doing a Food Drive starting
in December for the entire month. This
will be for our food box program. We are
requesting items such as proteins, canned
beans, canned meats, or canned fish. This
will help us to provide better food boxes

stroller, and probably chase bugs
on their daily outings.
In November we did a special
study on India. We borrowed 9
books from the U of A College of
Education library. We read about
saris, rangolis and chapatis. We
made yellow playdough, and we
discovered that chapatis are a little
like tortillas. Some of the children
discovered that if you wrap a
blanket or fabric around you then
you can pretend to be a mermaid...
oh these imaginations!
One of our favorite moments in
November was building a duplo
tower out of 102 blocks. It was
taller than everyone! It almost
touched the ceiling. Also in the
block area we have built caves,
castles, buildings and we have had
a few avalanches and mud slides,
too.
Special thanks to our wonderful
staff, fabulous families, priceless
volunteers, and beautiful children!
National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians include: airway and
breathing; assessment; Pharmacological Interventions; Emergency Trauma
Care and Medical/Cardiac Care. For
a more detailed descriptions or the
skills, go to https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Emergency_medical_responder. Generally speaking, Emergency
Medical Responders (EMRs) require
80 to 120 hours of training. If you are
interested in the EMR course, please
contact Chief Austin or Patti Jent at
520 398-2003. Classes begin Saturday,
January 14, 2017.
On another topic regarding AFD, you
might have noticed the Fuel Reduction work being conducted east of the
Library and North of the town site.
The work is part a limited Fuel Reduction Grant awarded to AFD by Arizona State Forestry to clear 8.92 acres
around the town site. When the work
is completed, Arivaca will have a 166’
fire break around the town. This work
will reduce the probably of a wildfire
endangering homes and businesses
within the town site. AFD will be
conducting the Fuel Reduction work
through January 2017. A warm thank
you to the Fuel Reduction Grant crew
for all the work you are doing and to
AZ State Forestry for helping to make
our community safer.
for our clients.
Exciting news we will be partners with the
Food Bank in Amado and Green Valley
and will be getting food boxes, just like
the ones you would get from them, so you
do not need to go to Amado or Green
Valley for food boxes. We are also linked
to their computer system so if you have
gone to another food bank
it will show up in the computer. We will
start getting the food boxes around the
middle of November and moving forward.
Please come see us for your food box
needs. We can also do our pantry boxes to
help supplement you through the month.
On December 10th we will be having
an Open House for all to come and see
the changes that we have made inside
the building. It will be from 10 a.m.
to 12noon. Please come and join us in
celebrating our new building inside and
out. We look forward to seeing you there!
We would also like to ask those of you
that bring in clothing donations, to please
hold off until January, as we have an
overabundance of clothing at the moment.
Please feel free to start bringing
clothing donation in after the New
Year. Thank you for your patience
and attention in these matters. Always
remember that we are here to help in
any way we can so do not hesitate to
come in if you need help.
Thank You from the Staff and
Board Members of Arivaca Human
Resources.

December at Marian’s
Market

By Les Rivett
ecember is a great time to visit

D

Marian’s Market, Arivaca’s Farmer
and Artisan Market. Did you know the
market is open year round? Arivacan’s
have their home made or home grown
products available inside the square.
A nice place to hang out, visit with
friends, and stock up on local items,
the market is open Saturdays from
9-Noon.
The holiday’s are just around the
corner. During December, Marian’s
Market is the perfect spot for local
gifts. Foods for your holiday parties
and family gatherings are available.
Gift baskets are ready to go at Janice’s
table. If you’d like, purchase an empty
one and make your own gift basket
by visiting all the market booths and
street vendors.
The Arivaca Community Garden is at
Arivaca’s Farmers market every week.
The Garden has winter vegetables.
Eggs by the dozen are gone quick.
Volunteers come each Saturday with
the freshest produce. Ask them about
dates for your holiday cooking.
Jay’s Garden Variety has fresh winter
greens and will be at the market every
week with veggies as long as the
weather holds out. Dried herbs and
herb blends from JGV are available
starting this month. Fresh baked
goods are at the market on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays. Special orders for
holiday pies, cakes and party platters
are being taken now.
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will
be at Marian’s Market every Saturday

SEEKING A FEW GOOD
ELVES......

CANDY SHACK FUNDRAISER

- DECEMBER 10, 2016. November has been a month to express
gratitude for the plentiful harvest in
life. December ushers in a season of
festivities and giving love to others.
Arivaca celebrates with the Tree
Lighting at Marian’s Market space on
Friday evening, December 9, and the
Holiday Parade on Saturday morning, December 10, 2016. The Candy
Shack will be open 9:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. on the 10th.

The Candy Shack Fundraiser cel-

in December. Get your holiday
tamales-beef or green chili/corn. She
also brings empanadas and tortilla’s.
Strings of beautiful red dried chili’s are
available now. Be there soon after 9,
she sells out quick.
Sally makes several varieties of bread
for the market every week. Get fresh
loaves of your favorite. She takes
special orders too. Her breads will be
great in a holiday gift basket.
Stockwell Honey will be back at
the market in December. Chris has
wonderful things made out of honey
to try. Her cranberry butter is perfect
for the holidays. Of course, honey is
perfect any time and is a nice stocking
stuffer.
Kyle has been joining the market with
fresh eggs each week. His chickens
are free range and are fed organic/
non-gmo feed. His egg Nog, for your
holiday enjoyment, is available this
month.
The vendors listed above are at the
market 2 or more weeks a month.
New vendors are at Marian’s Market
each week. In November there was
horse hair beaded work, fresh flowers,
wreaths and more. Hand crafted
unique and one of a kind items
and gifts will be at the market in
December.
Marian’s Market is happy to be
participating in the 2017 Ecofest and
Home Tour. If you would like to set up
a booth with your home crafted/home
grown items for the Ecofest, please
give me a call. I’m in the book or you
know where to find me.
From all of us at Marian’s Market in
downtown Arivaca-Happy Holiday’s
and have a Happy New Year!

ebrates its sixth year on Saturday,
December 10, 2016. Plan ahead to
get the sugar boiling and chocolate
melting. All are welcome to contribute homemade candy and baked
goods for the sale. Arivaca is full of
talented bakers and candy makers.
Fudge in all flavors, caramels, chocolate-covered everything and more!
will adorn the tables. Santa is likely
to show up!!
Proceeds are used to support programs and organizations in Arivaca
that support the children of Arivaca.
In the past children have received direct gifts, the Early Learning Center
at the Arivaca Action Center and the
Community Center have received
playground equipment and funds
for their programs. Suggestions for
the recipient of this year’s funds are
welcome.
Of course, “it takes a village” so we’re
seeking a few Good Elves to help
with set up, sales, and clean up, as
well as bakers. Candy and baked
goods can be dropped off by 9 am on
December 10th at the Candy Shack
tables in town, near the Art Co-Op,
or at La Gitana the night before.
Contact Dana Topping (520/5782128) to volunteer, for information
and/or assistance.
We look forward to wonderful donations and a great turn out for the
Candy Shack. Happy Holidays!!

Community Calendar

Sounds of the Desert Series
The toe tapping concerts you love will begin in January. These musicians will bring some new
and also old favorities.
January 7 - Sonoran Dogs are frequent headliners with a mix of blue grass, folk, original compositions and amazing banjo picking.
February 4 - The Dust Devils brings new grass and blue grass with an emphasis on vocal
harmonies.
March 4 - Rondstat Generations brings a mix of their Mexican and Southwest heritage with
come new instruments and music.
March 25 - Jack Williams brings dazzling picking, an expressive voice and unique song writing
both mountain and western.
Tickets are $15 at the door. Come on down for fun and good music
These 2 pm Saturday concerts are at the Unitarian Universalist Auditorium at the Amado Territory Ranch off Interstate 19 at Exit 48 East.
Faith Baptist Church will be presenting an outdoor program, “A Cowboy Christmas”, on December 10th at 6:00 pm. The church is located at the corner of Arivaca Rd. and Hardscrabble
Rd. Dress warm and bring a lawn chair. Coffee, Hot Chocolate and Cookies will follow the
play. Everyone is welcome! For more information: 398-3217
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Poor Gun Control- Death’s Muster Roll
By John D. Coutts

I got no love in my life
By John D. Coutts 2016
Hey man, I got no love in my life,
no family, no kids, no loving wife.
Served my country, nobody cares,
my dog just died, my cat just stares.
Got no friends, can’t find a high,
got plenty of time but I wanna die.
I tried religion but stole from the plate,
booze and drugs were a miserable mate.
Tried self- love but found disdain,
I looked in the mirror and saw my pain.

Hey dude, can you sell me a gun?
Sure son, what sort of gun do you want?
Well, I just want a small one that fits in my hand.
Son, you’re thinking like a wimp, you need big!
But, but, I only need a small gun that fits in my hand!
I hear you buddy and I know your plight,
Son, you’re not thinking right, big is always better,
blood of battle enfeebles man’s might.
how about an AK47, the world’s favorite weapon,
Let me hold your hand upon my heart
it comes with two thousand rounds of ammunition.
to Feel love beat your brand new start.
Dude, I just want a small gun that fits in my hand!!
Follow my footsteps with honor and pride,
Listen to me, when you buy a gun here you get free
to a house of love where compassion resides.
targets and ten per cent discount off your next purchase.
Son, If you’re a Military Veteran I have a great deal for you,
Eat from a table spread with food of grace,
a slightly used .30 cal machine gun, came off a chopper in Vietnam,
then sleep in the shelter of this loving place.
comes with ten thousand rounds of armor piercing ammunition.
Wake in the morning to a fellowship sun,
Dude, are you deaf? I only want a small gun that fits in my hand!!!
that shines love’s light till the battle is won.
Ok, ok, I hear you; I have the ideal weapon for you, the UZI .22 cal pistol,
its semi automatic, forty round magazine, a real killer with a killer deal.
Hey man, I need a hug!
I don’t need a pistol like that; a six shot .45 cal is all I need!!!!
Son, don’t waste your money on useless crap like that,
Written to honor our homeless Vets and all
for fifty dollars more I have a nine shot .45 pistol, a real steal.
those who volunteer to help them.
OK, OK, sounds like a good deal, want to load it for me?
jingle bells
Sure son, do you want hollow nose or armor piercing rounds?
Just load the cannon you son of a bitch!
oh... the season is upon us
Done, will you be paying by cash or card?
the stores are decked out
JUST
IN
CASE…?
the elves are hard at work
First, let me feel the balance of my new gun, hmm, perfect.
on them is nary a pout
Son, why are you pointing the pistol at your head?
[ a little word play on mixing up
Oh no! He blew his brains out, man what a mess,
rudolph is out on the field
“secretary” and “cemetery”]
blood and brains everywhere.
gathering his oats and grain
Oh hell, now the cops will close us down for the day,
the rest are lounging about
What an inconsiderate bastard!
Old-fashioned cemetery skills to fall back on
hoping not for an early rain
Shame! Gun control-out of control
aren’t instilled in young women anymore.

PLAYING WITH WORDS
Miss Heffelfinger pointedly insisted
that for her Students’ Piano Recital,
all our pieces must be memorized:
O Sole Mio, Fur Elise, or whatever.
“Playing by heart”, they called it—
but my heart wasn’t into that, back then.
“Playing without the music”—
no notes? no reminders? No way!
In a rare stubborn streak
that caught even me by surprise
I pronounced I would not
play by these rules.

No more:-using cryptic shorthand, skeletal speed-writing,
digging up addresses and records from the past,
undertaking research,
typing and re-typing and covering up errors,
burying things in fine print,
making good carbon copies,
properly greeting arrivals,
having coffee ever-ready, taking care of the grounds,
filing well for convenient future access, or
relaying messages between clients and the hard-toreach boss.
Old-fashioned cemetery skills to fall back on
aren’t instilled in young women anymore.

					--Ann M. Penton

We were paying her, weren’t we?
I should have some say and would not
show up unless my sheets of music
could be propped there in front of me.
I’d do it the way I learned and practiced,
the way I always performed before.		
Who says that’s no good? Why switch
and change it to more of a chore?
And a wordsmith playing within me
wonders now, with a winsome grin,
what audience would come listen
if they knew: There will be no music.
				

--Ann M. Penton

mrs santa is up and about
checking the fudge and stew
for she knows santa’s appetite
and that of the whole crew
lil sis needs a scarf
and maybe some mittens to boot
and brother tommy is into games
on clothes he doesn’t give a hoot
aunt mary is leaving soon
something about a new start
and this is her favorite time
for us also to open our hearts
so for us still about
it is time to restart
and open the door
to see our full cart
so to all i wish
good cheer and health
for this is the best wealth
in this and every new year
jj kazlauskas

Trump 2015 2016
By Timothy Jones
“His name is Trump, Donald that is.
God is watching. He believes in this.
Now that he’s running, you can be sure.
He’ll build a wall, with a Big Big Door.
This country needs, A Turn for the Better.
Maybe I’ll sit Down, and write Him a
Letter.
Maybe its best. If I kneel and Pray.
To Elect a Man, that’s here to stay!
And do what’s right, no matter what.
When bad thoughts come, my mouth will
shut.
We need a Leader, That’s not a coward.
No ones running by the name of Howard.
So lets support, the man named Trump.
And watch a movie, Forrest Gump...
P.S. He’s not a wimp, Eat Bubba Gump
Shrimp!

Beautiful “Eco-Oasis” that
you can see at the Arivaca
Ecofest this January!
Pics: Julie Rucker

The Wind Storm
It came down from the mountains,
It hurried in from town,
It whistled in teh hallway,
And made a frightful sound.
It left the hallways empty,
It completely looted toewn,
It rushed back up teh mountains,
And blew the rain mist down.
Marcella Perunko

Arivaca Ecofest News

The Proud bald eagle,
soaring on flat wind-swept wings,
suddenly plunges.
Marcella Perunko

Thank You From the Coop!
Many thanks and muchas gracias to
the Arivaca community for supporting
the Arivaca Artists’ Coop fundraiser
in November. “The p.ART.y netted
over $1,200 which will go towards
rent,” said treasurer Nancy Fricchione
and owner of Arivaca Mesquite. “It’s a
fun event and judging by the turnout,
people enjoyed it.”
“Special thanks is due to our musicians Andrew Alday, Hal Buckingham,
Chad Denson, and Tommy. As for Pete
Koelhepp and Donna de Metevier we
can’t thank them enough for support
with setup and construction of perimeter dividers.”
The event showcased work by member
artists Lorraine Armour, Christina
Baklanoff, John Curry, Ellen Dursema,
Ari Ellis, Peggy Kane, Mary Kasulaitis,
Diana MacDonnel, Heather Meade,
Maggie Milinovitch, Samantha Moore,
Perinos’ Studio, Terry Ross, Bart Santello, Mary Scott, and John and Nancy
Tucker.
Photos of the event can be found on
the Arivaca Artists Co-op facebook
page.
There’s still plenty of time to shop
for Christmas at the Coop. Hours of
operation are Thursday, Friday and
Sunday from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. and
Saturdays 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

By Ari

First a big thank you to everyone
who is stepping up to help make this
a wonder-full festival. It does take a
village. Between the homes on the
tour, the speakers, exhibitors, and
Arivaca organizations and businesses,
we have an abundance of great
offerings.
Are you curious about foraging
for wild native food? Seed saving?
Restoration of land and local
economy? Harvesting rainwater?
Wildlife-friendly gardening? Our
speakers address these topics, and
perhaps will inspire you to action.
Some speakers will have exhibitor
tables as well.
Want to share your surplus and get
new seeds for your garden? There will
be seed-swap at Marian’s Market at the
Master Gardeners’ booth, manned by
Jay Rivett. Organic, open-pollinated
varieties only please. Bring your seeds
on EcoFest day in small packages
labeled with plant name, year and
location last grown out.
We changed the location of the
exhibits to the Old School House Park.
Speaking events will be held inside the
Old School House. There will be plenty
of room for eco vendors and exhibitors
in the park, so if you or someone you
know wants to set up there, let us
know. The Arivaca Action Center is
still the entry point where people can
get tickets and their maps...and madeto-order breakfast burritos!
A lot more information can
be found at our website: www.
ArivacaEcofest2017.wordpress.com
It includes all festival how-to, the
tour sites, speaker and exhibitor
listings, food offerings, suggestions
for lodging, information on Arivaca
and links to other Arivaca sites. The
EcoFest brochure can be printed or
downloaded from the website. (The
map will be given out at Action Center
upon entry.)

Tickets, for $10 each, will be available
online via PayPal, at the door (Action
Center), Green Valley Chamber of
Commerce, Arivaca Artists’ Coop,
Library, and a few other local venues
to be announced.
EcoFest postcards and flyers are
available to distribute around – an easy
way for us all to invite folks to attend.
Do you have some good locations for
spreading the word?
Let us know how you want to
participate. We need people to be
hosts and traffic helpers, assist at the
festival entry, make and place signs
on the roads and more. Email us at
ArivacaEcoFest2017@gmail.com. Save
the date: Saturday, January 28, 2017

An Eco-Oasis
By Julie Rucker
Located just off Old Stage Rd. is

an incredible treasure waiting to be
toured in this upcoming annual home
tour.
Walking onto the property it
suddenly feels like you are in a small
oasis in the middle of the desert.
There are two homes on the property;
both tucked into the rolling hillside,
blending harmoniously with the
landscape. Pete Kohlhepp and his
father started building the first home
in 1976, and it is a project that “just
keeps on growing.”
The original concept behind this
eco-home was that it was a good idea
from a financial standpoint. Which has
obviously paid off, because at net zero
today, he is virtually bill free! Solar
panels provide power for the entire
property; in excess of what is used.
The rainwater harvest system is
set up with large tank that sits atop a
hill; flowing down into a secondary
reservoir tank, nestled next to the
greenhouse and a screened-in garden.
This rainwater collecting system, is
used to help nourish the surrounding
landscape, as well as supplying water
to a small pond, which several goldfish
call home.
The first house, Pete’s father’s, is
rammed-earth, sided up to a hill.
Southern and western-facing windows
maximize the use of sunlight; which
provides great passive solar heating.
The second house, Pete’s, is situated
lower on the hill,dug into the side,
8 feet into the ground. The high
windows and open floor plan create
a surprising amount of light; using
stained-glass, Pete brings in an
illuminating array of color.
Since retiring, he is able to spend
more time working on what he wants,
around where he wants; repairing the
old, whilst creating the new. Today, he
says his goal is to take a line or shape,
something ordinary, and allow people
to see it in a new, or beautiful way. This
is most evident in his “Avatar trees”.
A newfound love of concrete gave
life to the small, curved, retaining
walls that line the hill down from
his home. This maximizes level yard
space, while also preventing future
land erosion.
The way colored-glass, and fanciful
metal sculptures are incorporated
throughout the landscape is incredibly
beautiful and environmentally
conscious as well, since they require
no water. For someone who says he
has “no artistic background”, it is hard
to believe that his property is not a
work of art in and of itself.

Arivaca Holiday Celebration
on December 9th and 10th

On Friday evening Dec 9th, starting
at 4:30, Santa will be at the Farmer’s
Market for Dinner with Santa,
Caroling, Decorating and Lighting of
the Holiday Tree. Then he’ll be off to
the North Pole to help the Elves put

the finishing touches on the toys he’ll
deliver to the boys and girls around
the world. Come visit Santa and
deliver your last-minute wish list!
On Saturday Dec 10th, starting at
10:00am, the Arivaca Fire District
is sponsoring the Holiday Parade
(Arivaca Rd. closes at 9:45).
Participants from Arivaca and the
surrounding area are joining in the
celebration. Even Santa, Mrs. Claus
and a few Elves will be riding in their
sleigh! You won’t want to miss eating
the AFD Auxiliary’s breakfast burritos
during the parade, shopping at the
Candy Shack or visiting with Santa
afterwards. Santa hopes to be able to
give kids, ages 0-12, a present to start
off the holiday season.
If anyone would like to be in the
parade, or know of any groups that
would, please contact Patti Jent. Also,
donations of new toys for children
age 12 and under would be greatly
appreciated. If you have an extra new
toy that you would like to donate to
help Santa on December 10th please
drop it off at the Arivaca fire station.
For more information, contact:
Linda for Friday night activities
(630/222-4671)
Patti for Saturday activities (520/3988515)

11/08/16 Mayoral Results
Kenny Buchanan			
46 + Connection
Chuck Maultsby			
43 + Connection
Write ins:
Velocity the Donkey			
9
Prop 205				
3
Jeremy Brunk				
2
The following all had 1 vote each:
Esteban, Big Jake the donkey, Ace
the dog, Sweety the cat, Sydney the
dog, Tully the dog, Maggie M.
Notable Ballots:
There were several Chuck Buchanan and Kenny Maultsby votes
The following are word for word
from the ballet slips:
Big Jake, since he is a donkey-guess
he's a democrat.
Chuck-he buys us beer.
Whoever drives a limo-we must
keep up.
Chuck, Chuck, Kenny, Kenny, you
guys work it out.
Chuck had sex with my sister. She
said it was the best she ever had!
Kenny had sex with my dog. No
Comment from the dog.
Chuck-If you finish your honey do
list before July. Signed with a heart.
Ahh!
The ballet box was stolen at 7 PM
on election night, After many calls
to him, the thief returned it in tact
on Wednesday morning. He said,
“I took it to protect the integrity of
the election and to be sure all votes
and comments were recorded.”
Congratulations Mayor Kenny and
to Vice Mayor Chuck.
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DOG SITTING.
Clean, quiet
individual accommodations. $15 per
day. 520-398-2526.
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2
BR, 2 Bath home on the water in
the Bahia. All necessities furnished.
Call 398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing by
R D Ayers. Humane alternative to
killing these valuable predators. 520
820 2947.
IF YOU WANT TO DRINK, THAT’S
YOUR BUSINESS If you want
to stop, that’s ours. AA Meetings,
Tubac Community Center, 50
Bridge Rd., Tubac, AZ 85646. Open
to all: Mon., Wed., Fri. 7 PM, Tues.
Noon. Men’s meeting: Sat. Noon
RV/TRAILER PARKING Space.
Near Arivaca on 40 acres fenced with
cattle guard, 45 foot shade Canopy
with side patio awnings. $350.00 per
month, includes water, electricity &
sewer. Call 480-216-8982
HOME WANTED in Townsites for
Sale or Rent. Need minimum 2
bdrm 2 bath. Call Laura 520-4909004

ANNOUNCING
A
FREE
FIREARMS
SAFETY
AND
SHOOTING CLASS for Arivaca
residents. Tony Beauchene, will be
offering a free firearm safety and
shooting class to interested parties.
The focus will be on handguns but
the same training will help you with
long guns as well. In the two hour
class you will learn proper safe
handling and storage of handguns,
as well as how to improve your
shooting accuracy, and also how
a handgun should be used in a
self defense situation. The classes
will begin in November, you must
supply your own handgun and
ammunition. To sign up e-mail Tony
at tonybeauchene1@gmail.com
FOR RENT - AVAIL NOW Longterm trailer space for 1 person. No
drugs, no children, non-smoker
preferred. Elec. & water hook-ups.
1st & last month in advance.(520)
398-2586.
HORSEMAN LES VOGT IN
ARIVACA FOR 2-DAY CLINICAn
opportunity to learn from a master,
whether you compete or ride
recreationally, whether your horse
is in an English or Western saddle.

January 14-15 2017, within 10
minutes of town. 9:00 to 5:00. $250
includes both days. Contact Nancy
Johnson, email nancyj@easystreet.
net or 503.720.9356.
FIREWOOD-seasoned
mesquite,16”length,$250/
cord,delivered &stacked- 520-4257625
USED BOOK AND RUMMAGE
SALEFriday & Saturday, Dec. 9-10,
at 9 amto noon. Also a BAKE SALE
on Sat.,Dec. 10 at the UU Church.
Amado Territory, Interstate 19 Exit
48.
CHILI COOKOFF WITH CAR AND
MOTORCYLE SHOW in front of
the UU Church, Amado Territory,
iSat. Dec. 10, 10 am to 2pm, Amado
Territory, Interstate 19 , Exit 48
LARGE RV SPACE 1/3 acre, fenced,
shade trees. In exchange for light
work. One mile to PO and minimarket. Call 398-9634
ACCEPTING
DONATIONS!
Arivaca Helping Hearts is accepting
donations for the 2016/2017 year!
As a 501(c)3, your donation is tax
deductible. Please help us help the

people of Arivaca. Our micro grants
help people with every day needs.
So if you need help or if you can help,
please give us a call! 260-0963 or
stop by Cinderella House/Bill’s Rock
Shop Friday or Saturday.

Come to Arivaca for the
Holidays!
December 9th:

Tree decoration and lighting, carolling
and Santa! Starts at 4:30

December 10th:

Holiday parade, 10:00AM
Candy shack, Presents with Santa and
more!
Casino Rural-Old West Table Games and
tamale benefit for Aggie Fraser, 1-3
Faith Baptist Church, “A Cowboy Christmas” at 6PM...hot cocoa and more!

Lodging: check out AirBnB, La Siesta
Campground, Casino Rural

Eats: Gadsden Coffee, Virgina’s, BK’s

Outlaw BBQ, Arivaca Mercantile, La
Gitana Cantina
Shopping: Cinderella House/Bill’s Rock
Shop near the Arivaca Clinic, Arivaca
Artists’ Co-Op, Arivaca Mercantile, Gadsden Coffee, Marian’s Market (Saturdays)

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS

TUESDAYS:

Every Sat - 9a - Noon: Farmers'
Market.

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca
Women & Wine, 5-7pm at the Old
Schoolhouse.

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources
Rummage Sale
2nd Sat - 10a - Arivaca Alive!
meeting at Arivaca Library

CONNECTION
POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601
SazConnection@gmail.com

SUNDAYS - am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call for
times - 398-28391
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2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca
Action Center - Board mtgs.
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
Last Sun - 5:30pm - Arivaca
Potluck at Obe Sweetwater’s home
1st and 3rd Sunday - Board
Games for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5
-8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
4:00 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
5:30- 6:30 pm - Silent Meditation
at Old Schoolhouse
2nd Mon - 6:30pm - Ariv. Fire Dist.
Auxilary - at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health
Services - 4pm - meeting at the
Arivaca Action Center.

WEDNESDAYS:

Meaningful Moments
Holiday Craft Workshops:
Wednesdays 2-5 OctoberDecember ACC
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library
Book Club call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human
Resources Group mtg. - Human
Resource Office Public Invited
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old
Schoolhouse
3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire
District board mtg @ Fire House
www.arivacafiredistrict.org
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca
Action Center
2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite
3rd Fri - 3pm - Arivaca Family
and Community Education
Assn. At the Library 594-5235
3rd Fri- 11:00am Friends of the
Arivaca Library - Board Meeting

Friends over 50 Trips: once a
month posted on ACC white
Board at the PO or call 3983010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM:
Mon.-Fri. after school till 5:30 pm.

