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Arivaca Yesterdays

ARIVACA RANCH Part IV
By Mary N. Kasulaitis

It would be an understatement

to say that the1920s weren’t good
for the Arivaca Ranch. The weather
did not cooperate and financially
it was in trouble. There were a
number of interested parties which
complicated the business dealings.
John Bogan was still attempting to
keep it together, but he was ailing
and aging, and finally passed away
in 1928.
The Arivaca Ranch was large, but
not as large as it would become
under the Boices.
Bogan had
been acquiring property all along.
However, since Las Jarillas Ranch
and Tres Bellotas Ranch would
become part of the ranch in this
time period, we should spend a
little time with Jack McVey and
Eugene Shepherd.* Jack was an
Easterner from a well-to-do family,
who came out in 1906 to go to the
University of Arizona. He loved the
cowboy life and probably became
acquainted with Arivaca through
the Bernard family, as he was close
in age to Nonie Bernard. As early as
1911, he and W.F. (Forbes) Talcott,
another wealthy young man, had
incorporated Las Jarillas Cattle
Company. Jack obtained some
land on a site formerly occupied

by Manuel Miranda. When the
Coronado National Forest was
established, he acquired a special
use permit for a residence on this
property, somewhere around 1912.
According to Fred Noon, “McVey
built a showplace residence which
would have been appropriate in
the finer residential sections of
Tucson or Phoenix, A U-shaped
structure of Spanish style, it
surrounded a courtyard of flowers
and ornamental shrubs. Each wing
had two bedrooms and a bathroom,
and in the rear section a living
room with a $2000 Persian rug
covering the floor, also a library,
kitchen and servant quarters. The
servants were Blacks brought from
the East.” When the telephone
line was brought in to Arivaca
by the Army he was able to have
it extended to his ranch. All on a
special use permit.
When Jack applied to the National
Forest Service for a homestead
patent on this land, he contended
that he had lived there for a
number of years and was using it
for agricultural purposes, having
planted an orchard. He also applied
for a grazing allotment. The Forest
Service thought he was “essentially
the type of homesteader which the
Forest Service should encourage.
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While it is true that he has greater
financial means than the average
applicant, nevertheless he is
energetic and business-like and
in proportion to his means will
no doubt do much more than
the average in the permanent
development and improvement of
his section...” (Coronado National
Forest records) Another applicant
for the grazing allotment was
a representative of the Refugio
Lopez family, who was discounted
(reason not given) in favor of Jack.
(The Lopez family homesteaded
elsewhere and is still in the cattle
business in the Arivaca area.)
Appearances were deceiving, for
Jack promptly had to mortgage
the property. This was in part due
to a tragic incident involving his
partner, Forbes Talcott. Jack had
gone East to marry, and Forbes
purchased a fine horse to give him
as a wedding present. As he was
trying out the horse, Talcott was
thrown and his neck was broken.
He was taken to Tucson and the
finest doctor in Los Angeles was
brought in by special train to attend
him, but it was to no avail. He died
of his injuries. Jack McVey returned
with his new wife Julia and kept on
with Las Jarillas Cattle Company.
He purchased homesteads in
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the Arivaca Creek area from the
Morenos, Dr. Ball, and Bill Earle,
among others. McVey had learned
what he knew of the cattle business
from Ramon Ahumada, Nonie
Bernard, and the other Arivaca
Ranch owners. He had close ties to
them and soon close business ties
to them as well.
Enter another player in this
drama. Eugene Shepherd was a
former Californian and self-made
cattleman. Orphaned at 14, he
went to work as a cowboy. Soon
he was able to go out on his own,
and became involved in several
endeavors in Northern California
and Nevada. He and his family
relocated to Arizona and went into
the cattle business near Winkelman
in 1908. After selling out there in
1918, he bought a part interest in
Las Jarillas from McVey and moved
to Arivaca. As it turned out, he had
gotten in at a bad time, but perhaps
he thought he could salvage
things. By 1920 Las Jarillas and the
Arivaca Ranch were consolidated.
Shepherd himself brought the
adjoining Tres Bellotas Ranch into
the ALCC fold. Situated on the
border, Tres Bellotas had been the

Arivaca Ranch
Continued on page 2
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Arivaca Ranch
Continued from page 1...
property of Porfirio Rodriguez for
years. Eugene Shepherd was able
to homestead the Tres Bellotas and
received title in 1925. This would
not improve his financial situation,
because Mother Nature and larger
economic issues intervened.
1920-21 are the years Arivaca
cattlemen remember best for a
prolonged drought. It is said that no
rain fell for a year. It hurt everyone,
but especially the ALCC. Ranchers
had to go to great lengths to keep
themselves solvent and their
herds together. Every effort had
to be taken. Katherine Grantham
remembers her brother bringing
calves in on his saddle, their
mothers having succumbed to the
drought. Many cattle became stuck
in the mud of the cienaga, where a
little water remained and a breath
of dampness attracted thirsty cows.
In those days there weren’t many
windmills or man-made reservoirs
and animals depended upon
natural water holes. The Arivaca
Ranch lost a lot of cows, and little
calves were wandering all over
the creek bottoms. Neighboring
rancher Arthur Noon asked the
Arivaca Ranch manager if they
wanted those calves and was told
no, so he built a mesquite corral
and had it plastered with mud to
keep out the wind and provide
protection for the little dogies.
Arthur had quite a lot of dried corn
on hand, grown the year before,
which he soaked until it was soft

and fed to the calves. Most of them
survived, which mitigated the loss
of cows that he, too, had suffered.
By the mid-1920s, Arivaca Ranch
was in serious financial difficulty,
due to drastic losses of cattle
during the drought and low cattle
prices. The early 20s were times of
crisis for everyone in agriculture in
the West. To solve problems with
financing and encourage exports,
the War Finance Corporation,
created originally to fund World
War I, was re-purposed by the
federal
government.
Millions
of dollars poured into Arizona
ranches. The Arivaca Ranch and
Las Jarillas were jointly mortgaged.
The War Finance Corporation held
the mortgage for a time as did
Tucson Realty and Trust. Then
Ramon Ahumada died in 1926,
as the result of an accident. John
Bogan died in 1928 at the age of
72. The last two of the original
ALCC operators were gone. Jack
McVey and Eugene Shepherd
went on to other endeavors, but
Shepherd always contended that
after all the troubles were over
with, he had paid back all that he
had owed. All during the 1920s the
ranch was held together in hopes
that a purchaser would surface. In
1929 the Border Land and Cattle
Company purchased ALCC and
Las Jarillas, but this too was a
temporary situation. Finally, in
1930, the Boice family, operating
the Chiricahua Cattle Company,
purchased the ranch. A new era
had begun in Arivaca valley. To be
continued…

Greetings Readers and Contributors!
I know I might sound like a broken record, but there are
passions aplenty about the President and some of his Cabinet choices, executive orders and other policy proposals. No
matter what side of the debate you are on, I really encourage
you to view the people you disagree with as human beings,
and not some monsters that your news channel of choice
has told you to demonize. Democrats are just as worried
about the direction things are going in as Republicans were
back when Obama was elected President the first time.
I worry that we will be seeing more and more people reacting from a place of fear and anger than from a place of
love, and this is not at all good for our country. Many of the
powers that lurk behind both Parties expect and encourage
us to be divided, because divided we are easier to manipulate. United, we are harder to control. The greatest secret
out there is that we have so much more in common than we
lack. Find that common ground and build upon it. Or, at
the very least, listen with respect to your scared Democrat
friend, or your resolute Republican friend.
Thank you! And enjoy this February issue!

Kristen
The parties listed below request the “anonymous” entity known as “AADAI”,

“Adorable-Deplorable”, “Arizonans Against Drugs and Illegals” and all other
pseudonyms to immediately stop sending communications to them including
but not limited to: Twitter, Facebook, email, PO Boxes, correspondances sent
to homes, businesses, places of work, etc. All continued communications will
be considered criminal harassment and included in Pima County Sheriff case
number 151116263. If you wish to be included on this announcement, please
contact me at sAZConnection@gmail.com to add your name to the list. Direct
concerns and evidence of infractions to Pima County Sheriffs Department,
under case number 151116263.
Kristen Randall Landrum, Michael Landrum, David Divine, Jay Quick, Rob &
Mary Kasulaitis, Noon Ranch, Leesa Jacobson
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Helping Ease

A Non-Profit Designer Consignor Boutique

Accepting Consignments
50/50 split or 55% in-store credit
For Appointment call: 520-398-3343
Hours: Tues-Sat 10-4
I-19 * Exit 48 * Arivaca Rd * Turn towards the mountains*
Cross Frontage Rd to 2050 Territory Lane Amado, AZ

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents
(living within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!
-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
$200 in assistance every six months
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check us
out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)260-0963, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring
invoices from vendors
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Letters

Military/Industrial Complex is
Beating the Drums to War Again
The drums of war are beating
again. This time against Russia.
The criticism against the winter
Olympic Games in Sochi began the
drum roll. Yet, for the most part the
Games went off reasonably well.
Then came agreement about fly
zones over Syria. But the US planes
“accidentally” targeted and killed
62 Syrian troops. The Russian/
Syrian attacks on Aleppo make the
headlines while US/Iraqi attacks
on Mosul and Saudi Arabian//
US attacks on Yemen are barely
footnoted if mentioned at all.
When the USSR imploded,
Gorbachov was assured that the
western powers would not push into
former members of the Soviet Union.
Yet NATO has continued to move
east including into Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia. Vladimir Putin has
pushed back in Crimea and Ukraine.
Americans are now up-in-arms
about Russian influence over recent
election results which surprised both
countries. How convenient for the
military/industrialists that we forget
about US involvement in the 1953
overthrow of democratically elected
President Mohammed Mossadegh
in Iran. How did the assassination of
Salvador Allende in Chile who was
then replaced by Augusto Pinochet
come about? Henry Kissinger
considered it unnecessary to put up
with political leaders the US didn’t
like. What happened to Patrice
Lumumba democratically elected
Prime Minister of the Congo?
Have we forgotten what happened
in Central America including
Guatemala in 1954 to protect the
interests of United Fruit and more
recently Honduras in 2009 when
Hillary Clinton helped to keep
democratically
elected
Manuel
Zelaya out of office. Who encouraged
protestors in 2011 and 2012 against
It is taking longer and longer to
understand the reaction the opposite
parties have with the election results.
I do realize that they felt entitled to
win the election because BO policies
were something they felt was right
and just. And good for them that
have such a strong commitment to
these policies. Some are good but
some are definitely not.
Given the fact that the majority
did not have the same commitment
, with the exception of CA, and the
NE states, we have a new party
governing the country. This does
not seem to be considered by this
movement because they KNOW
what is right for the country and
dammit they are going to take to the
streets to prove it.
Without reflecting on the past
elections that did not have street
protests because it may seem that
these current protests do not have the
bonifides. They do have slogans that
just do not make a lot of sense. Most
proclaim that Trump will take away
woman’s rights, take away their right
to choice, etc. Heck he is only been
in office 2 days BUT they KNOW.
It does seem that they are trying to
bully the new administration but I
don’t know what it is they are trying
to accomplish.
We all know the entertainment
players in this mess but there is no
one with enough strength to voice
and take charge of the complaints
of the street walkers. My suggestion
is they all march on the politicians
who have failed to be successful in

Putin in Russia?
Apparently it’s ok for the US to
interfere with the political leadership
of other countries including killing
Saddam Hussein and Muammar
Gaddafi but it’s a reason to go to war
if anyone uses similar tactics against
us.
Now the US and German troops
along with tanks and other heavy,
expensive weaponry are moving into
Poland and the Baltic countries right
on Russian borders. Our media leads
us to think, we have been invited by
the people of these countries.
Yet if we remember Tieneman
Square in China and more
importantly never learned about
how the people of the Baltics stopped
the tanks of the USSR in 1989-1990,
we will understand why they may
not want NATO interference. On
August 24, 1989, people held hands
from Tallinn to Riga to Vilnius and
the USSR backed off. Lithuania got
its independence on March 22, 1990,
Estonia on March 30, 1990 and Latvia
May 4, 1990.
We were too busy trying to figure
out where to drop the bombs no
longer needed in Europe as the USSR
collapsed to know what was going
on in the Baltics. Dropping bombs
on Baghdad seemed like a good
solution even though the American
ambassador to Iraq, April Glaspie,
may have told Saddam Hussein that
the US was not concerned about what
went on between Arab neighbors.
The Iraq/Iranian eight year long
war in which the US had supported
Saddam had only recently ended.
Somehow the possibility President
Donald Trump might want to be an
ally of Vladimir Putin rather than an
enemy does not please the military/
industrialists. The possibility of
peace rather than endless war
terrifies them. The new drumbeats of
war ought to wake us up before it is
too late. Eastern European countries
really don’t want to be the front
lines of anyone else’s war. They had
more than anyone’s fair share of that
during WWII.

FEBRUARY 2017 THEME: Forming UU Identity
(Community)
February 5 Title: Community Leader: Rev. Matthew Funke Crary
Music:		Santa Rita Chorale
February 12 Title: End 40 Days Amado Leader: Rev. Matthew Funke
Crary Music: Santa Rita Chorale
February 19 Leader: Rev. Lisa McDaniel-Hutchings Music: Nancy
Turner
February 26 Title: Community Leader: Rev. Matthew Funke Crary
Music:		Janie Pogan

Devotions
on February 19, 4PM at the
Green Valley Library

Georgia Hotton

explaining to the whole country the
reason for such marginal policies
enacted by Presidential decree or one
sided political action ( “we have to
pass it before we understand whats in
it” ). And stop to think about how to
accomplish the ideas they have, bring
in new ideas that resinate. Trump
only won because he explained what
he wanted to do.. not in a way that
I approved ... but enough so people
voted for him. Enough to make him
President. Unfortunately hillary was
at fault but she will skate once again
( but that’s for the historians to write
about )
The people, who have had their
hopes dashed and the people who
are the leaders of this pack, need to
guard against this form of change.
Anarchy is, I my opinion, a strong
word and should not be spoken or
written without a full understanding
of who is being described. The groups
who have fermented these ‘walks’,
again in my opinion, do not have the
our countries best interest at heart.
I believe that some , hopefully, a
small group, are trying to do damage
while the majority of these ‘walkers’
are upset and truly believe that the
‘coming of the anti-christ has come.
The majority hopefully will go home
and organize their party,think about
what is best for the country, get the
right people to represent them (
note: has anyone seen or heard
from our dynamic Congressional
representative.... ole whatsits name
? ) and bring it to a vote. AND stop
throwing a hissy-fit.

How are the democrats going to,
even, express their ideas if they won’t
engage in any standard dialogue. I
sight the Appointment hearings. I
guess that the democratic Senators
and Congresspersons feel that turn
about is fair play.. but be careful
what you wish for...

Greg Wedemeyer

Hi Greg!
You and I have had many great conversations through email, and I always appreciate your feedback, even
when we do not agree. Which isn’t
all the time, but here is one example.
There is precedent for these
walks, actions, marches, and such.
And I defended their right to do so
eight years ago. They were called the
“Tea Party” and they, too, were accused of bullying, not accepting the
election results, of being racist, lowbrow troublemakers...the list continues. I never thought those were fair
accusations.
The thing is, the Tea Party
was successful. They successfully
targeted weak Republicans (and replaced them in the mid term elections), and they put so much pressure
on the Democrats and the Obama

Administration, that it was hard to
get things done, even with majorities
in Congress.
This was their right as Americans, to peacefully protest and to
pressure their Representatives to listen to them and act. I might not have
agreed with the policies they were
pushing, but I did agree that they
had the right to do so.
Democracy is messy. It is
meant to represent groups of people who range in diverse beliefs. I
would never recommend to someone to shut up, sit it out, and stop
throwing a hissy fit. This country
and the government belongs to all of
us, even those who did not get “their
candidate” in.
For the record, Hillary
wasn’t “my candidate,” and neither
was Trump. I felt that as soon as
those two were the candidates, I already lost! This might explain why I
feel a bit dispassionate about Hillary
losing, although that does not mean
I am happy AT ALL with President
Trump’s win.
All of us can be sore losers.
How about we try not to be sore winners as well?

Kristen Randall
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Did You Know Our Government
is Destroying Our Monetary
System?
Our Dollar is Not Worth a Dime
In the 1790’ our country developed
our present monetary system based
on the metallic value of copper,
silver & gold. The copper coins
were half cent & one cent. The silver
coins were half dime, quarter, half
dollar & dollar. The gold coins
were one dollar, five dollars, ten
dollars & 20 dollars. At that time
we had no paper money. The silver
coins were 90% silver. Most silver
coins contained 72% of 1 ounce
pure silver per dollar. The 20 dollar
gold piece had slightly less than
1 ounce of pure gold & were 90%
gold. The smaller denominations
contained the same percentage of
gold.
Our government kept the price
of silver basically $1.29 per ounce
until 1964 when they had to let the
price float to a free market value. It
had remained stable for 170 years.
Now it ranges from fifteen to fifty
dollar per ounce. Gold was kept
at $20 per ounce until 1933 when
President Roosevelt went off the
gold standard & recalled all the gold
coins. They maintained the price
of gold at $35 an ounce until the
1960’s when the government had
to let gold float on the free market.
Gold had remained stable for 140

Mother Ship Earth
By Elijah J. Buchanan
Imagine for a minute, if you
will, that you’re on a spaceship.
The ship is travelling 870,000 miles
per hour toward an unknown
destination. Y8u’ve been on the
ship as long as you can remember.
In fact, this is where you were born
and the entirety of your life has
been aboard ship. For generations
uncountable your bloodline has
strived to continue its mission of
exploration and survival. It’s been
so many millennia that no one can
even remember where, why, or
how we started on this journey.
Such a very long time now that the
life support systems are starting to
fail due to mismanagement. Your
drinking water and the air you
breathe is starting to poison your
body. And shockingly, the people
that have established themselves as
leaders of the ship are dismantling

years until 1933. Prior to 1933 you
could go to the bank & either get a
$20 bill or $20 gold coin. They were
both worth the same. Now, to get
a $20 gold piece it would require
about 60, $20 bills. Simply, take the
daily spot price of gold & divide it
by 20 & that is how many 20 dollar
bills it will take to buy a $20 gold
piece. The good thing about this
monetary system was that it kept
the value of our money stable
for decades It made the dollar
strong & all over the world it gave
people confidence in a sense of
value. People of the world wanted
dollars. You can’t print gold. Then
in the early 1900’s the Federal
Reserve started printing money
with basically nothing backing it.
This was probably the beginning of
our money’s devaluation. The only
thing backing our money is the
confidence that our country will
stand behind it. That confidence is
wearing thin.
Let me give you some of my life’s
monetary experience. I was born in
1934. My Father worked at a paper
mill 5 ½ days a week for $24. Rent
was $18 a month. During WWII
Ford’s bomber plant in Ypsilanti,
MI started paying an unheard
wage of $1 per hour. A movie cost
10 cents, popcorn 15 cents, bread 15
cents, cigarettes 15 cents, candy bar
5 cents, soda 5 cents, 4 gallons of gas
for $1. $1 per hour translate to $2080
a year. A husband & wife with a
and destroying it in a deluded effort
to create a false sense of comfort,
wealth, and power.
Now consider there are
about 200 separate factions on board
the ship. Each faction represents
a divergent system of beliefs,
creating many cultures with their
own unique heritages. Most of the
factions, in an effort to maintain
some civility, cooperate to a certain
degree. However, some faction’s
leaders are so full of hate, greed,
and delusions of grandeur that
they represent a genuine threat to
the safety of everyone. This causes
needless fighting, maiming, and
killing among your shipmates. Is
this because they just can’t agree on
the best way to maintain the vessel?
Maybe because they have such
differences of opinion about the
purpose and origins of the mission?
Perhaps it could be an illusion
that certain resources are more

couple of kids didn’t make enough
money to pay income tax. No state
income or sales tax. The only thing
that came out of your paycheck was
a little Social Security. At the end
of WWII the countrys’ population
was 180 million & we were in debt
300 billion dollars. Now every day
our country goes more in debt 2.4
billion dollars. Every 125 days we
go in debt another 300 billion.
I graduated in high school in 1952
& went to work for top pay in the
country at Ford’s Ypsilanti plant
for $1.87 per hour. That’s $14.96
for 8 hours. Now they want $15 per
hour to work at McDonald’s. From
1934 until about 1970 money was
somewhat stable. In the 1940’s you
rarely saw a hundred dollar bill.
A hundred dollars was 1/20th of a
years’ wages. Since the 1950’s our
government has rarely balanced
the budget. This has caused the
devaluation of our coins & our
money. I calculate our dollar has
lost 92% of its value since 1953 but
for easy calculations let’s say 90%.
Compared to the 1950’s this is what
our money is now worth.
$100 bill = $10
$20 bill = $2
$10 bill = $1
$5 bill = 50 cents
$.50 cents = 5 cents

$.10 cents
penny

= 1 cent, not worth a

One cent is practically worthless
The governments’ reckless deficit
spending has really destroyed
our monetary system. Coins are
almost useless. It is very hard to
buy anything for less than a dollar.
Prior to 1940 ten dollars would buy
almost anything you needed.
Our country has been screwed up by
our governments’ deficit spending
& labor unions. If our government
created standard work rules &
labor practices for everyone there
would be no need for unions. Labor
unions like to get into companies &
institutions, especially with public
employees where they can cripple
these institution to get their unfair
labor demands that non-union
workers don’t get. This unbalances
the comparable incomes of nonunion workers & fuels inflation.
What’s in the future? How can
todays’ young people have a sense
of value? Look for something radical
happening in our monetary system
in the near future. Remember this
is my opinion but I could be wrong.
However, my Mother didn’t raise
any dumb kids. Not my problem.
My life is almost over & I’m just
waiting for the bus out of here.

Sterling Kopke

$.25 cents = 2 cents
important in one area rather than
another? Or the misguided belief
that their faction’s ideals are more
valid than another’s? Whatever the
reason, please ponder: Is it really
worth all the killing and dying that’s
happening?
I’d also like you to ask
yourself, “What am I doing to protect
my survival and the survival of my
future generations?” Do you think
you’re the “innocent passenger,”
staying in your room watching the
pacifying video feeds? Are you the
“soldier,” killing members of other
factions because your leaders told
you it’s the only way? Maybe you’re
a “student,” trying to learn as much
as you can about your situation
and how to make it better? Perhaps
you’ve become the “scientist,” trying
to formulate a solution to repair the
damage we’ve done? But beware
of becoming the “evil scientist,”
fueling the delusions of comfort at
the cost of everyone’s well-being!
These are just a few examples of
the roles you could be playing as a

member of this incredible journey.
I think it’s time we all paid
more attention to our role as the
“student.” It’s time we learn that
we’re all on the same ship, with
the same purpose, and the same
unknown destination. It’s time we
learn how to stop the killing, hatred,
and greed. It’s time to put an end to
the delusions and stop destroying
our life support systems.
I welcome you to become a
part of the awareness of our Mother
Ship. Her name is Gaia, or Earth if
you like. She’s a big beautiful ship
with lots of room and plenty of
resources for all of us. And she’s
the only one we have right now. I
implore you, let’s take better care
of her! Let’s learn to share our
compassion, empathy, kindness,
and love. And most importantly:
Let’s realize we are all in this
together, start treating each other
accordingly, and achieve our true
potential!

Water Operator for the town of
Sasabe.

Bob Rowley

Who passed in 2016

Larry Vancannon

These Arivacans or former
residents passed away in 2016.

Jerry Crutsinger

Tim Cook
Jerry Branson

Katy Lusby

Lee Easter

Desi Gonzalez

Dusty Lee Taylor

Diane Dorfler

David Sauter (Izreal)

Coyote Basch

Peter Bentley

James Hawk Baldwin

Suzy Kromenaker

Buddy Brannen

Djinn Farrar
Earle “Bubba” Osborne

Dedicated to Barbara
Stockwell

and other local schools.

By Mary Kasulaitis

B

arbara Marshall Stockwell

has been committed to the town
of Arivaca since she first came here
in 1957. Her parents, Mary and Bob
Marshall, moved here to open a cafe
when she was just one year into
college, and so she came too. Soon
she met beekeeper Edwin
Stockwell and never looked
back.
Not until now, that is: she
has found it necessary to
move closer to civilization
and has taken up residence
in Green Valley. But no
one in Arivaca will forget
what she has done for our
community, particularly
the children: 35 years in
4-H, where she taught
folklorico dancing, cooking,
archery, shooting education,
entomlogy, geology, crafts
and sewing, and was
awarded their Hall of Fame
in 2004. This stems from
a devotion to education, begun
when she completed a degree at
the University of Arizona, after she
married Ed. She graduated in 1961.
She sets such a store by education
that nothing got in her way,
including not letting the distance
to Tucson keep her from her goal.
After her children were at school
age she taught at San Fernando
Elementary School at Sasabe,
primarily Title I Reading, from 1989
to 1998, beside subbing at Sopori

Community service is Barbara’s
specialty, especially with Arivaca
Family and Community Education
(formerly Homemakers) which was
a part of Pima County Extension
like 4-H. It maintained the school
building and provided scholarships
for local graduates. Barbara had
served in this role for over 50

years. One of her final civic acts
was to serve as an incorporator for
Friends of the Arivaca Schoolhouse
and Historic Townsite, Inc. which
replaced AFCE as caretaker of the
old Schoolhouse. Besides that, she
served 30 years as an agricultural
representative on the Pima County
Extension Board. She taught Sunday
School at the LDS Church. She
serves on the board of the Arivaca
Pioneer Cemetery Association.
For many years she was and is the

Indefatigable Barbara. She raised
4 children in Arivaca, losing her
husband Ed to a heart attack in
1975, after only 17 years of marriage.
With help from her son Ed, she
took on the family bee business,
started in 1943 by her father-in law,
T.L. Stockwell. Being a beekeeper
single mom was difficult, but all
the kids finished college, all in
engineering or math. That in itself
was a huge accomplishment. Now
she has 12 grandchildren and 1
great grandchild. Within the bee
business she served as President and
held other offices on the Arizona
Beekeepers Association from 1987
to 1998. The work of beekeeping
is strenuous and difficult. It is
agriculture with tiny flying stinging
insects. You must know when to
doctor and when to feed. You must
understand weather and your local
plant life, including the cycles that
evolve in the relationship between
the two. Managing and moving
bees and their hives, besides
processing honey, is a tremendous
amount of heavy physical labor.
Eventually her son Ed took over the
business. His widow, Christine,
who comes from a long line of
beekeepers, is continuing the
Stockwell Honey Company.
In 1979 Barbara was elected to the
Board of Trico Electric Cooperative
(the first woman to serve) and
has been on it ever since. Not
a rubber stamp job: this means
being educated and up to date on
the myriad needs and issues of
the electric utility business. She
represented Trico on the Southwest
Transmission Cooperative Board,
the Grand Canyon State Electric
Cooperative Association Board, and
even served on the National Rural
Telecommunications Cooperative
Board of Directors.
What is there to learn from Barbara?
First, even if you live in Arivaca you
can get a degree in higher education.
Secondly, love thy neighbor: commit
yourself to family and community
in all the ways you can with all the
effort you can muster. No distance
is too far to keep you from doing the
best job you can.

But the latter has finally caught up
with her, at the age of 78. The drive
has become too much, and since she
continues her work with the Trico
Board, it seemed safer to reduce the
number of miles she puts on her car
and be 45 miles closer to Trico and
her LDS Church in Green Valley.
She says she’s had a fun, wonderful
and exciting life. But because of
her example, many others also
have their own fun, wonderful and
exciting lives.
Now we are planning a going-away
party to thank Barbara for all she’s
done for the town of Arivaca. Keep
an eye out for notices announcing a
date and time.

Indivisible Southern
Arizona
By J.S. Cartwright
For those of you who have been
watching the news in a state of
horror, it is time to do something
about it! Indivisible Southern
Arizona is a group dedicated to
resisting the Trump agenda using a
simple and efficient strategy based
off of the Tea Party movement. The
strategy was devised by former
Obama administration staffers and
is available as a free e-book from
www.indivisibleguide.com.
The two main points of the strategy
are to keep actions local (targeting
ONLY your local Members of
Congress) and employ a defensive
strategy (saying NO to legislation
that you do not agree with). As
with the Tea Party, the most
important thing is to show up, be
active and be present. The great
thing about this plan is that it
doesn’t necessarily need to take up
too much of your time. Our first
action at Rep. McSally’s office had
40 people in attendance and four
news outlets and only took an hour
and a half.
Do not despair, become active!
Check us out for McSally’s and
Grijalva’s district at www.facebook.
com/groups/ISAOpen

Jo in us Apr il 8 fo r
A nn ua l Meeti ng
Trico Annual Meeting
Saturday, April 8, 2017
Casino del Sol Ballroom

5655 W. Valencia Rd.

WIN RAFFLE PRIZES* INCLUDING:
• 2008 Chevrolet
Colorado truck
• NEST Thermostat

• An iPad
• Bill credits
*Must be present to win

Registration opens at 8:30 a.m.
Meeting starts at 10 a.m.
***BRING A COPY OF YOUR TRICO BILL FOR FAST CHECK-IN!***
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. • 8600 W Tangerine Rd | trico.coop | (520) 744-2944

Low ad rates, no contracts, ad design free of
charge. Email Kristen
Randall at:
sAZConnection@gmail.
com or check out our
website

Sonoran Almanac

Isotopes: A
Hydrogeologist’s Best
Friend
By F. Tillman

O

ne of the most important
tools that hydrogeologists
have
for
understanding
the source and timing of
groundwater recharge is the
use of isotopes. As you may
remember from chemistry
class, the number of protons
(positive charge) in a nucleus
is called the atomic number,
and is equal to the number of
electrons (negative charge)
in the atom. A neutron is a

meaning it spontaneously
decays to helium-3 and gives
off radiation. The half-life of
tritium is 12.32 years.
So what is it about isotopes
that
helps
scientists
understand
groundwater?
Hydrogeologists
look
for
things in water that give insight
into where it came from and
when it entered the ground.
As you are well aware, water
is made up of two hydrogen
and one oxygen atoms (H2O).
If there was something about
the hydrogen atoms in water
that was different in the past,
could we use that information

Arivaca Lake Data by
K. Randall and M. Landrum

Widespread and soaking rains through January brought the lake level
up three feet, to the same level as this time last year (coincidentally).
The flat area to the south of the boat dock is now inundated, and the
“peninsula” in front of the boat dock is under water.

February Highlight

15920 W. Penny Lane, Arivaca
This beautiful green home in Arivaca offers panoramic views on almost nine acres of property. Build
of adobe block, this 4 bedroom 2.5
bath has open beamed ceilings,
new appliances and air conditioning. This is a must see!

Arivaca Properties:

New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Ac, more avail.
Town Site 1 BR/Ba $45K
Home 2BR, 5 Ac w/ sm, mobile $60K
40 Ac 3BR/2 Ba masonry home w/
---fixup and 2 sheds $199K
40 Ac home plus 2 casitas $299K plus
---large metal building w/ utilities
10 Ac masonry home, horses, fenced,
---3 BR/2Ba, work shop $155K
2+ Ac 2BR Univ Ranch Rd., $120K
5 Acres, 2700 SF, fenced, $109.9K
TS 5 Lots w/ E, W & septic, $23K
Parcels 5-40 Ac $27-$80K
80 Ac, $95K Papalote

Amado Near Hospital:

Elephant Head, 40 Ac $250K, 20 Ac $140

and

Bill’s
Gems and minerals
WE’RE BACK!

With brand new stuff!
Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

Green Valley:

Madera Reserve: 3 BR, Den, Views, Pool $599K,
1 acre lot, backs to Govt Land

subatomic particle that has
no electric charge but has
a mass slightly larger than
that of a proton. Isotopes of
an element have the same
number of protons, but a
different number of neutrons.
For example, take the element
hydrogen. Hydrogen has an
atomic number of 1, meaning it
has 1 proton in its nucleus, and
it occupies the first position
in the periodic table. There
are, however, three isotopes
of hydrogen, with 0, 1, and
2 neutrons in the nucleus.
These isotopes of hydrogen
are called protium, deuterium,
and tritium, respectively (Fig.
1). Protium, with 1 proton and
no neutrons in its nucleus, is
the most common isotope of
hydrogen, with an abundance
of
more
than
99.98%.
Deuterium, with 1 proton
and 1 neutron in its nucleus,
is a “stable isotope”, meaning
it does not spontaneously
decay. All deuterium in the
universe is thought to have
been produced during the Big
Bang. Tritium, with 1 proton
and 2 neutrons in its nucleus, is
radioactive (a “radioisotope”),

to estimate when the water
entered the ground? If there
was something about the
hydrogen and oxygen atoms
in water that is different in
high altitude areas versus
lower areas, could we use that
information to understand
where the water entered the
ground?
Carbon becomes
dissolved in groundwater as
precipitation moves through
the soil zone. If these dissolved
carbon atoms change in some
way at some known rate,
could we use that information
to date the groundwater? We
will explore the use of tritium,
oxygen-18/deuterium,
and carbon-14 isotopes in
groundwater studies in future
issues of Connection.
Figure 1. Three isotopes of
hydrogen including protium
(0
neutrons),
deuterium
(1 neutron), and tritium
(2 neutrons).
Image from
Wikipedia.

TUBAC DENTAL
Brian Kniff, DDS.
General & Cosmetic Dentistry
A Good Cup of Coffee

Great People to Serve You!

(520) 398-8408
Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley!

ADVENTURING IN BUENOS
AIRES NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE
By Dave Manning

T

ake a drive out to the Refuge
Headquarters just off Highway
286. The staffed Visitor Center will
be a good introduction to the entire
Refuge. There are engaging displays
and paintings, and there are books
and other items to buy.

most colorful flycatcher in North
America, might dart from its perch
to catch a bug.
Another bird commonly seen here
in winter is the Northern Harrier,
formerly called Marsh Hawk. It
hunts low to the ground, turning
with aerobatic agility. Its white
rump is obvious. The male is gray
with black wingtips while the larger

Next make the short drive to the
Aguirre Lake Trailhead. This .8 mile
trail is an elevated dike separating
Aguirre Lake from the inner Grebe
Pond. If you are fortunate the pond
will have water with a scattering of
ducks as I found it one fine day.
There is a Wildlife Blind near
the beginning from which you
may have peeks at what might be
hanging about the pond. I once saw
a Coyote creep down to water’s
edge for a drink. As you continue
your walk a Rattlesnake Alert sign
gives warning. Consider this an
invitation to make this an awareness
walk - be very alert. There are 4
species of Rattlesnakes found on the
Refuge -- Western Diamond-backed,
Mohave, Black-tailed, and Tiger.
Look far ahead along the trail. A
Roadrunner might entertain you,
as it did me once. As I walked, it
ran ahead, keeping a distance, then
finally, tired of the game, left the
trail. A Vermillion Flycatcher, the

A Historic Getaway that
Helps Those in Need
By K. Randall

road loop, with its unobstructed
grassland views. You might see
some of the 15 or so Pronghorn
that live here, the fastest land
animal in North America. Having
disappeared from southern Arizona
in the early 1900’s, they have been
reintroduced.
A year-round bird you most likely
will observe perching high up is the
Loggerhead
Shrike with
its distinctive
black, white,
and gray
plumage.

At the end of the trail, you might
want to take a lunch break at the
trailhead picnic table and read the
information signs nearby. They
speak of desert rain and wildlife.

Leave your
vehicle
occasionally
and walk the
grasslands.
There are
several side
roads, less
travelled, that
are excellent
for seeing
wildlife. How
about a Badger.
Twice I’ve had quick glimpses
of this wonderful black-footed
mammal on these back roads.
They are powerful diggers and can
quickly tunnel after small rodents,
its chief food.

Drive back past the Visitor
Center and begin the auto tour on
Pronghorn Drive, a 10 mile gravel

Two species of Jackrabbits live here-Antelope and Blacktail. Both have
huge ears, the Blacktail with black-

anyone is the 85601 zip code with a
“micro grant” program. These micro grants do not need to be paid
back, and help people with propane

has all of the amenities, and
is set against a backdrop
of beautiful trees and rose
bushes. If you want to be a
little outside of town, then
this is the place for you!
Rent the entire cabin (which
sleeps four) for $95 a night.

female is brown.

I

magine making a
small getaway in
Arivaca even more
exciting by staying in a
historic gambling hall
right downtown!
This beautiful 1800s
building has been
many things in its long
life, and now it is the
headquarters of Arivaca charity, Arivaca
The Victorian Room at
Helping Hearts. Come and
Casino Rural
choose from either the Cowboy
Room or the Victorian room,
bills, tax bills, clinic co-pays, etc.
and enjoy this quirky and fun
Each room is $95/night which inplace! The main hall is a working
cludes wifi and a stocked fridge.
casino, complete with games and
tables which
Casino Rural is also
are used when
available for all of your
Arivaca Helpfestive needs! Host a
ing Hearts
family gathering, and
holds their
dine at a table set for
fund-raisers. A
a queen, or host your
full kitchen is
wedding or other event
at your disposin the Celebration Hall.
al, including a
Make your event unfully stocked
forgettable with some
fridge (alsouthwest flair!
though you’ll
If you are looking for
also want to
something a little more
check out the
remote, we also have
local fare).
Connie Sparks, President available an entire two
of Arivaca Helping Hearts bedroom/2 bathroom
Every single
cabin at BBB Ranch,
dime that is
just minutes from town, right off
paid to stay at Casino Rural goes to
of Arivaca Road. This little cabin
the charity, which is used to help

Both places can be found
on AirBnB by looking for
places to stay in Arivaca
or by emailing me at SAZConnection@gmail.com or
calling Connie at (520)260-

tipped ones and a black streak on
top of its tail. Both eat vegetation
and spend much of the day in the
shade of a bush.
Strolling along, you might scare up
a covey of Gambel’s, Montezuma, or
Scaled Quails. They can startle the
dickens out of you as they flurry off.
The Masked Bobwhite Quail, the
main reason the Refuge was created,
are being reintroduced here. It is not
certain whether any are currently
living in the wild on the Refuge.
During warm weather you may
be lucky to see a Gila (HEE-lah)
Monster, the only known venomous
lizard in North America. The venom
is rarely fatal to humans. This
attractive lizard, protected by state
law, is surprisingly gentle and can
hibernate 9 or more months.
Along your way, stop often and
look at Baboquivari Peak looming
over the Altar Valley. This mountain
peak is sacred to the Tohono
O’Odham people.
After finishing the Pronghorn Drive
loop, as you drive back towards
Highway 286, look to the left at
Triangle Pond, where Bobcats and
other animals may be seen.
As you drive home, enjoy the
spacious views over the Refuge
grassland, and give thanks for our
protected public lands.

0963.

Cowboy Room

Please enjoy
our beautiful places to
stay, enjoy
our beautiful town,
and help us
in our cause
to “Help to
Ease Arivacans’ Rough
Times.”

17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ

Soni Stake, MD

Donald Smith, MD

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Primary Care
• Pediatric Care
• Enrollment Services
• Free Transportation to and from
UCHC appointments
• Free home delivery pharmacy
services

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(520) 407-5500
www.uchcaz.org
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Around Arivaca

La Siesta
Campgrounds
Camp YOUR way in the splendor of the
spacious outdoors. C’mon in and pitch a
tent, park your favorite recreational vehicle or give glamping a go as you step back
in time in a vintage trailer rental. Whatever your choice, it’s camping on a grand
scale at La Siesta’s five-star friendly campground. Check our Facebook for upcoming events to make your stay extra special.
Hope to see you soon!

Sam and Trey
notice the first
radishes
sprouting!
Pic: Nathalie
Dresang

FIVE START RATINGS on Google, TripAdvisor, Yelp and Facebook!
“Steve and his staff made this a wonderful experience!”-Colleen B.
“Can I give La Siesta more than 5 stars?”-Kathleen O.

1(520)398-3132 16005 W. Hardscrabble Rd., Arivaca AZ

ARIVACA

Artists’

Main Street

230-8612

Isaac taking a close
look at our sprouts!
Pic: Nathalie
Dresang

CO-OP GALLERY

Hello from People
Helping People at
Arivaca EcoFest
2017!

Find a perfect
gift for your
Sweetheart
Open:
Thurs, Fri., Sun - 11a - 4p Saturdays 10a - 4p
www.ArivacaCoop.com

aribaC
e
f
f
a
C

Lorraine at the counter at Arivaca Artists’
Co-op at the Arivaca
Eco-Fest 2017.

Arivaca

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Daily, serving Gadsden Coffee,
specialty teas, lunch menu, pastries, smoothies, and more
Special Breakfast Menu, Saturday & Sunday from 8-11
16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca 1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca

(520)398-3251

Enjoy our slow smoked Beef Brisket, Pulled
Pork and Baby Back Ribs
Treat your Sweetie to a delicious Valentine’s Dinner
Call for Reservation!
Open 8-3 Saturday and Sunday
Don’t forget our 1st Friday of the month
Fish Fry 5-8pm

Let us cater your next event!

Bk’s Outlaw BBQ
15785 W Universal Ranch Rd Arivaca, AZ 85601 520-301-4246

Arivaca Early Learning Center
Update
By Nathalie Dresang
ello there! The children

H

are off to a great year! We are
all learning about kaleidoscopes,
homemade lava lamps, gardening,
and much more!
Some of our
favorite books are “Cat Tales” and
“Tadpole Rex.”

at the Arivaca Humanitarian Aid
Office. Snacks and refreshments will
be provided!
The full report can be found at www.

In January we learned how to dig
“endless pits” in the sandbox. They
really aren’t endless as we have to
stop digging when we get to the
weed barrier. But the concept is a
fun one to talk about...when one
child was asked what an endless pit
was he replied with a smile, “a hole,
of course!”
We have been working on writing
our names, and also the names of our
friends and family members. We are
enjoying playing with homemade
white playdough...we like making
snowmen, tortillas, and cookies.
We have really had a writing spree,
our two latest books are about what
we have in our houses (family, food,
toys, pirates, cream cheese, blankets,
and more)! The other book is about
what we would do if we were in a
mud puddle: splash, run, wiggle, sit
in a box so as not to get dirty. These
imaginations are fabulous, to say the
least!
Thanks for staying interested in
what we are doing. If you want to
enjoy a fresh garden radish, please
stop by for one!

CANDY SHACK DEC 2016

Dana Topping and Shannon
Bloom for
Arivaca’s Candy Shack Team

T

HANK YOU!! to everyone

who contributed to making
Arivaca’s Candy Shack a big success
again this year. We so appreciate
the help for setting up tents, getting
the tables and chairs, blowing up the
Santa Claus, setting up and selling
the goods. And most of all thanks to
those who baked and boiled, troubled
and toiled to make the goodies for
folks to buy - and buy they did: We
cleared a little over $400 and those
funds will go to Arivaca’s 4-H Club
this year. With Elf hats raised high,
we salute you!!

Presentation February 11th

No More Deaths

J

oin

us for a presentation
about the deadly Border Patrol
apprehension tactics of “chase and
scatter.” Members of the No More
Death’s Abuse Documentation Team
will share the findings of their new
report The Disappeared: How US
Border Enforcement Agencies are
Fueling a Missing Persons Crisis.
Using surveys from Nogales, Sonora
and data from Derechos’s Missing
Migrant Crisis Line, the report finds
that the Border Patrol routinely chases
border crossers into remote terrain
causing them to scatter, become lost,
and often die or disappear. Come
learn more about these important
findings and what we can do in our
community to respond to the crisis
of disappearance in the borderlands.
The presentation will be held on
Saturday, February 11th at 3pm

ARIVACA FILM EXHIBITION
MARCH 3rd & 4TH

project (any guess on who that com/arivacafilmfestival/)
person would be?).
the latest details.
The
Saturday
afternoon
program of documentary films
begins at 12-noon on March
4th. This year’s theme for the
documentary program is ‘smart
films’. To kick it off, Scott and
Anna Griessel of ‘Creatisa’ in
Green Valley with present a
fascinating documentary on
Frank Schaeffer, who was born
into a famous evangelical family,
but turned against Christian
conservatism at the time of its
historic rise of political power
in the Late 70’s and 80’s, yet still
has beliefs, but seemingly no
home for them.

At
1:00-pm,
a
unique
documentary film “Navajo
By Bart Santello
Math Circles” by renowned
he
annual
Arivaca Hungarian
documentary
Independent Filmmakers filmmaker George Paul Csicsery
Exhibition will be held Friday will be presented. In this film,
night March 3rd and all Saturday Navajo children find themselves
March 4th at the Arivaca involved in a lively collaboration
Community Center.
The with
mathematicians
from
event is free and open to the around the world. The children
public and will present feature- participate over the summer
length
documentaries
and to study mathematics, using
short films, specifically curated a model called ‘Math Circles’,
for the Arivaca audience to be which originated in Eastern
interesting, thought-provoking, Europe and has proliferated
artistic and entertaining.
across the United States. This
of
student-centered
For the Friday evening “local” notion
shorts program that begins at learning puts children in charge
6:30pm on March 3rd, Green of exploring mathematics to their
Valley
filmmaker
Larry own joy and satisfaction, with
Springford will screen a short potentially long-lasting results.
travelogue documentary on Several mathematics professors
D-Day, but focusing on the will make their way to Arivaca
little known Canadian landing to discuss points made in the
on Juno Beach and subsequent film and take questions from the
efforts to secure the beachhead audience.
and nearby towns.
Leslie Epperson, an Emmy At 3:00-pm we will be screening
Award-winning
filmmaker “The Anthropologist” by Seth
from Tucson who showed a Kramer and Dennis Miller, who
spectacular documentary last showed a gripping film about
year in Arivaca – “Many Bones, lost languages “The Linguists”
One Heart”, will be presenting a here in Arivaca several years
short film “Celebrate Now” that back. The Anthropologist is an
Friday night about a woman evocative look at climate change,
dealing with illness, yet remains not by intention, but observed
positive and continues to dance reality from the perspective
of American teenager Katie
and perform theater.
Crate. Over the course of five
And Paul McCreary of Green years, this young woman travels
Valley who likes to film alongside her mother Susie,
interesting people, doing and an anthropologist studying
saying interesting things has the impact of climate change
been in contact about submitting on indigenous communities.
a film again this year. The Friday Their journey parallels that
night program is still building so of renowned anthropologist
additional shorts will be added. Margaret Mead, who for
decades sought to understand
The spotlight will be on Adam how global change affects
Ray of Tucson for both the remote cultures.
th
Friday night local shorts and At 5pm on Saturday the 4 , we’ll
the Saturday program with pause to have a pot-luck dinner.
two micro-shorts Friday night At this time of writing, the
and a really way-out doc-u-film Saturday evening program is still
Saturday titled “The Dome”. in the planning stages. Please
The Dome follows a determined keep tabs for website updates
‘cob’ builder in Arivaca pursuing and posting at our Facebook
a decade long natural building page (https://www.facebook.

T

for

Most of the directors will
be traveling to Arivaca to
introduce their films and take
questions afterwards from the
audience. Mark your calendar
- It will be great to see you all
again at this unique event in our
community of Arivaca! For more
information about the Arivaca
Film Exhibition, including the
film schedule, directions, where
to stay and more; please see
the event’s website at www.
arivacafilmfestival.com

February at Marian’s Market

M

arian’s Market is Arivaca’s
Farmer and Artisan Market. Arivaca’s market and the streets
downtown are open year round with
local vendors. The hours are every Saturday 9-til. Come on down,
hang with friends and purchase local items.
The Arivaca Community Garden is
at Arivaca’s Farmers market every
week. The Garden has organic winter vegetables. Eggs and dates are at
the booth every week.
Jay’s Garden Variety will have
greens, dried herbs and fresh baked
goods this month. Order your Valentine Treats for delivery on 2/14 or
before.
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady”
will be at Marian’s Market on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays.
Sally makes baskets of breads for
the market every week. She will take
special orders.
Heidi plans to be at Marian’s market
every 1st Saturday with her beautiful bead work and other hand crafted items.
Stockwell Honey will have honey
and bee’s wax products.
Monica has home made jars of wonderful things each week. Try her jellies. She also has a great source for
dried fruits and natural foods.
Master gardener information will
be available every 1st Saturday.
Sponsored by the University of Arizona and Cooperative Extension,
Pima County Master Gardener Volunteers will have pertinent seasonal
gardening and yard care information.
Vendors at Marian’s Market thank
everyone for visiting the market
during the 2017 Eco-Fest.

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you
every month. For only $20, you
get a year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s Open Forum Community
Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203,
Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________
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Poetry Page

It’s easy to greet a new day.
Just rip a page off the calendar
and say, “Hi there, Mr. Day, just
do your damndest or your bestest,
I’m ready for whatever! Whatever,

Refugee Hell

whatever, I’m as ready as dirt.”

The green Chinese tent is no respite
from the relentless desert heat,
fretting refugee mother sweats
in an enforced sauna called home.
Humidity drains her energy to zero,
the air so hot it boils her falling tears.
Drinking water tastes like diesel,
it burns her throat then fuels nausea.
She holds her baby to her breast,
tiny hands cling to thin leathered skin,
a child born from love,
so innocent,
so perfect of mind,
so hungry for life.
The baby suckles her teats,
brown eyes bulge with frustration,
there is no nectar of mother’s essence,
just the blood sucked from a mother’s hell.
Ummi gently places the child on her bed,
his portly stomach mimics obesity,
he is so weak from starvation he cannot breathe,
he cannot cry,
he is silent in a noisy world of complacency,
he falls to final sleep, in the peace of Allah’s grace.
Grieving mother seeks reason from her God,
She hears no answer,
destructive concussion of war
has deafened the ears of compassion.
Humanity prays for reconciliation,
in a temple built on graves of the innocent,
refugees pray to move safely,
past the seduction of graveyard gates.
John D. Coutts

I’ve got both eyes open, both feet
on the floor. I’ve fed and dressed
and opened the door, and looked
in the mirror and there I was!
Big as life and how big is that?
Big enough to face you, Mr. Day.
You say it’s your first time around?
Well, pfffft. I’ve greeted more than
thirty-one thousand, five hundred and
seventy of you everyone different but
I faced them all and I can face you,
my friend, for you are my friend you are.
Not even the ungodly fact of Mr. Twitler
can spoil my day ‘cause I won’t let it.
-- Cal Lambert

MORNING MEDITATION
GULF OF MEXICO
the January sun
can hold its breath
no longer
and suddenly
bursts free
from its
overnight submersion
in the Gulf,
gasps for air
and, just oh so briefly, floats,
a bit drained and distorted

TAKING STOCK

before taking flight,
once again round

these bull and bear runs
out on the thermometer

meanwhile

it’s never boring

angular brown pelicans,
until-recently sleeping,

--Ann M. Penton

cruise overhead near shore,
swoop down from their glide paths,
and plummet with break-neck dives
into the salty abode of fish,
trusting,
or at least hopeful,
that the hungry sun
has once again left enough behind
to tide them through another day
		--Ann M. Penton

History Class Re-Enacts
Scene with Arivaca Boy’s
Ranch
By K. Randall

Arivaca’s own Mr. Luke Brannen gets up before the sun rises,
every day, and makes the long
trip to Nogales High School.
There, he brings History to life
in his IB History class. The
class structure is very different
from the History classes I took
in High School. Mine were
generally a teacher lecturing in
front of the class, demanding
we take notes. I’d do a good
enough job that I’d get an A or

a B, but felt like a dispassionate
observer to the subject.
Mr. Brannen takes a different
route. The IB program is all
about teaching a subject on a
deeper level, more reminiscent
of a college class. Students get
to choose a year long project; either a detailed mural depicting
a scene from the curriculum, a
local history book that they will
write and then sell or a movie
about an event.
I had the absolute honor of being invited to one of the filming
days
a few
weeks
ago,
which
for this
particular scene
was a
partnership
between
Mr.
Brannen’s
History
students and the some of the
Arivaca Boy’s Ranch boys.
The scene was the Spaniard’s
charge against the Aztecs, and

included costumes, dialogue
in Spanish, horseback riders
brandishing spears, and period appropriate weapons. The
horses pounded towards the
group of brave Aztecs who held
their ground, but they were no
match for the superior weapons
and the horses upon which the
Spanish warriors were seated
upon.
I was incredibly impressed by
the professionalism and eye
for detail that Mr. Brannen’s
students exhibited. Scenes
were shot over and over again
just to get the perfect one, and
students were enthusiastic and
hardworking. The boys on
horseback from the Boy’s Ranch
were incredible astride their
horses, and made the scenes
that much more exciting.
I asked
Sebastian
Leyva,
student
director for
the movie,
about how
he decided
to do it and
what his
impression
of doing
a movie
for history
class was.
“At first when I was nominated
as director, I declined because
there are so many other things
I have to do, but somehow they
managed to persuade me, since I
had done a movie last year and
they liked it. But I had never
done anything like this film.
Honestly, I don’t think I would
have made it this far into the
movie without the help of my
crew (which includes 1 person

from the previous film we made),
they have been great in helping
me and adding ideas and other
perspectives that I could have
never imagined. The film is done

Plans are insured through United Healthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a
Medicare Advantage organizat with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s
contract renewal with Medicare. UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company complies with applicable
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disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia
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sidered myself a film enthusiast
I’ve tried to bring a more artistic
feel to the movie by making good
shots of landscapes, other angles,
etc. Now members of my crew
have become interested in film as
an art and started appreciating it
more.”

by a group of amateurs who have
never done anything similar in
their lives, however since we all
click together as a
great team, we have
managed to make
a good quality film.
The crew’s commitment to the movie
is what has kept
me working on the
project, and I plan
to finish it not because of the grade,
but not to let them
down. I have had
a lot of fun filming
the movie and the
entire crew (myself
included) are very
excited to see the
finished product. We
chose the conquest
because it is amazing
how a small group
of Spaniards destroyed a great
civilization, and because we feel
that this event has been one of
the most significant events in
history, and thanks to the studying we’ve been doing in the topic
we now appreciate and know a
lot more about the Aztec culture,
and we feel proud of our Mexican heritage. Also, since I con-

Mr. Brannen hopes the movie will be finished in time to
be shown at the Arivaca Film
Festival this year, as part of his
curriculum is to connect the
community to the projects his
students work on.

Thank you so much students
from both schools, Arivaca
Boy’s Ranch staff and to Mr.
Brannen for making this movie
a reality, I can’t wait to see it!
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DOG SITTING.
Clean, quiet
individual accommodations. $15
per day. 520-398-2526.
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2
BR, 2 Bath home on the water
in the Bahia. All necessities
furnished. Call 398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative
to killing these valuable predators.
520 820 2947.
IF YOU WANT TO DRINK,
THAT’S YOUR BUSINESS If
you want to stop, that’s ours.
AA Meetings, Tubac Community
Center, 50 Bridge Rd., Tubac, AZ
85646. Open to all: Mon., Wed.,
Fri. 7 PM, Tues.Noon. Men’s
meeting: Sat. Noon
RV/TRAILER PARKING Space.
Near Arivaca on 40 acres fenced
with cattle guard, 45 foot shade
Canopy with side patio awnings.
$350.00 per month, includes water,
electricity & sewer. Call 480-2168982
MUSIC ON THE FARM! Feb. 18.
Music starts at 1PM. 5 rock-and-

roll/blues style bands. Western
cantina sales benefit Boys &
Girls Club of Santa Cruz County.
Good food, optional camping.
$15 advance tickets; $20 at
the gate. Details and tickets:
AguaLindaFarm.com
SATURDAYS 2nd and 4th Sat.
each month through April 2017
Buenos Aires National Wildlife
Refuge Brown Canyon Guided
Public Hikes Cost pp: $5.00.
Reservations required Call Josh:
520-823-4251, ext 101
FIREWOOD-seasoned
mesquite,16”length,$250/
cord,delivered &stacked- 520425-7625
LARGE RV SPACE 1/3 acre,
fenced, shade trees. In exchange
for light work. One mile to PO and
mini-market. Call 398-9634
ACCEPTING
DONATIONS!
Arivaca Helping Hearts is accepting
donations for the 2016/2017 year!
As a 501(c)3, your donation is tax
deductible. Please help us help
the people of Arivaca. Our micro
grants help people with every day
needs. So if you need help or if

you can help, please give us a call!
260-0963 or stop by Cinderella
House/Bill’s Rock Shop Friday or
Saturday.
Al-Anon Meeting- What: Support
for people who are or have been
affected by someones drinking.
Where: in the little building next
to the Gadsden Coffee Shop
just north/east of Arivaca When:
Sundays at 10a.m.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM
WE
CAN
HELP
Narcotics
Anonymous meets in Tubac every
Tuesday and Thursday evening
at 6PM at the Tubac Community
Center, 50 Bridge Rd, Tubac AZ
85646 Open to all

Library News
Celebrate the 225th Anniversary of the U.S. Constitution’s Bill of Rights by visiting a special exhibit from the
National Archives Foundation: The Bill of Rights and You!
On display at the Library until Feb. 28th.
Join historian, lawyer, & ASU professor Thomas J. Davis
for an AZ Humanities presentation:
“THE U.S. CONSTITUTION: What It Says & How It Works.”
Tuesday, Feb. 7th, 6:30 pm at the Library.
Enjoy free instruction on the NATIVE FLUTE
from Kathryn Twinfeathers, Saturday, Feb. 11th, 1-3 pm
at the Library. Flutes provided. Try it, you’ll like it!
The Book Club will meet Wednesday, Feb. 15th, 3:30 pm
at the Library to discuss the novel “State of Wonder” by
Ann Patchett. Call 594-5235 to reserve a copy.
Newcomers always welcome.
BIG BEND & BEYOND!
Join Dave Manning & Eroca Dancer as they share their
journey to Big Bend & other National Parks.
Saturday, Feb. 18th, 11:00 am at the Old Schoolhouse.
Library Hours: Tuesday 12—8
Wed. thru Sat. 10—6
Library Phone: 520-594-5235

CONCERT
THE
DUST
DEVILS- Blue grass and new
grass with an emphasis on vocal
harmonies. Six musicians and
great instrumentalists. Saturday,
February 2 at 2pm in the UU Church
at Amado Territory Ranch, I-19, Exit
48 to Territory Lane. Tickets at the
door, $15.

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS

TUESDAYS:

Every Sat - 9a - Noon: Farmers'
Market.

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca
Women & Wine, 5-7pm at the Old
Schoolhouse.

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources
Rummage Sale
2nd Sat - 10a - Arivaca Alive!
meeting at Arivaca Library

CONNECTION
POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601
SazConnection@gmail.com

• Published monthly as an open
forum journal.
• All contributions are welcome,
but should be less than 1,000
words for general interest or 250
words for public notice articles.
•Emails with attachments
preferred
• DEADLINE: 20th of each month
The open forum format is for ideas,
opinions, experiences, whatever you
want to share with the world. Your
submission must not use libelous,
profane or vulgar language.
• All rights reserved
• Articles are solely the property
of the named contributor, reprint
or use without their permission is
prohibited.
• Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the publisher or
the advertisers.

SUNDAYS - am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call for
times - 398-28391

STAFF:

PublisherKristen
Randall
Publisher-Kristen
Randall
Tucson Deliveries-Joey
ValachovicLandrum
Layout
Manager- Michael
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2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca
Action Center - Board mtgs.
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
Last Sun - 5:30pm - Arivaca
Potluck at Obe Sweetwater’s home
1st and 3rd Sunday - Board
Games for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5
-8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist.
Auxilary - at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health
Services - 4pm - meeting at the
Arivaca Action Center.

WEDNESDAYS:

Meaningful Moments
Holiday Craft Workshops:
Wednesdays 2-5 OctoberDecember ACC
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library
Book Club call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human
Resources Group mtg. - Human
Resource Office Public Invited
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old
Schoolhouse
3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire
District board mtg @ Fire House
www.arivacafiredistrict.org
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca
Action Center
2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite
3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family
and Community Education
Assn. At the Library 594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30am Friends of the
Arivaca Library - Board Meeting

Friends over 50 Trips: once a
month posted on ACC white
Board at the PO or call 3983010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM:
Mon.-Fri. after school till 5:30 pm.

