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Hi All!
Yes, I know, the cover isn’t from Arivaca. It’s from Hawaii! Specifically, it
is the outside wall of Pu’uhonua o Honaunau, or City of Refuge. This was a
special place for Hawaiians to escape to if they had committed a sin or if they
were prisoners of war. Here, they could be forgiven and then welcomed back
into the community. Why is this on the cover of Connection? Well, I just
got back from Hawaii, and it seemed like a nice beachy scene. But I think it
sparks an interesting discussion about refuge and the forgiveness of broken
rules when life is on the line. Interpret that however you like.
While I was away, I think a few people got nervous that I didn’t respond to
their emails. Don’t worry! I was just enjoying my time with my family a
few thousand miles away. Connection is more of a local service than business
at this point, and if truth be told, I sort of reluctantly took it on after Jolon left
without a replacement. We are ad supported, which keeps this paper going,
and rates are set as low as we can go so that every community member and
small business can afford a way to advertise to the wider world. So please
support Connection by subscribing, taking out ads for your small business
(or, heck, if you have a big business, that’s fine too!), becoming a writer, or
paying your invoice on time.
Have a great February and enjoy this beautiful weather!
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SAZConnection@gmail.com
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Arivaca Yesterdays
The Cristero War came to Sasabe
By Mary Kasulaitis

A

mericans may not realize that from
1926-29 Mexico had a religious
civil war, which in its final days came
as far north as the American border: to
Agua Prieta, Naco, Nogales and Sasabe.

The Mexican Revolution had ended in
1920, but one significant conflict was
not resolved: church and state relations. Prior to the Revolution, in the era
of President Porfirio Diaz, the Catholic
Church had amassed great power and
wealth, and there were few non-Catholics. Revolutionaries thought it controlled the poor people. But as a part of
the Revolution, the Constitution of 1917
had anti-clerical sections in which regulations of the churches and religious
groups were quite severe. Allegedly,
there was freedom of religion, but any
event held outside of a church building
(parade, festival, pilgrimage) was regulated by the government, monasteries
were abolished, church property was
turned over to the government. The government could regulate the number of
priests in any given area and forbade the
wearing of religious clothing outdoors.
For awhile, nothing was enforced. There
were ongoing attempts by the Church to
compromise. Then the atheist, Plutarco
Elias Calles, an ally of former President
Obregon, was elected President in 1924.
He confronted the Church everywhere
he turned.
In 1926 he signed the Calles
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Not only religion, there were other problems in Mexico, especially for foreign
corporations and aliens (mostly Americans) who owned land in Mexico, over
which the government wanted to exert
control, even nationalization. Labor
demonstrations and workers' rights were
on the rise. The violence that came with
the crackdown on the Catholic Church
was complicated by other social issues.
In October 1927, a peaceful demonstra-

tion was held with thousands of participants. Then violence began, mostly in
the central and western part of Mexico. Calles said, "it's the law or guns."
The rebels chose guns. Priests who said
Mass were shot by the government. The
devout religious people could not countenance this disrespect, and the rebellion
began. The rebels named their revolt La
Cristiada, after Christ the King (Cristo
Rey) and called themselves Cristeros.
They had no idea the Cristero War
would last close to three years but they
were motivated by their cause and their
faith. The Cristeros used guerrilla warfare more than the regular army, which
made it harder for the federal troops to
fight back. They targeted railroads since
they were always in need of supplies. A
League of women (with their children
helping) began secretly to supply the
rebels with food and ammunition and
protect and aid the priests in hiding. As
time went on, the Cristeros became more
organized and took over some municipalities, in the central part of the country
but eventually in many localities from
Chiapas to Sonora. It did not go away...
and the government had to deal with the
consequences of not being able to quell
the rebellion for over two years.
The U.S. government had issues with
this neighbor's rebellion, since it was
dealing with thousands of Catholic refugees and economic disruptions. (Many
of the devout settled in Los Angeles and
never returned to Mexico.) Diplomacy
had not worked under the previous ambassador, but when Dwight W. Morrow
arrived, he became a more successful
negotiator. (DWM was the future father-in-law of aviator Charles Lindburgh) The main issues were property
ownership and freedom of religion, both
of which the U.S. deemed important.
Many American citizens and businesses (oil, mining, railroads) owned land in
Mexico. In the meantime, diplomatic
solutions were not happening.
President Calles served his four years
(1924-28) and Obregon was re-elected (He had served from 1920-24). But

before he took office he was assassinated by a rebel, Jose de Leon Toral.
Obregon's successor, Emilio Portes Gil,
served until 1930. Behind the scenes,
Calles was still very powerful. He created the Partido Revolucionario Nacional, which eventually became the
PRI, which ruled Mexico from then on.
However, Portes Gil eventually negotiated the end to the Cristero War, along
with a number of Mexican Bishops, the
Knights of Columbus in the U.S. and
other organizations in Mexico.
By 1929 the rebellion, led in the north
by the ambitious Gen. Jose Escobar, had
reached the border, conveniently located to supplies in the U.S. Sasabe, AZ
is a Port of Entry, and across the line is
Sasabe, Sonora or "Mesquite." (with a
Spanish pronunciation, please.) No wall
in those days, of course. People came
and went freely. At that time, Sasabe,
AZ had about 100 residents and across
the line were 200 more. When the rebels arrived in Mesquite in early March,
the locals on both sides of the line began
to expect war, some with much anticipation. On this side, just west of town,
is the La Osa dude ranch. It was owned
at that time by Mrs Arthur Hardgrave,
from a wealthy Kansas City, KS family.
Also with her in residence were her sister, Mrs James Jones and a friend, Mrs
P.H. Hamilton.
In the spring of 1929, exporting vegetables into the U.S. was being hampered
by rebel forces, which, by March, had
also taken Nogales and Juarez. Fortunately, the 10th Cavalry soldiers were
still stationed at Camp Little in Nogales.
The news of what was happening began
to appear in headlines on the front page
of the Arizona Daily Star.
The Federalists came east from Baja,
CA and met the 85 Rebels in Sasabe under Capt Jose Juan Montalvo, on April
19, 1929. 20 rebels were killed as well
as 5 federal soldiers, and there were
many injuries. The rebels were driven
across the line into the U.S. Bullets
crossed the line and hit the San Fernando schoolhouse. The Star nonchalantly
reported that "Nothing the matter with
the way those boys fought on either
side." The ladies from La Osa Ranch,
aware that there were no medical facilities across the line, gathered up what
they had and joined Dr Hardy from
Sasabe, his wife and daughter and Miss
Alice O'Barr, the teacher at San Fernando School, and went over to assist the

injured. The teacher even helped bury a
rebel, with his red bandana to mark his
allegiance. Three doctors from Tucson
arrived. Soon, with help from the Mexican consul, a collection of food and other needs was gathered up in Tucson and
brought to Sasabe. Initially, they took
the injured to the school. Once things
were safe, the injured of both sides were
brought to La Osa Ranch and nursed
back to health. The more seriously injured were taken to the hospital in Tucson. The uninjured rebel soldiers were
taken to the jail in Tucson where they
were kept until the U.S. government
felt it was safe for them to return. Capt
Montalvo escaped towards Nogales.
Sheriff Jim McDonald, who brought the
rebels to Tucson, said he met one Francisco "Pancho" Villa at Mesquite. (This
of course, is not the Pancho Villa of the
Mexican Revolution, because he died
in 1923.) Villa played an important part
In the capture of Mesquite due to his
knowledge of the terrain. He proudly
displayed to the sheriff where one of the
rebel bullets had passed through his cartridge belt, clipping off a shell. Asked by
the sheriff if he was scared. Villa replied.
"No, my friend had just been killed and I
was much mad."
Responding to the battles, federal troops
led by Calles himself were headed north.
By the first of May, Nogales had fallen
to the federal soldiers, and the war was
winding down. General Escobar fled
to Canada. Ambassador Morrow managed to bring the parties to agreement
on June 21, 1929. The agreement allowed worship to resume in Mexico and
granted some concessions to the Catholic Church. However, the most important part of the agreement was that the
church would recover the right to use its
properties, and priests recovered their
rights to live on such property, even
while losing ownership.
Thanks to Paul Bear of La Osa Guest
Ranch for the inspiration for this story
and Harry Meyer for his book, La Cristiada, the Mexican People's War for Religious Liberty by Jean Meyer, and the
Arizona Daily Star.
End of war : Legally speaking, the
Church was not allowed to own real estate, and its former facilities remained
federal property. However, the church
effectively took control over the properties. It was a convenient arrangement
for both parties, and the church ostensibly ended its support for the rebels.
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Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents
(living within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!
-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of
aid:
$200
$100 in assistance every six months
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check us
out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)398-3033, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring
invoices from vendors
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Letters

H

ere we go again. The parties in Washington are at each others throat. Nothing continues to be done and our country
does not function. What's the problem…?
One side says one thing, in most cases, the
other the opposite, even though they voted
for the same legislation before. It certainly
does not make to much sense to the general
public.
I was feeling pretty good last Tuesday
when the President was agreeing to put the
DOCA bill in the forefront off his agenda.
However, by Friday it seemed that ....despite the bi-partisan support, he removed
his support. Obviously, I along with many
others, were wondering ….why?? On the
first thought you would think that the President was shooting himself in the , politically thinking, foot. And that he got horrible advise.
Fortunately or unfortunately, depending on
your thinking, he was protecting his stance
on the wall, chain migration, DOCA, merit
immigration etc..
It was announced by the opposite party
that they were giving the President ALL
the items he wanted because they did not
want the government to close and wanted
the DOCA people to be secure.
It's all in the language… authorization vs
funding. The language of the proposed Bill
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was stating that the Bill would authorize
the wall, which was already passed in 2013
under the previous President but NOT
funded, pass the DOCA resolution, but did
not cover the other items in the Bill.
There is a definite political meaning between the two words… authorization
means that the government has the authority to implement the BILL.. While funding
the Bill gives the government the ability to
implement the Bill. Without funding nothing can be accomplished. This change in
language was put into the Bill to force the
President to come back to Congress to fund
the Bill. The opposite party also included a
provision that their social benefits program
will be increased .. equal .. to the increase
in the military appropriation.... which I believe have nothing to do with each other...
No matter what your thinking is on this
mess, I believe that you really have to
watch and listen to ALL the aspects, before
you make up your mind.
I know that I probably should not include
this last thought BUT…. I try to look at
most of the MSM station, including FOX
for a couple of hours each day and found
that ...it seems to me, that FOX has more
equal coverage then the other stations.
With the expectation of one or two shows
on FOX both sides are represented while
the other stations seem to me to go out of
their way to degrade the President.
If you disagree with my opinion let me
know using facts that are pertinent to the
subject.
Just some thoughts.

Hi Greg!
I have some great data that demonstrates
the media bias inherent in Fox news...but
ran out of room! Hopefully I remember to
share it next month. A writer from GV did
write something pertinent, check it out on
page 8.
-Kristen R.
To editor Kristen;

T

o those among us who support President Trump I say you are not paying attention to the dangerous road he is leading
you down. The Trump supporters I have
seeen interviewed on TV all base their
support on the state of the economy and
nothing else. Those supporters have disregarded the 1.5 trillion dollar debt incurred
by tax reform. the huge give-a-ways to the
rich and corporations while reveling in a
small reduction in their federal tax. We
should all be apprehensive concerning
the huge increases in the stock market - I
sense a bubble about to burst - the relaxation and removal of regulations governing
how Big Banks and corporations operate
could result in the same type of disaster
that occurred under George Bush. Trump's
extreme racism and lack of belief in anthropomorphic climate change with his
call for the increased use of fossil fuels and
exploitation of sacred places to achieve his
goal is contrary to American values. His
support for increased coal usage shows the
depth of his ignorance. A well educated
and informed person would be advocating
for the increased use of renewables. Evidence for his many failures includes the
ending of the United States participation in
the Paris Accords and withdrawal from the

Trans-Pacific Partnerwhip. He has undermined our relationship with the European
Union and NATO. The United Nations has
castigated him for his policy toward Israel
and moving the capital from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem. Domestically his immigraton
policy has resulted in an approvol of 39%.
His policy to void DACA and his antipathy reqarding the CHIP program resulted
in the government shut down the 19th of
January. There is very little to celebrate at
the completion of Trump's first year in office. In Trump's words - what the hell have
you got to lose?? Apparently lots.......
Recommended reading: FIRE
AND FURY - Inside the Trump White
House by Michael Wolff.
David L Divine
David, I did read Fire and Fury. It was
quite the ride! -Kristen R.

I

t looks like Martha McSally couldn’t
take the heat in her own District and is
now going to run for Senate, which means
that she is relevant to my friends in Arivaca. She has little appeal to either conservatives, moderates or progressives as she is
never consistent with any of her positiions,
she refuses to meet with constituents and
does not have public townhall events.
Where she as recently as half a year ago
condemned Trump, she now fully embraces him, alienating both the left and the
right. McSally says she will be a “wingwoman for Trump,” but we all know she is
only out for herself.
CJ Wentworth
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February Theme: Persevere!
Feb 4 “Making Kings & Queens of Us All”, Rev. Carolyn
Price, guest minister, Santa Rita Chorale

Greg Wedemeyer

Bil

Connection

•

Feb 11 “The Edict of Torda”, Rev. Matthew Funke Crary,
Santa Rita Chorale
•

Feb 18 “Connection: Story Circles”, Rev. Matthew Funke
Crary, Nancy Turner, pianist
•

Feb 25 “Affirming Our Covenant”Rev. Matthew Funke
Crary, Peg Bowden, Jerry Ervin & Leslie Carter, music
•

Kovacs says lower prescription
drug costs in Mexico is a problem
that he will fix
Kovacs vows to keep Social Security and Medicare strong and
refuses to raise the retirement age
Kovacs says AZ should be the solar capital of the world for renewable energy and jobs
Kovacs supports Davis-Monthan
AFB, will increase soldier pay

Find out more and DONATE at
www.kovacsforcongress.com

Paid for by Green Valley Girls for Progress (www.facebook.com/GVProgress) (not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee)

A Brief History of Environmental
Laws in the United States: Part II –
Laws and Regulations
F. Tillman

I

n the last issue of Connection, we
discussed some of the pivotal historical events that raised the public’s
awareness of the need for environmental protection and eventually led Congress to pass legislation. In this issue,
we present some of the most impactful
modern U.S. environmental laws that
address issues related to both pollution
and natural resources. First, a quick
reminder from high school civics class.
Congress passes bills which become
law with a presidential signature (or if
the president takes no action). Laws
(also called statutes) provide Federal
agencies like the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) the authority to write regulations. Regulations
written by Federal agencies spell out
the technical, operational, and legal
details necessary to implement the
laws passed by Congress. The president appoints agency heads to carry
out the president’s wishes on priorities
and direction for the agency. Through
the appropriations process, Congress
annually provides the Federal agencies
funding to enforce regulations.
One of the first and arguably most influential environmental laws passed
by Congress was the Clean Air Act of
1963. It is one of the most comprehensive air quality laws to control air
pollution in the world. This act and
subsequent amendments established
primary and secondary ambient air
quality standards both for motor vehicles as well as stationary sources (e.g.,
factories). It also addressed problems
of acid rain, ozone depletion, and toxic air pollution. EPA began regulating
greenhouse gases (GHGs) from mobile
and stationary sources of air pollution
under the Clean Air Act in 2011.
The National Environment Policy Act
(NEPA) was signed into law on January 1, 1970 by President Richard Nixon. NEPA requires Federal agencies to
assess possible environmental effects
of proposed actions before making decisions. Under NEPA, federal agencies
are required to prepare detailed statements assessing the environmental
impact of major federal actions that
may significantly affect the environment, and any alternatives to the action. These statements are commonly
referred to as Environmental Impact
Statements (EIS) and Environmental
Assessments (EA).
To underscore how far the political debate on environmental regulation has

come, Republican President Richard
Nixon in his 1970 State of the Union
address stated:
“The great question of the seventies
is, shall we surrender to our surroundings, or shall we make our peace with
nature and begin to make reparations
for the damage we have done to our
air, to our land, and to our water? Restoring nature to its natural state is a
cause beyond party and beyond factions. It has become a common cause
of all the people of this country. It is
a cause of particular concern to young
Americans, because they more than we
will reap the grim consequences of our
failure to act on programs which are
needed now if we are to prevent disaster later. Clean air, clean water, open
spaces-these should once again be the
birthright of every American. If we act
now, they can be. We still think of air
as free. But clean air is not free, and
neither is clean water. The price tag on
pollution control is high. Through our
years of past carelessness we incurred
a debt to nature, and now that debt is
being called.” On July 9, 1970, President Nixon proposed an executive
reorganization that consolidated many
Federal environmental responsibilities
under the new Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
One of the first legislations that the
new EPA proposed was the Clean Water Act (technically the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act Amendments of
1972), which mandated that all rivers
throughout the United States be safe
enough for swimming and fishing by
1983. The Clean Water Act established
the basic structure for EPA to regulate
pollutant discharges into the waters of
the United States. The CWA made it
illegal to discharge any pollutant from
a point source (such as a factory pipe or
ditch) into “navigable waters”, unless
a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is obtained from EPA. The Act also funded
the construction of sewage treatment
plants under a construction grants program. The CWA did not directly address groundwater contamination.
The Endangered Species Act was
signed by President Nixon in 1973, and
has been amended several times since.
The ESA mandates the conservation of
species that are listed as endangered
or threatened throughout all or most
of their range, and the conservation
of the ecosystems on which these species depend. "Endangered" means a
species is in danger of extinction and
"threatened" means a species is likely
to become endangered within the foreseeable future. As of 2012, there were
2,052 species listed under the ESA,

with 56 species having been delisted
(10 because of extinction).
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
of 1974 is the principal Federal law for
ensuring safe drinking water from public supplies. The SDWA regulates all
drinking water sources, whether from
above ground or underground sources. The Act requires EPA set standards
for drinking water quality (Maximum
Contaminant Levels or MCLs) and
oversee all states, localities, and water
suppliers that implement the standards.
The SDWA applies to all 151,000 public water systems in the U.S. but does
not cover private wells or bottled water. So far, EPA has set national limits
for 89 dangerous chemicals, bacteria
and viruses, nearly all between 1986
and 1996, when Congress required
EPA to rapidly analyze and regulate
chemicals. In 1996, Congress updated
the SDWA to leave it up to the EPA to
decide when to set new regulations. In
the 22 years since that update, no new
contaminants have been regulated by
EPA even though more than 85,000
new chemicals are now on the market.
The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) was passed in
1976 in response to problems from the
growing volume of municipal and industrial waste. RCRA is the primary
law governing the disposal of solid and
hazardous waste in the U.S. and gives
EPA the authority for “cradle-to-grave”
control of hazardous waste. EPA regulates the generation, transportation,
treatment, storage, and disposal of
hazardous waste. RCRA also provides
a framework for the management of
non-hazardous solid wastes. Amendments in 1986 enabled EPA to address
environmental problems that result
from leaking petroleum underground
storage tanks (USTs).
In 1980, Congress passed the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), probably better known
as the Superfund Act. The Superfund
program, operated by EPA, is responsible for cleaning up some of the nation’s
most contaminated land and responding to environmental emergencies, oil
spills and natural disasters. CERCLA
established the National Priorities List

(NPL), which contains the most serious
contaminated sites identified for cleanup. The Love Canal site, discussed in
last month’s issue of Connection, became the first entry on the National
Priority List. CERCLA levied a tax on
the chemical and petroleum industries,
with the proceeds going to a trust fund
(the Superfund) for cleaning up abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous waste
sites. CERCLA also established prohibitions and requirements regarding
closed and abandoned hazardous waste
sites, and created a process for establishing liability of responsible parties
for releases of hazardous waste at
these sites. About 70% of cleanups in
the Superfund program are paid for by
the parties responsible for the contamination. If the responsible party cannot
be found or is unable to pay for the
cleanup, then the Superfund would pay
for it, or at least that was the original
design of the program. The Superfund
tax expired in 1995, with nearly $4 billion in fees in the fund, and Congress
did not reauthorize the “polluter pays”
fee collection. By 2003 the Superfund
was empty, and since then most of the
funding for cleanups of these hazardous waste sites has come from taxpayers.
It is true that complying with environmental laws and regulations costs money, first by companies but ultimately by
their customers. However, as was apparent prior to modern environmental
legislation, companies left to regulate
themselves will not necessarily act as
good citizens. This dynamic tension
between protection of shared natural
resources with economic and libertarian considerations which seek to lower
costs and regulatory burdens, will continue to be worked out by the American
people for years to come.
For more information:
How the U.S. Protects the Environment, From
Nixon to Trump: A curious person’s guide to
the laws that keep the air clean and the water
pure. The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.
com/science/archive/2017/03/how-the-epaand-us-environmental-law-works-a-civicsguide-pruitt-trump/521001/
Do Regulations Really Kill Jobs? The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/01/regulations-jobs/513563/
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Can we cure acts of Human
Supremacy?

I

n 1600CE, Giordano Bruno was burned
at the stake for his bold heresy in opposition to “infallible” Church dogma.
Bruno dared to openly defend astronomer, Copernicus, who in his 1543 manuscript made it clear that it was the sun
and not the earth that was the center of
the “Heavenly Bodies.” The Bruno story
is an example of human supremacy, a pervasive behavioral philosophy of assumed
correctness of beliefs, systems, or positions that strongly resist change with new
evidence and insight.
This supremacy attitude was perhaps fitting in much earlier times as pre-scientific methods were less than revealing of
the true significance of our Being. It was
natural to pursue unexamined answers
to such questions as, “Who are we?’’ or
“How did we arrive here?” or “What is
our purpose?” “How do I survive? A few
examples will illustrate harmful acts of
human supremacy:
●
Religious dogma in denying science still affects many of our social issues
such as abortion, women’s Rights, and
stem-cell research.
●
Political denialism of the science
of Climate Change challenges our very
survival.
●
The ecocidal nature of growthbased global capitalism is our present operational dogma for making our country
great again.
●
The engagement in our historic
civil war showed a willingness to resort to
a killing war to protect the local supremacy of slavery economics.

AMADO

FEED & PET SUPPLY

Bring This
Coupon to Receive

●
Human supremacy was in grand
display in destroying the culture of native
Americans.

10% OFF

●
We are destructive of our collective power for progress by demanding as
supreme the unexamined right to believe
whatever we wish to believe, and to behave accordingly.

Wild Bird Seed, Blocks and Feeders,
Dog & Cat Food,

(Taste of the Wild, Blue Buffalo, Blue Wilderness,
Natural Balance, Nutro Natural Choice, Diamond)

One coupon per customer per sale period.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 2/28/18

2957 W. Frontage Road• 398-2093
(¼ mile south of the Cow Palace)

XNLV369000

PVC Pipe & Fittings, Propane, Carports
Equine Products, Fresh Eggs

Acts of human supremacy speaks ill for
life’s continuance. Let’s examine the impact of the cosmic story of our existence
as a cure for human supremacy acts. Science has unfolded a humbling view about
the significance of our Being. To be capable of achieving ecological, social, and
economic justice, we need an examined

vision that enlightens us for making decisions about our survival. Consider some
conclusions of cosmic science:
●
Humans, by way of cosmic evolution, were recipients of Nature’s Gifts
of Life and Earth’s resource endowments.
●
For all intents and purposes, we
humans are utterly nonexistent with respect to the rest of the universe.
●
As owners of our collective destiny, the meaning, purpose, and direction
of our future is ours to serve. If we don’t
understand our future, we may be doomed
not to have one.
●
The Earth through its Gifts of
cosmic evolution has been the steward of
our existence.
●
Life on planet earth is subject to
dark realities such as deadly coronal mass
ejections; life-ending asteroid collisions;
volcanic eruptions; cyclic life extinctions;
and catastrophic human supremacy behaviors related to the destructive consequences of Global Warming.
What must we do for a cure? We must:
●
Humbly accept our Gifts of Life,
and in Gratitude, celebrate the chance to
serve in directing our collective destiny.
Knowing that Nature rules over us, we
must understand Nature’s laws to extend
our sustainability and avoid the ashes of
living by fate. Accept that we humans
are trustees of Nature’s resources and assets and responsible for the well-being of
present and future generations.
●
Open your beliefs actively to
hearing with empathy the views of others.
You may not agree with those other views
immediately, but done properly, you likely will have gained a friend.
●
Compose for examination, fully
new chapters for our story of securing
sustainability.
●
Bring together the forces of religion and science to discover a common
cause, in agreement that all Life matters
and human supremacy plays no demanding roll.
●
Avoid being the cause of our
own early extinction by serving ASAP
on some scale to stop the present Global
Warming death march.
Paul Taylor, Science educator, Green
Valley resident

A Big Gift to Arivaca, From
Big-Hearted Couple Bill and
Connie Sparks

B

ill and Rev. Connie Sparks are
well known for their commitment to the Arivaca community,
especially through the charity they
started, Arivaca Helping Hearts.
Now, the big-hearted couple has
given the community with something that will benefit Arivacans for
years to come: they’ve gifted the
historic Casino Rural building to
Arivaca Helping Hearts.
This 139-year-old building was
constructed in 1879, first as a hotel
and stage shop. In it’s long life, it
has also been a gambling parlor, a
dance hall and a private home. In
2011, the Sparkses purchased the
building and named it Casino Rural. They allowed Arivaca Helping
Hearts to host fundraisers there,
all decorated with Western flair
and used as a working casino once
more. Two of the bedrooms were
upgraded and meticulously outfitted with period antiques and rented

on AirBnB, to benefit the charity.

A Connection to the Community
Bill Sparks, raised in California,
has roots in this area. His mother
Helping Hearts Gives
Arivaca Helping Hearts is a unique was born in Arivaca, and growing
“micro grant” charity which pays up he would often visit relatives.
directly to the organization where a Connie has been a resident since
resident in Arivaca has a need. This 1983, and has always given back to
the community through her Ministry and service to God as Reverend
and more recently through Arivaca
Helping Hearts.

Connie and Bill Sparks at Casino
Rural

includes clinic co-pays, eyeglasses,
veterinarian bills, propane, gas, car
repairs, phone bills, property tax,
rent and more. “Everyone in the zip
code 85601 is eligible, no matter
who they are,” says Connie. “We
do not make you prove how much
you make, we only ask that you are
a resident.”

An old Connection cover featuring a re-imagining of Casino
Rural
Hearts” to PO Box 156, Arivaca,
AZ 85601. Or consider coming to
the annual St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser on March 17th at Casino
Rural. There will be corned beef
and cabbage, music, and the entire gambling parlor will be chock
full of games like craps, roulette,
21, slot machines and more! See
advertisement for more details and
keep your eyes on Connection.

Helping Those in Need
“Arivaca is a very small community, so we can do a lot with a little,”
says Kristen Randall, Vice President of Arivaca Helping Hearts.
“Because of Bill and Connie’s generous gifts, we also have extremely
low overhead. Connie likes to say
‘every penny goes to help someone
in need.’ We do this through soliciting donations, which are 100%
tax deductible, by renting the Casino Rural rooms on AirBnB, and by “Thank you to Bill and Connie
hosting fundraisers.”
Sparks for your amazing gift to this
community and for your commitIf you would like to donate to Ariva- ment to helping those in need.”
can’s in need, please send a check
made out to “Arivaca Helping

You r’ e Invited!

Trico Annual Meeting
Saturday, April 7, 2018
Trico members are invited to attend the Annual Meeting
for a morning of co-op business, fun and raffle prizes*.
Casino Del Sol Resort Hotel
5655 W. Valencia Rd.
Registration 8:30 a.m.
Meeting 10:00 a.m.

Please bring a copy of your
Trico bill for fast check in, and
we’ll also have low-cost trees
available for purchase.

Refreshments will be served.

8600 W. Tangerine Rd. | (520) 744-2944
*Must be present to win.

Trico is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Media Bias in Our News
By CJ Wentworth

V

ersion Three of the “Media Bias
Chart” has been released and
updated, and can be viewed at www.
allgeneralizationsarefalse.com. Of
course, one has to wonder at the bias
inherent in a media bias chart, but it
is a good guide and makes you think
about your news.
Our sitting President is fond of tweeting pictures and commentary about
the “fake news,” deligitimizing journalistic institutions while touting others as the “real” news.
Although a news outlet shouldn’t be
trusted completely no matter where
they fall on this graph, and the best
strategy is to be critical and diversify your news consumption, the act
of sowing the seeds of distrust in
journalism is dangerous. A free and
transparent democracy depends on
journalists and a free and open news
media. By tearing down outlets such
as The New York Times, The Washington Post and CNN while trying to
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covince his followers that Breitbart,
Fox News and InfoWars is somehow more reputable, he is paving
the way for state-sponsored news
media and diminishing transparency.
There is a saying that “a truth teller
has no friends,” meaning that a truly unbiased person/reporter will end
up getting people angry on all sides
at some point, because the truth does
not favor anyone.
Likely this graph will not end up conSubscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you every month. For only $20, you get a
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s
Open Forum Community Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________

vincing any
person on the
extreme Left
or Right thst
they need to
examine the
news
that
they
consume.
But
for
those
who tend to
be more introspective,
perhaps you
might consider balancing out your
Politico with
The Hill. Or
if you have a
heavy news
diet of “opinion,”
consider adding
in some fact
reporting
or complex

analysis.

But what can we do about the on-

and

Bill’s
Gems and minerals
It might be hot out, but our
Open every
FridayStop
and in!
inventory
is cool!
Saturday!

Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

slaught of real “fake news” being
perpetuated as fact and the peddlers
of this? I think we fight it by being
good dtewards of the truth. We ask
people for sources. We remind them
about the good practices for consuming news. We do not perpetuate “fake
news” even if it makes us feel good
because it coincides with our world
view. We can also stand up and support good news and not accept the demonization of journalists.
I think that we can ALL be good news
consumers, and that it is our patriotic
duty. I think you can be a Democrat
and acknowlege if the Trump Administration has accomplished good
things, and I think you can also be a
Trump supporter and believe in news
that demonstrated things like collusion within his Administration.
America is so divided right now, but
we can come together and evaluate
the news we take to heart. There is
nothing wrong with believing in news
that can change your views. In fact,
that is the whole point of news.

Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Corned Beef and
Cabbage Fundraiser at

Casino Rural

Perhaps the luck o’ the Irish will be with you! Win prizes, play
casino games, enjoy some traditional Irish food and enjoy this
historic gambling hall decked out in Western flair!
We’ll have:
-Craps table
			
-Slot machines
			
-Roulette wheel
			
-Card games

Saturday, March 17th at Casino Rural in downtown Arivaca. Food,
casino chips and all the fun you can have for a $10 donation. ALL
proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts 501 (c)(3)
Reflections on Ravens
by Emily Bishton

O

ne of my favorite things about living
in Arivaca is hearing Raven sounds:
the whoosh-whoosh of their wing-beats
that can be heard from far away and far
below, their Pterodactyl-like low, gurgling
croaks, and much more.
A year ago when my husband and I first
moved here, a pair of Ravens would swoop
down through the trees in the wash below
our house at sunset every day, just like
clockwork. After spending a little time flying back and forth, they would always end
up perched in one particular Mesquite together. Then the two of them would make
low, soft croaks and bill-clacking sounds
back and forth to one another for 5-10 minutes before settling in to roost for the night.
We looked forward to their nighttime ritual, and it became part of our own.

This winter, we’ve been seeing a lot of
amazing Raven aerial maneuvers on walks
through the Cienega or just from our front
yard. Pairs, or sometimes 3-7 Ravens, doing acrobatic turns and rolls, often barely
but purposefully touching their wingtips
with one another, and occasionally even
flying upside down. Considering how “serious” these birds can look and sound (as
apparently Edgar Allan Poe thought), it’s
really cool to know how light-hearted and
playful they can be.
Recently as we were walking back home
from Saturday market-day shopping, I
heard two different sounds coming from
one of the large Aleppo Pines next to the
Human Resources building, and stopped to

investigate. One was a distinct knocking
call, and the other sounded like the purring
call of a Wild Turkey that I used to hear in
Southern Indiana! However, Wild Turkeys
are not known to be in this part of the state,
nor do they typically perch high in a tree.
As I got closer, I could see two Ravens
sitting close together on a high branch,
having a “conversation”, with one making
the knocking sound and the other the high
purring sound. What a trip!
After returning home, I looked on my favorite bird website, Cornell University’s
www.allaboutbirds.org, and found out that
it’s always the female Ravens who make
that knocking sound, but I couldn’t find
any reference to the purring sound. However, Ravens can also mimic the sounds
of many other birds, and can fly up to 100
miles in a day, so perhaps the “purring” response to the female’s knocking call was
the result of encounters with Wild Turkeys
in Northern Arizona or in Mexico. I wonder if it impressed the female as much as
it impressed me…. Ravens are well-known
to be one of the most intelligent birds on
the planet, constantly surprising research
scientists… as well as folks like me!
A Brown Canyon Walk in Buenos Aries
National Wildlife Refuge
by Dave Manning

I

f you've never taken a stroll up this lovely canyon, you're in for a treat. Join me
as we move through sycamore and oak
habitats, culminating 2 miles later in oaks
and junipers at a natural rock arch.
Looming above us all the while will be
Baboquivari Peak (7700'), pointing sky-

ward, considered sacred by the Tohono
O'odham people. They say the peak is the
home of I'itoi, the god who created them.
This canyon walk can only be accessed
by making a reservation with the Refuge
which are led by their staff (details below).
At 9am we meet our guide at Highway 286
and Brown Canyon Road. We carpool up
to the Environmental Education Center
where the trail begins. While using the restroom facilities, we have the opportunity
to examine a full sized stuffed Jaguar. Our
guide tells us there have been at least 3
known confirmed sightings in Arizona of
this magnificent mammal during the past
year or so. At the beginning our walk, we
have an excellent view the iconic Baboquivari Peak. Several of us take pictures.
"There's a Rainbow Cactus," says the
guide, pointing with his walking pole at a 2
inch high cactus, barely noticeable, named
after its alternating color bands. "And over
on that hillside is a fine specimen of a Saguaro Cactus, the monarch of the desert.
We'll see only a handful of them on this
hike."
After 15
minutes
we stop
at an old
corral. It
is already
warm,
and I find
a nook of
shade to
take a big
gulp of
my power drink.
Our path
now follows Brown Canyon Creek. There are
some small water pools but, unfortunately, it is mostly dry. This contrasts with my
last hike up the canyon a year ago when
the stream was rushing delightfully along.
I miss the water. We soon pass by many attractive Sycamore trees as well as a variety
of Oaks.
"Look there - Montezuma Quail!" A family group of 8-10 climb single file up the
far bank of the creek. What a treat as these
quail are not often seen. Not long after we
hear some Mexican Jays chattering away
up a slope, moving together through the
trees as a group, seemingly concerned
about something. We then see a flash of
a large dark bird fly out of sight over the
hillside above. "Was that a Golden Eagle,
someone asks?" It's a mystery.
A few minutes later our guide points out a

Golden Eagle nest far in the distance located in a hole on the side of a vertical rock
wall. It takes our binoculars to really know
it is so. Carrying on up the gently climbing
trail, we hear a woodpecker working on a
tree, but none of us are able to find it.
"Gray Fox!" exclaims our leader. But only
he and the gal following him get a peek before it disappears. We encounter some Juniper trees as the trail gets rockier. Finally
the guide stops and points. "There it is, our
destination." Ahead is a lovely rock arch.
Soon we are below the arch in shade, enjoying our lunch, sharing about our walk,
our backgrounds, and other favorite nature
spots.
After 30 minutes we head back down the
same trail. The descent is quicker than the
ascent, but we must be alert as there are still
things to see such as those Lesser Goldfinches, that beautiful Townsend's Warbler,
and a pair of Acorn Woodpeckers on the
side of a tree. Gorgeous birds! Up ahead
we see something moving beside the trail.
It's a Mourning Dove wiggling about in a
small plant. It seems to be caught. The guide
moves in to
free it, but
it bounds
away just
as he reaches down. It
had
been
stuck
in
what
he
calls
the
"velcro"
plant. Confirmation
comes as
we all feel
its
very
s t i c k y
branches.
We notice
the smell of skunk. Sure enough, just off
the trail in the bushes, we spot it. It soon
notices us and scurries out of sight. We're
not sure which skunk species it is. Four are
found here, but we did not get a good look.
Usually nocturnal, we are lucky to see a
skunk in the middle of the day.
Eventually we arrive back at the Education
Center, tired but gratified, a round trip of 4
miles in 4 hours. I highly recommend this
outing.
Brown Canyon guided hikes are on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month, November through April. Phone the Refuge at
520/823-4251 to register. $5/person. Special group tours can be arranged at other
times.
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Around Arivaca

T

odd Miller, Author of Storming the
Wall: Climate Change, Migration and
Homeland Security will be coming to do
a presentation about his recent book at the
Old School House on Friday, February 2nd at 6 PM. Food will be provided.
Event hosted by People Helping People in
the Border Zone. We hope you will join
us!

D

o you ever wonder about your rights
at the checkpoint? What about your
rights if Border Patrol stops you on the
road or comes to your house? Come to a
public presentation by American Civil Liberties Union attorney, Billy Peard and find
out. The workshop will be held on Saturday, February 10th from 3-5 pm at the
Arivaca Community Center and is open
to everyone interested in learning more
about their rights with law enforcement.
Free dinner to follow. We hope to see you
there!By People Helping People in the
Border Zone

HELP SUPPORT THE ARIVACA ACTION CENTER AND ITS EARLY
LEARNING CENTER

A

RIZONA TAX CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR 2017

The Arivaca Action Center is a QUALIFYING CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION
with the AZ Dept of Revenue. This means
you can donate to support the center and
its Early Learning Center program by making a donation of up to $400/individual or
$800/joint and receive credit toward any
AZ state income tax (form 321). Donations can be claimed if made before April
15, 2018. Help support the center and put
your money to work here in our community! Checks payable to ARIVACA ACTION
CENTER, may be mailed to PO BOX 457,
ARIVACA, AZ 85601. We thank you for
your continued support.

F

ree Concert from Foday Musa Suso,
famed griot (oral historian) and kora
master from the West African nation of
Gambia! Our longtime friend and brother will be staying with us throughout the
month of February, and will be performing a solo kora concert sometime during
the month, date TBA. He will blow your
mind. Keep an eye out for posters in the
post office, the merc, and the artists co-op
once a date and time is decided on! For
more info, contact Emily and Uno.
Arivaca Area Health Services

W

e will again sponsor the Lion’s Eye
Mobile this spring. Please watch
for posters and information in the March
Connection for more information and to
register.

Arivaca Early Learning Center

T

hank you to those of you who helped
our center by donating money, canvases, soil, and time! We appreciate your
support and interest in our program and its
successes.
We are studying worms, planting spinach
and peas, and cooking up some amazing
sand concoctions in our awesome sandbox
bakery!
One of our favorite books last month was
“The Mitten,” and we love the little hedgehog with the woolen stocking stuck to his
head. We continue to love “Sophie” and
“Seven Blind Mice.” We wrote our own
version of the mice, entitled “Ten Blind
Mice,” and we used our footprints to make
mice. Come stop by to read with us! We
have so many books to share! We wish you
all a wonderful month!
Who Passed in 2017
We bid farewell to those who passed away
in 2017, all of whom lived in or near Arivaca, now or at one time or another in their
lives. Or who have family here.

Dale Smith
Liz Shepard
Teodoro Teso
Sandy Parker
Kip Arnold
Glynn Burkhardt, Jr.
Sammy Rosthenhausler
Steve Bonczkowski
Norma Caswell
Nadine Luchtman Levie
Jimmy Brenna
Hazel Gibson
Tom Perino
Mary Jane Broadhurst
Arthur Caviglia
Ron Whitehair
Ronnie Brett
Ed Kohlhepp
Pat Bolas
Tom Root
Dorina Roberson
Melva Robin

ARIVACA MENTAL /EMOTIONAL
FREE HEALTH TALKS:
EVERYBODY WELCOME and ENCOURAGED. WE WANT TO HEAR FROM
YOU!
iven by GINA KEEGAN, MA., SEP.
(Long- time resident of Arivaca, who
left for 19 yrs. and came back. like quite a
few of us have…something special about
Arivaca.!)

G

Gina has been working with people for
30+years as a counselor, massage practitioner, life coach and teacher. She works

with anger, depression, trauma and anxiety.
(Everyone sometimes has these
feelings.) She is a graduate of Naropa
University in Boulder, Colorado, and has
worked with domestic violence with individuals, families and couples, as well as
almost all human issues.
DATES: Tuesday, March 6th
ANGER IS OUR FRIEND, NOT OUR ENEMY
Anger itself is not the problem. It is what
we do with the emotion to transmute it
into positive action. We can actually get
closer to those we have problems with, not
further from. EVERYBODY HAS ANGER! You do not have to have big problems to come to this talk. Everybody can
learn about anger!
Tuesday, March 13th HOW
TO MINIMIZE THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF STRESS

Mindfulness meditation plus other techniques will be discussed and practiced.
The practice of cutting the thinking process to move towards experiencing the
tranquility underneath thoughts is what
can aid in depression, anxiety, and all
obsessive thinking. Mindfulness meditation, a non-religious practice, has become
highly accepted today, even in the business world and in conventional psychiatric settings. All other meditations can still
be practiced; you do not have to give them
up. You will understand why mindfulness
is the foundation of all the others from this
talk.
PLACE:
Arivaca Action Center, front
living room.
7pm-8pm; then perhaps
questions and discussion and tea afterwards.
EVERYBODY WELCOME! Donations
accepted.
Questions? Call Gina Keegan at 398-2924

HELP SUPPORT THE ARIVACA ACTION CENTER AND ITS
EARLY LEARNING CENTER
ARIZONA TAX CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR 2017
The Arivaca Action Center is a QUALIFYING CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION with the AZ Dept of Revenue. This means you can donate
to support the center and its Early Learning Center program by making
a donation of up to $400/individual or $800/joint and receive credit toward any AZ state income tax (form 321). Donations can be claimed
if made before April 15, 2018. Help support the center and put your
money to work here in our community! Checks payable to ARIVACA
ACTION CENTER, may be mailed to PO BOX 457, ARIVACA, AZ
85601. We thank you for your continued support.

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

ARIVACA FILM EXHIBITION
MARCH 2nd & 3rd
By Bart Santello

T

he annual Arivaca Independent Filmmakers Exhibition will be held Friday
night March 2nd and all Saturday March
3rd at the Arivaca Community Center.
The event is free and open to the public
and will present feature-length documentaries and short films, specifically curated
for the Arivaca audience to be interesting,
thought-provoking, artistic and entertaining.
For the first time this year, a portion of the
Friday evening “local-films” program will
feature five University of Arizona student
senior-project films – mostly experimental
documentaries that range from “STING”
depicting a person willing to be stung by
Arizona’s most painful-biting insects; to
the first Tohono O’odham filmmaker’s
entry: “HOW STRONG IS SHE” about
a woman’s journey to find self through
(physical) strength.
At this time of writing, other films from
area filmmakers are being added, including
the short work: “GATHERING OF NATIONS – 2017” by Tucson filmmaker Thijs Boon. The film engages us in the striking beauty of Native American ceremony
and ritual, few get to experience. Check
the film event’s website for updates (see
link at bottom of article). The Friday night
program begins at 6:30pm on March 2nd.
Beginning at 12-noon on Saturday March
3rd will be another exciting documentary program beginning with CYBER-SENIORS, both a hilarious and touching film
about Seniors being taught computers and
social media for the first time by teenagers
and the impact it has on their lives. Director Saffron Cassaday, hopefully will be
coming out from Los Angeles to engage
the audience with her film.
GIVEN by Jess Bianchi is probably one of

the most visually stunning and beautiful
stories you will see in film. A synopsis from ‘GIVEN - The Movie’ website: “GIVEN follows legendary surfers
Aamion and Daize Goodwin from their
island home of Kauai through 15 different countries in the quest for surf and to
fulfill a calling handed down through
generations. Set in wave after wave of
stunningly visual earthscapes, GIVEN
blooms into a tender yet stirring exploration of a young boy’s understanding
of life through his familial bonds and
their reverence for nature.” A must-see
film with images and meaning that will
linger.

Saturday evening’s feature is a movie for
musicians, lovers of music and all those interested in sound. Tucson filmmaker Clif
Taylor will introduce his film “FUZZ – The
Sound That Changed the World”. A unique
and highly entertaining film that looks at
the geeks and musicians who invented
electronic gadgets that revolutionized rock
music. Lots of music, famous musicians
and interesting characters – Fun!
Most of the directors will be traveling to
Arivaca to introduce their films and take

questions afterwards from the audience.
Mark your calendar - It will be great to see
you all again at this unique event in our
community of Arivaca!
All the information you need for the Arivaca Film Exhibition, including the film
schedule, directions, accommodations
and other resources, please see the event’s
website at www.arivacafilmfestival.com
Also see our Facebook page http://facebook.com/arivacafilmfestival/ for the latest
details.

Next, Arivaca’s own Eva Lewis culminates a multi-year, multi-media
filmmaking effort in her work UNDETERRED. Undeterred chronicles and
depicts recent actions by Arivaca residents, other local communities and
human rights organizations to preserve
both Constitutional and human rights,
that have been severely eroded by the
Government since 9/11.
Included in the documentary program
will be a short film by Paul McCreary of
Green Valley called “NOTHIN’ LEFT
TO LOSE, that will take you to meet
some very interesting people and visit
places in the California desert.
At 5pm on Saturday after the documentary program, there will be an extended intermission for the traditional potluck dinner. Always great food and
conversation following an afternoon of
films and refueling for the evening’s
entertainment of indie films at begin at
6:30pm.

17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ

Kicking-off Saturday night’s film program, Tucson filmmaker Adam Ray will
showcase his short psychological drama: MR SNYDER – where a conflicted
man attempts to make amends with his
family, but with dire consequences.

Soni Stake, MD

Donald Smith, MD

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Primary Care
• Pediatric Care
• Enrollment Services
• Free Transportation to and from
UCHC appointments
• Free home delivery pharmacy
services through PharmBlue

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(520) 407-5500
www.uchcaz.org

Connection
Border Patrol Arrests Humanitarian
Aid Provider and Two Individuals
Receiving Care After Report Released
Condemning Deadly Enforcement
Practices
Contact Info:
520-240-1641
nmd.abusedocumentation@gmail.com

T

ucson, AZ─ On January 17th near Ajo,
Arizona, a humanitarian aid provider
from the group No More Deaths and two
individuals receiving humanitarian aid
were arrested by US Border Patrol. The
arrests came hours after the release of a
report concluding that Border Patrol plays
a significant role in the destruction of humanitarian aid supplies. Scott Warren, 35,
was preliminarily charged with a felony
involving alien smuggling and appeared in
court on January 18th. He was represented by Bill Walker and released on his own
recognizance. The two other individuals
remain in custody. In 2007, a federal judge
dismissed similar charges brought against
No More Deaths volunteers.
The report co-authored by No More
Deaths, Interference with Humanitarian Aid: Death and Disappearance on the
US-Mexico Border, was released last
Wednesday and included video footage of
US Border Patrol destroying** water gallons. The report also documents years of
surveillance, threats, and interference with
humanitarian aid efforts. No More Deaths
provides direct humanitarian aid in an effort to end death and suffering along the
US-Mexico border.
Warren has been instrumental in organizing humanitarian aid in the remote West
Desert around Ajo, AZ. Almost half of the
128 recovered human remains of border
crossers found in 2017 in Arizona were
found in this area.
Home to the “Devil's Highway,” this corridor is one of the longest stretches of wilderness along the border. It is characterized
by 110+ heat during the summer and extreme temperature fluctuation during the
winter. It is also home to the 8,500 square
mile Barry M. Goldwater bombing range.
These arrests come during a nation-wide
targeting of Sanctuary and Migrant Justice organizers by federal agencies. It also
comes at a time when Congress is looking
to fund the further militarization of the border.
No More Deaths continues to provide humanitarian aid and condemns the targeting
of community organizers by US Border
Patrol and ICE.
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New Surveillance Towers Go Up in
Arivaca

A

rivaca residents have grown accustomed to living in a surveillance state. From
the SBI net towers
constructed in our
backyards in 2007,
to drone surveillance, ground sensors, helicopters,
and Border Patrol
in and around our
properties,
we
have learned to
ignore
constant
monitoring and go
about our business.
However, ignoring
these routine violations of privacy
has not made them
go away.

based on the same ineffective and harmful
strategy used to design the unsuccessful
SBI net towers.
The new IFT towers
will include radar,
thermal
detection,
night vision, and motion sensing with a
range of 7 miles, dramatically increasing
surveillance on our
already over-policed
community. Construction of these towers
began on Ruby Road
in Arivaca, across
from Arivaca Lake
at the end of December. We're unaware at
this time what impact
these towers will have
on the environment
and on our health.

The news of the inteAt the end of Degrated fixed towers
cember 2017 the
has blindsided many
Department
of
of us. It is our choice
Homeland Secu- Poster from Community Protest
if we ignore what’s
rity began con- of the original SBI Net Towers
happening or use this
struction on a
as an opportunity to
series of new surspeak up for the deveillance towers in Arivaca. Called inte- militarization of our home.
grated fixed towers (or IFT), they are part
of a series of 52 towers that will be con- by People Helping People in the Border
structed in and around communities in the Zone
border zone of southern Arizona, including
at least 14 towers that will be put up on Tohono O'odham land, including on sacred
sites and burial grounds.
This new series of towers will replace the
old SBI net towers, which were built by
the Boeing Corporation and equipped with
radar and motion sensing cameras. At the
time the community was told that the towers were put in place to detect people migrating through the border zone. However,
because the surveillance system relied on
motion sensing cameras, the towers were
notoriously unreliable since rainfall and
the movement of nearby animals set off the
cameras.
Attempting to create a virtual border wall
by placing surveillance towers inland, parallel to the physical border, does not work
to detect or deter undocumented migration.
Instead, it serves to push people further into
remote areas, as those crossing the border
have to walk further away from roads and
towns to avoid the towers, increasing the
rate of suffering and death.
In spite of this the Department of Homeland Security has decided to spend $145
million in a new contract with Elbit Systems, a private Israeli military contractor with an abysmal human rights record,
to construct new, more advanced towers

January at Marian's Market
Les Rivett

B

UY FRESH, BUY LOCAL! Support
all Arivaca Local Businesses!

Come visit Marian's Market, Arivaca's Local Farmer and Artisan Year Round Market.
Arivaca's farmer's market is open every
Saturday from 9-'til…
Expected Vendors for February:
The Arivaca Community Garden has fresh
picked organic veggies every week. This
month various greens and turnips expect to
be available. Dates and Eggs too.
Careless Coyote has pickled products and
jams. Thank you Sandra for the canning
class in December.
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will be
at Marian's Market on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays. Get there early because her Tamales are an Arivaca favorite.
Monica has jars of jellies and many other
things. She often has honey.
Dan has his knife sharping equipment with
him most Saturdays. He can put a sharp
edge on most knives and blades.
Come visit the market, there's always
something going on and you never know
who might show up.
See you Saturdays!

Arivaca Music and Memories
Festival was a Hit!

Poetry
Page

C

o m m u n i ty
members
helped put together a fantastic
festival this year,
complete with music from locals
and out-of-towners, food, vendors,
talks,
costumes
and fun for all!
“Thank you to the whole community for all of your work!” says Les
Rivett, one of the lead organizers
for the event.

INDICTEMENT

Pics from the Arivaca Music
and Memories Festival, by
Ellen Dursema (shared with
permission from L. Rivett)

Check out the Arivaca Facebook
page to see some of the pictures of
the event!

Greedy eyes
Clutching hands
Rapacious appetites
Always wanting more
More gadgets
More toys
More clothes
More jewelry
More cars
Succumbing to
Media blitzes
Glitzy advertising
Planned obsolescence

Ode to Hafez
Hafez, the Ancient of Days.
The Ever-present Everywhere.
Rising and falling,
with the rhythm of the day.
The moon-earth mother.
Voice of The Beloved,
Of all that is.
Piper at the gates of dawn.
Echoing down steep canyons of timeless significance.
Joyful proclamations.
Mystic explanations.
Undiscovered, unexplored regions,
of joy and god-intoxicated union with forever.
James Carney

From my window
I watch
The Darling Deers
And am happy
Patty Miller

Spending every penny
Maxing out credit cards
In answer to
The siren call of consumerism

XNLV310505

Loretta Carmickle

On Main Street
520-230-8612

A Non-Profit Designer Consignor Boutique

Accepting Consignments

February Featured Artist

50/50 split or 55% in-store credit
For Appointment call: 520-398-3343

Jewel of the Woodlands

Hours: Tues-Sat 10-4
I-19 * Exit 48 * Arivaca Rd * Turn towards the mountains*
Cross Frontage Rd to 2050 Territory Lane Amado, AZ

Peter Leon

Valentine Gifts Now Available
www.arivacacoop.com

Open Thursday, Friday & Sunday 11 am - 4 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm

Connection
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The Art of Metal Detecting
Treasures

G

rowing up in the 1940’s I was always
an adventurer dreaming of finding lost
treasures. I lived in the Village of Dundee,
a small little town in southeast Michigan.
At the time I saw little chance of finding a
treasure in that area or any other place. Still
I didn’t stop my dreaming.
During WWII the government developed
metal detectors to locate landmines. After the war a few small companies started to develop smaller versions for private
use. One was a Fisher M Scope made in
California; another White made in Sweet
Home, Oregon. They were what they
called a beep frequency detector & cost
$200-$300. It was the early 1960’s, I had
married & had a bunch of kids & couldn’t
afford that kind of money for an adventure.
Then about 1964 I saw a Classified Ad in
the Popular Mechanics magazine for a kit
to make a simple metal detector for only
$10. I thought, what the heck, & sprang for
it. A few days later a small manila envelope
came in the mail with the kit enclosed. It
was simple. There was a 6” diameter x 1/8”
thick piece of brown phenolic. Several feet
of coated copper wire, a padder capacitor,
2 resistors, a 9V battery holder, on & off
switch & simple instructions. The only
thing I needed to finish was a 36” piece of
a broom handle for the detector handle, a
small cigarette pack size transistor radio
that was available at that time. I wrapped
the wire around the perimeter of the phenolic disc, soldered in the few parts & installed the 9V battery. The way it worked
was to put your little transistor radio on a
waist belt pouch & tune it in to a strong
local radio station. Then turn the detector
switch on. This set up an electrical field
around the coil. Then by adjusting the padder capacitor screw on the top you could
make the radio squeal when it was tuned in
to your station. By passing coins or metal
underneath the coil the radio would make a
different sound. I practiced on some coins
that I buried shallow in the ground until I
figured I had mastered the technique to find
coins & metal.
I set out for Ida, MI a small town not far
away that had a yearly carnival in the
small town park. I went to an area that I
remembered having concession stands. I
tuned in the detector & after a few sweeps
the radio squealed & about 2” down came
out a 1950 silver quarter. Now that might
not sound like much but this was a silver
quarter. Quarters & silver coins were still
in circulation. That would be over $2.50
in todays money because todays quarters
are only worth about 2 cents. I came out of
the park a short time later with a hand full
of found treasure coins. Pennies, nickels,
dimes, quarters. Of course in the process
I found several unwanted bottle caps, pull

tabs, foil, etc.
Little did I know I was on my way, in the
years to come, to finding over 12,500
coins, 20 gold rings & countless hours of
adventure & treasures. We usually had 9
months of bad weather in Michigan & with
supporting a large family I didn’t have a
lot of time to go treasure/coin hunting. My

wife at the time was a severe asthmatic. I
was told if I didn’t move her to Arizona she
would die. So I quit my great job, closed
a successful small business & in August
1966 I moved my family to Tucson, AZ. I
found a job that gave me a bare existence
but my part business wouldn’t work in Arizona,
Here I was in the great southwest with lost
mines & buried treasures & time on my
hands. Several new metal detectors came
on the market. After much research I decided to buy one of the new Compass 77IB
Transmitter Receiver Metal Detector.
They were more sensitive, had less drift &
found objects deeper. The $189 cost was a
lot of money for me but I hoped it would
work for successful treasure hunting.
When coins are dropped on the ground
they tend to lie flat. Over time they tend to
settle deeper in the ground. This varies according to the type of ground, whether its
gravel, soft loam or clay. Coin that are lost
for several years can be quite deep. I have
learned to find deeper coins you need to
use ear phones & swing your coil slowly.
My first excursions were around old high
schools. After work I would eat supper, grab
my detector & head for a local high school.
At that time there were lots of grassy areas
around schools & they weren’t fenced in
yet. In an evening I could find a handful
of coins. The prize was that many of them
were silver coins. Another good area was
the yard around old churches. This was the
beginning of metal detecting & I got into
many places that had never been detected
for coins. Some places there were so many
coins it was like picking strawberries. Every foot or so up would come another coin.
I found a ruby gold ring by the Mormon
church at Ft. Lowell & Dodge. I hit a target
at Amphi High School that I thought was a
sprinkler head. It turned out to be 2 silver
half dollars, 5 silver quarters & four silver

dimes in just one small spot. Someone was
laying or sitting on the ground. There is
an enclosed grassy courtyard area inside
Catalina High School. There were so many
coins in that courtyard that I got tired of
popping them out of the ground. Yards
around old houses, parking meters in the
grass. Any place people congregated where
they were handling money were the places
to search.
In 1972 I got hired on the UofA as a classified staff instrument maker at the Optical
Science Center. On my lunch hour breaks
I would grab my detector & search around
the old buildings & mall. Since I was staff
the UofA security didn’t bother me. I was
probably one of the first people to search
the area. I found hundreds of coins. The
greatest place was around the girls physical
education building. I found 18 gold rings.
The girls would get to playing their games
in the grass area & throw off their loose
gold & silver rings.
Most of my detecting time was spent
around the local Tucson area where there
were lots of places to look for coins &
rings. I did on weekends venture out into
the old ghost towns, forts & mining areas.
These were completely different adventures from finding coins.
Most of my coin detecting was from 1966
to 1984. When I would get a pile of 20003000 coins I would put them in rolls &
take them to the bank. I always kept a running count of the number halves, quarters,
dimes, nickels & pennies. For different
reasons Nov. 18, 1984 I some what quit

looking for coins. I took a grand total count
& I had found a total of 12,461 coins. I had
found 24 gold rings, several silver rings,
about $45 worth of the coins were silver,
also 80% of the coins you find will be pennies.
9651 pennies
1077 Nickels
1259 Dimes
458 Quarters
16 Halves
____________
Total Coins 12,461

$96.51
$46.10
$125.90
$114.50
$8.00
______
$391.01

77.7%
8.5%
10.3%
3.4%
0.1%
______
100%

As you can see the total cash value of the
coins was $391. I more than twice paid for
my $189 Compass Detector with coins. I
found a lot of coins & treasures but most
people don’t begin to pay the cost of the
detector. I never found a gold coin or gold
nugget. I know several treasurer hunters
who have. I see now they have detectors
that cost $1000 or more. I wonder from my
experience how they would ever be able to
pay for one of these detectors. If you are a
beginner, I suggest you buy a good $100
detector & give it a try before you spend
big bucks. Some of the newer high priced
detectors are more sensitive & can find objects deeper. If you could find a 20 dollar
US gold piece, that could be the cost of the
detector. You need to do good research on
your search area & you need to be lucky.
I’m glad I was wise enough to pursue such
a rewarding & enjoyable hobby. Of course
you my Mother didn’t raise any dumb kids.
Sterling Kopke

EMOTIONAL HEALTH is CRUCIAL
FOR EVERYONE
By Gina Keegan
“Seeing a counsellor or life coach is something for OTHER PEOPLE to do who have
big problems, not me.”
“Counseling and coaching do not work
anyway. I tried it, or my family member
did, and it didn’t do any good.”
“Who does this coach think she/he is anyway? She’s not perfect. How can she/ he
give me advice?”
The above statements, common as they
are, are worth taking a deeper look at, in
my opinion. Going to a life coach does not
mean you are bad, sick or crazy, none of
the above. In fact, it usually means you are
intelligent in that you want to try to make
changes in your life. Since the ‘60s people have been more and more open about
problems in their lives as simply being part
of being human. Everyone has issues that
feel painful. You do not have to have big
problems to see someone.
It is best to use a preventive approach,
where you work on an issue when it arises
rather than wait till you feel sick or out of
control with the forces of emotions, which
can sometimes be very strong. The “BIG
FOUR” feelings or emotions are mad,
glad, sad and afraid. After these there are
dozens of similar feelings that stem from
these four, like jealousy, feeling disrespected, hurt, ignored or put out. The list goes
on. Acknowledging your feelings and
the sensations in the body related to them
is where the transformation takes place.
There is 12-step quote I like: “What we run
from, runs us.” thus, the need to face the
feelings. They are all only energy and ALL
CAN BE TRANSFORMED INTO POSITIVE ACTION. However, if you find very
strong feelings, don’t be ashamed to work
on them now, too…everyone has had very
strong, sometimes negative, emotions, too.

If a person works on emotions and sensations with a person who is experienced
that they can talk with, usually the coaching works well. It takes awareness of the
patterns and habits, and being willing to
stop, look and shift to a new way. This takes
time and sometimes ups and downs in the
process, so often that is what we are seeing
when someone does not seem to be changing much. “Seek and you shall find.” I
like this quote: don’t give up. Sometimes there are unseen factors which arise
or new needs, which we can’t see how to
get met in the process of healing. Use kindness and patience with your self.
The life coach is, of course, imperfect,
like all humans. You might not agree with
everything she/he says. Or they might
make mistakes. That DOES NOT MEAN
THEY DON’T HAVE SOME LIFE EXPERIENCE TO SHARE THAT COULD
HELP. When you have been listening to
humans for 30 years talk about their problems, you gain a certain knowledge that
can only be learned by those years of experience, like every other profession. Teachers, car mechanics, farmers, lawyers, etc.,
everyone is capable of gaining insights
from their life experiences. These, in turn,
can be shared with others. This does not
mean anyone is better than anyone else,
just different experiences allow us to have
different gifts to share.
Now you read why everyone could
benefit from life coaching. Thanks for taking the time!. NOW come to the FREE
HEALTH TALKS, starting in Arivaca on
March 6th and 13th at the Arivaca Action
Center. You do not have to go far away to
grow in emotional health. It is happening right now in Arivaca. See calendar
right next to this article.
Yours in emotional and physical health, Gina Keegan
g.lodro@yahoo.com
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RV Spaces:

Daily
$20.00
Weekly $100.00
Monthly $350.00
Includes All Utilities and Wifi

(520)447-8018, call or text to make
a reservation or for more info

www.universalranchrv.com

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132

www.tomhostad.com

Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado Properties
Horse Property, 45X45 Barn w/ turnouts, 42x38 equipment bldg.
On 10 acres w/ 2715 SF Home
New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Acres, up to 40 Acres available
2 car Garage, Great Views, lots of possibilities
10 Ac Home updated 2 BR/2 Bath, Metal Roof , Dog Fenced,
----plus 2 story barn w/ Metal roof & Qtrs Under Contract
Town Site 2BR/BA, 7 Lots GST Qtrs $90K
40 Acres 1300 feet off Arivaca Rd $45K
Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
80 Acres, $95K Papalote Wash
Fix up Cabin w/well-power $55K
Four 5 Acre Parcels $60K for 4
Two 40 Acre Parcels next to Twin Peaks
Two 5 acre parcels off Jalisco $25K each
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky
3 Lots in T.S. $10K
One Acre lot by Cow Palace
Five Acre Parcel 2 Mi S of Cow Palace

Un-Classifieds
COST: 25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com
DOG SITTING. Clean, quiet individual
accommodations. $15 per day. 520398-2526.
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 BR, 2
Bath home on the water in the Bahia. All
necessities furnished. Call 398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing by R
D Ayers. Humane alternative to killing
these valuable predators. 520 820
2947.
ACCEPTING DONATIONS! Arivaca
Helping Hearts is accepting donations
for the year! As a 501(c)3, your donation
is tax deductible. So if you need help
or if you can help, please give us a call!
260-0963 or stop by Cinderella House/
Bill’s Rock Shop Friday or Saturday.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM
WE CAN HELP Narcotics Anonymous
meets in Tubac every Thursday
evening at 6PM at the Tubac
Community
Center,
50
Bridge
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646 Open to all
PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE:
AFFORDABLE (ask me); experienced;
helps everything! 520-398-2924. 520275-2373
EXPERIENCED
ADOBE/STUCCO
builder needed. g.lodro@yahoo.com
520-398-2924
REGENERATING ARIVACA meeting
and potluck first Sunday of the month at
the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.
FIREWOOD-SEASONED MESQUITE
16” length-Delivered and stacked,
$300/cord, call 520-425-7625
.

AUDITIONS for Green Valley’s Got
Talent Variety Showcase will be held
on January 29 and February 26. Seeking acts from the Greater Green Valley area (Tubac to Sahuarita). Email
gvgtalent@gmail.org, or phone Larry
Worster, 303-641-3596. See www.gvgtalent.org/auditions/
for additional information.
CONCERT: MARIACHI AZTLAN
Sat. Feb. 3 2 PM. Popular prize winning student group from Pueblo High
School. Authentic
instrumentalists
and vocalists wearing Marianchi dress.
Tickets at the door. UU Church Amada
Territory
Interstate 19, Exit 48. 520-625-1130.
HUGE VINTAGE GLASS SALE!!
Crystal, amber, green, red and some
blue pieces. Everything from fine chinato ashtrays. THOUSANDS of pieces!
February 8 through 11, 9am to 2pm.
2754 West Frontage Road, Amado
KICKOFF - TO A FREE FILM SERIES
Sat., Feb. 10 at 4pm “Zoe Saldana,
Danny Trejo and Cheech Marin lend
their voices to this splashy cartoon film
that weaves a Romeo juliet tale around
Day of the Dead customs.” Free popcorn and fruit drink. Surprise drawing
for a prize. UU Church at Amado Territory, Interstate 19 at Exit 48 East. Contributions accepted/not required.
AMADO COMMUNITY YARD
SALE. Sat. Feb. 24 at 8-11. Come to
the UU church parking lot at Interstate
19. Exit 48 East. Vendors will sell creative arts and crafts, household goods,
delicious food, and surprises. Info
about participating go to brooks697@
cox.net or call 1-520-216-8486.
CONCERT: JOE BOURNE AND TRIO
March 3 at 2 PM. Remembering Nat
King Cole: a rich, smooth jazzy sound
that resurrects Nat’s classic songs and
style. Tickets at the door. UU Church in
Amado Territory, Interstate 19, Exit 48.
For information call 520-625-1130.

called “An Arivaca Christmas.”
Hal Buckingham and a few others
were instrumental (pun intended!)
in this fun and eclectic endeavor,
he community pulled together
which did better than their expectatheir finest (and in my case...
tions.
maybe not so finest!) musicians to
make Arivaca’s first holiday album
All money made was given, in a ceremony last week,
5 ELEMENTS HEALTH and EDUCATION
to five Arivaca
charities: Arivaca
Gina Keegan, MA., SEP.
Life Coach
Human Resources,
Massage Practitioner
Arivaca Helping
Hearts, Arivaca
Trauma, Anger, Depression, Anxiety, Relationship Issues
Community CenIndividuals, Families, Couples, Groups/Classes
ter, Arivaca Action
Center and
When Song Brought Us Together
By Kristen Randall

T

Arivaca/Tucson, AZ
g.lodro@yahoo.com

520-398-2924

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS
Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage
Sale
2nd Sat - 10am - Arivaca Alive! meeting at
Arivaca Library
SUNDAYS - 8:30-9:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520400-9608

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women &
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.
3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board
mtg @ Fire House www.arivacafiredistrict.org
WEDNESDAYS:
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library Book Club
call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human Resources Group
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the
Border Zone: meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian
Aid Office.

THURSDAYS:

1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water Coop meet
at town water yard

FRIDAYS:

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
1st and 3rd Sunday - Board Games for
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse
Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary
- at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services 4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old Schoolhouse

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action
Center
2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite
3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and
Community Education Assn. At the Library
594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca
Library - Board Meeting
Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010
for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after
school till 5:30 pm.

