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By Mary Kasulaitis
 In the decade between 1905 
and 1915 drastic changes affected 
Arivaca Valley.  Unowned land 
acquired owners.  The townsite was 
dedicated.  The Forest Service took 
over large areas of the hill country 
south of town. There was the 
beginning of a revolution in range 
management and grazing practices.   
Arizona became a state. The Great 
War began in Europe and the 
Revolution began, down in Mexico.  
 For those who lived here 
in Southern Arizona, the Mexican 
Revolution was a great disruption 
in everyday life.  Fear took over.  
During the era that Porfirio Diaz 
had been President of Mexico, 
Americans were encouraged 
to invest south of the border.  
Mining and ranching boomed, 
with Americans as owners 
and managers.  The Nogales 
newspaper’s main page was 
usually dedicated to happenings 
in Sonora which might affect 
Norteamericanos.  Suddenly 
things were different.   This had 
backfired, and one of the complaints 
voiced during the Revolution 
was that foreigners had taken 

over.   From the perspective of 
Mexicans who owned property, 
there was the fear and the reality 
that it would be taken from them 
by revolutionaries.  Refugees came 
north, abandoning all they owned 
and moving in with relatives. Some 
of these were Americans and some 
were Mexicans. Since most of the 
vaqueros who worked on Arivaca 
ranches had come from Mexico, 
this time of unrest was difficult for 
them, if they had relatives below 
the border.  In just one example, in 
1911, the Arivaca Ranch received 
the Zepeda family, kin to Ramon 
Ahumada’s wife, who had left 
their ranch near Altar and fled 
north to avoid being killed by 
revolutionaries.  They purchased 
land north of Arivaca but later 
moved to Tucson.
 Noah W. Bernard passed 
away suddenly in March of 
1907.  He had been partners with 
George Pusch and John Zellweger 
in various enterprises in and 
around Tucson, and particularly 
with John Bogan in the owning 
of cattle on the Arivaca Ranch.  
After he died, his son Noah C. 
Bernard (Nonie), age 22, took on 
his father’s mantle.  Nonie was 

the oldest of four children and the 
executor of his father’s will. He 
had the responsibility of running 
the ranch with the help of John 
Bogan and Ramon Ahumada.  
Almost immediately the Pusch 
and Bernard Cattle Company was 
formed.  After a couple of years this 
dissolved and was replaced by a 
new iteration of the Arivaca Land 
and Cattle Company (ALCC) with 
N.C Bernard, John Bogan, George 
Pusch, John Zellweger and Ramon 
Ahumada as partners.  At this time 
they ran perhaps 5000 head of cattle 
and 200 head of horses.
 This was a time of 
consolidation for the ALCC as it 
acquired land and attempted to 
continue a strong presence.  As a 
part of this consolidation it acquired 
a number of homesteads and other 
properties from individuals in the 
area, including, among others,  
that of  Francisco and Leandra 
Maldonado, Rafaela Wilbur, 
Ygnacio Cañez, Yndalecio Aguirre, 
Jesus Acuña, Louis Bustamante, 
Nabor Montaño, and Robert Paul.  
The circumstances regarding 
these sales aren’t known.  What is 
known, however, is that individuals 
sometimes had trouble holding 

their own against the might of large 
companies like the ALCC which 
had political clout and  much legal 
assistance. 
 It is not a coincidence that 
this consolidation happened in the 
era of the Mexican Revolution and 
World War I when immigrants and 
those who did not speak English, 
even if they had lived here all their 
lives, faced discimination and even 
more serious troubles.  At least one 
family had gone back to Mexico, 
for whatever reason, and left its 
property unprotected.  Twenty 
years before it would have made 
no difference, but this time, when 
they returned to the U.S., someone 
else had filed a claim on their 
land, and moved in.  There was no 
recourse.  Even if you were aware 
and participating in the political 
processes of the times, you might be 
caught off guard, as some Arivaca 
townsite citizens found themselves.
 The northwest quarter of 
the northwest quarter of section 
28, Township 21 South, Range 10 
East is better known to us all as the 
townsite of Arivaca.  Or at least, 
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Arivaca Ranch
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Helping Ease

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents 
(living within the 85601 zip code).  If you need a little 
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!

-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses

Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
$200 in assistance every six months

Contact us at (520)260-0963, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring          

invoices from vendors

Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and fre-
quency of disbursals.  Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the 

expense directly to the vendor

Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown        
Arivaca!  Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts.  Check us 

out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822

The parties listed below request the “anonymous” entity known as “AADAI”, 
“Adorable-Deplorable”, “Arizonans Against Drugs and Illegals” and all other 
pseudonyms to immediately stop sending communications to them including 
but not limited to: Twitter, Facebook, email, PO Boxes, correspondances sent 
to homes, businesses, etc.  All continued communications will be consid-
ered criminal harassment and included in Pima County Sheriff case number 
151116263.  If you wish to be included on this announcement, please contact 
me at sAZConnection@gmail.com to add your name to the list.  Direct con-
cerns and evidence of infractions to Pima County Sheriffs Department, under 
case number 151116263.

Kristen Randall Landrum, Michael Landrum, David Divine, Jay Quick, Rob & 
Mary Kasulaitis, Noon Ranch, Leesa Jacobson

that is what it started out to be in 
1908.  But then Arivaca Land and 
Cattle Company partner George 
Pusch got his hand in the deal.  By 
the time he was through, a quarter 
of this was gone.   People who had 
been living and farming on the 
southeast quarter lost whatever 
property rights they might have 
had.  Actually, it was through a 
land office “mistake,” not corrected, 
that the fourth quarter was issued 
to Pusch (as an individual) who 
had soldier’s scrip to exchange for 
land.  The Land Office apparently 
didn’t notice that the townsite had 
already been established when 
Pusch filed his claim.   Pusch had 
then turned around and sold the 
quarter  to the ALCC. His lawyers 
alleged that there did not exist any 
prior or adverse rights to Pusch’s 
entry.  In 1916 the ALCC partners 
filed for a townsite patent on the 
three quarters of a quarter section 
and had it mapped.  My thinking 
is that they wanted to corral any 
stray settlers on the worst land in 
the township, situated as it is on an 
impervious shale dike that holds 
back Arivaca creek. The townsite 
was under the trusteeship of Pima 
County Presiding Judge, who 
began selling off lots. But the ALCC 
still acted as if it owned it. It had 
the store and the Post Office and 
it managed the school. Cowboys 
were ordered to take the roof off the 
Catholic Chapel of Sacred Heart of 
Jesus probably because the diocese 
didn’t buy the land. Arivaca was to 
all intents and purposes a company 
town.
 At a hearing held in 1919, 
attended by practically everyone 
in Arivaca but not by Pusch who 
had been non compos mentis from 
a stroke since 1917, John Bogan 
declared that the town of Arivaca 
was dependent upon the ALCC for 
a living (and perhaps it should be 
grateful?) The ALCC store was on 
this southeast quarter, along with 
the old Hotel (Casino Rural) and 
some other houses.  Apparently 
the town residents did not have the 
political strength to fight the ALCC 

and it retained ownership.  Now, of 
course, one is hard pressed to know 
where the dividing lines were.  
 Arivaca Ranch was not 
immune to the other troubles of the 
times. During the first few years of 
Nonie Bernard’s tenure as Arivaca 
Ranch manager he earned the 
reputation of being a party man, 
bringing Tucson friends down to 
the ranch, driving big cars. But life 
was not all fun.  There were legal 
troubles as land claims up and 
down the valley were made and 
litigated after the Arivaca Land 
Grant was disallowed.  In 1906 the 
Forest Service began dividing up 
the range into grazing allotments 
and ranchers who had been running 
cattle in particular areas had to 
make application for a lease. Nonie 
was having to battle for the land 
he had always considered his. 
Proximity to the border increased 
the danger of losing cattle and  Bear 
Valley Ranch, homesteaded by John 
Bogan and now part of the ALCC,  
was right on the border.  
 Then things began to fall 
apart.  In 1917 the youngest Bernard 
sibling came of age and the father’s 
estate was finally divided among 
the four children.  In that same year 
George Pusch became incapacitated 
and his family took over the 
business.  Mary, Nonie’s wife, died 
in the flu epidemic in 1918 leaving 
him with a little girl.  In 1920-21 a 
devastating drought hit Arivaca and 
it did not rain for a year. Desperate 
for water, ALCC cows were stuck 
and dying in the mud in the 
cienaga, leaving their little calves 
to starve.  Only those ranchers 
survived who were determined to 
stick it out. All of this was was too 
much for Nonie.  The Bernard era in 
Arivaca came to an end.  Nonie took 
his little daughter and moved to 
California where he began working 
as a cattle inspector.  John Zellweger 
passed away in 1924 and Ramon 
Ahumada in 1926. The ranch was 
mortgaged, but John Bogan held 
onto it as long as he could.

To be continued...

Dear Readers and Contributors,
I think it might be obvious, but we are getting very excited about the 
2017 Arivaca EcoFest on January 28th this year!  Those working on it 
have planned an amazing day for all of you, and I hope you will come 
to Arivaca and see our homes, try the food and see some of the lectures 
and workshops planned.  Make sure you check out the centerfold with 
more information about the day!

I’m really hopeful that 2017 will be a great year, and that we will all be 
able to come together and work with each other on our common goals; 
Democrat and Republican, Southern States and Northern States, Texas 
and Everyone Else (haha, just kidding Texas!).  I saw people defriending 
others on Facebook, angry memes, trolling, and arguments breaking out 
this political season, and it only made me sad.  I realize that so many of 
us hold our opinions dear, but it is amazing how much we actually have 
in common.  

As some of you have noted, I have posted an announcement in the 
Connection below this letter asking my very dedicated reader sending 
the anonymous letters to stop contacting me as well as the other people 
listed below.  So far he has not stopped and the Pima County Sheriff is 
now actively investigating.  Thanks to all of those who have come to me 
with who you think it is.  The Detective is taking that information and 
building a case.  I have told the Detective that if the anonymous letter 
writer stops, then we will drop the case.
 Happy New Year Everyone! -Kristen Randall



Letters
January 2017 Theme:  Prophetic Justice

January 8th-UU Can Get There From Here-Rev. Matthew 
Funke Crary-Music by Santa Rita Chorale
January 15-Connection Sunday-Rev. Amy Beltaine-Music by 
Nancy Turner
January 22-Pulpitpalooze-Baja Four Minister-Music by Santa 
Rita Chorale-
January 29-Binding Up The Broken-Rev. Matthew Finke 
Crary-Music by Janie Pogan

To editor Kristen:

The damage that has been done 
to our republic by the election 

of a megalomaniac to be president 
of the USA is impossible to imagine. 
During the election campaign 
he was called a sexual predator, 
a misogynist, a xenophobe, a 
homophobe, a vile demagogue and 
a first order narcissist!  He had to 
settle a dispute over his bilking 
hundreds of students of Trump 
University by paying a paltry 
$25,million.His Trump Foundation 
was used to pay personal bills with 
contributor’s money and also used 
it to bribe the Attorney General of 
Florida.Yet enough people voted 
for him that he won  via the archaic 
electoral college and now his 
supporters are shouting from their 
rooftops “you lost, get over it”. I for 
one will never get over “it” and my 
opposition to his insane policies will 
never end.
 Despicable Donald also promoted 
the use of more fossil fuels, 
including coal, and denied 
anthropocentric global warming 
with a promise to cancel our 
participation in the Paris Climate 
Agreement. He has been advised 
to end NASA’s role in monitoring 
global climate change.   His position 
on this issue was itself a disqualifier 
for any office.  His promise to end 
Obamacare should have made him 
an anathema to most people. He has 
consistently refused to make his tax 
returns public.
Now his kakistocracy:  Jeff Sessions, 
a racist, as Attorney General, Ben 
Carson totally unfit and unqualified 
to run any government agency, 
as Sec of HUD,Steve Bannon, an 

avowed white supremacist as 
chief strategist,  Mad Dog James 
Mattis,(widely admired!) a war 
monger and war criminal as 
Secretary of Defense,  Betsy DeVos, 
a opponent of public  schools as 
Sec of Education, Tom Price, a 
known racist and misogynist as 
Sec of Health and Human services, 
and the list of the unfit and 
undesirables continues -Tillerson 
at State, Pruitt at EPA, Zinke at 
Interior, Perry at Energy - the true 
definition of a kakistocracy!  (a term 
meaning a state or country run by 
the worst, least qualified or most 
unscrupulousl citizens.)
Trump’s economic and jobs policies 
are a disaster as demonstrated by his 
“deal” to save jobs at Carrier Corp 
in Indiana - a SEVEN MILLION 
DOLLAR boondoggle and corporate 
bribe paid for by the citizens of 
Indiana.
The chickens are coming home 
to roost for those who inflicted 
these wounds on our country and 
repercssions will last for years. 
Unfortunatey, we will all suffer 
these self-inflicted
wounds! How will we survive 
the thoughts and actions of man 
with a third rate mentality who 
corresponds with the electorate  
via Twitter, does not have news 
conferences and refuses intelligence 
briefings?
On April 1, 1967 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. spoke these words when 
talking about the Viet Nam War:  
“We are at the moment when our 
lives must be placed on the line if 
our nation is to survive its own folly.  
Every man of humane convictions 
must decide on the protest that best 
suits his convictions, but we must all 
protest.”  This is true today and all 
must protest the Trump cabal.

David Divine

To hear some anti-Trump voices 
might lead to the conclusion that a 

successful businessman can’t become 
President. Of course, there are going to 
be some conflicts of interest. Conflict 
of interest is a tough nut to crack.  Is it 
possible for the President Elect to avoid 
all conflicts of interest?

To begin to understand the complexity 
of this issue, let’s assume that he has 
only two critical assets: Trump Tower 
in New York and the new hotel on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington. 
Let’s further assume that he would sell 
these for 200 billion.

What is he supposed to do with this 200 
billion?  Put it in a “blind trust?” How 
does one guarantee that such a trust is 
truly “blind?”

Certainly, he is smart enough not to 
communicate anything by email, but 
who is to guarantee he won’t whisper to 
someone in the men’s room?

If either the Tower in New York or 
the Hotel in Washington should falter 
under new ownership, what will that do 
to adjacent real estate? What happens 
to these assets at the end of his term of 
office? In recent U.S. history, Presidents, 
soon after leaving office, have enjoyed 

far greater wealth than they had 
previously.

There are no simple answers to the 
conflict of interest issue. President 
Obama has said that he hopes he is a 
successful President; because, if he is, 
the country succeeds.

Both Bill Gates and President Obama 
have described him as “pragmatic,”not 
an “idealist.” Personally, I’m optimistic 
enough that with Elizabeth Warren 
and Bernie Sanders keeping him on his 
toes as strong senators, and an engaged 
public, he may well surprise us by 
getting some of our major domestic 
and international problems moving in 
constructive directions.

I would rather have Russia as an ally 
than Saudi Arabia. It’s time we started 
working on common concerns. Major, 
and some not so major as in the case 
of North Korea, powers have the 
technology to turn the lights out for 
all of us. Just as we have learned to 
respect each other’s nuclear capabilities, 
we need to respect each other’s 
technological capabilities. That we can 
do that is very much in evidence with 
the international space station.

Georgia Hotton

Forty-six percent of American voters 
were so entertained by Trump's cir-

cus they decided to vote for the clown. 
Now they tell us we need to give him a 
chance. I disagree with virtually every 
policy proposal Trump talked about on 
the campaign trail. Should I give him a 
chance to enact those policies, policies 
that I think will be harmful to Amer-
ica and the planet we live on? I think 
not. I disagree with everything Trump 
has done since winning the Electoral 
College vote. Should I give him a chance 
for even more destructive behavior after 
the inauguration. I won't. I will fight him 
every step of the way with every means 

at my disposal. I will fight him because 
I love this country and this planet and I 
will not stand idly by as Trump destroys 
what is good and beautiful about them. 
And I am not alone. Remember that 
Hillary won 48% of the vote, 3 million 
more votes than Trump, because we will 
not forget. There are more of us than 
there are of you. I'm sure Trump sup-
porters are celebrating that an archaic 
undemocratic provision of the constitu-
tion awarded the presidency to the loser. 
That the constitution legalizes that theft 
means I have to accept it. But it doesn't 
mean I have to give him a chance.
Michael Thistle

As the worm turns:
   Unfortunately I think that the 

modern world, at least the political 
world, is getting to a point that even the, 
before mentioned, intelligentsia are get-
ting lost in heated nonsensical rhetoric.  
The political proponents, on both sides, 
don't seem to know what the general 
population wants.
 How do the actions of one party... not 
accepting the voting loss and the other 
party ... proclaiming that they won the 
popular vote do to help us get out of 
debt, fix schools, etc etc etc...?  Nothing.. 
We have all heard the rhetoric from TV 
radio newspapers, from both sides, that 
have nothing to do with governing the 
country.
 My opinion is that we take a soft seat, 
relax a little and wait for the changing 
of the 'guard'... I also believe that it is 
inevitable that Trump will be sworn in 

as President. Hurt as it might, I believe 
that we should , at least look, investigate, 
and wait a number of months before 
we go off half cocked. Let's see what 
happens and if you have a legitimate 
complaint; talk, write or call YOUR 
elected representative. Let him/her make 
your thought heard, put them in the hot 
seat... and if they don't act.. fire them..
  It may seem to some that my opinion 
is extremely vanilla ... but let me assure 
you that I am extremely p^%$# at the 
way both sides have acted for the last 
two years and even though I voted for 
Trump ... I voted because of the Supreme 
Court, Second Amendment and other 
consideration. Lets hope I did not waste 
my vote but I am going to give him a 
chance to prove himself. Hopefully the 
country does the same. 
Greg Wedemeyer 
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Book Review
Ishmael

By Daniel Quinn
Review by Karen Johnston
 Every now and then a 
book comes along that has the 
potential to change the way you 
look at everything. “Ishmael” 
is that kind of book. It was a 
bestseller in the 1990s and 
warrants another look.  Basically, 
this book is about the story our 
culture tells us and how it came 
to be.
 Quinn obviously did a lot 
of research and analysis to write 
this book.  A man, who is the 
narrator of the story and 
doesn’t ever give his 
name,  answers an 
ad in the paper 
and goes to an 
apartment, 
only to find 
a gorilla 
named 
Ishmael who 

communicates 
through mental 
telepathy and tells 
him a story of the human race 
and how we got to where we are 
today. That is certainly a unique 
way to deliver the story.  Quinn 
uses anthropology, mythology, 
religion, and science to explain 
why we think the way we do and 
how our way of life compels us to 
destroy the earth in order to live 
like we do.
  He implores the narrator 
to spread this knowledge 
and do something about it. 
Mother culture is what he calls 
indigenous culture, and he 
points out that for thousands of 
years they lived in harmony with 
the earth and did not destroy 
it. When asked if we should go 
back to living in caves, Ishmael 
says of course not, that there are 
modern ways to live that do not 

destroy the earth. 
 The details about how 
Ishmael came to know these 
things about modern culture 
are very thought-provoking. He 
doesn’t just state what he thinks 
is happening. He tells us about 

the background 
information 

that led to his 
conclusions.  
Whether or 

not you agree 
with Ishmael, 

this novel 
makes 
you think 

about the 
world in which we 

live.  The daily choices we make 
in our lives are affecting our 
home planet. If you have read 
this book before, it might be 
worthwhile to read it again. 
I found that it is even more 
relevant now than when I first 
read it.  

Robert E. Lees’ Binoculars
By Sterling Kopke

For most of my 72 years I have 
been an adventurer & collector 

of old memorabilia. During the mid 
1980’s I was an Instrument Maker at 
the University of Arizona’s Steward 
Observatory Mirror Lab. One of my 
co-workers was Kent Johnson. Kent 
was raised on the Eastside of Tucson, 
AZ  near the Agua Caliente Wash on 
his grandfathers small ranch. Kent 
knew of my quest for old collectibles. 

One day during a break he said “You 
know, when I was a young boy we use 
to go over to Mrs. Lee’s house & she 
would give us milk & cookies. One 
day she showed us an old pair of brass 
binoculars & said “they once belonged 
to Robert E. Lee.” “Do you think that 
could be true?” I said “it doesn’t seem 
likely, the Lees were an old Virginia 
family, what would they be doing in 
Tucson?” He went on to say “a few 
weeks ago a friend & I took a ride 
out to see where my old grandfathers’ 
ranch was & her name was still on the 
mailbox.”
 After some discussion we decided to 
go out the next Saturday to visit her. 
We found the house at 1901 N. Jones 
Rd. & sure enough on the mailbox was 
Fitzhugh Lee. It was an old Spanish 
house with a tile roof set in desert 
vegetation. We walked up & knocked 
on the large front door. A lady 
answered the door & my friend said 
“My name is Kent Johnson, when I 
was a young boy my friends & I would 
come over here & Mrs. Lee would give 
us milk & cookies, is she still alive?” 
The lady said “yes, she is alive & I’m 
sure she would love to see you, come 
in.” We walked into the living room & 
sitting in a chair, holding a cane was a 
sweet old lady, Mrs. Lee.
 I looked up on the wall in front of me 
& there was a large painted portrait 
of Robert E. Lee. Below the portrait 
was his sword. Beside him was 
another hand painted portrait which 
I believe was his brother & below was 
his sword. At the end of the room 
over the fireplace was another hand 
painted portrait of Robert E. Lee’s 
father, Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee 
& below was his sword. In the center 
of the room on a table was a small 
podium. On one side of the podium 
were those astonishing Robert E. 
Lees’ brass binoculars. Even more 
spectacular under a glass, beside them 
was a yellowed letter from & signed 
by George Washington asking Light 
Horse Harry to come & help him in a 
Revolutionary War Battle.
 I picked up the binoculars & as I 
peered through them I could envision 
Robert E. Lee sitting on his famous 
horse, Traveller.  I could see him 
looking across a Civil War Battle field 
trying to make a military decision & 
perhaps even seeing Ulysses S. Grant 
on another hill. I was holding in 

my hands a priceless instrument of 
history.
We had a very nice visit with Mrs. Lee 
& learned that her deceased husband, 
Fitzhugh Lee was Robert E. Lees’ 
grandson. In his day Fitzhugh Lee had 
something to do with horses. I believe 
it might have been jumping horses. 
All around the room was very large 
solid silver trophies he had won. They 
were either marked Sterling or had the 
Lion standing sideways which means 
English Silver. Some of them must 
have weighed 100 troy ounces. 
In our conversation I ask her if there 
were any guns from Robert E. Lee. She 
said there had been some in a small 
barn behind the house but someone 
had broken in & stolen them. I ask 
her about old pocket watches. She said 
yes, they were in the bank safe deposit 
box. I knew all these things were 
priceless & it wouldn’t be appropriate 
to try & acquire anything. I said “these 
things belong in the Smithsonian”. She 
snapped back, “we have given them 
enough already”. 
As I remember, Mrs. Lee and her 
husband came to Tucson in the 1940’s. 
Apparently the property was approx. 
30 acres & the Agua Caliente Wash 
ran through it. She said when she died 
the property was going to the county. 
Sometime after my visit I understand 
Mrs. Lee died. I don’t know what has 
happened to the land. I heard that 
Robert E. Lees’ artifacts went back 
to Virginia & I have heard there was 
some disagreement over who should 
have them. 
This is all I can remember of my 
memorable visit. I would have been 
more observant if I would have had 
any idea that I would someday write 
about it.  Who would have dreamed 
all these priceless artifacts were in 
Tucson all those years.
I am sure this story is only the tip of 
the ice berg. I would love to know 
the whole story of how Robert E. 
Lees’ artifacts traveled to Tucson & 
where they are today. Apparently the 
Lee family has been in the Southern 
Arizona area for sometime. I believe 
one of the Lees’ descendents may have 
owned the Sopori Ranch & was killed 
when he was thrown from a horse. The 
Shrine on the Arivaca Rd. was built as 
a memorial  in his honor. 



Trico Electric can help.
• Each year Trico Electric Cooperative awards 

scholarships to 2-year and 4-year colleges.

• Students must be a member or a dependent child 
of a Trico customer to be eligible.

• Apply online at trico.coop. 

• Deadline is April 14, 2017.

Need money 
for college?

Questions? 
Contact mpugno@trico.coop 
or call 744-2944, ext. 1363.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  •  8600 W. Tangerine Rd.

Low ad rates, no con-
tracts, ad design free of 
charge. Email Kristen 

Randall at: 
sAZConnection@gmail.

com or check out our 
website

www.uchcaz.org 

 
17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ 

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Primary Care 
• Pediatric Care 
• Enrollment Services 
• Free Transportation to and from     
  UCHC appointments 
• Free mail out pharmacy services 

Donald Smith, MD 

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL 
(520) 407-5500 

Soni Stake, MD 

MLK Jr.
By Michael Vobis, 9th Grade 

(8th grade assignment)

I believe that Martin Luther 
King Jr. impacted the world, 

from the 1960’s onward, in many 
ways. His civil rights move-
ments, beliefs, acts, and assas-
sination have changed how the 
world and society treat not just 
African-Americans, but also 
many other minorities.
“Free at last! Free at last! Thank 
God Almighty, we are free at 
last!” It seemed as if the world 
had frozen, holding on to those 
last words of Martin Luther 
King’s legendary and iconic 
speech. Delivered on August 
28th, 1963, “I Have a Dream!” 
is one of the first things people 
think of and associate with civil 
rights. That groundbreaking 
speech in particular, is almost as 
famous as MLK himself. MLK 

didn’t just defend minorities, he 
also stood against the Vietnam 
War, yet another proxy war.
After the constant stream of 
impact from MLK’s actions, 
movements, and beliefs to 
change the world the world was 
hit unexpectedly but if anything, 
way harder. The assassination 
of MLK, which took place on 
April 23rd, 1968, in Memphis 
Tennessee by James Earl Ray. 
His assassination had actually 
helped MLK’s case though as his 
speeches and this assassination 
proved that racist people were 
in charge and that they silenced 
those who spoke up.
Martin Luther King and other 
figures of equality and freedom/
rights have affected the world 
today, even from hundreds of 
years ago. Even in death it seems 
that they manage to change the 
world for the better.

 

Kathryn Twinfeathers will meet with the Native Flute     
Circle  at 1:00 pm  Thu. Jan. 26th at the Library.             
Come and join the fun—no experience necessary.        

Flutes provided. 

The Book Club will meet at 3:30 pm Wed. Jan. 18th to 
discuss “Euphoria” by Lily King, a novel inspired by events 
in the life of anthropologist Margaret Mead.  Call 594-
5235 to reserve a copy of the book.  Newcomers  always 
welcome—start the New Year off with a good read. 

Celebrate the 225th Anniversary of the U.S. Constitu-
tion’s Bill of Rights by visiting a special exhibit from the 
National Archives Foundation: The Bill of Rights and You!                      
     On display at the Library until Feb. 28th.   

Library News 

 

  
       Library Hours:   Tuesday 12—8 
                        Wed. thru Sat. 10—6 
      Library Phone:  520-594-5235 

 



Sonoran Almanac

Arivaca Lake Data by 
K. Randall and M. Landrum

and 
Bill’s 

Gems and minerals

WE’RE BACK!
With brand new stuff!

Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

January Highlight

Arivaca Properties:
New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Ac, more avail.
Town Site 1 BR/Ba $45K
Home 2BR, 5 Ac w/ sm, mobile $60K
40 Ac 3BR/2 Ba masonry home w/
---fixup and 2 sheds $199K
40 Ac home plus 2 casitas $299K plus
---large metal building w/ utilities
10 Ac masonry home, horses, fenced,
---3 BR/2Ba, work shop $155K
2+ Ac 2BR Univ Ranch Rd., $120K
5 Acres, 2700 SF, fenced, $109.9K
TS 5 Lots w/ E, W & septic, $23K
Parcels 5-40 Ac $27-$80K
80 Ac, $95K Papalote

Amado Near Hospital:
Elephant Head, 40 Ac $250K, 20 Ac $140

Green Valley:
Madera Reserve: 3 BR, Den, Views, Pool $599K, 
1 acre lot, backs to Govt Land

15920 W. Penny Lane, Arivaca
This beautiful green home in Ari-
vaca offers panoramic views on al-
most nine acres of property.  Build 
of adobe block, this 4 bedroom 2.5 

bath has open beamed ceilings, 
new appliances and air condition-

ing.  This is a must see!

Lake levels were taken after Christmas in December to account for 
the late month rains.  It looks like the levels are holding fairly steady 
with little gains attributed to the rain (even though some rain guages 
in town registered over one and a half inches in the event directly 
preceding the reading).
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Connection Guide to:
Arivaca EcoFest

Make a Day of It!

In addition to the 2017 EcoFest activities, there is a lot to do around Arivaca!  

If you only have a few free hours, you can:
-Take an easy stroll through the Bienos Aires NWR Arivaca Cienega, a natural wetland 
caused by the unique geology which pushes groundwater to the trail is flat and is paved/
boardwalk in areas to make it accessible.  Incredible bird diversity, bird viewing platform, 
interpretive signs, benches, picknicking area and bathrooms.  Look for large signs just before 
you get to the townsite.
-The Arivaca Creek Trail is a little more rustic, but no less beautiful.  This trail is also in the 
Buenos Aires NWR, and winds through a riparian area among towering Cottonwood trees 
and willows.  Depending on the season, it might be dry or wet, but it is always beautiful.  The 
Creek Trail is on the road to 286, just a few miles out of Arivaca on the left.  Large parking 
lot.
-Arivaca Lake for fishing, boating or sightseeing.  Take Ruby Road East and turn left at sign.

With a little more time:
-Visit the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge west of Arivaca on 286.  Just go 7.5 miles 
south when you get on 286 to go to the Visitor’s Center.  Hiking trails, wildlife viewing, inter-
pretive displays, dry camping.
-Drive to I-19 the scenic way!  Take Ruby Road east out of Arivaca to see the stunning scen-
ery.  Might need a higher clearance vehicle (although I’ve been on it in a Prius before!).
-Check out some of the hiking near Arivaca in the Coronado National Forest: climb Atascosa 
Mountain, check out Sycamore Canyon and more!

Eat:
*Event Special Food at Arivaca Action Center and Arivaca Community Center*
-La Gitana Cantina-menu of salads, soups, pizza, burgers and more.  Music, brew and atmo-
sphere!, downtown!
-Viginia’s Tacos-Authentic Mexican faire, simple and down home, downtown
-BK’s Outlaw BBQ-Pulled Pork, beef brisket, BBQ ribs and more!  Find in the “back 40’s” at 
the corner of Arivaca Ranch Rd and Universal Ranch Rd.
-Gadsden Coffee-Sandwiches, breakfast, salads and Arivaca-roasted coffee.  Top of the hill 
right before the townsite.
-Arivaca Mercantile-Store and gas station, you can also find some quick treats here!

Stay:
-La Siesta Campground-Bring your own tent or camper, or rent one of our fully renovated 
vintage trailers!  See ad for contact and address and SPECIAL EVENTS for the weekend.
-Pandora Ranch-Rent a room in large house, find on AirBnB.
-Casino Rural-Rent a room (up to two) at historic Casino Rural.  All proceeds go to Arivaca 
Helping Hearts, a charity helping Arivacans in need.  Find at AirBnB.

1st lSaturday - Jan 7th Alvin Blaine 
     & Heather Hardy
Arivaca Eco-Fest - Jan 28th Way Out West
1st Saturday - Feb 4th - Brad Knaub & Clint

La Gitana Cantina

Saturday Patio Parties!
11:30 - 3:30 Music

Tom Hostad Welcomes 
EcoFest Visitors to Arivaca!

Stop in during the       
Arivaca EcoFest and find 

a treasure or two!



Arivaca EcoFest and 
HomeTour, January 
28th
By Arienne Ellis and EcoFest 
cohorts

Get curious and hungry for 
a full day! The sites on the 

tour, speakers, exhibitors, and 
local organizations and businesses 
add up lots of great offerings and 
opportunities to engage. It will be 
here soon: Saturday, January 28, 
2017, 10am-4pm.
A sketch of the fest sets the stage: 
The eleven homes and sites 
on the self-guided tour reflect  
commitment and creativity in 
working and living with nature. 
Speakers and exhibitors bring 
information, perspectives and 
goods to inspire conscious 
engagement of resources, 
techniques and approaches to 
lifestyle. The farmers’ market 
downtown will be bustling with 
everything from edibles to a 
seed-swap. La Gitana Cantina 
will host live music from 11:30 - 
3:30. Special and traditional tour 
lunch menus will be offered at the 
Arivaca Community Center and 
St. Ferdinand’s Church. Join in 
the Fiesta at La Siesta, including 
BBQ from BK’s and Virginia’s 
La Rancherita delights. That’s a 
sketch. There’s more to explore so 
let’s just spill the beans....
The tour sites implement a wide 
range of eco-friendly materials, 
techniques and design. Among 
them are the Pronghorn House, 
where owners Emily and Conrad 
are putting wildlife-friendly 
gardening into practise. At the 
Noon-Kasulaitis Ranch, rock 
structures built into the landscape 
mitigate erosion exacerbated 
by heavy rainfall. Ann Witman 
uses large water catchment 
tanks to feed her gardens of 
native plants, while Lauri Barr 
designed and built many features 
into her home to make it energy 
and garden efficient. La Siesta 
is more than a campground, 
and one reason for that is their 
dedication to aquaponics and 
ponds recharged and sustained 
by natural means. The desert 
homestead of Bart Santell0 
features off-the-grid power and 
off-the-charts architecture made 
of local materials. Kyle Young’s 
unique ErdaKroft enterprise 
blends time-tested and fresh 
materials, techniques, livestock 
and crops for health and low 
resource impact. Read about 
the lovingly built straw-bale 
home of Betsy and Aaron Clapp 
in this issue. The property of 
Pete Kohlhepp, featured in the 
December Connection, is an all-
out testimony to  human creativity 
interfacing with natural elements 

and materials. The mission of the 
Arivaca Community Garden is to 
provide a local, organic source for 
food security and health – and 
they do a fine job of it. Finally, the 
energy-efficient Chilton House 
on Penny Lane is built of locally-
resourced and stabilized adobe 
bricks. See these special bricks 
made by EarthUprising at the 
exhibit area in the Old School 
House Park. (Full descriptions 
of the tour sites can be found at 

ArivacaEcofest2017.wordpress.
com.)
Exhibits, demonstrations and 
vendors bring intrigue to the Old 
School House Park! A smattering 
of them includes the previously 
mentioned EarthUprising 
compressed adobe brick-making 
demonstration, Originate’s natural 
building and design materials, 
Raven’s Way Wild Journeys 
nature programs and eco-crafts, 
the Solar Store’s solar-powered 
educational slideshow and a table 
of Byrd Baylor’s books and posters. 
Treat yourself to a chair massage 
by Jessica Citlalcoatl of Tierra 
Sagrada Massage. Participating 
organizations include the Friends 
of Buenos Aires National Wildlife 
Refuge, the Environmental 
Outreach Department of Pima 
County, and Sky Island Alliance, 
which along with environmental 
education opportunities, brings us 
Pat Frederick’s powerful life-size 
sculpture of a jaguar. 
Exhibitors in locations other 

than the park include the Master 
Gardeners booth at Marian’s 
Market where you can ask your 
gardening questions; the Altar 
Valley Conservation Group, 
represented by Kyle Thompson 
who explains the earth works at 
the Noon-Kasulaitis Ranch; and 
Ecogro’s Brendan Woltman at La 
Siesta who demystifies aquaponics 
systems and other methods of 
growing healthy plants. 
Five wonderful talks will be take 

place inside the Old School House. 
Each speaker, with the exception 
of Emily, whose home is on the 
tour, has an exhibitor table as 
well. The talks and schedule – in a 
nutshell: 
10:30 am - John Slattery, 
founder of Desert Tortoise 
Botanicals, shares lore and 
processing of the beloved 
local bellota (acorn). 
11:30 am - Lincoln Perino, 
of Tucson’s Watershed 
Management Group, speaks 
on harvesting rainwater for 
home and yard.
1 pm - Emily Bishton, 
environmental educator 
and landscape designer, on 
wildlife-friendly gardening;
2 pm - Native Seeds/SEARCH 
teaches the importance 
of heritage seeds and 
demonstrates methods of 
seed saving.
3 pm - Dave Siebert of 
Borderland Restoration 

shares the organization’s 
mission and means of 
connecting people to land, 
and restoring land and local 
economy.
As said, the farmers’ market 
downtown, aka Marian’s Market, 
will be bustling with produce, 
artisanal foods and crafts. Get new 
seeds for your garden and share 
your surplus at the seed-swap 
at the Master Gardeners’ booth. 
(Organic, open-pollinated varieties 
please. Bring them to Jay at the 
market early on EcoFest day, 
packaged and labeled with plant 
name, year and location last grown 
out.) Talk to Les Rivett if you 
would like a booth at the Farmers’ 
Market. You can otherwise set up 
on main street.
The following Arivaca 
organizations add fun and interest 
to the day: Friends of Arivaca 
Old Schoolhouse and Historic 
Townsite (historical exhibit); 
Friends of the Library (book-sale); 
Human Resources (swap-meet 
and bake-sale); People Helping 
People in the Border Zone (open 
house, donations drive); Arivaca 
Community Center (lunch, plus 
showing off new water harvesting 
system); and the Arivaca Action 
Center (sponsoring organization of 
the EcoFest and burrito makers.)
Start your day with coffee, tea and 
breakfast at either the Arivaca 
Action Center, home of EcoFest 
Best Burritos, or Caffe Aribac, 
serving great drinks and food, and 
offering tour-goers a 10% discount 
that day! (Burritos at 9 am, Caffe 
Aribac opens 8 am.)
More information can be 
found on our website: www.
ArivacaEcofest2017.wordpress.
com. The site includes EcoFest 
how-to, listings of tour sites, 
speaker and exhibitors, food 
offerings, lodging suggestions, info 
on Arivaca and links to related 
sites. The EcoFest brochure can be 
printed or downloaded from the 
website, and we recommend you 
do! Maps will be given out at the 
Action Center upon entry.
TICKETS, $10 each, are available 
on our website via PayPal (no 
account necessary); at the door 
(Arivaca Action Center from 9am); 
and in advance at Green Valley 
Chamber of Commerce, Arivaca 
Artists’ Coop, Arivaca Library, and 
Goods in Tubac.
We want you to! participate! 
Postcards and flyers are available 
to distribute around so help 
spread the word. Email us at 
ArivacaEcoFest2017@gmail.com 
or call 591-0852 (Arivaca Action 
Center).
Save the planet? The people? The 
date! Saturday, January 28, 2017. 

Endangered Species 
Protection and Promotion

Pat Frederick is one of the 
Ruby Mine owners and a steel 

artist from Tucson.   She dedicated 
this year to building two steel 
jaguars, memorializing the 
Spirit of Macho B and 
Corazon.  Macho B 
once walked the 

mountains at Ruby, and 
Corazon resided in 
Sonora, Mexico.  Pat 
wanted to use the 
life size jaguars to be 
“attention getting 
mechanisms” 
for two conservation groups. 

She hopes to draw enthusiastic 
awareness from southern 
Arizonans.   
The first 

conservation group is Sky Island 
Alliance, of which Pat is a Board 
Member and volunteer.  Sky 

Island does work on 
linkages between 
living areas 
of people and 
animals including 
restoring 
disturbed areas 

and promoting healthier springs 
while being scientifically aware 
of the changes wrought by 
climate changes. These activities         
promote endangered species 
(Jaguar and Ocelot) survival and 
pathways.  
The second conservation group, 
Northern Jaguar Project, is directly 
involved with maintaining a safe 

place for a breeding population 
of jaguars in Northern Mexico.  

It promotes a large nature reserve 
and a crew of people, along with 
participating ranches who help 

observe wildlife and record the 
inhabitants of the reserve while 
protecting them. 

When sold, the jaguar sculpture 
money will be split between the 2 
conservation groups.  See you at 
the Eco Fest, January 28th with the 
Spirit of Macho B!
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      La Siesta 
Campgrounds

Camp YOUR way in the splendor of the spacious outdoors. C’mon in and pitch 
a tent, park your favorite recreational vehicle or give glamping a go as you step 
back in time in a vintage trailer rental. Whatever your choice, it’s camping on a 
grand scale at La Siesta’s five-star friendly campground. Check our Facebook for 

upcoming events to make your stay extra special. Hope to see you soon!
1(520)398-3132 16005 W. Hardscrabble Rd., Arivaca AZ

1/26/17 - 1/29/17  Virginia’s Rancherita Mexican 
Food Wagon-Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

1/27/17 - 1/29/17  Harris & Smith Coffee, Vin-
tage Trailer  Expresso and Pastry

1/28/17   11:00 AM   SNAKE OIL GYPSY 
BAND Country,Blues & Southern Rock                                                          
BK OUTLAW BBQ BUFFET $10.00 per plate

   ARIVACA RECYCLING CENTER, ECOGRO, LOCAL 
ROOTS AQUAPONICS, AZ HANDMADE

VINTAGE TRAILERS FOR SALE
SELLING KOI FISH FOR AQUAPONICS

Arivaca EcoFest 2017 Events

Around Arivaca

Caffe aribaC

16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca    1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca
(520)398-3251

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Daily, serving Gadsden Coffee, 
specialty teas, lunch menu, pastries, smoothies, and more

Special Breakfast Menu, Saturday & Sunday from 8-11

Arivaca

Arivaca Valley ringed in snow after a December storm. 
Pic K. Randall

Baboquivari with his head in the clouds following a winter 
storm.  Pic K. Randall

Bk’s Outlaw BBQ
15785 W Universal Ranch Rd Arivaca, AZ 85601 520-301-4246 

Open 8-3 Saturday and Sunday 

Don’t forget our 1st Friday of the month 
Fish Fry 5-8pm

Let us cater your next event!

Enjoy our slow smoked Beef Brisket, Pulled 
Pork and Baby Back Ribs

Special EcoFest Hours: 10AM-3PM

Tim Cook, 1952-2016



Arivaca Human Resource 
Up-Date

By Kimberly Dunson

We would like to thank ALL 
of the volunteers for their 

hard work in preparing our yummy 
nutritious meals every day!
In addition we are continuing our “can 
protein” food drive for the months 
of January and February. Also a big 
Thank You to those of you that have 
made donations, as this has helped to 
supplement our food box program.
Our propane program through the 
County is in full swing and we have 
a few clients that are getting propane 
from Amado Feed. So anyone that 
signs up with Amado feed and does 
not have transportation to get their 
tanks filled, we will be doing a run to 
fill propane tanks as the need arises 
and when we have enough to warrant 
a trip to Amado. 
We are doing energy assistance for 
those of you that are in need, so call or 
come in to schedule an appointment.
Remember we at Human Resource are 
here to assist you, so come in and let 
us help in whatever way we can. 
Thank You from the Staff and Board of 
Directors

HELP SUPPORT THE 
ARIVACA ACTION 

CENTER AND ITS EARLY 
LEARNING CENTER

ARIZONA TAX CREDIT 
AVAILABLE FOR 2016

The Arivaca Action Center is a 
QUALIFYING CHARITABLE 

ORGANIZATION with the AZ Dept 
of Revenue.  This means you can 
donate to support the center and its 
Early Learning Center program by 
making a donation of up to $400/
individual or $800/joint and receive 
credit toward any AZ state income 
tax (form 321).  Donations can be 
claimed if made before April 15, 
2017.  Help support the center and 
put your money to work here in 
our community!  Checks payable to 
ARIVACA ACTION CENTER, may 
be mailed to PO BOX 457, ARIVACA, 
AZ 85601.  We thank you for your 
continued support. 

Winter Clothing Donations 
Needed to for Humanitarian 

Relief in the Borderlands
By People Helping People in the 
Border Zone

Winter has arrived to the desert. 
Woodstoves billow smoke 

from rooftops across the valley as we 
make morning fires on the coldest of 
days. Some of us scrape ice from our 
windshields before making the drive 
to work, to drop off kids for school, 
run errands, or visit with friends. 
For the many migrants and refugees 
attempting the trek through the hills, 
the arrival of winter has meant new 
challenges, and sometimes, threats to 
life. Many travelers are caught out in 
the elements, soaked by an afternoon 
rain and then freezing as night falls 
and temperatures drop. Many walk 
in wet socks and painful swamp foot 
quickly sets in. As cold snaps cycle 
through the Arivaca community, many 
of us are encountering the lost, sick, 
and injured in search of warmth. 
This winter season, we can all do 
our part to provide relief in the 
humanitarian crisis that plagues the 
borderlands. In addition to offering 
a warm fire or a hot meal when we 
encounter someone in distress, local 
aid organizations are in urgent need of 
warm clothing donations. Groups are 
especially in need of coats, sweaters, 
sweatshirts, long underwear, hats, 
gloves, scarves, socks, and sturdy shoes 
in small to medium sizes. Donations 
go to displaced migrants and refugees 
in Sasabe, Mexico and at to the No 
More Deaths Byrd Camp desert clinic. 
You can drop off winter clothing 
donations at the Arivaca 
Humanitarian Aid Office during open 
hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays from 
12-4p and Fridays and Saturdays from 
9am-1pm. Or you can call us and leave 
a message to make an appointment at 
520-398-3093. Every bit helps. 

January at Marian’s Market
By Les Rivett

Marian’s Market is Arivaca’s 
Farmer and Artisan Market.  

Arivaca’s market and the streets 
downtown are open year round with 
local vendors. The hours are every 
Saturday9-Noon. Come on down, 
hang with friends and purchase local 
items. Marian’s Market and downtown 
Saturday’s is a great way to boost our 
local economy. Special longer hours 
for the Eco Fest on Saturday, January 
28th are 9-1 PM. 
The Arivaca Community Garden is 
at Arivaca’s Farmers market every 
week. The Garden has organic winter 
vegetables. Eggs and dates are at the 
booth every week.  
Jay’s Garden Variety will be prepping 
the garden, for early spring planting, 
during the month of January. Jay will 
be at Marian’s Market on the 28th for 
the Eco-Fest with greens, dried herbs 
and fresh baked goods.  
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will 
be at Marian’s Market on the 1st and 
3rd Saturdays in January and on the 
28th for the Eco-Fest. She has the best 
tamales and empanadas.
Sally makes baskets of breads for the 
market every week. If she doesn’t 
have your favorite today-just ask her. 
Nothing better than warm fresh bread 
in the middle of winter. 
Heidi plans to be at Marian’s market 
every 1st Saturday with her beautiful 
bead work and other hand crafted 
items. Heidi also does bead repair 
work. Check out her hand made 
display racks too.
Stockwell Honey will be at the market 
in January. Chris has honey and bee’s 
wax products to try too. Honey is good 
in, on or with everything. Along with 
Chris is her friend with home made 
jars of wonderful things each week. 
Try her jellies. She also has a great 
source for dried fruits and natural 
foods.
Vendors at Marian’s Market are happy 
to be on the 2017 Eco-Fest Tour. We 
will be welcoming additional local 
farmers and artists for the festival...
Forever Yong Farm of Moyza will have 
a booth for their vegetables.  Local 
artist Peggy Kane will have candles.

A Master gardener booth will at the 
Eco-Fest. Sponsored by the University 
of Arizona and Cooperative Extension, 
Pima County Master Gardener 
Volunteers will have pertinent seasonal 
gardening and yard care information. 

It Takes a Village!

By Sally Flatland (Gall)

Oh Arivaca, what would I have 
done without you! I came to 

Arivaca in 1993 for a job at the Buenos 
Aires National Wildlife Refuge. Little 
did I know at that time I would call 
this wonderful community “home” 
for so long.  Working full-time and 
raising children in a remote area can 
be a challenge but the loving people of 
Arivaca came to my rescue and took 
care of my daughters, Erin and Shaun 
Gall, as if they were their own. I am 
so thankful they were cared for by 
so many special people and allowed 
to spend their childhood connected 
to nature as they played among the 
mesquite and in the dry (and wet!) 
washes. Although my daughters are 
now in college in CA, they reflect 
back to their childhood and have 
very fond memories of Arivaca.  A 
special thanks goes out to Ellen, Mark, 
Wendy, Natalie, Libby, Tangye, Jenny 
and Bill, Laura, Sabrina, Robin and 
Joe, Bobby and Huajilla, Charles and 
Nancy…I love you all! For now, my 
husband, David, and I are moving to 
Eastern Iowa at the end of Jan. for my 
new job as the Manager of the Port 
Louisa National Wildlife Refuge. We 
are very excited for our new adventure 
on the Mississippi River but Arivaca 
will always hold a special place in my 
heart. Thank you so much for being 
there for my family. I will miss you but  
hopefully our paths will cross again! 

Iraq Veterans to visit Arivaca 
on National Speaking Tour

By People Helping People in the 
Border Zone

Iraq Veterans Against the War 
(IVAW) an organization of post 

9/11 vets and active duty service 
people opposed to the Iraq war are 
coming to Arivaca as a stop on their 
national speaking tour. The tour is 
called Drop the MIC, the MIC being 
the Military Industrial Complex.  It is 
part of a campaign by IVAW to expose 
and weaken the Military Industial 
Complex.  The speakers will include 3 
US military veterans, one of whom has 
just returned from the IVAW veterans 
delegation to defend the water 
protectors at Standing Rock. They will 
speak to their experience as veterans, 
experiences gained at Standing Rock, 
the issues facing veterans today, as well 

as to their work to oppose militarism 
abroad and in the US. 
 Join us to hear their presentation on 
Saturday, January 7th from 5-7 pm at 
the Old School House. Food will be 
provided to all who attend.

TIM G. COOK
January 19, 1952 – June 1, 2016

We knew it was coming.  
Cancer.  Tim passed where he 

wanted to, at home – not the VA.  He 
didn’t want a gravestone, but told me if 
he did it should say “All I wanted was 
some f*&%ing teeth” and he wondered 
if after you die you get to see all the 
dogs you ever had.  If you knew him, 
you know that’s pure Tim.  Tim was 
an explorer, inventor, proud Navy 
veteran, a good dancer and a genuine 
good guy.  He loved tacos, Stevie Ray 
Vaughn and searching for the pot of 
gold at the end of the rainbow.  He 
was a blend of down to earth and 
dreamer and he was my guy.  I miss 
him terribly.  To all who shared their 
sympathies, kind words, help, support 
and care – thank you from the bottom 
of my heart. 

 Jill

LUNAFEST, a national film festival featuring nine short award-winning films by, for and about women, 
will be hosted by the Green Valley branch of the American Association of University Women on Feb. 4 at 
the Center for Performance and Art,  1250 Continental Rd. in Green Valley. Refreshments will be served 
and a raffle held from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.  Films will be shown from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Tickets are $25 and avail-
able at the Green Valley/Sahuarita Chamber of Commerce and Community Connect next to CVS Drug 
Store in the Continental Shopping Plaza.  Eighty five percent of the proceeds will go to the philanthropies 
of AAUW, including scholarships to Pima College; 15% to the Breast Cancer Fund. 
The nine films range from animation to fictional drama and cover topics of importance to women al-
though men are invited too. They are selected by LUNA, makers of the Whole Nutrition Bar for Women, 
to promote women filmmakers and support worthy women’s nonprofits.  AAUW’s mission is to improve 
the lives of women and girls.  AAUW members and the public are invited to become sponsors of LUNAF-
EST by donating $100 for a Blue Moon, $50 for a Full Moon and $25 for a Half Moon. Their names will 
appear in the program.

Arivaca EcoFest, Saturday January, 28th!  Check out the centerfold for more information!

Music Saturdays, January 7th, January 28th and February 4th at La Gitana, downtown Arivaca!

speciAl events

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you 
every month.  For only $20, you 

get a year’s worth of Southern Ar-
izona’s Open Forum Community 

Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, 
Arivaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________
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Desert Symphony

I always though Nature’s Sonora Desert was a very soundless
portion of earth’s space, a haven from the roaring human race.
Listening, I began to discern the rising and falling of a desert 
symphony orchestra. 
Sounds emerged from the washes, hills, bushes, trees, sand and the 
sky filling the air.

Birds cooed, chipped, screeched, squawked, who-whoed, and 
fluttered to mix with the shuffling, snorting, slithering, growling, 
purring, howling and screaming of the desert predators which 
added diversity to the symphony.

Whispering winds accompanied by the pitter-pattering syncopated 
rain 
amplified as the wind spiraled higher and higher only to be hurled 
back by banshee hurricane forces that swelled to the symphony’s 
crescendo. 
Lightening snapped, thunder roared, monsoon’s life sustaining 
rain
percussed on the surface of the hard baked land. 

The calliope settled to a windless landscape of bubbling-babbling-
tumbling muddy water and slowly…slowly this performance 
faded into desert quiet.  
All sounds hushed  
Then….softly, cautiously, faint notes of a new symphony enticed 
me,

Freya Coutts
Green Valley, 
Arizona

Ardent wind of  peace
 By John D. Coutts Green Valley 2016, 

 Perpetual wind of Change,
enrich our faith with a storm of hope,
raise us above the tragedy of human disaster
to a paradise of kindness and compassion.                                                               
Noble wind of Atonement,
gently Rock the cradle of our ailing world, 
blow a tempest of joy and happiness                                                                          
to spread seeds of healing and calm.                                                          
Reformist wind of Accord,
blow our indifference into good for all,
gently glide us to the Matriarch of Virtue
to feed from her breast of charity.                                                                             
Ardent wind of Peace,
fill the waiting wings of peace dove                                                                                                                    
with sonorous breath of humanity,                                                                                   
forever blow a celestial gale of unity,
to spin God’s windmill of eternal love.                                                                                                                                            
        
And so may it come to be!                

   

                                                                                                                            
The Reformist Heart of  Yin
By John D. Coutts in honor of  Hilary Clinton. 

When the heart of  a woman beats                                                                                         
in rhythm with reform,
great mountains of  challenge crumble
as she invokes her power of  change,
all humanity prospers in a co-operative
of  new millennium care.

When the heart of  a woman beats  
in rhythm with love,
her compassionate mind inspires                                                                       
reform of  Social Justice,
dark mistakes of  yesterday fade
in the brilliance of  her reformist light.

When the heart of  a woman beats                                                                                              
in rhythm with Nature,
her understanding of  life smites                                                                                             
the destructive evil of  ignorance,
clouds of  environmental disgrace                                                                                            
manifest into a rainbow of  global respect.

When the heart of  a woman beats                                                                                                  
in rhythm with peace,
countless harmonious hearts                                                                                                       
beat to a new lullaby of  calm,
Humanity rests in peace,
nurtured by the energy of  Yin.

KOAN – NO

“In the trees, fish play;
In the deep sea, birds are flying”

Too quick to dismiss
What is difficult,

He is contented to
Recline rather than climb.

Dive to deep meanings?
No, he never has

Embraced that challenge -
The surface is fine with him.

Thus it is he will never see
Fish playing in the trees

or
Birds flying in the deep blue sea.

Loretta Carmickle



TUBAC DENTAL 
Brian Kniff, DDS. 

(520) 398-8408 
Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley! 

General & Cosmetic Dentistry 
A Good Cup of Coffee 
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Safe Yield and 
Sustainability of 

Groundwater
By F. Tillman

Arizona’s Groundwater 
Management Code of 

1980 prescribes a groundwater 
management goal of achieving 
“safe yield” by 2025 in the 
Phoenix, Prescott, and Tucson 
Active Management Areas 
(AMAs).  Safe-yield describes 
a long-term balance between 
groundwater being pumped and 
groundwater being recharged 
in an area, and is a concept that 
hydrologists believe ignores some 
basic facts about groundwater 
hydrology.

For simplicity, it’s helpful to 
think of a groundwater basin as 
a large bathtub (figure 1).  In this 
basin, there is a certain amount 
of recharge to the aquifer system, 
which is symbolized by water 
coming from the tap in this 
illustration.  Safe-yield implies 
that we can safely pump the same 
amount of groundwater that is 

being recharged to the aquifer.  
This is illustrated in figure 2, and 
from this figure it does appears that 
pumping the amount of recharge to 
the basin (piping off the tap water 
in this figure) would indeed leave 
water levels in the tub unchanged.  
There is a fundamental flaw in 
this illustration, however.  Instead 
of a groundwater basin being like 

the bathtub in figure 1, it is in fact 
more like the bathtub in figure 
3.  This bathtub figure is exactly 
like the one in figure 1, but with 
one important addition – a drain 
pipe labeled “DISCHARGE” that 
is below the water level (think 
of the overflow hole in the side 
of your tub or sink that prevents 
overflowing if the water level 
gets too high).  Figure 3 more 
accurately reflects the long-term 
balance between recharge and 

discharge from a groundwater 
basin.  If we pump all the 
recharge from this bathtub basin 
(figure 4), the water level does 
eventually stabilize, but only 
after all discharge ceases.  This 
declining but ultimately steady 
water level might seem acceptable 
until you consider what the 
discharge in this figure represents 
in a real groundwater basin.  
Groundwater discharge includes 
water entering stream channels 
to keep them flowing throughout 
the year.  Groundwater discharge 
includes water that is taken up 
by phreatophyte vegetation (for 
example, Cottonwood trees) so 
they can survive.  Groundwater 
discharge includes springs that are 
critical habitats to numerous plant 
and animal species, especially in 
Arizona.  It may take many years 
or even decades, but pumping the 
amount of water recharged to a 
groundwater basin will eventually 
eliminate all groundwater 
discharge from that basin, 
including many of the things that 
make life here enjoyable.

IN SEARCH OF THE CRISSAL 
THRASHER -- A DAY IN THE 
LIFE OF A CHRISTMAS BIRD 

COUNTER

By Dave Manning

The yearly Christmas Bird 
Count, which began in 1900, is 

an important day for birds and bird-
watchers.  Across North America, 
thousands of volunteers (anyone 
can participate) go outside to count 
every bird they see or hear and what 
species it is. 
Although 
called the 
Christmas 
Bird Count, 
this major 
effort does 
not actually 
occur on 
December 
25, but a few 
days before 
or after, 
depending 
on the region. 
This count helps to assess the health 
of bird populations and what steps  
we humans might take to assist our 
feathered friends. 
6:30 am, Sunday, 18 December--my 
alarm  arouses me from a desert 
slumber. The coyotes do a group 
yapping for about 15 seconds, as if to 
say, “Welcome to the day!”  I cook up 
a nice bowl of porridge, although I’m 
almost too excited to eat. I will derive 
my chief nutrition today from the 
thrill of looking for birds.  
The sun rises at 7:26.  It is 20 degrees, 
and frost covers my car. Will any birds 
be up yet?  As I get into the vehicle, 

two Black Vultures look down on me 
from their perch on a nearby power 
pole. An auspicious beginning since I 
really love Vultures.
My count area falls within Buenos 
Aires National Wildlife Refuge. My 
first stop is a forested area which 
includes a portion of Arivaca Creek. 
In spite of the cold, I am surprised to 
see a number of different species right 
away, among them Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, a Hermit Thrush, a Ladder-
backed Woodpecker, and, to my great 

delight, a 
handsome 
Barn Owl 
with that 
charming 
heart-shaped 
face. 
I slowly 
make my 
way to the 
creek, lined 
with several 
impressive 

Fremont Cottonwood trees. Within 
minutes, I see two horns protruding 
from a dark bundle--a drowsy Great 
Horned Owl. Since these birds 
roost during the day and likely 
don’t appreciate having their naps 
interrupted, I move on along the 
waterway.
 I see a pair of stunning red Cardinals, 
along with a couple of Abert’s 
Towhees, an attractive Pyrrhuloxia, 
and the water loving Black Phoebe. 
Water attracts birds so I spend some 
time counting by the creek before 
strolling back to the car.
11:00 am--As I drive to my next count 
spot, Honnas Pond, I encounter a 

Roadrunner. True to its name it runs 
alongside the road, racing with me.  
The pond has water today, and I see 
26 species here, including a Red-tail 
Hawk perched high in a Cottonwood 
tree. As I approach nearer the tree, the 
wary hawk screams at me and flies off.
Circling high in the sky are two dark 
objects. My binocular helps identify 
them as Black Vultures with silver 
wing tips, probably the same two I saw 
earlier this morning perched back at 
home.
1:00 pm--Arriving at the Honnas 
Ranch property,  I take time to have 
a power drink and some yummy 
ginger cookies my wife baked for me 
last night.  I spot a Say’s Phoebe and 
a Loggerhead Shrike nearby, birds 
which perch, then dart out to snatch 
meals in the air. 
This area involves a three mile 
walk, birding a dry creek bed, open 
grasslands, and small forested patches. 
I am delightfully surprised  by twelve 
Western Bluebirds, all together, 
feeding on the ground. I see many 
other species along the way, including 

another Great Horned Owl,  roosting 
on a limb in a clump of trees.
 Looking up I notice a hawk circling, 
gaining altitude. It ‘s a mystery to 
me.  I jot down some notes on its 
markings and behavior as it disappears 
in the blue vault above.  A quick look 
through a bird book does not reveal its 
identity.  I like mysteries; it gives me 
something to gnaw on. (Back home, 
after pouring over my bird guides, I 
determine it was a Ferruginous Hawk, 
a first for me.)
5:00 pm -- A few of the twenty-five 
intrepid birders that counted birds 
across the 118,000 acre Buenos Aires 
National Wildlife Refuge gather for 
supper. It’s an enjoyable social time. 
Having had binoculars pressed to our 
eyes all day, it is relaxing to sit and 
share our experiences, closing out this 
most pleasant day of birding. 
 Feel free to join a count in your area 
next December. It’s open to all. You 
don’t have to be a serious birder. You 
can always be a secretary in your 
group who simply checks off birds 
seen.  By the way, I did not find that 
Crissal Thrasher, but that’s OK. There’s 
always another day for us birders.
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SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9a - Noon: Farmers' 
Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources 
Rummage Sale 

2nd Sat - 10a - Arivaca Alive! 
meeting at Arivaca Library

SUNDAYS - am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call for 
times - 398-28391

1st and 3rd Sun. 3:00pm - People 
Helping People In the Border Zone:  
meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian Aid 
Office.

1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water 
Coop meet at town water yard

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca 
Action Center - Board mtgs. 
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

Last Sun - 5:30pm - Arivaca 
Potluck at Obe Sweetwater’s home 

1st and 3rd Sunday - Board 
Games for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 
-8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

 3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old 
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
4:45- 5:30 pm - Silent Meditation 
at Old Schoolhouse

2nd Mon - 6:30pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. 
Auxilary - at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health 
Services - 4pm - meeting at the 
Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca 
Women & Wine, 5-7pm at the Old 
Schoolhouse.

WEDNESDAYS: 

Meaningful Moments 
Holiday Craft Workshops: 
Wednesdays 2-5 October-
December ACC
3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library 
Book Club call 594-5239

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human 
Resources Group mtg. - Human 
Resource Office Public Invited

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire 
District board mtg @ Fire House   
www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca 
Action Center 

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite

3rd Fri - 3pm - Arivaca Family 
and Community Education 
Assn. At the Library 594-5235  

3rd Fri- 11:00am Friends of the 
Arivaca Library - Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a 
month posted on ACC white 
Board at the PO or call 398-
3010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: 
Mon.-Fri. after school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

F I R E W O O D - s e a s o n e d 
m e s q u i t e , 1 6 ” l e n g t h , $ 2 5 0 /
cord,delivered &stacked- 520-425-
7625

LARGE RV SPACE 1/3 acre, 
fenced, shade trees.  In exchange 
for light work.  One mile to PO and 
mini-market.  Call 398-9634

ACCEPTING DONATIONS!  
Arivaca Helping Hearts is accepting 
donations for the 2016/2017 year!  
As a 501(c)3, your donation is tax 
deductible.  Please help us help 
the people of Arivaca.  Our micro 
grants help people with every day 
needs.  So if you need help or if 
you can help, please give us a call!  
260-0963 or stop by Cinderella 
House/Bill’s Rock Shop Friday or 
Saturday.

Al-Anon Meeting- What: Support 
for people who are or have been 
affected by someones drinking. 
Where: in the little building next 
to the Gadsden Coffee Shop 
just north/east of Arivaca When: 
Sundays at 10a.m.

IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM 
WE CAN HELP Narcotics 
Anonymous meets in Tubac every 

Tuesday and Thursday evening 
at 6PM at the Tubac Community 
Center, 50 Bridge Rd, Tubac AZ 
85646  Open to all

SONORAN DOGS will perform on 
Sat, Jan. 7 from 2 to 4 pm.They 
are popular headliners at festivals 
playing bluegrass,folk and new 
music.  At the UU Church, Interstate 
19,Exit 48 turn east to Territory 
Lane. Tickets for $15 at the door. 

BAGELS, COFFEE AND SONG 
BIRDS on Sun. Jan. 29 at 11:30. 
The famous Pyrrhuloxia of Karen 
Kluge- vocalist, Janie Pogan-
pianist, Leslie -bass ill perform. At 
the door $10 for food and fun. UU 
Church, Interstate 19, Exit 48 turn 
East

CONCERT - THE DUST 
DEVILS- Blue grass and new 
grass with an emphasis on vocal 
harmonies. Six musicians and 
great instrumentalists. Saturday, 
February 2 at 2pm in the UU Church 
at Amado Territory Ranch, I-19, Exit 
48 to Territory Lane. Tickets at the 
door, $15.
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Un-Classifieds

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet 
individual accommodations.  $15 
per day.  520-398-2526. 

FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 
BR, 2 Bath home on the water 
in the Bahia. All necessities 
furnished. Call 398-9634

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY 
RD   Free rattlesnake rehomeing 
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative 
to killing these valuable predators. 
520 820 2947.

IF YOU WANT TO DRINK, 
THAT’S YOUR BUSINESS  If 
you want to stop, that’s ours. 
AA Meetings, Tubac Community 
Center, 50 Bridge Rd., Tubac, AZ 
85646. Open to all: Mon., Wed., 
Fri. 7 PM, Tues.Noon. Men’s 
meeting: Sat. Noon

RV/TRAILER PARKING    Space. 
Near Arivaca on 40 acres fenced 
with cattle guard, 45 foot shade 
Canopy with side patio awnings. 
$350.00 per month, includes water, 
electricity & sewer. Call 480-216-
8982 

ANNOUNCING A FREE 
FIREARMS SAFETY AND 
SHOOTING CLASS for Arivaca 
residents. Tony Beauchene, will be 
offering a free firearm safety and 
shooting class to interested parties. 
The focus will be on handguns but 
the same training will help you with 
long guns as well. In the two hour 
class you will learn proper safe 
handling and storage of handguns, 
as well as how to improve your 
shooting accuracy, and also how 
a handgun should be used in a 
self defense situation. The classes 
will begin in November, you must 
supply your own handgun and 
ammunition. To sign up e-mail Tony 
at  tonybeauchene1@gmail.com

HORSEMAN LES VOGT IN 
ARIVACA FOR 2-DAY CLINICAn 
opportunity to learn from a master, 
whether you compete or ride 
recreationally, whether your horse 
is in an English or Western saddle.
January 14-15 2017, within 10 
minutes of town.  9:00 to 5:00. 
$250 includes both days. Contact 
Nancy Johnson, email nancyj@
easystreet.net or 503.720.9356.
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Cover Art: Hanna Coy, Gila 
Monsters.  I asked if she had anything 

spectacular to say about her work, but she 
was intimidated by my impressive descrip-
tion of them as “desert Pokemon.”  Hanna 

is an amazing artist, check her out in future 
issues!


