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Hello Connection Readers and Writers!
Happy New Year and I hope you have a wonderful 2018!
I would like to congratulate Detective Platel on his promotion and welcome Detective Rupp. Our community is very thankful for all that he has done.

Arivaca Yesterdays
The Centennial Decade - Arivaca 1910 - 1920
By Mary Kasulaitis

I’d like to take a moment and thank all of my advertisers, writers, subscribers and
everyone else who supports Connection. We couldn’t do it without you! Those who
are regular contributors, or newly regular, get an extra special thanks. I have enjoyed
your stories, letters and articles immensely, especially the private back and forth that
sometimes turns into the most interesting discussions “behind the scenes.”
In a world turned mad, with rampant demonization of “the other side,” I am extremely thankful that my conservative writers and progressive writers are all so thoughtful
and sympathetic. You give me hope, strength and inspiration.
And please consider coming to Arivaca on the 27th for the Music and Memories festival, it will really be something special. There will be vaudeville acts, reenactments,
games, food, vendors and music. So come to the hills of Arivaca and get to know
our beautiful little community. Check out the ad on page 5 for more information, or
go to www.visitarivaca.com to learn more. Thank you so much for those who are
working their tales off to make this a memorable event...you know who you are!
Kristen R.

Submit your poetry, letters and
articles to Connection!
SAZConnection@gmail.com

This month’s cover was chosen specifically to honor the Arivaca Music and
Memories Festival with a picture of one of the Arivaca area’s most interesting historical site, Ruby Mine and ghost town.
Window to Ruby, photograph by Michael Landrum.
Shot with a Nikon D40 in December 2007.
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e are celebrating this formative and chaotic decade in
the history of Arivaca at our Arivaca Memories and Music Festival on
January 27 from 10 am to 4 pm at
the Schoolhouse. We hope you can
all come!
Many very significant and formative
events happened during this period,
greatly affecting Arivaca. Below is
a time line of some of the more important or interesting events in or near
Arivaca.

1910 The Mexican Revolution began when Madero & his supporters
began the process of ousting President
Porfirio Diaz. During his 30 years in
office, foreigners like Americans were
investing in the country, the upper
class gained strength and the poor
people lost what they had. In protest
of this take- over, a rebellion began.
Various revolutionary leaders across
the country arose and jockeyed for
power: Francisco Madero, Emiliano
Zapata, Pancho Villa, Venustiano Carranza, Alvaro Obregon, and others.
Ten years of uprising followed and the
U.S. could not help but be affected.
Refugees came north, citizens went
south to fight. Millions of Mexicans
died. Arivaca was 14 miles away from
the border.
1908-1912 In 1908 Judge Kirkpatrick
had entered the NW quarter of Sec.
28, T 21 S, R10 E as a townsite for the
inhabitants thereon, but there was an
error that complicated matters. After
the death of Noah W Bernard in 1907,
his son, Noah C. "Nonie" Bernard,
John Bogan, George Pusch, Ramon
Ahumada, and John Zellweger put
together the Arivaca Land and Cattle
Company (ALCC), a new and extensive corporation. (Pusch and Zellweger were well known Tucson land
developers) Pusch filed on the SW
quarter of this quarter section, an area

on which now stands the Mercantile
and everything south and east of it. He
then sold it to the ALCC which proceeded to build a new store and oust
the people who lived on this quarter
section. Then the ALCC filed for a
federal townsite patent in 1914, allowed by the fine print in the incorporation papers. It was granted in 1916
and they began selling lots.
1910 1910-15 was the most active
period of homesteading in the Arivaca
area. Rita Sanchez de Mora filed on
a homestead east of Arivaca cienaga.
She secured it in 1915 after a battle
with real estate speculators who considered her an easy target. George
Pusch had homesteaded on a number
of 40 acre parcels using loopholes in
homestead law. John Bogan had filed
on all the water rights he could, and
Nonie Bernard had filed on a homestead in the Cienaga. The last 3 became part of the ALCC.
1910 A chapel had been built next
to the cemetery in Arivaca in the early 1900s by local Catholics and missionizing priests from Sacred Heart
Church in Nogales. The Capilla del
Sagrado Corazon de Jesus was not
on church property, however, so the
ALCC demolished it after they took
control of the townsite in 1916 by
removing the roof. Soon the adobes
melted down.
1910 Felipe Meriles was accused of
stealing $13 from Teresa Celaya's saloon, according to a newspaper report.
Teresa had arrived from Saric, Sonora
about 1885. By 1910 she had a large
building with saloon and was renting
out rooms, to a barber, for example,
and teacher Gipsy Harper. Teresa was
a businesswoman and owned several
properties on Main Street by the time
she passed away in 1937.
1911 The Zepeda family left Mexico fearing that Pancho Villa would
take their small ranch near Altar. They

lived in Arivaca before moving to
Tucson. More refugees from Mexico
followed.
1911 The Coronado National Forest was consolidated to what we know
today. Grazing allotments were issued
to some local ranchers: Arthur Noon,
Jack McVey, and members of the
ALCC.
1912 Arizona became a state.
Women had the right to vote. The
Schoolhouse was the polling place.
1912 The 4th Cavalry was sent to
Arivaca when border troubles arose.
These were apparently the first troops
to arrive in the area, but they were followed by many more as time went on.
1912 A new Mercantile building was constructed by the ALCC in
1912, after which Arivaca became a
company town. When Phil Clarke
arrived in Arivaca in 1906 he found
himself in charge of both the Mercantile (old location was long gray building west of the Artists' Coop) and the
Schoolhouse. His future wife, Gipsy,
was the teacher hired by the ALCC
in 1910. She put her foot down and
demanded books, heat and good windows! All provided by the ALCC.
1914 Phil Clarke bought the Ruby
store from Julius Andrews. He also
acquired a grazing lease on the border. He was on the front line of border
troubles.
1914 Western writer Dane Coolidge
came to Arivaca to collect stories,
songs and photos. He wrote about
the big roundups in the area and took
photos of Arivaca street scenes. He
noted: to save them from revolutionaries, thousands of cattle were being
sent north by Mexican ranchers.
1915 Revolution came to the border when U.S. government-backed
Carranza stationed his troops at Agua
Prieta & Nogales where he could easily get supplies from the U.S. Pancho
Villa and his troops attacked Carranza at the Battle of Nogales with U.S.
12th Cavalry entering the fray. Villa
retreated south, then retaliated at Columbus NM. He became a revolutionary hero but was assassinated in 1923.

1916 The Connecticut National
Guard came to stay for two months in
Arivaca, where they patrolled the border, took photos, made maps and left
behind a record of their visit.
1917 Also here for two months, the
Utah Cavalry had a small skirmish
with Carranzistas in California Gulch,
near the border at Casa Piedra. No
Americans were killed. Carranza became President of Mexico in 1917 but
continued to fight political enemies
like Zapata until he was assassinated
in 1920.
1917 The 10th Cavalry arrived in
Arivaca and stayed until the end of
the Revolution. Progressive Military
maps were made of the border. The
U.S. declared war against Germany,
an ally of Mexico
1918 An early Western film, "Trail
to Yesterday," was filmed in Arivaca.
The crew was assisted by the 10th
Cavalry, whose Captain told them
they must all wear a sidearm at all
times, and be accompanied by soldiers whenever they went out into the
hills to film. This movie is now being
renovated by Bart Santello.
1918 Third Battle of Nogales (8/27)
12 people dead. The first border fence
was built.
1918 The epidemic of Spanish Flu
hit Arivaca in the Fall, killing about
30 people. That was 10% of the population of Arivaca at the time. Mary
Cheyney Bernard, the young wife of
Arivaca Ranch owner N.C. “Nonie”
Bernard, succumbed to the disease.
She died in December, leaving behind
a little daughter, Nona. Nonie took her
and moved to California. George Pusch died of a stroke.
1920 A devastating drought hit Arivaca, when it did not rain for a year.
The ALCC went bankrupt.
1920 Tenth Cavalry was released
from duty in Arivaca and went back
to Ft Huachuca & Nogales.
1920 Phil Clarke sold his Ruby
store to the Fraser brothers. Within a
month, bandits had murdered them.
Thus ended this chaotic decade.

TUBAC DENTAL
Brian Kniff, DDS.

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
As Usual, Free Exam & X-Rays
A Good Cup of Coffee

Great People to Serve You!

(520) 398-8408

Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley!

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents
(living within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!
-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of
aid:
$200
$100 in assistance every six months
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check us
out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)398-3033, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring
invoices from vendors
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor
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Letters

Not one of these preeminent scientists
has talked about himself in this way and
are content to be recognized by their peers.
for their successes. Einstein never talked
narcissisticly about himself or his achievements..

To editor Kristen;

N

arcissistic personality disorder is a
disease as described by WEB MD
is one that should be understood by all of
us. Why? Because our President Trump is
severely afflicted as demonstrated by his
recent performance on the South Lawn of
the White House.-"You know people don't
understand.I went to an Ivy League college. I was a nice student. I did very well. I
am a very intelligent person.You know, the
fact is I think - I really believe - I think the
press creates a different image of Donald
Trump than the real person." The Mayo
Clinic view is that this "is a mental condition in which people have an inflated sense
of their own importance, a deep need for
excessive attention and admiration, troubled relationships, and a lack of empathy
for others. But behind this mask of extreme
confidence lies a fragile self-esteem that is
vulnerable to the slightest criticism."
I don't know anyone who talks about himself/herself in these terms. I know of eminent scientists who have studied zircons
from the oldest rocks on earth and determined age of the earth, a father/son pairng
that discovered an iridium layer at Cretaceous border, a geologist who has studied
core samples from glaciers and described
climate conditions thousands of years ago.

I wrote the preceding thoughts before
Trump departed on his ten day trip during
which he paid undue obeisance to Putin of
Russia and Duterte of the Phillipines, both
men murderous dictators proving again his
mental illness. This morning he tweeted
about Senator Jeff Flake, Hillary Clinton
and the family of a basketball player he
helped free from Chinese incarceration
because the player's family did not express proper adoration for him stating that
he should have left the boy in jail! In the
meantime Trump continues to advocate for
destruction of Obamacare and a tax revision the passage of both bills extremely
harmful to low and middle income Americans. Trump continues to act on his illness
and our only solution is impeachment as
advocated by Tom Steyer, Al Green and
Maxine Waters.
To better understand the world and your
place in it I recommend reading REQUIEM FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM by
Noam Chomsky which is a companion
book to the film.
David L. Divine

ecause we live in a different world
than just several decades ago, I
wanted to investigate our own Arizo-

B

na political figures to see how they are
governing and protecting our interest.
This investigation was absolutely interesting . As you probably have guess
from previous thoughts, I am a pragmatic Republican. I have not " drank
the Cool Aid" but tend to side on the
right side. I do not believe in tweets but
then I never have and probably never
will tweet BUT they seem to get a lot
of interest...good and bad.!
My first investigation was trying to understand how our 3rd Dist. Congressman represents us and how he votes
on the important issues and I found
out that he seems not to have a clear
picture of some of these important issues... at least in my beliefs. I read his
web page discussing the current tax
legislation being considered and found
things off base.
Several items I have taken from the
web page are direct quotes that I'd
like 'someone' to translate as it relates
to the tax bill. Example: ".. provides
Republicans with ammunition they are
after to force trillions of dollars in cuts
from Social Security, medicare, education and other essential programs".
It would be prudent/ smart to offer
FACTS to back this characterization of
the tax bill. I am asking .. what part of
this bill plans to cut these programs . In
addition ..what are these essential programs.. If its important .. name them..

r Congressional
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c
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vaCheck
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out
Billy’s
positions
on
his
newly
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K
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updated website at
y
l
www.billykovacsforcongress.com
•
•

1/21 Service: Connection Sunday: Covenant Renewal
1/28 Service: “Working Together” Rev. Matthew Funke
Crary

It is my opinion that our Congressman has taken to following the lead of
Chucky and Nancy and does not have
any knowledge of the tax bill or 'other
essential programs'. We do need careful consideration and an active voice
with knowledgeable accurate factual
thought. It seems that our Congressman gets his "facts" from the MSM or
the DNC. Gee.. maybe he just reads
the WP or the NYT.. no.. on second

•
•

Kovacs says lower prescription
drug costs in Mexico is a problem
that he will fix
Kovacs vows to keep Social Security and Medicare strong and
refuses to raise the retirement age
Kovacs says AZ should be the solar capital of the world for renewable energy and jobs
Kovacs supports Davis-Monthan
AFB, will increase soldier pay

2!

1/14 Service: “40 Days Amado (Beloved)” Rev. Matthew
Funke Crary

There are other examples of this misguided train of thought but they may
have been formed before our Congressman knew what was in the bill.
Hopefully he has actually read it and
not waited until it is passed like the
Democrats did with OB Care.

t

1/7 Service: “History of Covenant” Rev. Matthew Funke
Crary

Bil

January Theme: Living With Intention

Another example:" ... their territorial
international plan....lowering taxes on
foreign profits and cementing the practice of offshoring American jobs..." (
what the heck is territorial international plan ? ) President Trump has spoken during his campaign and later that
there are funds that represent profits
overseas that he wants to bring back
and help create jobs HERE. He needs
to lower taxes in order to make it viable for businesses to bring these funds
home. It has to make business sense to
bring back these profits earned from
doing business in foreign countries..
without lower taxes why just NOT
keep money overseas and not pay 35%
in taxes.

Find out more and DONATE at
www.kovacsforcongress.com

Paid for by Green Valley Girls for Progress (www.facebook.com/GVProgress) (not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee)

thought...he probably doesn't.

Arivaca Memories  & Music Festival

Saturday, Jan. 27,
2018
10 am to 4 pm

Just some thoughts.. Greg Wedemeyer
PS: I hope that I am accurate and did
not miss anything regarding this subject. Just read the Congressman's web
site for substantiation..

Historic Arivaca in
the Early 1900's
Entertainment includes:

Buffalo
Soldiers, Cavalry,
Cowboys,
Soldaderos, Waila
Music, Mariachis,
Vaudeville Show...

Hope to do as much investigating (
reading their web sites ) on our two
Senators..
Is the Connection the Voice of Freedom?

Be at a 1900's Festival with*:

Carnival Games,
Historic Displays,
Food,
Artisan Booths,
Photos

I

Free Parking
*Like in the 1900's, most
vendors take cash only

Tickets available starting December 4th
  Go to VisitArivaca.com to purchase online
Adults $10
Children under 12 $5  

Tickets are available at the door on January 27th or

Get your tickets at:
Green Valley Chamber of Commerce in Green Valley
and at the following Arivaca locations:
Library and Artist Coop

have been following the Connection
for more than 30 years. Over the
years have been some very interesting
historical articles. It has also been an
outlet for plain every day people to
state their concerns & opinions. I realized it truly was the people’s voice
of freedom. I’m in the area weekly &
could easily pick up one of the free papers at an outlet. However, I decided to
subscribe so I wouldn’t miss a newspaper & also give them some little extra
revenue. The other day I got a notice

in the mail my subscription was about
up & a bill for $20 to renew. I thought
“Gee the way the dollar has devaluated
that is only about two bucks”. I went
to bed that night & around 4am or
thereabouts, as usual, the Master of the
Universe awakened me & we wrestle
with thoughts, problems & the Master
gives me revelations. It was revealed
that the people of the Connection are
probably struggling & could use some
extra help. We need to keep the voice
of freedom alive. The next morning I
told my wife to write out a check for
$100 for the subscription & a little extra to reward them for their good work.
I wondered wouldn’t it be nice if all the
Connection readers would contribute a
little extra to help keep this free voice
of freedom alive.
Who am the hell am I to say this? My
name is pure & I come from the hubs of
the highways.
Sterling Kopke

The Arivaca Memories and Music Festival is brought to you by:
The Friends of the Arivaca Schoolhouse and Historic Townsite
see their Facebook page     email Arivacamemories@gmail.com

ArivAcA

Hand Crafted Items
by Arivaca artists:

co-op gAllery

Mesquite Furniture
Pottery
Fine Art
Textile creations
Jewelry
Leather Items
Woodcraft
Photography

Artists’

Wishing you a Happy
& Peaceful New Year
opeN: Fri., Sun., 11to4 & Sat., 10 to 4
open by appointment, call 398-9859

520-230-8612
www.arivacacoop.com

Connection

Page 6
How & Where Do You Find & Pan
For Gold?
by Sterling Kopke

I

have been an adventurer & treasure
hunter almost all of my 83 years. One
of my favorite treasure adventures was
searching for placer gold. I can still remember the thrill of working out my
first pan of gravel & finding a BB size
chunk of yellow placer gold. It was then
that, like many other people, I got the
gold fever, it has never been quenched.
What is Placer Gold? Gold is often
formed in white quartz or rock. When
the material is exposed to water, freezes & thaws it leaches out & separates.
This is placer gold. Gold has a specific
gravity of 19.3 which means it is 19.3
times heavier than water. When this is
leached out & separates, gravity makes
it take a downward path until it hits
bedrock or something solid. Gold is
iridescent which means it doesn’t have
rainbow colors, it is yellow & softer
than lead. Once you spot that beautiful
yellow in a pan you will never mistake
it again.

or white quartz. The silica also carried other metals & gold that came to
the surface & solidified. In some areas
the first Native Americans could pick
the gold off the top of the ground or
nearby areas where it was released by
the elements & sent on its way down by
gravity. Load gold is locked in a rock
or vein. Placer gold is that which has
been released by the elements. In the
Arivaca area I have found & panned
gold in the Las Guijas Mountains,
Fraquita Peak, Yellow Jacket, Warsaw
Canyon, California Gulch & almost
any area around Arivaca. I have also
panned gold in Greaterville in the Santa
Rita’s & surrounding area. In California I have panned gold in the Feather
River, Yuba River & Sutter Mill where
the gold rush started. I have also paned
gold in Southern Alaska’s Crow Creek
where the gravel is almost half iron.

Where do you find it? It’s possible to
find gold almost anywhere. Arivaca is a
wonderful area. You can find it within a
few miles north, west & south of Arivaca. It is best to do a little research & find
an area where it has been mined. They
never find it all when mining. I found
the best way is to get a topographical
map of the area you want to search. Old
placer claims were marked on the map
by an “X”. If you’re topographical has
“X’s” that narrows down your area to
search. When you find the spot look for
an area that you can dig down to bed
rock. Black sand, which is iron, is a
good sign. It is almost as heavy as gold.
However, just because there is black
sand doesn’t mean there will be gold.
Another good sign is white quartz. Broken pieces of quartz may have carried
gold. Then again just because there is
white quartz doesn’t mean there will be
gold.

How do you pan gold? When you have
a bowl of freshly popped popcorn it
usually has kernels or old maids that
didn’t pop. By shaking the bowl these
heavy kernels will go to the bottom of
the bowl. This is basically the same
principle for separating gold from gravel. Some of the old miners actually used
a cast iron skillet for lack of a gold pan.
There are all sizes of gold pans. The
best pan for a serious miner who wants
to process a reasonable amount of material is a 16” steel pan. We need water
to lubricate the gold thru the gravel. Fill
the pan about 2/3 full of your gravel
concentrate. I like to hold the pan just
below the surface of the water & with
my hand remove large rocks. If you
have clay work it loose. Pour a little
water off the top surface & regularly
work the pan in a circular motion. This
will take the gold, like popcorn kernels
& small nuggets to the bottom. Then
shake the pan left & right slightly tipping so the water can run off & out. This
will take the gold to the center bottom
outside corner of the pan. Repeat this
process several times & pouring water
continuously until you have a couple
tablespoons of concentrate in the pan.

An old professional mining prospector looked at some placer gold claims
I had in the Las Guijas Mountains.
He told me when the area was violent
& forming there were crack & fissures
in the earth that carried molten silica

How do you know if you’re doing it
right? Take 2 or 3 BB’s, lead pellets,
or lead split shot & throw them in your
pan of gravel. When you get down to
that last little bit if they are still there,
you are doing it right. If not, try again

until you get it right. If there is any gold
in the gravel, you will be able to spot
it. Once you find the gold you need to
get it out of the pan. Swirl the material
around in clean water & in the sunlight.
You can easily see that yellow gold. I
like finger gold, that’s gold you can take
out with your fingers. Smaller gold you
will need a good pointed pair of tweezers. Smaller yet, gold can be removed
with a water snipper. I like growlers,
that’s when a nugget the size of a pea
or field corn kernel will actually growl
in the steel pan when you get down to
a small amount of material & water.
Throw a ¼” steel nut in your pan &
you will see what I mean. I have also
built motorized dry washers, aluminum
rockers & sluices to find gold. It’s a lot
of work & you have to move a lot of
material. I have found small amounts of
gold but usually you don’t find enough
to pay for gas back & forth to town.
It’s very good exercise, gets you out
in nature & you always have a chance
of finding a big nugget. I gave up my
mining claims & quit looking for placer
gold several years ago. The reason, it
was too much work. As you know my
Mother didn’t raise any dumb kids. I
found another way to find a lot more
gold with a lot less work, but that’s another story.

Why do we protest so much?
by Paul Taylor

I

t is in our hearts and history. Consider our Declaration of Independence.
Recall that we were objecting to the
King of Great Britain trying to establish an absolute tyranny over the states.
Recognizing that our present government has become tyrannical in nature,
We the People, will sound the Liberty
Bell in the form of protests and votes
to send a strong message for returning
to a government by consent of the governed, thus securing those “unalienable
Rights of Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” Our present leaders have been denying our unalienable
rights by their disrespectful words and
actions; denial of global warming and
women rights; deregulation of environmental laws; displays of racism; and
more. Protests will abound in rejecting
an evolving tyranny.
President Trump’s disrespectful tweets
against professional sportsmen were
followed by players taking a knee in
protest at football games during the
playing of the national anthem. Many
comments were made expressing disgust for the players who were, as-

sumedly, showing disrespect for the
flag. The players were not guilty of
disrespect for the flag or our honorable
veterans but were acting in response to
Trump’s many offensive racist tweets
and his ongoing behaviors that are
clearly destructive of the very meaning
of the flag. Follow-up analysis revealed
the message that if Trump had resigned,
no one would have taken a knee. The
strong visible protest was against measures of bigotry which must have no
role in our government.
Sense the power of these protest messages being sent to our leaders about the
many social injustices, particularly racism, they are promoting that fail to honor the values that our flag represents,
particularly th e red stripes which says
that we will pledge our lives in the
cause of Liberty. Our Rights and values are sacred, and must be addressed
in protests against our government’s
endless divisive tyrannical actions. We
must protest restrictive voting rules
and those that allow the wealthy to buy
votes. Our many nations must come
together to solve our global warming
crisis, yet our denialist government
does not hear the voice of science, and
is failing to secure our future. We must
protest to save our planet.

The Constitution for our democratic
republic speaks loudly to our sacred
values: ”We the People of the United
States, in order to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity,…”
Clearly, we have lost our republic to
an oligarchy that reflects the history of
the rise, decline, and fall of democratic
empires, warning us that now is a good
time to democratize our republic anew
along with the necessary attention
to other nations with which we must
unite. We will and must protest tyranny from all directions if we wish to live
our future in Liberty. Today, the need is
immediate.
Today’s urgency for international unity suggests adopting a new historic
Liberty Bell-ringing pledge: “I pledge
allegiance to the Flag of the United
Nations and to the planetary oneness
upon which we depend, with its one
universal peacekeeping consciousness,
which, in gratitude for Nature’s Gift of
Life, we serve with Liberty and Justice
for all within the planetary reach.”

Being Green Can
Help You Save More Green!
Trico’s Operation Cool Shade will return in early 2018.
Purchase up to three low-cost, low-water use trees at a
discount. Visit www.trico.coop and click on “Trees.”
Trees will also be sold at the Trico Annual Meeting on
Saturday, April 7, 2018 at Casino del Sol Resort, 5655 W Valencia Road.

Trico is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

8600 W. Tangerine Rd. | (520) 744-2944
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Baboquivari Monster: Interview 6
(translated from a recording)
By Adam Norzagaray

F

ound items:
Mp3 file on CD-R:
Name of file 1: “S1009”
Mp3 file came off a Sony ICDBX140
digital voice recorder
Translated recording:
“Hello...to whom this may concern...
my name is Simon Charles Rowland.
I am...I was…[indistinct noise followed by crying]...I was a student
at Raven University in California.
[Clears throat] For what it’s worth,
my actions were unintentional and
from what I’m noticing by looking at
the tissue from my body...I am decaying. My skin has been peeled back to
the point of tearing near my joints and
fingertips. I have large bruises from
my ankles to my neck and fresh cut
markings across my chest, limbs, and
face...my genitals are in working condition but I do have an intense sharp
pain when I urinate, which is now
dark red. I have heavy pains coming
from my intestines and my stool has
recently been tainted in blood, which
might mean internal bleeding...I forgot to mention if I go near a hospital,
I’m afraid an agency might take me
in. I’m afraid I won’t see my family again. I’m sorry for my reaction
from the clinic in Arivaca. [crying for
several seconds] My mother is Laura Charles...She lives in 3401 West
Riverside Drive in Burbank. Please,
if you have the heart to, please send
her a message that I’m okay and that
if she can get someone out here to explain everything.
Mentally...I’ve been having nightmares. [Silence for three seconds]
These have been going on frequently and when I do have them, I wake
up from a sleepwalking session. I’m
naked and usually covered in dirt and
blood. The blood that covers my body
is not mine. I can’t handle the lack of
memory I have from my nights. I feel
the darkness speaks to me, whispers
something into my ear. I have se-
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vere internal body pains. I’m always
thirsty. There is a deep headache pain
I get in the late afternoons, which I’ve
been taking pain relievers to stop, but
the pain is still there, which makes it
hard for me to sleep. I do not usually
take any form of medication.
I arrived here in Arivaca, as part of
my entomology studies a year ago.
My field work required that I worked
with pogonomyrmex ants, pogos. My
study was insect activity in the long
buffel grass growing on the Arizona and Mexican prairie. [Indistinct
sounds, rustling] The fourth night
here I was camping near Mustang
trail. That evening a large dark figure
of a man took me by my ankle and
dragged me into the desert. The figure was as tall as a man and his face
was dark, not in tone but in shadow.
He wore a large brimmed hat, like a
prospector’s hat. The moon was full
and it blinded me as the man took me
to a deep canyon. I was in a trance, it
felt like a dream, but I could feel the
pain on my back as it dragged across
the desert floor. I didn’t feel afraid...
but it wasn’t something I didn’t like.
The figure hung me from a mesquite
tree, strung me up by my ankle. It
stripped of all my clothes and took a
straight blade, slicing my body down
the sides of my torso, following my
arms. It wasn’t a deep cut but it made
me bleed. I couldn’t feel the pain and
the figure was in the shade...aways
in the shade. The man stepped away,
walking up to a boulder which was
the size of a car. He crawled on top
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and sat on it cross legged. He looked
out to the valley.
In the distance the sounds of coyotes
rang out. Their screeching and yelping as they hunted in a pack. The figure took off his hat and howled and
immediately the coyotes quieted.
He looked out to the darkness again
and soon the yelping returned, coming closer to the canyon. In the bush
I can see several pairs of eyes glowing. Dust blew around them, making
them mystical. One of the pair of eyes
came closer to the tree, sniffing me at
my head. He began licking me, then
licking my fingers, which were now
dripping in blood.
The sensation of the animal’s licking
made me feel warm and again I was
beginning to fall back sleep. But in
an instant, the man was behind the
coyote, staring at it. Without hesitation he took the coyote by the neck
and squeezed it. The coyote yelped in
pain while the eyes behind the man
began to screech and bark in aversion.
The man held up the small mangy
creature and used the straight blade
to slice across the neck. Blood splat-

and

Bill’s
Gems and minerals
It might be hot out, but our
inventory
is cool! Stopinin!
Grand Re-Opening
November!
Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

tered across my face and I blinked
and huffed, I couldn’t breathe. With
one snap the man broke the creature’s
neck and tore its head from the body.
The...the coyote head...it was snapping its jaws. The man took the jaws
to my shoulder. It snapped onto my
skin and dug its teeth into my flesh.
There I could feel a searing pain coming from the shoulder, leading up into
my neck. I began to scream and the
coyotes yelped in my presence. The
man howled again at the pack of animals, then he gently removed the
snapping jaws from my shoulder.
The man’s eyes, they too glowed in
the night. And that’s all I remember.
In the morning I woke up...I... [Indistinct noise followed by clicks].”
End of recording.
- Simon Charles Rowland (Burbank
resident, college student) “Baboquivari Monster” encounter interview,
recorded October 2017, found and
translated November 2017.

Unfortunately, the old man never revealed
the location to the saloonkeeper and Conners failed to find the deposit.
In the 1920’s UCLA historian Donald
Page was researching for his book “The
Lost Mines of Arizona”.
In his manuscript he talks about the Pure
Conception Mine and he gives its location.
Using what’s known as the Derrotero of
Tumacacori (meaning directional chart).
Page gives a brief description of its location above the legendary Carrizo Creek.

Arivaca Lake Data by
K. Randall and M. Landrum

Carrizo Creek Silver
By Hard Rock Bob

O

ne of the great, legendary tales surrounding the ancient, Spanish community of Arivaca, involves what was
once known as Carrizo (means reeds)
Creek (Pena Blanca Canyon today).
Originally, the Franciscans controlled
southern Arizona and their territory or
province was called Nueve Vizcaya.
While the area was under their leadership,
six mines were discovered within close
proximity of the church they referred to as
Tumacacori De Cerritas or Cerritos (Tumacacori of the small hills or knoll).
Later, this site was called the Palo Parado
(Green Pole) ruins by archeologists from
the Amerind Foundation, and it sat on a
small flat above the junction with Peck
Canyon and the Santa Cruz River.
This story involves the discovery of one of
the mines the padres named the La Prisima Conception or the Mine with the Copper Door (other stories refer to the mine
having an iron door with copper handles.

nearby outcrop) could lead to a rich load.
So he decided to grubstake the prospector
in hopes of cashing in on a major silver
strike.
Before the old sourdough went on his trek
to find the source of the silver, knowing
the Apaches were on the prowl, Conners
talked him into bringing a younger man
along in
case there
was any
trouble.
We e k s
went by,
and after
he became
disgruntled with
the
old
man, the
younger
man returned to
Nogales.

Originally, the story of Carrizo Creek
starts when an old prospector walked into
the saloon of John Conners with a large
nugget of pure silver. The saloon keeper learned the old-timer had purchased it
from an Opata Indian, who picked the native silver while hunting along the creek.

Months
later, the
old prospector
showed
up with
his burros
loaded
down with
rich, silver ore and he decided to celebrate.

Prior to being the proprietor of the drinking establishment, Connors had been a
prospector and he immediately recognized the float (silver that’s eroded from a

The next day, they found the old timer
sprawled out, behind Connor’s saloon
where he died from exposure after drinking himself into a drunken stupor.

After he interpreted what are known as the
Oritz and Molina documents, the investigative historian reveals his conclusion
concerning the silver deposit found years
earlier by the old prospector.
According to the derroteros you first go 3
leagues (A league is 2.6 miles) from the
Guadalupe Mine (Page believed was located in Rock Corral Canyon) you travel
through a pass in the mountains, referred
to as the Janos or Fornos (Meaning Ovens).
The pass junctions off of Peck Canyon in
the Tumacacoris to the south to where it
enters Ramanote Canyon in the Atascosas.
From
there
you’ll come
to the “Gate of
Deep Waters”,
and the Conception Mine
is to the left
or west side
of the pass.
Below
this
natural opening there are
12 arrastras
(ore crushers)
and 12 patios
(mills).
Before I go
any further,
it should be
noted that padres
found
large masses
and nodules
of pure silver
in several locations in the
Pajarita, Atascosa and Tumacacori Mountains, which are mentioned in the derroteros.
Donald Page gives us a detailed location
that would probably lead an enterprising

prospector to the actual site of the Carrizo
Creek Silver. He states there is a steep
pass in the Atascosa Mountains that has a
trail leading from the canyon below.
He also thought the trail was probably
used by the padres in the early days traveling from Arizonac, the Saric mission and
other points, south in Mexico. He felt it
was a shorter route through the mountains
than going through Nogales along the
Santa Cruz River.
Page revealed, the gateway or pass, was
approximately a mile southwest of Pina
Blanca Canyon (Where the lake is located
today), which flows down into Atascosa
Canyon until it reaches the Santa Cruz
River.
Modern maps don’t show Atascosa Canyon any longer, and Pena Blanca Canyon
flows through Agua Fria Canyon (Possibly Atascosa Canyon) until it reaches the
Santa Cruz River.
If you review modern topo maps it shows
a pass known as the Puerto De La Cruz
(meaning Door or Gateway of the Santa
Cruz) above the northwest junction of
Bellota Canyon.
Donald Page says if you go a mile and
a half from Pena Blanca Canyon to the
northeast, 700 feet below the pass are ruins or ancient buildings he believed were
associated with the 12 patios and arrastras.
In the canyon below the pass the derroteros describe the mine and what was
found there. The tunnel to the Conception
Mine was to the west of the gateway with
the name engraved over its entrance. The
tunnel is 400 varas (A vara was approximately 33 inches long) long and it runs
north. About 200 varas, a small tunnel
runs 100 varas from the main tunnel to
the west. The metal is yellow, it runs ½
silver and one fifth gold. Fifty varas from
the main adit (opening) to the mine in a
northerly direction will be found slabs of
virgin silver from 3 to 5 cartloads, weighing from 25 to 250 pounds. The mine is
covered with a copper door with large iron
handles.
I’ve looked on Google Earth, and where
the present Puerto De La Cruz is located,
it clearly shows a trail through the mountains into the northwest junction of Bellota Canyon.
Amazingly, Pena Blanca Lake was
drained a few years ago, where they found
mercury throughout its bottom, which the
padres used to process silver in the patios.

Connection
January at Marian's Market
by Les Rivett

B

UY FRESH, BUY LOCAL! Support
all Arivaca Local Businesses!

Come visit Marian's Market, Arivaca's Local Farmer and Artisan Year Round Market.Arivaca's farmer's market is open every
Saturday from 9-'til…
Expected Vendors for January:
The Arivaca Community Garden has fresh
picked organic veggies every week. This
month various greens and turnips expect to
be available. Dates and Eggs too.
Careless Coyote has pickled products and
jams. Thank you Sandra for the canning
class in December.
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will be at
Marian's Market on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays. Get there early because her Tamales
are an Arivaca favorite.
Monica has jars of jellies and many other
things. She often has honey.
Dan has his knife sharping equipment with
him most Saturdays. He can put a sharp
edge on most knives and blades.
Come visit the market, there's always
something going on and you never know
who might show up. On Saturday, January 27th, the Arivaca Memories and Music Festival is happening at the old school
house. Historical Arivaca in the early
1900's will be celebrated. Hope to see in
around town that day.
See you Saturdays.
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available this month to add you or your
group's information. Please send your
groups information on dates for 2018
events. E-mail rivett123@hotmail.com for
more information. Pictures you would like
to share on the site can be sent to #visitarivaca.

T

he meeting of the people interested in
“Regenerating Arivaca” did not meet
in December. With all of the activities to be
involved with in December, it was decided
to wait until January. So, the next meeting
will be Sunday, January 7th at 5 PM at the
Arivaca Community Center. The meeting
is every first Sunday at 5 PM and starts
with a Pot Luck.
Upcoming Arivaca events were be discussed. Including The January 27th – Arivaca Memories and Music Festival and
how you can get involved.
We'll talk about where we should be with
our gardens. Group buy for seeds and other
materials will be discussed too. Updates on
local animal husbandry too.
The VisitArivaca.com page is being continuously updated. The webmaster will be

Outdoor play time is so much
fun, even this time of year!

“How to make Arivaca a sustainable
community” is a part of each months discussion. Some ideas to ponder for next
month-a Tool Library, a Skills Workshop
and Branding Arivaca.
Come join the discussions at the next meeting on January 7th at 5 PM and enjoy a potluck dinner. Bring a dish to pass and your
own plate and utensils. Volunteers clean up
at the end of the meeting.

Arivaca Early Learning Center Update
By Nathalie Dresang

Fun at Arivaca Early Learning
Center!

W

elcome New Year! We are writing our own version of one of our
favorite stories: Sophie (a flamingo who
changes her color). Paintings this month
are inspired by artist, Andrew Wyeth. We
will use canvas and views out our windows. The toddlers will continue to paint
with their hands.
We are starting a worm bin and continue to
work on the soil for our garden beds. Right
now we are the happiest things growing in
the garden! The children love mixing up
the soil, raking it flat, digging up rollie pollies, and taking naps in the sun. We could
use some more soil, so if any community
members want to drop off a bag or two of
garden soil, that would be much appreciated.

Regenerating Arivaca Meeting
by Les Rivett

Around Arivaca

Our dramatic play area looks like a vet’s
office. Our resident veterinarians are providing care for many four-legged animals,
not limited to bears, cats, dogs, tigers and
dinosaurs.
We are designing a paper towel ball drop in
the preschool room. We are attaching the
cardboard tubes in descending pathways.
Photos will be shown in February. Thanks
for all the paper towel donations!
We wish you all a Wonderful New Year!

A great big thank you to the
Green Valley White Elephant for
the $2000 grant to Arivaca Helping Hearts. This will go a long
way to helping Arivacans in need.

Peek-a-boo!

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Understanding The Language of
Ayurveda
20 Basic Qualities to Build Compassion
and Release Judgement
A workshop with Regan Wendell, AHC
Workshop Details:
Sunday, January 14th
2-5pm
Arivaca Old School House

T

his workshop is a gift to the Arivaca
community. It is free of charge for Arivacans, and those who donated to my education fund.
Folks whom are not from Arivaca, or wish
to contribute to workshop expenses, a suggesteddonation of $10-$20 is appreciated.

Private Health Consultations:
I will be in Arivaca for the month of January, and would like to make myself
available to those wishing to have a personalized health consultation. This would
include you filling out a detailed intake
form, followed by a 1 1/2 hour private consultation. For more details, or to schedule
an appointment, please contact me. 520303-3604 (no text) or stableinself@gmail.
com

is about recognizing the integral role
Human Resources plays in creating successful businesses and communities. The
Technology/Process Improvement category recognizes companies that through
development and implementation of a
process, system or tool enhance processes or change organizational culture.

Ariz. Established in 1945, Trico serves
some 43,000 customers across Southern
Arizona, including Mt. Lemmon, SaddleBrooke, Marana, Picture Rocks, Three
Points, Sahuarita, Corona de Tucson and
Arivaca.

About Trico

For more information about The Society
for Human Resource Management of
Greater Tucson, visit www.shrmgt.org.

Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc., is a
not-for-profit, member-owned electric
cooperative headquartered in Marana,

About SHRM

Lets all send some cards to:
Melva Robin
C/O Santa Rita Nursing Home
105 N La Canada Dr.
Green Valley, AZ 85614

About The Workshop:
Ayurveda is the holistic healthcare science
based in India. It is a sister science to yoga,
and focuses on diet, lifestyle, and use of
herbs to maintain health and facilitate healing. There are 20 basic qualities used to describe everything in the universe, including nature, food, herbs, substances, events,
emotions, mental states, ourselves, and our
relationships. The qualities provide a language in which to understand how we are
feeling physically and emotionally, why
we feel the way we do, and how to restore
or maintain balance as needed.
Understanding of these 20 qualities, which
are actually 10 pairs of opposites, gives us
a lens in which to view ourselves and the
world around us with more compassion
and less judgement. The idea is that like
increases like and opposites pacify or balance.
In the workshop we will discuss how to
identify the qualities in ourselves, the food
we consume, our environment, and the activities in which we engage. We will engage in experiential activities, and there
will be some group discussion for those
who wish to share.

M

elva will no longer be able to live
here in Arivaca, but Arivaca is in her
heart, and she loved the people here. I don’t
believe that I know anyone that loves to get
cards like she does. So stop in and see her
sometime, and keep those cards coming.

Trico Electric wins innovation award

T

rico Electric Cooperative in Marana,
Ariz., won the Technology/Process
Improvement category at the Celebrating Innovation in the Workplace awards
sponsored by The Society for Human Resource Management of Greater Tucson.
The award was given to three employees who make up the Support Working
to Advance Technology (SWAT) Team.
The SWAT Team was formed in February to improve the use of technology at
the Cooperative through review, communication and training. For example,
by making employees aware of software
features that were underused, the SWAT
Team has helped make certain jobs easier
and faster. For crews out in the field, they
are even using less paper by using iPads
to perform routine tasks.
Celebrating Innovation in the Workplace

17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ

Soni Stake, MD

Donald Smith, MD

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Primary Care
• Pediatric Care
• Enrollment Services
• Free Transportation to and from
UCHC appointments
• Free home delivery pharmacy
services through PharmBlue

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(520) 407-5500
www.uchcaz.org

Connection
A Brief History of Modern U.S.
Environmental Law: Part I Causes
By F. Tillman

R

ecently, discussions of environmental law in the media have centered mainly on “burdensome” regulations that Republicans want to eliminate
(see 12/15/17 New York Times article
titled “60 Environmental Rules on the
Way Out Under Trump”). It is often
implied by those wanting to eliminate
these environmental protections that
they are an effort by “big government”
to keep people from exercising their individual rights and freedoms. But how
and why did we get the modern set of
environmental laws and regulations
that help protect our air, soil, and water? This article is the first of two parts
that will cover some of the major societal events and resulting significant environmental legislation. In this part, we
will discuss several pivotal historical
events in the 1960s and 70s that raised
the public’s consciousness of the need
to protect our shared environment and
eventually led Congress to pass environmental protection legislation.
The modern U.S. environmental move-
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on Rachel Carson (link below).
The Santa Barbara oil spill of 1969 was
caused by a blow-out from an offshore
oil platform that dumped about 100,000
barrels of crude oil into the Santa Barbara Channel, fouling 40 miles of beaches
from Santa Barbara south to Ventura,
California. At the time, it was the largest oil spill in U.S. history, but would
later be eclipsed by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon and 1989 Exxon Valdez
spills. The spill caused substantial environmental damage, killing an estimated 3500 sea birds as well as numerous
dolphins, elephant seals, and sea lions.
Nationwide media coverage of the spill
and subsequent damage outraged the
public, and led to the passage of several
pieces of environmental legislation and
to the organization of the first Earth Day
on April 20, 1970.
Also in 1969, the Cuyahoga River in
Cleveland, OH caught fire. Yes, a river,
on fire. The Cuyahoga River was one
of the most polluted rivers in the U.S.,
mostly from unregulated discharge of
industrial and sewage waste. Although
the 1969 fire was the 13th recorded fire
on the Cuyahoga since 1868, widespread media attention and growing
public awareness of environmental is-

“Also in 1969, the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland, OH caught
fire. Yes, a river, on fire.”
ment is often traced back to the 1962
publication of Rachel Carson’s book
titled “Silent Spring”, which described
the devastating effects of pesticides on
birds and other wildlife. Up to this point,
modern science, in particular chemistry,
had been seen as an unquestioned human good, increasing crop yields and
providing modern conveniences such
as plastics. Carson’s book, controversial at the time, described how man’s
attempt to control nature through unrestrained spraying of synthetic pesticides
damaged the natural environment, and
argued that the environment was under
threat and needed protecting. The book
sold over 2 million copies and raised
awareness of how the environment was
being damaged by modern life, which
eventually led to a nationwide ban on
DDT and similar pesticides. If you
have the opportunity, I strongly recommend the excellent PBS documentary

sues resulted in increased pressure on
Congress to address land and water pollution throughout the U.S.
The Love Canal neighborhood in Niagra Falls, NY was the site of one of the
most indelible environmental pollution
disasters in modern U.S. history. In the
late 1800s, the entrepreneur William T.
Love envisioned a shipping lane in the
area that would bypass Niagara Falls.
Economic challenges led to abandonment of the project and the canal became a dump site. In the 1940s, the
Hooker Chemical Company purchased
the site and over the next decade used
the unlined canal to dispose of 55-gallon barrels filled with almost 20,000
tons of chemical waste. In 1952 the canal was closed and covered with clay to
prevent leakage. Population growth in
the City of Niagra Falls led to the sale
of the Love Canal property to the city,

with homes and schools being built on
and near the site. Buried toxic chemicals began to migrate and seep from the
canal almost immediately. During wet
winters and springs, residents reported
black fluids and odors in their yards or
in public playgrounds. In 1977, the
state began investigating and found a
number of very toxic organic contaminants, both liquids and vapors, in the
basements of many homes near the canal. High rates of asthma, miscarriages,
mental disabilities, birth defects, and
other health problems among residents
pushed Love Canal into national headlines in 1978. That same year, President Jimmy Carter declared a federal
health emergency at Love Canal and
offered federal funds to assist the City
of Niagara Falls to remediate the Love
Canal site - the first time in American
history that federal emergency funds
were used for something other than a
natural disaster. Public outrage over
the Love Canal disaster led to passage
of the Superfund Act, with the Love
Canal site becoming the first entry on
the National Priorities List.
These more well-known events, among
many other lesser known ones, led to
increased public awareness of the need
for federal regulations to protect the
environment and to eventual passage
of important environmental protection
legislation by Congress, which we will
cover in the next issue.

For more information:
60 Environmental Rules on the Way Out Under Trump By NADJA POPOVICH, LIVIA ALBECK-RIPKA and KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS.
New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2017/10/05/climate/trump-environment-rules-reversed.html?_r=1
Rachel Carson documentary on PBS: http://
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/
rachel-carson/

Superfund
By Kristen Randall

W

hen I lived in New York, I worked
for the US Fish and Wildlife Service
working with contaminants. It seemed like
everywhere you went there was a cancer
cluster or Superfund site located over old industrial sites, paper mills or tanneries.
The Superfund system was once funded
by industry, who paid a fee into this program, and then used to clean up toxic sites.
Through the last few decades, Superfund has
been weakened until there is very little money left to do cleanup and industry no longer
has to pay into this fund.
It is an interesting reflection on the changing
views in this country: at one time, politicians
and public opinion leaned towards thinking
that industry should all pool resources to
make the environment healthier and cleaner
for humans and wildlife, where it has now
shifted to a litigious system where only those
responsible for the pollution are held liable.
This, of course, is difficult because finding
the responsible party and then winning a
court case is not easy. Thus, there are many
“untreated” or minimally treated toxic sites
today spread across the nation.
But there are fewer “job killing regulations!”

Poetry
Page

Conflicted

MOUNTAIN MELEE
the raucous tenor of a nearby raven
the bass of someone’s distant dog
hotly arguing back and forth
across the cool pine forest
evidence of deep discord
at this high elevation
disturbing the peace –
the aspens tremble
--Ann M. Penton
floaters and flashes
unfocused blurs of color
watching hummingbirds

A Non-Profit Designer Consignor Boutique

Hours: Tues-Sat 10-4
I-19 * Exit 48 * Arivaca Rd * Turn towards the mountains*
Cross Frontage Rd to 2050 Territory Lane Amado, AZ

For a moment, I am hyper
focused on the room around me: the
sterile smell, the uninteresting background
music, and the white lab coat in front
of me. Can I just hide in this moment
forever? Just slow time down and never
leave?

That night we called the girls and
told them that Daddy was in remission
and that things looked good. The doctors
were extremely hopeful that it would not
return and we had beat the odds due to the
experimental treatment. Beth shrieked
with joy and put my granddaughter on
the phone to babble enthusiastically at us.
Amanda cried and praised the Lord.

Accepting Consignments
50/50 split or 55% in-store credit
For Appointment call: 520-398-3343
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“Yes. I suppose,” said Greg, still
subdued but with no bitterness in his tone.
Just a small sigh. A resignation and an
apology. A deep, deep sorrow.

h shit.

I deserve an Academy Award as I
gush and shiver, as I hold Greg’s hand and
spread a beatific smile across my face. I
think I might have said something about
a miracle and about fate, but maybe that
was someone else? To be honest, all I
could think about was the plan I had been
operating under for the last ten months
evaporating. I look over at Greg and I can
see the mixture of emotions on his face,
too. I’m not alone.

--Ann M. Penton

g
ratin
Celeb s! Thank
year
FIVE u to all!
yo

Ending the call I say out loud,
“That is the way it is supposed to feel,
isn’t it.”

“Mrs. Gering, do you have any
questions?” the lab coat asked again. No
wait, not the lab coat, the doctor. The
oncologist. My husband’s oncologist.
Time speeds back up again and the
functioning part of my brain reminds me
to be happy, ecstatic even, to smile, thank
the team, maybe even conjure up the
requisite tears of joy dripping from my
grateful eyes. I should start talking about
angels and heroes, shouldn’t I? And push
the knot in my stomach away.

XNLV310505

A New Year’s Dream of World Peace
A cradle of Celestial calm rocks
my doubting mind to sleep.
The Angel of Peace wings my Soul
to a world crowned by a halo
of love and compassion.
There are no clouds of darkness,
no fearful shadows of the past,
only light from Divine residency
radiating from every Human heart.
The whole world is welcoming the coming
of the Sovereign of everlasting peace.
Angels of forgiveness feast on a banquet
of hate, greed, envy, anger and lust,
countless cleansed Souls rejoice
in a new realm of tranquility and joy.
Hands of all mankind hold a chalice
filled with the essence of unconditional love,
all mirrors on earth then reflect
the new born Miracle of world peace.
I wake from my dream with the thought,
if miracles are conceived from love,
what miracles would happen
if we all loved one another ?
And so may it come to be!
John D. Coutts for world peace
Happy New Year to all

By Kristen Randall

“Tomorrow I will go look for a
job. I might as well not waste any time,”
I whisper. It comes out like dry branches
rubbing against each other in winter. The
loan payment comes in with amazing
regularity, even though it has been eight
years since Beth graduated. We can’t
afford to be late. We can’t afford anything
now.
“Maybe there is something I can
do from home? From this chair?” Greg
offers weakly. But we both know it is just
words in the air.
“No, you get better. Get stronger.
We need someone at home to take care
of Bentley. Poor old guy is thirteen and
needs the company.” More words in the
air. More empty notes in a tuneless song.
But it sounds good, noble. “I just hope
they don’t mind a sixty-seven-year-old
lady coming in and dropping off resumes.
Maybe I ought to touch up my roots
tonight,” I try for some levity, but it falls
flat. Greg’s face sinks inward and he rolls
away without saying anything, the left
wheel creaking every few seconds.
Once he leaves the room, I sink
to the floor. Hands weaving through
my short, silver strands like dreams
slipping through my fingers. My future
is not garbed in widow’s black as I had
planned, but rather in green scrubs of the
profession I retired from. My tears track
bitterly down a face worn with time, and
now turned into an angry grimace. Loss
and gain, gain and loss. Only one or the
other, not both. How cruel.

Connection
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A Treehouse Tale

noticed that it was always cooler
down in the wash before going up
by Don Smith and Jeff Beach
the hill to my building site so I built
hen Julie and I acquired our a platform in a perfect tree where
Arivaca home, it came with a I could spend the night after workbright blue treehouse. It was not just ing on the house. At sundown it
was time for cocktails and
bar-b-que. After cocktails
it wasn’t smart to drive
or sleep on a platform 10
feet off the ground, so I
built a treehouse on top
of the platform. The treehouse was 6 ft X 6 ft X 6
ft tall in the center of the
pitched roof, tall enough
to stand in. I insulated the
treehouse walls, put in
3 double insulated windows, finished the interior
in knotty pine tongue and
groove, and put carpet on
the floor. Now I had an
all season place to rest
each night.

W

a rustic old treehouse, but one with
carpet, wood paneling, windows
and a deck. Its builder, Jeff Beach,
actually lived and slept in that treehouse for several years while building the home on the property. The
treehouse was in a large beautiful
mesquite at the entrance gate in the
flood plain of the wash. Jeff wrote
the next part of this story: “My life
long dream was to build a house. I
purchased 10 acres on Hardscrabble and started on my little dream
house. I lived and worked in Tubac,
so each afternoon after work I drove
to Arivaca to work on the house. I

ders and insects and an owl nested
in the wall. It became the occasional drop house for drugs and immigrant resting place. Weather and aging were not kind to the treehouse.
A vicious thunderstorm twisted the
tree and broke some of the supports
under the floor which then sagged
and let in the creatures and daylight.
Repair attempts and a new metal
roof, and fresh coat of paint delayed
the disintegration. Finally the great
mesquite tree began a rapid decline,
most branches dying over about
a year for some unknown reason.
The whole treehouse was at risk of
crashing to the ground unless there
was a way to move it.

I decided to tell Amanda, Jeff’s
daughter, about the treehouse and
offered it to her if she could round
up enough help to move it, so she
could have it for her kids, Jeff’s
grandchildren. It turned out to be
quite the logistic chore. It weighed
Every night when I retired a ton. But Arivacans are ingenious
to the treehouse I would and clever. Thanks to Atom Hatmentally plan my goals ley and bunch of other volunteers,
for the next days progress an old mobile home frame, and the
on the house. In the morn- old “Bee mobile” the treehouse
ing, I went back to work found its new home right where it
in Tubac, then back to Ari- belongs, with Amanda and her
vaca, knowing
exactly kids. Many thanks to all of you
what I wanted to accom- who helped.
plish
before sundown,
Health Care Problems?
cocktails and dinner. This
was my way for about 3 years.
was pondering on health care
Many thanks to my best friend
Benny Rivera who never missed a
day checking on me to make sure
I hadn’t killed myself falling off
a ladder or something. He always
brought cocktails and enjoyed my
bar-b-que. He also had any tool I
ever needed. Many thanks, Benny.”
After we bought the property from
Jeff, we thought our nieces and
nephews might enjoy the treehouse,
but they all lived far away, so seldom were in Arivaca. The treehouse
was not used much and became a
home to packrats, mice, many spi-

I

(coverage) this morning. We are
about to lose our state "extreme
poverty" coverage. Having three
adults with five (or six) part-time
jobs finally got us to the poverty
level that no longer gets assistance.
None of us work "full-time" so we
can have flexible schedules for family time and activities. We're raising 3 (or 4) children ages sixteen
months to eight years. Having flexible schedules also allows us to help
out with our friends' children when
they need it. As most parents know:
keeping up a household of young
children is a more-than-full-time

job in itself.
We're excited that we can
afford food without help now. That
stuff is expensive!! But healthcare...? How can we spend a third
of our income on a house (mortgage, rent, property taxes, etc.); a
third of our income on food (we're
feeding six or seven people two or
three meals a day); then utilities,
vehicle registrations and insurance,
homeowners insurance? (can't afford that), phones, fuel, clothing,
school supplies, internet, and all
that "fun" stuff is getting close to
another third; health insurance?
that'll be another third of our income. But, wait. What? That's four
thirds of our household income...
Shit. They're going to fine me if I
don't get health insurance. I guess
we could eat less... impose on family for meals more often...
I wonder how much it would
cost if EVERYONE paid the SAME
PERCENTAGE of their income so
we could ALL have decent health
care..... certainly not a THIRD!.....
In 2007, all households in
the United States earned roughly
$7.723 trillion. ["US Census 2007
Economic Survey, income data".
US Census Bureau. May 2008.]
In 2007, the U.S. spent
$2.26 trillion on health care. ["National Health Expenditures, Forecast summary and selected tables",
Office of the Actuary in the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services,
2008. Retrieved March 20, 2008.]
Wow... that's almost exactly a third... What's going on here?
Well, if you've ever reviewed a
medical bill, you'd know it's things
like $10 for a band-aid and $30 for
an ibuprofen. We are being WAY
overcharged. The TOP TEN U.S.
health care equipment and services
companies made a NET PROFIT
of 31.2 BILLION DOLLARS. Remember, that's only TEN compa-

nies in the U.S. Good thing they're
getting those luxury jet tax write
offs, huh? Sorry to the Teachers
that will no longer get to deduct the
supplies they have to buy for their
students. Of course, the medical industry isn't the only problem, just
the subject at hand here.
I don't know exactly how to
go about it. But we need to make
a change. Why do we let this continue? It's the Age of Communication. Are we really that incapable
of communicating with each other well enough to
avoid this imbalance?
S

o
here's
an
idea:
How
about instead
of all the gender shaming,
ethnicity shaming,
religion
shaming, dehumanizing, finger-pointing,
name-calling,
petty behavior
too many people
are engaged in that
is designed to keep us from working together; we switch it over and
start Greed, Power-lust, Contempt,
Bigotry, Racism, and Intolerance
shaming? Let's start promoting and
praising intelligence, education
(educators!), creativity, honor, empathy, compassion, health and fitness, and happiness.
Yeah, I get it. Nature is adversarial. By having adversity in
our lives, it challenges us to learn
faster and grow stronger. It seems
to me that the industrial revolution
has created a point where we're
stepping too far out of balance with
nature. And that means we need a
cultural revolution to be able to rise
above the intentions of nature. That
is the point of healthy competition
like the Olympics, academics, team
sports, dance, acrobatics, etc.

I am trying to instill some of
these values in my children. One of
their primary lessons is to Pay Attention: Look, Listen, Think, and
Feel. Look at what's around you.
What do you see? Listen to the
sound. What can you hear? Now
think about what you see and hear.
Think about how it feels. Then try
to make a good choice with that
information.
Maybe I'm cynical. I think
too many people just aren't paying
any attention. And: "That's just the
way it is." "What can I do
about it?" "I worked
hard to get where
I'm at. So should everyone else." Don't
think we work hard?
Think we're poor
because we're lazy?
I dare you to come
spend a few days in
my shoes.
Maybe I'm
an idealist. I do
think it's possible
that we can put in
the effort that it will
take to create a society that considers personal
time a little more valuable. We really need to start communication with
ideas on how to make things better
for everyone. Are you all really so
busy squabbling over an insignificant piece of the pie that you can't
see there is way more than enough
for everyone?
So, here's my challenge to
you: PAY ATTENTION. What do
you see? What do you hear? Think
about how you feel. Now, make a
good choice about what you can do
to make your environment better
for everyone in it. Then stand up,
speak out, and share your ideas and
information.
I have lots of respect for
everyone out there that is already
making the effort. Keep up the good
work.

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132
www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!
Horse Property, 45X45 Barn w/ turnouts, 42x38 equipment bldg.
On 10 acres w/ 2715 SF Home
New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Acres, up to 40 Acres available
2 car Garage, Great Views, lots of possibilities
10 Ac Home updated 2 BR/2 Bath, Metal Roof , Dog Fenced,
----plus 2 story barn w/ Metal roof & Qtrs
Town Site 2BR/BA, 7 Lots GST Qtrs $90K
40 Acres 1300 feet off Arivaca Rd $45K
Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
80 Acres, $95K Papalote Wash
Fix up Cabin w/well-power $32K-55K
Four 5 Acre Parcels $60K for 4
Two 40 Acre Parcels next to Twin Peaks
Two 5 acre parcels off Jalisco $25K each
Amado Near Hospital
Elephant Head: 40 Acres $250K, 20AC $140
Green Valley
Madera Reserve: 3BR, 3300SF Views Pool Under Contract
Backs to Govt Land
Amado Near Hospital
Elephant Head: 40 Acres $250K, 20AC $140
Green Valley
Madera Reserve: 3BR, 3300SF Views Pool Under Contract
Backs to Govt Land

Un-Classifieds
COST: 25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com
DOG SITTING.
Clean, quiet
individual accommodations. $15
per day. 520-398-2526.
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2
BR, 2 Bath home on the water
in the Bahia. All necessities
furnished.
Call
398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative
to killing these valuable predators.
520 820 2947.
ACCEPTING
DONATIONS!
Arivaca
Helping
Hearts
is
accepting donations for the year!
As a 501(c)3, your donation is
tax deductible. So if you need
help or if you can help, please
give us a call!
260-0963 or
stop by Cinderella House/Bill’s
Rock Shop Friday or Saturday.
FOR SALE: Gammill Longarm
Quilter, 12’ table, 32” throat, stitch
regulator & much more. $8000.
928-308-0929
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG
PROBLEM WE CAN HELP
Narcotics Anonymous meets
in
Tubac
every
Thursday
evening at 6PM at the Tubac
Community Center, 50 Bridge
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646 Open to all
PROFESSIONAL
MASSAGE:
AFFORDABLE (ask me); experienced; helps everything! 520-3982924. 520-275-2373

ANNOUNCEMENT: The January 27th Arivaca Memories and
Music Festival is a historical festival covering the early 1900’s.
We are looking for volunteers for
many of the activities. If you are
interested in volunteering a meeting will be held soon to sign up.
A meeting of the booth vendors
will be held soon too. Volunteers will receive a ticket to the
event. E-mail arivacamemories@
gmail.com for more information.
REGENERATING
ARIVACA
meeting and potluck first Sunday of the month at the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.
CONCERT: SONORAN DOGS
Sat, Jan.13 at 2 PM. A great mix
of bluegrass, new grass and folk
music. Good banjo pickin’. Tickets
at the door. Info- 520-625-1130
UU Church, Amado Territory, Interstate 19 Exit 48.
CONCERT: MARCHI AZLAN,
Sat. Feb. 3 2 PM. Prize winning
student group from Pueblo High
School. Authentic Mariachi instrumentals and vocals. Tickets at the
door. UU Church AmadoTerritory,
Interstate 19, Exit 48. Info- 520625-1130.
FIREWOOD-SEASONED MESQUITE 16” length-Delivered and
stacked, $300/cord, call 520-4257625
.
AUDITIONS for Green Valley’s
Got Talent Variety Showcase will
be held on January 29 and February 26. Seeking acts from the
Greater Green Valley area (Tubac
to Sahuarita). Email gvgtalent@
gmail.org, or phone Larry Worster,
303-641-3596. See www.gvgtalent.org/auditions/
for additional information.
AMADO COMMUNITY YARD
SALE Jan 20 at 9- 12. Come to
the UU Church parking
lot Interstate 19 at exit 48. Vendors
will sell creative arts and crafts,
household goods, delicious food
and surprises. Info about participating go to brooks697@cox.net
or call 1-520-216-8486.

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS
Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage
Sale
2nd Sat - 10am - Arivaca Alive! meeting at
Arivaca Library
SUNDAYS - 8:30-9:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520400-9608

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women &
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.
3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board
mtg @ Fire House www.arivacafiredistrict.org
WEDNESDAYS:
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library Book Club
call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human Resources Group
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the
Border Zone: meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian
Aid Office.

THURSDAYS:

1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water Coop meet
at town water yard

FRIDAYS:

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
1st and 3rd Sunday - Board Games for
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse
Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary
- at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services 4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old Schoolhouse

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action
Center
2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite
3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and
Community Education Assn. At the Library
594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca
Library - Board Meeting
Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010
for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after
school till 5:30 pm.

