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Arivaca Yesterdays

Arivaca Ranch, Part Six: The Chiricahua Cattle Company
By Mary Kasulaitis
After a decade of unsettled
management and uncertain ownership,
the Arivaca Ranch was purchased by
the Chiricahua Cattle Company in
1930. Charlie Boice, the youngest of
the three sons of Henry Stephen Boice,
was put in charge. At the time, it was
one of the biggest ranches in Southern
Arizona.
The Boice family had been in the
cattle business for years. Charlie’s
father Henry married LuBelle Gudgell,
whose father had been instrumental in
the development of the Hereford breed
of cattle here in the U.S. Born in Las
Vegas, New Mexico, Henry S. Boice
became involved in the cattle business
at an early age and was running a
large operation in his early twenties.
In 1897 he started his own business
in Colorado, spreading out over the
adjoining states, and headquartered
his family in Kansas City where they
raised five children; two girls, Lubelle
and Helen, and three boys. The boys
learned ranching in the summers,
starting at a very early age.
In 1906 Henry S. closed that company
and managed the XIT outfit in Texas.
At about the same time, under the
business name of Boice, Gates and
Johnson, he bought out the Block Ranch
in New Mexico and became involved
with the Chiricahua Cattle Company,
sometimes called the Cherry Cow or
CCC, in southeastern Arizona. It took

in a large area of the Sulphur Springs
Valley and at that time was owned by
Vickers and Gates.
Meanwhile, the family home was
moved to Pasadena, CA, so that the
children could get a good education.
Occidental College is the alma mater
of most of the Boices. The boys,
Henry G., Frank S. and Charlie Boice,
followed in their father’s footsteps.
Frank did graduate work at MIT while
Henry G. moved to Arizona to manage
the CCC.
Henry S. Boice passed away in 1919,
leaving Henry G., aged 24, in charge.
The family had been running cattle
on the Apache Reservation in central
Arizona, but when the tribe decided to
run its own cattle, the Boices had to take
their cows off. Instead of selling off the
herd, the brothers decided to purchase
more ranches in Southern Arizona
and expand instead. According to the
Ranch history: “Within six years they
bought four famed, old-time Arizona
ranches--the Eureka, north of Willcox;
the Empire and Rail X, between
Sonoita and Patagonia; and the
Arivaca, southwest of Tucson. Each
of these was a large outfit, the Empire
especially, and they were scattered,
thus minimizing the possibility of
drought over all their range at the
same time. Each ranch had a Forest
Service permit as well as other types of
land holdings, including a great deal
of patented land.” In terms of Forest
Service permits, the Arivaca ranch
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included the Tres Bellotas, Fresnal,
Sardina and Bear Valley allotments.
On the four big ranches the CCC
was permitted 6,500 head altogether.
Although a lot of the time the Boices
worked together, each of them took a
section of this vast endeavor. Frank ran
the Empire Ranch, Henry had the Rail
X, and Charlie became the manager of
the Arivaca Ranch.
When the Boices came to Arivaca,
they brought their Herefords with
them. They set out to improve the range
and began a development program
which made significant changes in the
utilization of Arivaca Creek. Between
1930 and 36 Charlie built dikes across
the creek, in the parcel now owned
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
In the cienaga pasture, he diverted
the water toward the south side of
the valley and built a small reservoir.
Arivaca residents were used to having
an irrigation ditch on the north side,
near town and where people washed
their clothes. Upstream, near the ranch
house, there were more diversion
projects. Charlie built Stokes tank and
Sapo tank, besides others further away
from town. He had a cement mixer on
wheels that was pulled by four mules
to out-of-the-way dam sites. Wells
were dug and windmills went up
everywhere, including a gigantic one
that rose high up out of Tres Bellotas
canyon. The disaster of the drought
of the early twenties would not be
repeated if permanent water could
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be developed in strategic locations
around the range.
Charlie arrived in Arivaca in a
time when things were changing.
Prohibition and the Depression
was in progress. With the creation
of government entities such as the
WPA, the Soil Conservation Service,
Taylor Grazing Act and numerous
other programs, there began to be
more government intervention in
the affairs of ranchers. On National
Forest allotments, ranchers shared
the cost of water development with
the government. A new generation of
children, contemporaries of the Boice
brothers, had grown up among the
local ranchers and were starting to
think about doing things differently.
The Boices led the way in ranch
improvements. They led the way of
change in Arivaca in other ways too.
The 30s were the time for serious
fencing, pasture building, water
development and range management.
Those who held the water held the
land. In the days of open range, small
ranchers could run their cattle just
about anywhere, but when fencing
came, they were limited to the land they
owned or on which they had official
leases. Here, as in other places as well,
this would be the end of quite a few
small ranchers. With the Depression

Arivaca Ranch
Continued on page 2
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Arivaca Ranch
Continued from page 1...
in full swing, it seemed that moving to
Town might be a better deal anyway.
Charlie picked up land that had not
been homesteaded (usually due to
lack of water) and added that to the
rest, expanding the ranch to include
range north of town into the Guijas
mountains. In the early 40s, at the
height of their business, it was not quite
true that almost everything you could
see in a circle around Arivaca belonged
to the Boices. (Clarkes, Noons, Lopezes
and Wilburs still owned ranches in the
area)
Charlie was a hard driving man. As
they say, he’d get the cook up. Late
to bed and early to rise, he worked
his men hard, but as Nacho Duarte
remembered, he never asked you to do
more than he would himself. This is a
Boice family characteristic. Cowboys
wryly called the moon the Cherry Cow
sun, because you’d start work before
the sun came up and didn’t let up till it
went down. Fred Boice said he never
saw the road to Tres Bellotas ranch in
the daytime. It was hard work, but it
was a big ranch and provided many
jobs in the area. Charlie was only 28
when he came here, but he had had
experience on the Sulphur Springs
Valley ranch and then the Eureka. It
took him only three years to pay off
the Arivaca ranch. Charlie hardly ever
slept, and once the day’s work was
over he might go home to do some
paper work and come back before
everyone else had gotten up the next
morning.
Charlie managed the Arivaca ranch,
including the store, for fifteen years.
Tragically, his wife Lucille had died in
1937, leaving him with two little girls,

LuBelle and Ann. He and his second
wife, Frances, had two sons, Stephen
and Walter. But Arivaca didn’t have
good memories for Charlie, mostly
due to a long standing feud with
Eva Wilbur Cruce. Maybe the cattle
business wasn’t worth the trouble. He
wanted out. At about this same time
the government began to limit the
number of Forest grazing permits that
one ranch could own. So in the mid40s the Boice family organization, by
now numbering quite a few members,
broke up the Chiricahua Cattle
Company, gave Charlie his share and
let him go. Charlie had been interested
in the oil and automobile business, in
Nogales and elsewhere. He took his
family and went to California. Only a
few years later, in 1956, his prodigious
energy gave out and he passed away at
the young age of 54.
The Boices sold off the Tres Bellotas
Ranch to Earle D. Osborne, Las Jarillas
to his brother, Homer Osborne, and
the Bear Valley ranch to Roy Place.
Rancho Seco went to Henry G.’s
daughter Peggy and her husband,
Jack Rubel. Charlie received the K-X
as part of the division, which he also
sold to the Sopori Ranch. The Arivaca
Mercantile and other property in town
were purchased by the McGinn family.
Outside of the Arivaca area, the other
ranches of the CCC were undergoing
similar downsizing, but Frank retained
the Empire Ranch. He had married
Mary Grantham, and they had two
sons, Frank and Robert. Frank passed
away in 1956 at the age of 61.
In 1945, the ownership of the muchreduced, but still substantial Arivaca
Ranch passed into the hands of the
oldest son, Henry G. Boice. Dignified
and well-respected, he had married
Margaret Tait of Phoenix. They raised

Happy March, Connection Readers!

This month is once again the Tucson Festival of Books, where we celebrate
reading and writing in Southern Arizona! As I will be hosting a table for
my “day job,” Connection will not be attending this year. But make sure you
swing by Science City and say hi.
We have a lot of Letters to the Editor this issue, so you will see them strewn
about. It is obviously a time of great concern for people on both sides of the
political spectrum. For those of you annoyed with the protests and uproar
from the Left, I just ask that you respect and honor people choosing to become engaged and involved in democracy. By FAR these protests have been
peaceful. And to those who are concerned with the new administration, I say:
get involved. Stay involved. Learn, be present. May the odds be ever in your
favor!

Yours, Kristen R.
their children, Fred and Peggy, in the
Hereford business and to be active
in the community. Fred moved his
family to the Arivaca headquarters in
1952. Fred’s wife, Ann, taught school
at Sopori, and they raised five children
on the ranch. In 1961 the main ranch
house burned to the ground, but it was
soon rebuilt. Henry and Fred managed
the ranch for more than twenty-five
years.
In the early 1970s, Henry G. and son
Fred decided to get out of the cattle
business altogether and sold the ranch
to Dale Smith. They subdivided some
9000 acres in the vicinity of the town
of Arivaca into 40 acre parcels which
were sold to individuals. Henry G.
Boice passed away in Tucson in 1979 at
the age of 86. Fred and his wife Ann
are still going strong and active in the
Tucson community. It is impossible
to do justice to the accomplishments
of the Boice family in this short article.
At one time they owned a significant
portion of all the ranch land in
Southern Arizona. They were and are

an amazing family.
References: Shaus, Richard. “Hereford
tradition of Arizona’s Boices.” Arizona
Cattlelog, orig. pub. in American
Hereford Journal, rpt. in Arizona
Pioneer Ranch Histories, Vol. 3.
Thanks also to Fred T. Boice, Ann
K. Boice, Steve Boice, and Katherine
Grantham, Nacho Duarte and Alicia
Miranda (this Connection article was
first printed in 1999.) NOTE: last
month’s article should have been
headed
Arivaca
Ranch V
(5).

Friends of the Arivaca Schoolhouse
and Historic Townsite will sponsor
Arivaca History Day on April 8!
Join us at the old Schoolhouse at 11
am for a luncheon and program on
Arivaca Mining in the Early Days.
We will have a display of old mining
equipment. (Donation of $15 to benefit
the Schoolhouse)
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Helping Ease

A Non-Profit Designer Consignor Boutique

Accepting Consignments
50/50 split or 55% in-store credit
For Appointment call: 520-398-3343
Hours: Tues-Sat 10-4
I-19 * Exit 48 * Arivaca Rd * Turn towards the mountains*
Cross Frontage Rd to 2050 Territory Lane Amado, AZ

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents
(living within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!
-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
$200 in assistance every six months
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check us
out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)260-0963, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring
invoices from vendors
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Letters

To Editor Kristen:
nlike most people alive today
I have lived through the Great
Depression and Franklin Delano and
Eleanor Roosevelt, World War 2 and
Hitler and Stalin, the Holocaust, Harry
S. Truman and the atomic bomb and
Truman Doctrine and the Korean War
(U.S. Navy), Dwight D. Eisenhower,
John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy,
Martin Luther King Jr., and Lyndon
Johnson. Out of all of this mayhem
emerged the Civil Rights and Voting
Rights Act,(So I have also lived through
the politics of assassination!). Then life
took a more tragic turn with the Viet
Nam War, the election of Richard
M. Nixon, the succession of Gerald
Ford, Jimmy Carter, and then horror
of horrors Ronald Reagan, George H.
W, Bush, William Clinton, and horror
of horrors again with George W Bush
and Dick Cheney and the Iraq War
which continues today. And Bush
gave us the disgraceful decisions
of the Robert’s court, I was hoping
for a continuation of the progress of
the Barack Obama administration
with the first woman president. So
in eighty six years I have tolerated
much distress. What did I ever do to
warrant a continuation of this distress
with the voters of America electing through an obsolete mechanism - the
most unfit and probably criminally
insane man to the Presidency of the
United States. Criminal for certain....
Voter suppression by Republicans and
vote rigging by Trump and associates
helped determine the outcome of
the election. Putin and the Russians
helped attain a Republican victory
and Trump has effectively shut down
any investigation of this interference
in our electoral process, the greatest
constitutional crisis since Watergate.
Some of his bigoted supporters live in
the Arivaca Community and identify
themselves as Adorable Deplorables
and AADAI. I have received three
letters from these people which can
only be classified as vitriolic and
vulgar These people are proud of
their ignorance, but that ignorance is
a danger to the commonweal as their
attempts to destroy this newspaper
demonstrates. We have a responsibility
to inform these persons on how to
become productive members of society
More on them later as they deserve
special mention. Meanwhile Trump has
completed his kakistocracy and these
undesirables have been confirmed and
we all shall suffer. Beginning with the
first announcements of his choices
the feeling was palpable that disaster
was inevitable and General Flynn is
only the first to go. Damn the Electoral
College!
The only refuge from ignorance in
perilous times is in knowledge.
Beware! the barbarians are inside the
gates! Support our free press!
Recommended reading: THE BIG
STICK, BY Eliot A. Cohen, not my
favorite style of writing, but a book all
pacifists should read.

U

David L. Divine

T

here have been demonstrations
in the streets that have had wide
media attention which is an American
right of expression. This right should
be upheld and protected no matter
the content of the demonstration.
That being said, it seems that a large
percent of these demonstrators
are/ were concerned that the new
administration ... which was only
2 days old.. was going to take their
right of choice away which translates
to stop funding abortions. All rights,
to all American citizens, should be
up held.. health care, education, work
place rights etc. .. all rights. However,

it is this writers belief that, the funding
of abortions falls under a different set
of rules. The rule of responsibility.
The health of a woman is paramount
and should always be considered
when making medical decisions. But
a barrier should be in place when the
decision to abort is based on social
aspects.The public should not be put
into position that lends support as
a result of a lack of responsibility.
The argument given is that ‘we’ take
their rights away if we don’t support
abortion. The services available for
woman’s health care should always
be available at an affordable price or
free. Drugs/equipment are and have
been available for decades and easy
to implement. In my opinion, the rule
of responsibility of the couple takes
over when a permanency results. ‘We’
are not present during the ‘event’...
consequently, why should ‘we’ be held
responsible as a result?

March 2017 THEME: Risks of the Spirit
March 5- Title: The Fallen Sky: Rev. Carolyn Price Music:		
Santa Rita Chorale
March 12 Title: Sitting Down Leader: Rev. Matthew Funke 		
Crary Music: Janie Pogan
February 19 Title: Migrant Quilt Project Leader: Jodi Ipsen & Peggy
Hazard Music: Nancy Turner
February 26 Title: Rising Up Leader: Rev. Matthew Funke Crary
Music:		Janie Pogan

Religious concerns does not influence
this writing, but public concern does
... We are concerned that people have
a safety net, heat in their homes, clean
water, affordable health care etc.
and we should lend a helping hand
( not support them ). But if a couple
are irresponsible... why should ‘we’
bear the result. If the couple wants
an abortion... make it available but let
them pay for it..
Just some thoughts..
Greg Wedemeyer
A NOTICE FOR CYCLISTS

I

'm a cyclist who lives in Arivaca. I
never ride on Arivaca Road because
it is so dangerous. The traffic lanes are
only 10 feet wide with no paved shoulder. We cannot be passed by a motorist with the required 3 feet of spacing.
Large trucks, including 18 wheelers,
use Arivaca Road. There are many
curves and hills that block a driver's
view ahead. On our bikes, we have a
real disadvantage.
I have mapped Arivaca Road
for “No Passing” zones. In the 23 miles
from Amado to Arivaca there are 19.45
miles of “No Passing.” The return trip
has 18.61 miles. While we're riding in
a “No Passing” zone, a motorist must
slow down, and try not to hit us. They
then have only two choices. Travel at
our speed until there is a legal passing lane or break the law to pass us by
crossing over the yellow “No Passing”
line. Even though it is our right to take
over the lane, I believe it is unwise to
delay a motorist. It's also unreasonable to expect a driver to risk a headon collision or a ticket by crossing the
center solid yellow lines, or a fine from
passing us too close. When being approched by a vehicle from behind, we
should stop and move off the pavement to the right.
I have encountered many cyclists over 20 years of driving on Arivaca Road. I have talked with other
residents of Arivaca and can tell you
the reactions toward cyclists are not
good. It's true, we have the law on our
side. We have the right to be there and
if an incident occurs, the motorist will
be cited. But there is a big chance of
injury, even permanant disability, or
death--a risk that I'm not willing to
take.
All of us have the responsibility to improve PR toward bike riders.
Placing ourselves and
motorists in danger on Arivaca Road is
bad for the whole cycling community.
Richard Goodsell

What I Would Have Said

T

his month, headlines abound regarding raucous town hall meetings across
the country and I, myself, was searching
desperately for both an event nearby and a
babysitter so I that could attend. Honestly,
the last time I looked into a town hall was
about a decade ago when I was forced to
begrudgingly go to one for a mandatory

government class.
So why am I suddenly calling,
emailing, and hand-writing letters to my
Representative begging her to meet with
her constituents in Tucson, when a year ago
I didn’t even know her name or what l district I lived in? It certainly isn’t because I’m
a “paid protester” like the president asserted, or an “activist” only interested in engaging in “political theatre” as was alleged
by my congresswoman. I suppose I could
cite a plethora of disheartening headlines
lately that have me deeply concerned… but
honestly I think it’s because this time, I’m a
mother.
This time, every law, bill, or order
that comes out of Washington can directly affect the future of my child. This time,
a world of contention, hatred, and disarray aren’t something I can shake my head
about and shrug off; they’re the reality that
will shape my daughter’s life. This time, I
finally saw past my own privilege and realized that resistance isn’t just for the bold
and brazen, but rather it’s for the everyday
citizen; the parent, the student, the employee, the taxpayer, and the human being, just
like me.
So now, I must implore my congresswoman, Martha McSally, to resist
the ignorance and hypocrisy displayed by
the new administration. I must ask her to

tune out the loud and overwhelming voices of her political party, and tune in to the
people she is supposed to represent, before
we have to make our voices loud and overwhelming too.
I would have said this, and more,
to her face. I wanted to tell her my story
and why I matter. I wanted to tell her to
protect me, and to protect my neighbors:
the LGBT+ ones, and the Muslim ones, the
black ones, the Christian ones, the refugee
ones, the disabled ones, and ALL of the
“ones” out there; because we are one. We all
call Arizona our home.
So, I showed up. I found the
event and the babysitter. But as it turns
out, McSally will not hear me. She will not
answer my calls, respond to my letters, or
even come to my town. She prefers to engage in her own “political theatre” by circumventing her constituents and attempting to stack the deck in her favor. There
are a thousand questions I wanted to ask,
and to be honest I don’t know exactly what
I would have said in the moment if I’d had
the chance. But political theatre aside, I still
intend to make this world better place for
my child. So know that I’m watching very
carefully at what you, Representative Martha McSally, choose to do when I ask for
your help.

Veronica Feemster Moody
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Trico awards 2017 POWER Grants
to nine non-profit charities
Marana, Ariz. –

Trico Electric

individual agencies. Trico employees
select the funding focus each year and
a volunteer committee of employees
makes the final selections.

Dear Trico Electric Cooperative,
The Arivaca community and Arivaca Helping Hearts can’t thank
you enough for your award to us! Hundreds of families will
benefit from this grant, and will allow us to keep our mission of
helping ease Arivacans’ rough times going.

T r i c o
Electric

This grant will allow people in the 85601 zip code who need
assistance to be able to fill up propane tanks for heat, cooking
and hot water, get clinic co-pays paid, fill perscriptions, pay for
eyeglasses, pay a water bill and other such expenses. In a small
community, such a generous grant goes a long way!
Cooperative, a not-for-profit electric
cooperative, has awarded a total of
$40,000 to nine local agencies who
provide food & basic needs and
education & literacy to children and
adults in Trico’s service areas.
Since
2008,
the
Providing
Opportunities
with
Effective
Resources (POWER) Grant program
awards grants up to $10,000 to
On what issues I’m seeking a response
from Martha McSally?

F

irst of all, Martha, as a woman, can’t you
break with the right-wing, Christian
faction of the Republican party, since you
represent a very liberal district, and NOT
seek to defund Planned Parenthood? Roe
v. Wade is law. Abortions are legal. Get over
it, allow them.
2nd, Martha, I’ve repeatedly pointed out to
you that Medicare for all with 8% administrative costs would be cheaper than Obama
Care, aka, the Affordable Care Act, which
registers 20-25% administrative costs. As a
cost conscious Republican, your stance on
this issue puzzles me. I have a problem that
your thinking seems to be ideological rather than rational. Medicare for All is against
Republican ideology. Please come into the
21 century and join other industrialized
countries.
3rd. Martha, I fail to see the need to increase military spending. There is no justification, and the inevitable result will be
involvement in more wars. You could cut
CIA. You could cut DOD by 10%.
4th, Martha. The U.S. is supporting Saudi Arabia against Yemen. Yes, the Saudis bought a lot of weapons, but why and
by whose authority do we give them tactical support for this war? I know you didn’t
vote for this. Please stop it. We learn daily
of innocents killed by the United States’
weapons, by forces supported by the United States.
5th, Martha, relating to the military, the
nuclear weapons improvement plan for
$1 trillion over 10 years is not acceptable

Cooperative, Inc., is a not-for-profit
electric cooperative serving more
than 40,000 customers in northwest
Tucson, Marana, Corona de Tucson,
Saddlebrooke, Sahuarita, Green Valley,
Three Points and Arivaca. Formed in
1945, Trico is owned by the people it
serves.

to me; nor, I believe, would it be for any
sane individual in your district to support
spending that kind of money on weapons
we can never, ever, use. We should unilaterally disarm and show the rest of the world
an example of peace, rather than war buildups.
6th, Martha. Republicans used to care
about the environment, until it became
party line against. You know we need EPA
protections for air and water. Please stand
up for the four legged and the plants and
birds.
7th, Martha. The climate issue is real. I
know you know it is real. Fossil fuel promotion by Trump is insanity, cultural suicide.
Solar energy is jobs. Renewable energy is
the future. Please get out of stone-age mentality as represented by your leadership and
your President.
8th, Martha. Greg Palast showed how
Trump stole this election: with Crosscheck,
thank you Chris Kobach, Secretary of State
of Kansas, and bad machines that couldn’t
read “bubbles” marked by voters, and voter
suppression, proven in North Carolina, and
where blacks were denied a say in Detroit,
where Trump won Michigan by 10,000 and
50,000 blacks were denied a vote.
9th, Martha. Voting against Trump revealing his taxes? The conflicts of interest,
Russian deals, why wouldn’t you want to
know this information? Now it’s party line
whether a candidate is ethical and adhering
to the rules?
Please, get a conscience. Be a person here,
and consider that all past Presidents re-

Thanks to Trico and to the volunteer committee who worked
on selections. You have made 2017 a better year for countless
Arivacans!
Love,
The Arivaca Community and Arivaca Helping Hearts

vealed and then disbursed in blind trusts
or whatever their holdings. Why not be an
independent voice for transparency?
Finally, Martha. This immigration issue.
We used to be welcoming, here in the good
old U.S.A. After 9/11, we became fearful.
Now fear is amped up by Trump. As many
have pointed out, this is authoritarian stuff:
make them fearful, impose martial law,
be a dictator. The leader and his oligarchs
stuff their pockets, and to hell with the
country.

Mansur Johnson

I

n judo, a fighter takes his opponent's energy and uses it to defeat him. The Indivisible Movement has gone one step further by studying the Tea Party Movement's
successful efforts to stymie the federal government and using that knowledge for the
resistance.
What are we resisting? Well, we are resisting the Trump agenda that is divisive, destructive and intolerant. We are resisting
the urge to give up and wallow in self-pity.
And we are resisting a future where fear,
suppression and violence are the tools of
our government.
The Indivisible Movement was created
by former congressional staffers who saw
the successful ways a small group of vocal
Tea Party Members beat back President
Obama's agenda. They teamed up and
wrote "Indivisible: A Practical Guide For
Resisting The Trump Agenda." Within its
chapters is a step-by-step guide on how to
combat Trump and support progressive
leaders. MSNBC's Rachel Maddow called it
the progressive's "secret sauce that explains

what is bubbling up as what maybe the start
of the anti-Trump movement."
It started as a typo-filled, poorly formatted
26-page Google document in December
2016. But it had momentum. It got tweeted
by the likes of George Takei and former US
Labor Secretary Robert Reich to the point
where Google's servers kept crashing.
From there it spread across the internet like
wildfire and has now spawned over 6,000
local groups all around the country, all
registered with IndivisibleGuide.com. The
guide provides practical advice, such as call
scripts for what you should say when you
call your member of Congress (moC), or
how to behave at local town halls to best
get your message across.
The guide and the movement are working.
Constituents are flooding their moCs with
calls, because, as the guide says, “MoCs
want their constituents to think well of
them and they want good local press. They
hate surprises, wasted time and most of all,
bad press that makes them look weak, unlikable and vulnerable.”
And now, local chapters are expounding on
the ideas put forth in Indivisible. They are
harnessing the power of chapter members'
connections, enthusiasm and creativity to
openly resist the day to day onslaught of
Trump fatalism.
Indivisible Southern Arizona covered Arizona's First, Second and Third Districts.
The group is organized through Facebook,
and currently claims over 2,300 members.
To inquire or join, find us on Facebook or
at www.IndivisibleSAZ.org.

Veneranda Aguirre

By Beth Dingman

F

or the past 10 years, a group
of dedicated volunteers has
been meeting twice a month to The blanket makers meet the first and
make blankets for newborns in third Tuesday of every month from
Nogales, Mexico. ‘Blankets, Babies 9 am to 11am at Friends In Deed. A
and Borders’ originally formed in group also meets at the Villas East
Community Room on Fridays from
response to
1pm to 3 pm.
the news that
We
welcome
many babies
new
members
were leaving
—no sewing or
the hospital
knitting
skills
wrapped
required
—
just
only
in
show
up
and
newspaper,
someone will get
has
since
you started.
donated
For
more
thousands
information
of blankets,
about how to get
diapers, and
involved
with
other basics
Enthusiastic volunteer holding
Blankets to Borders
so that infants
up a little pair of sock.
you can email Barb
are snug and
Hook,
bhook@aol.
warm in their
com, or Marilyn
Bernard, DBERN48827@aol.com.
Publisher’s note: all photographs were
taken and used with permission.

Newborn goes home wrapped up
in a new, warm blanket.
first few weeks of life.
As this organization has grown and
enlarged its connection to border
communities, it has responded to
the need not only of infants, but to
young children in orphanages, in a
teen pregnancy home, a home for
the deaf, day care centers, and those
coming to St Andrews clinic.
In keeping with this growing
mission, the organization is formally
changing its name to “Blankets

OUR NATIONAL PARKS
By Dave Manning

I

n 2016 the U.S. National Park
Service celebrated its 100th
anniversary. All around the country,
from nearby Saguaro National Park
to far away Acadia National Park in
Maine, special programs took place
in over 400 National Park units, the
goal being to “connect with and
create the next generation of park
visitors, supporters, and advocates.”
Our National Parks protect the best
natural environments across this
vast continent - deserts, grasslands,
mountains, lakes, rivers, marine
waters, swamps, forests, and more.

These millions of acres belong to us,
you and me, some of the finest real
estate on the planet.
My wife and I ended 2016 and began

with petrified wood over 200 million
years old. Montezuma Castle, a fivestory dwelling in a cliff recess 100
feet above the valley floor.
These were a few we visited. And we
marvelled. At each park we studied
to become Junior Rangers, a program
to help visitors of all ages understand
and learn about these special places.
The memories linger. We find
ourselves better world citizens.

2017 by enjoying some of these parks
located in the Southwest. Big Bend
with its desert, mountains, and Rio
Grande River. Carlsbad Caverns, an
underground wonder of stalactites,
stalagmites, and bats. Saguaro, with
those green giant cacti, the largest in
North America. The Petrified Forest,

& Café

to Borders.”
The organization
welcomes new members to not only
help make blankets, but to serve with
the board in community outreach.

La Gitana Cantina

Border Blankets

These 400+ parks await you. And, if
you’re 62 or older, $10 will gain you
a lifetime pass, allowing free entry
into every National Park unit, plus
half price camping. Quite a deal.
Visit some of them, and, as the
National Park Service mission
statement
says,
“leave
them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of
future generations.”

MARCH
4th - First Saturday
PATIO PARTY 11:30 - 3:30
music by Zeke Carlton
18th - Sat. Night 7 - 11pm
ST. PATTY’S DANCE
Music by

Bad News
Blues Band

April 1st

DOG & PONY SHOW
ARTVACA
& FIRTS SATURDAY!
11:30 - 3:30
Music by

Downtown Arivaca

520-398-0810

Chuck Wagon

& Some Cool Wheels

Jo in us Apr il 8 fo r
A nn ua l Meeti ng
Trico Annual Meeting
Saturday, April 8, 2017
Casino del Sol Ballroom

5655 W. Valencia Rd.

WIN RAFFLE PRIZES* INCLUDING:
• 2008 Chevrolet
Colorado truck
• NEST Thermostat

• An iPad
• Bill credits
*Must be present to win

Registration opens at 8:30 a.m.
Meeting starts at 10 a.m.
***BRING A COPY OF YOUR TRICO BILL FOR FAST CHECK-IN!***
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. • 8600 W Tangerine Rd | trico.coop | (520) 744-2944

Low ad rates, no contracts, ad design free of
charge. Email Kristen
Randall at:
sAZConnection@gmail.
com or check out our
website

Sonoran Almanac

Widespread and soaking rains through January brought the lake level
up three feet, to the same level as this time last year (coincidentally).
The flat area to the south of the boat dock is now inundated, and the
“peninsula” in front of the boat dock is under water.

MarchHighlight

15920 W. Penny Lane, Arivaca
This beautiful green home in Arivaca offers panoramic views on almost nine acres of property. Build
of adobe block, this 4 bedroom 2.5
bath has open beamed ceilings,
new appliances and air conditioning. This is a must see!

Arivaca Properties:

Amado Near Hospital:

Elephant Head, 40 Ac $250K, 20 Ac $140

and

Bill’s
Gems and minerals
WE’RE BACK!

With brand new stuff!
Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)260-0963

by Stephanie Speidel

M

y name is Stephanie Speidel.
I’ve lived in Tucson for 30
years, went to high school and
college here. I currently live in a
multi-generational household with
my young daughter and my aging
mother.
I work as a nurse and social worker.
I have devoted the bulk of my
professional life to serving people
with mental illness and addiction.
I have loved this work. It has been
nourishing to me both professionally
and spiritually to meet with people
who are suffering and to provide
help and safe rest for those people
and their families.

Arivaca Lake Data by
K. Randall and M. Landrum

New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Ac, more avail.
40 Ac 3BR/2 Ba masonry home plus
---SW-MH Fixup and 2 sheds
40 Ac home plus 2 Casitas Needs updating
---Plus 32x68 Metal Building 2 bathrooms
10 Ac Masonry Home, On Paved Rd
---3 BR 2Ba + Work Shop $155K
5 Acres 2700 SF 4BR fenced, $109.9K
Town Site Masonry 1 BR/Bath $45K
TS 5 Lots w/ E, W & septic, Under contract
Parcels 5-40 Ac $27-$80K
80 Ac, $95K Papalote
Townsite 3BR, SOLD!

The ACA

Green Valley:

Madera Reserve: 3 BR, 3300SF Views Pool 1 Ac
Lot Backs to Govt Land

Lately, I have branched out to work
not only with families in need of
behavioral health services, but also
primary medical care services at a
community health center. It has been
an exciting and humbling experience
to see the difference that our health
center makes in the lives of those we
serve. We treat people throughout
their life spectrum with pediatric
services, women’s health care, and
adult and geriatric care until the
end of life arrives. We educate,
support and partner with people to
improve their health regardless of
their insurance coverage or lack of
coverage.
The Affordable Care Act (ACA)
has been a life-saving benefit for
many families that seek services
at the health center. In one case, I
know of man who had no insurance
and did not seek medical screening
because he could not afford even
the nominal fees involved. When
he covered through AHCCCS
expansion provided by the ACA,
he was able to come in for health
screening, was found to have cancer
in his colon and received life-saving
treatment. The ACA saved the life of
this man and prevented the further
Letter to the Editor

O

h com on why can’t President
Trump pat himself on the back?
Doesn’t he deserve to make himself
feel good?
He has one of the hardest jobs in
the world and the lowest approval
ratings according to “fake” news and
those who call the public to find out
how he is doing.
Everybody has an opinion. I for one
think he is doing a great job and I
enjoy his daily tweets. He makes me
laugh every day and that’s a good
thing for my blood pressure.
I didn’t vote for him or the old lady,
but you didn’t really think she was
going to be a good president. You
just wanted to have the first woman
president. Just like when all of us
voted for President Obama we
wanted a black man for president.

impoverishment of his family due
to the cost of health screening and
cancer treatment, not to mention
suffering the loss of a loved one and
losing the income he earns through
his employment.
I know of many such stories of
people who were able to come out
of the shadow of having no health
insurance and into the light of
insurance that provides preventative
care, well child care, well woman
care, annual health screenings,
affordable medications, medical
case management, substance abuse
treatment, family counselling, and a
host of other services to improve the
quality of the lives of those in our
communities. The ACA has allowed
our health center to serve many
more people because the number of
uninsured has drastically decreased,
allowing the clinic to expand
outreach, with greater impact in
other programming.
I am dismayed to see that the
shadow is returning for some in our
community. The rhetoric coming from
political leaders about repealing the
ACA has scared some of our patients
at the clinic. I see faithful patients
not returning for appointments
and not getting prescriptions filled
because they fear their insurance
isn’t there for them any longer. I hear
patients talking about preparing to
live without health care again. My
heart is heavy considering what a
repeal of the ACA will do for our
patients and communities who have
made such positive gains in their
wellness; strengthening families
and outcomes with better health for
better employment, better school
performance and the cost savings
that comes when prevention helps
avoid emergency care. We can and
must preserve the ACA and repair
it to work better. We can’t afford
to allow folks to lose their health
insurance and slip back into the
shadows again.
Now the next time we can vote for an
Indian princess (Native American)
and I know she would have to win.
Or, if President Trump lives up to
90% of all his promises, we can all get
together and vote him back in office
for another four years.
Making America great again is
slowly making a come-back, but at
least he is trying to put all the pieces
of the puzzle together and I for one
think he will do what he promised.
Nobody expected the “dominoeffect” on day one, but we were
surprised to see him tweeting every
day. What a wonderful way to let
us all in at what he is doing and
thinking about. It’s a fresh way up
to the second to know and share
his love for us and I feel his love for
America.

Lavinia Quinn

TUBAC DENTAL
Brian Kniff, DDS.
General & Cosmetic Dentistry
A Good Cup of Coffee

Great People to Serve You!

(520) 398-8408
Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley!

Tritium Isotopes and the Age
of Groundwater
By F. Tillman

I

n the last issue of Connections,

we discussed the importance of
isotopes in the study of groundwater.
Isotopes of an element have the same
number of protons but a different
number of neutrons. In this issue,

1952, huge amounts of tritium was
generated by atmospheric testing of
thermonuclear bombs, mainly by the
U.S. and the Soviet Union. A treaty
in 1963 banned atmospheric testing
of thermonuclear devices, although
tests by China and France continued
until 1980. The result of this defined
period of thermonuclear testing is
a distinct and measurable “bomb
pulse” of tritium in the atmosphere.

AFD AUXILIARY PRESENTS

11TH ANNUAL POT O’CHILI COOK OFF
SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2017, 11:00 AM TO 2:30 PM
OLD SCHOOLHOUSE, DOWNTOWN, ARIVACA

$5.00 – Chili Tasting & Vote for your Favorite
(Free bowl of chili with admission)
Extra cost for hot dogs (with chili), ice cream, sodas and water

Figure 1. The amount of tritium in rainfall in
Ottawa, Canada and Kaitoke, New Zealand.
Adapted from Cook, P. and Herczeg, A.L., 2000,
Environmental Tracers in Subsurface Hydrology
we’ll discuss the Hydrogen isotope
called tritium. The most common
isotope of Hydrogen is made up of
1 proton and no neutrons and makes
up 99.98% of all Hydrogen on our
planet. Tritium, on the other hand,
is a hydrogen atom with 1 proton
and 2 neutrons. Tritium is the only
radioactive isotope of Hydrogen and
has a half-life of 12.43 years.
In all important ways, the different
isotopes of Hydrogen behave the
same, including in forming a water
Hydrologists
molecule (H2O).
studying groundwater systems
can use the amount of tritium in
an aquifer to understand the age
of the water, meaning when the
groundwater was recharged by
precipitation. What is it about tritium
that makes it useful for age-dating
groundwater? A small amount of
tritium is produced naturally in
the Earth’s atmosphere by cosmic
radiation. However, beginning in

D

jinn was born December 7, 1971 in
Tucson Arizona. He died on November 13, 2016 in Bisbee.
Djinn was a talented man. His artwork and
music were enjoyed by many people. His
sense of humor was one of a kind and his
laughter was infectious. He was a life long
learner, reading widely ,and had a unique
perspective on life. He was
truly a loving person who
had many struggles both
inside himself and in the
outer world. Our hearts
are heavy but we feel his is
now the lightest it has ever
been.
Djinn was preceded in death by his
brother, Patrick Farrar in
2006 and his father George
Farrar in 2015.
Djinn is survived
by his bride, Erin Hill
Farrar, and his son Damian Rayn Farrar, his mother, Caryl Marie
Brendle , his sisters, Hosanna Farrar and
Kira Diestler , brothers, Jason Diestler and
Cy Allen Murr, niece, Anastasia Farrar and
nephews, Riley Farrar, Elijah DeLagrange,
Maxwell Diestler, and great nephew Hunter Roberts. He had many dear friends and
a loving, extended family in Arivaca, Texas
and California.

Because tritium is incorporated into
rain or snow as H2O just like the
more common form of hydrogen,
precipitation over the last 60+
years also exhibits the tritium pulse
(Figure 1).
By measuring the amount of tritium in
a groundwater sample, hydrologists
can determine the approximate year
when the water fell as precipitation,
and thus estimate how old the
groundwater is, at least within the
last 60 years. By around 1990, most
of the bomb-created tritium had
been washed from the atmosphere
and tritium levels in precipitation
are now close to natural levels,
limiting its use for dating very young
groundwater. However, with the
plans of new nuclear powers such
as North Korea, India, and Pakistan
uncertain, tritium may once again
because a useful environmental
tracer for hydrologists.

Djinn was one year old when he
and his parents moved to the Yellowjacket
Mine to caretake for Charlie Lemons. He
learned to walk in the hills, climb trees and
loved playing in the creek. As he was the
only child in a camp of adults, his Mom
started a play group, Los Ninos de Ali Bac
which met at the La Arrastra and then the
Old School House providing socialization for
the children and their
mothers. He visited Arivaca many times and in
his late teens lived at California Gulch. His last trip
to Arivaca was in early
October last fall, to bring
his lifelong friend, Oin
Oakstar's ashes to Montana Peak.
The Arivaca Celebration for Djinn will be held
on Saturday March 18th,
2017, Noon to Dusk. We
will be setting up a family camp in a small
grove off Yellowjacket Road (2.2 miles
from Ruby Road). Please join us for a potluck and campfire with a Circle of Life Celebration at 2pm.
Please contact Caryl Marie at startides@
hotmail.com or 520-559-4429.

SPECIAL FEATURES INCUDE
SANTA CRUZ VALLEY CAR NUTS WILL HAVE 15‐20 CARS ON SITE

MUSIC (FROM 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM) BY THE MULE RIDGE POSSE

LIFENET (EMS HELICOPTER) WILL BE FLYING IN

VENDORS ARE WELCOME
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
ALLL PROCEDES GO TO SUPPORT THE ARIVACA FIRE DISTRICT

To the Arivaca Community
I am sad to report that on January
30th, 2017, the skeletal remains
of a male were found by four No
More Deaths volunteers. The
volunteers were putting drinking
water out for the first time on this
known migrant trail. This trail is
located in the southern part of
Warsaw Canyon. The bones of

this man were discovered not
far from the road. Santa Cruz
County police responded to this
sobering discovery. It is possible
that the identity of this man may
be established by the examination
of his remains. Then the hope is
that his family will be notified of his
death in Arizona.
Bobbie PHP

17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ

Soni Stake, MD

Donald Smith, MD

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Primary Care
• Pediatric Care
• Enrollment Services
• Free Transportation to and from
UCHC appointments
• Free home delivery pharmacy
services through PharmBlue

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(520) 407-5500
www.uchcaz.org
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Around Arivaca

Isaac and Briseida in
the “Big Block” area.
Pic: Nathalie Dresang

ARIVACA

Artists’

Main Street

230-8612

Concentrating on the
balance boards Pic:
Nathalie Dresang

CO-OP GALLERY

May your path be
smooth and peaceful
& lead you to
visit our gallery.

Maryn makes a
basket! Pic:
Nathalie Dresang

Open:
Thurs, Fri., Sun - 11a - 4p Saturdays 10a - 4p
www.ArivacaCoop.com

aribaC
e
f
f
a
C
Arivaca

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Daily, serving Gadsden Coffee,
specialty teas, lunch menu, pastries, smoothies, and more
Special Breakfast Menu, Saturday & Sunday from 8-11
16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca 1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca

(520)398-3251

From the 2017
Arivaca EcoFest (at
left and below)! Pic
D. Manning

Arivaca Early Learning Center
Update
By Nathalie Dresang

H

appy Spring! Please stop by for a

radish from our raised bed garden.
They are growing so well! We are also
growing beautiful pansies and our lettuce
is sprouting! Sometimes it’s a toss up
between using our watering cans for the
garden or for getting our sandbox good
and wet. So far the garden continues to
grow and we all continue to get really
sandy! The children make some really
yummy sand cakes and sand muffins.
Nice additions are sifted sand and sea
shells.
We’ve been talking about hexagons,
telescopes, balancing, and 3-D art. The
children have been building big houses
and buildings out of our large, wooden
blocks. They have also been lining up
chairs to make cars and they love to buckle
up, take turns being the driver, and they
go many places (CA, community center,
the Merc).
Favorite books this past month have
been “Three Hens and a Peacock, Over
in the Meadow, and Mrs. Wishy Washy
and the Scrubbing Machine.” All three
classrooms participated in the Make Way
for Books Love of Reading Challenge.
We also made our own books inspired by
a book about the zoo. In this story the
zoo sends a child different animals, and
the animals are sent back because they
are too scary (snake), naughty (monkey),
fierce (lion). The final pet is a puppy,
which is just right. In our own version
we had vicious velociraptors and scary
snowmen.
We have our own post office made out
of paper plates so that family members,
staff, and the children can send notes to
each other. It has been lots of fun to send
and receive letters.
We are working with United Way to offer
a 5 week class called Nurturing Parent. If
you would like more information, please
stop by for a flier. Classes are free and
will be held Tuesdays March 21, 27 and
April 11, 18, 25. (8:15-11:15) Arivaca
Action Center.
Thanks for reading about our center and
all the fun we have there!

March at Marian’s Market
By Les Rivett

M

arian’s Market is Arivaca’s

Farmer and Artisan Market.
Arivaca’s market and the streets
downtown are open year round with local
vendors. The hours are every Saturday
9-til. Come on down, hang with friends
and purchase local items.
March winds will bring in Spring and all
the vegetables that go with it. Turnips,
lettuces and lots of greens. We should
all be getting gardens ready for the new
season.
The Arivaca Community Garden is at
Arivaca’s Farmers market every week. The
Garden has organic winter vegetables,
turnips and stir fry greens. They will be
moving into spring at the garden. Eggs
and dates are at the booth every week.
Jay’s Garden Variety will have greens,
beets, dried herbs and fresh baked goods
this month. Jay takes orders for whole
pies and cakes.
Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will
be at Marian’s Market on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays. She runs out fast, get there
close to 9.
Sally makes baskets of breads for the
market every week. She will take special
orders. Her sour dough is a favorite.
Stockwell Honey will have honey soon.

Chris is working on coming back to the
market.
Monica has home made jars of
wonderful things each week. Try her
jellies. She also has a great source for
dried fruits and natural foods.
This month is Film Fest, thanks to Bart.
He also has donated the land Marian’s
Market sets up on. Thanks Bart.

THE EYE MOBILE IS COMING
AGAIN TO ARIVACA!

A

rivaca Area Health Services

will again be sponsoring the visit
of the Arizona Medical Eye Mobile on
Saturday, April 8, 2017, at the Arivaca
Action Center.

Dr. Richard Marcello will be providing
the eye examinations, which are by
appointment only.
Exams will be
scheduled at 15 minute intervals,
beginning at 8 am through 11:30 am, and
after lunch, from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm.
Each patient will be examined for eye
diseases such as Glaucoma, Cataracts,
and Diabetic Retinopathy. Prescriptions
for glasses will be provided, but not for
contacts.
The cost of the examination is still $40,
cash only. To make an appointment,
please contact Julie Beal by phone at 3982160 or by email at: bealjulie14@gmail.
com. Once the schedule is filled, names
will be taken for the waiting list.

Regenerating Arivaca
By Les Rivett

T

he meeting of the people interested
in “Regenerating Arivaca” was held
at the Arivaca Community Center on
February5th. About 40 people were in
attendance. Kenny Buchanan started
the meeting at 1 PM Arivaca time with
the playing of the Bob Dylan tune “The
Times They Are A-Changin’” Kenny then
asked us if we should let change happen
to us or make it happen the way we want.
Kenny lead the discussions throughout
the meeting.
First point of discussion was how can
we work toward being a self sufficient
community. Kyle talked about growing
more of our own food and grants he is
working on for a garden at the community
center. He plans to grow vegetables for
HR lunches and the after school program
at the Community Center. He will keep
us informed.
Adam talked about the need for local
businesses that attract tourism and
the possibility for grants if Arivaca
was incorporated. This brought on
a discussion of schools and other
government services not currently
provided in Arivaca. He will look into it
and be ready to discuss the possibility at
the next meeting.
The topic of composting and having a
chipper was discussed. Eli told us the
best equipment would be a shredder.
Mark said he would look into a grant
as a possible way to fund a shredder for
composting materials. This could be a
community program in conjunction with
the Arivaca Recycling Center.
Setting up a page on Facebook like Craig’s
List for Arivaca was discussed. Local
bulletin boards are used for buying and
selling goods and services too. Since the
meeting, Jamie set up Arivaca-Buy-SellTrade on Facebook for everyone to use.
Eli discussed GoFundMe and how
Arivaca Recycling was able to raise
money. If we want to be self-sufficient
than we will need to work toward not
taking outside grant money.

Second point of discussion was to talk
about thelp/services Arivaca groups offer
and are we missing any services. Services
offered were discussed. Mental health
services are needed. This will be followed
up with the Arivaca Area Health Services
board, who offered something in the past.

sponsoring one at the Green Valley
Food Bank there. Continental School
will get one soon as well as Rio
Rico. So, check out the nearest one
and enjoy a free book that you can
exchange for another or keep it and
take another one for someone else.

Carlotta said that she receives calls from
people who are going into the hospital.
They need someone to look after plants,
animals or homes while they are away.
She can not always provide the service
and asked if anyone else was interested
in helping. Before the end of the meeting
she had a list of 4 people she can call on.

If you have any questions or would
like to start one in your neighborhood,
go to www.littlefreelibrary.org for
more information. If you would like
to donate books, call Mary Lou James
at (520) 648-8224, or drop them off at
the Unitarian Church in Amado.

Joe, who works at The Arivaca
Community Garden said the garden
serves the community by donating 8-10
thousand pounds of vegetables annually.
A possible group buy of farm/garden
supplies with the garden will be followed
up by Les.
Third point of discussion was what can
be done to help the people who are
disconnected from the community.
Kenny talked about Arivaca being one
big family. When a family member has
an issue we should help, not shun them.
The room agreed, we want to help, but we
don’t always know how.
Sophie talked about an organization that
offers classes about learning how to help
people in trouble get the help they need.
She will follow up on what can be offered
to our community, so we can learn to
help.
As mentioned in the second point, there
is a need for mental health help for many
of us. Finding a central location was
discussed.
Bob suggested a marching band to give
children and everyone something to do.
A band for the Arivaca parades, full of
town folk. If you can march you can join
even if you can’t play an instrument. The
band can represent Arivaca in other town
parades too. He will follow up.
Luke would like to lead a hiking group
during the summer, when he is free from
teaching at the High School. He would
like to lead families and people of all ages.
The next meeting is planned for March
5th at 4 PM at the Arivaca Community
Center. Everyone is invited. Join in on
presenting your ideas, your local business
or your group’s ideas and services.

Little Free Library in Amado

I

n front of the Food Bank and

Perhaps the Luck O’ The Irish
Will Be With You!

Arivaca Helping Hearts will be hosting
some food, fun and games on Saturday,
March 18th from 11-2 at Casino Rural in
downtown Arivaca. All proceeds go towards helping Arivacans in need!
A ten dollar donation will get you a plate
of corned beef, cabbage, potatoes and
some irish soda bread and a cup full of
casino chips to try your luck!
Give the roulette wheel a spin, toss the
dice (make sure you bring a lucky partner to give ‘em a blow), or sit down for
some cards...there will be prizes for the
lucky guy or gal with the highest chip
count!
Come dressed in all green, or with some
Old West style and bring the family! You
won’t want to miss this Saint Paddy’s Day
(well, the day after) event.
To make the day even more special, Arivaca Helping Hearts has two bedrooms at
the historic Casino Rural to rent out or
a 2 bed/2 bath bunkhouse right in Arivaca. Book now to stay in Arivaca for
the weekend and see everything that our
pretty little town has to offer! Check out
AirBnB or call (520)954-5777 to book.
Leave a message if we don’t answer right
away.

News from Arivaca Area Health
Services
Save the Date:
Spring into Health!
2 mile Fun run and walk for all ages
Free event with vendors at the Arivaca
Old Schoolhouse Sat, May 6, 2017
registration at 8am, run/walk begins at
8:30.
More information will be available in the
April Connection.

Clinic in Amado is a Little Free
Library exchange. There are books
for children, middle school and
adults, all in one little red box. It
was started in December as part of
an Outreach Program sponsored by
the Unitarian Universalist Church in
Amado.
In the last 7 or 8 years 40,000 Little
Free Libraries have sprung up all
over the United States and the world.
It is a non-profit organization. The
idea is to take a book, read it and
then exchange it for another, as you
would in a regular library. This
way it can keep going. People have
been generous in donating books
and there are 5 Stewards, who have
volunteered to maintain the supply
of books and the box, itself. It is a
free service to the community as we
want to promote reading and to get
children to enjoy reading at an early
age, as well as all members of the
family. There is a wide variety of
books.
There are several LFL in Green
Valley.
ChangeisHappening is

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you
every month. For only $20, you
get a year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s Open Forum Community
Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203,
Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________
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Poetry Page
Roots of Time.
Life flies fast
with speed of light,
vapor- trail memories
fade out of sight.
My mind seeks truce
from fear of old,
off to the forest
to love and hold.
Time to visit
my favorite tree,
roots deep in ground,
trunk tall and free.
I hug my friend
to feel its spirit,
flowing to branches
to tell of my visit.
Mimic wind rustles
cast of leaves,
with sounds of ocean
fooled mind believes,
I sit saddened,
Beneath, Red- Oak age,
listening to chainsaws
roaring with rage.
Minds-eye sees trees
fall as soldiers in war,
they are raped and die
on the forest floor.
Squirrels and birds
lose their homes to greed,
the world loses friends
to senseless need.
Roots of trees
two hundred years old,
become lost to time
without trees to hold.
I think of my roots
buried under ground
marked by grave-stones
so they can be found.
I wonder if tree stumps
throughout the land,
are stepping stones
to the final axe-hand?
Love our trees,
‘don’t allow them to become
Just another chip off the ole block’.

bang-bang-ing toy guns
pounding red cap-strips with stones
those baby boomers
Ann M. Penton

Watching America
In the small regional airport
The passengers came streaming
Through the exit to the waiting area
Every age, size, and ethnicity
Babies, toddlers, teens, parents, grandparents
Couples, singles, and families
All hurrying toward those who waited
Despite the many noticeable disparities
They all walked into a sea of love
Smiles, open arms, hugs, a few tears of joy
Affirming that basic human need
To share life with family and friends
To put aside whatever differences may exist
And just be with those whom they love
Teresa Goorian

Orange Bull
An over weight orange
bull with tiny hooves on a
crooked road cannot accept
dissension, non-approval,
nor inattention. He lives
alone in a fantasy world
of his own making where
he puckers up, speaks
loudly, and languidly waves
his tiny fingers to a nonexistent audience. Today’s
pronouncements try to cover
yesterday’s falsehoods which
he actually believes as fact
because he spouted them all
by himself and they sounded
good and strong although
horribly wrong.
Facts are for others.
People believe him. Facts
are for others.
The truth is not part of him
but people some people
believe him and facts are for
others.
What did we do?
What can we do?
Cal Lambert

Notes from the Lady in the Harbor
I am so weary now, so weary, so weary I fight the
tears that threaten to streamdown my face. I
fight the trembling in my legs, my arm aches, the
muscles in my neck strain to support my head.
I struggle to keep my gaze forward, my heart ever
hopeful and welcoming.
Despite those who strive to diminish my
mission, I will never falter, I will never fail, for
no person now alive, was here when I first came.
I will remain to lift my lamp and light the way
to our shores. When all who are now here are
gone, I will still light the way.
Teresa Goorian

ALWAYS RIGHT
desk-corner ink wells ~
we “lefties” crossed time zones twice
to dip nibs then write ~
no erasing mistakes with
yellow Ticonderogas
Ann M. Penton

John D. Coutts

I once met a girl from Babylon.
She was tall, dark and mysterious.
It was annoying the way she would babble
on,
So I left her before things got serious.
Maury Moreover

By Alice Cave
he Affordable Care Act, better
known as Obamacare, has received
much criticism since its passage in 2009.
It was passed on purely party lines: the
Democrats for, the Republicans against.
Now that Republicans have the White
House and the House and Senate, they
were looking forward to swiftly axing the
program.

T

They did not count on their constituents
waking up and springing into action.
Recent Congressional town halls have
been swamped with constituents protesting the proposed repeal. It turns out that
most who have insurance through this
program like it, or at the very least know
that it is the only way they can get health
insurance.

doesn’t?) Before the ACA, health insurers were able to reject coverage for any
reason, and they all did, even based on
minor ailments. So when the ACA was
passed with its protections for people
with pre-existing conditions, we felt that
we could move forward with our plan to
retire. We first signed up for COBRA for
my last employer’s policy, then when that
ran out, we were able to buy a good individual insurance policy. It was costly of
course, but we do have health insurance.

We have been good planners, and we
knew that the monetary cost of getting health insurance privately would
be very high. And we had pre-existing
conditions (at the ages of 58 and 61, who

Yes, the ACA is not perfect, but what is
wrong with it can be fixed, issue by issue, rather than throwing out the whole
thing and disrupting the lives and health
of millions.

Illegal Immigration - Another
form of RESISTANCE to Unjust
Laws
By MM Cronin

America we have today because of
the hard work and determination
of these immigrants, who choose to
make this their home forever.
As an immigrant from Ireland I know that the system in place
in the fifties and before was an excellent one and IF continued we would
not have this terrible problem we
have today with Illegal Immigrants.
Then, every immigrant wanting to
come to America had to go to the
American Embassy, where they were
given the instructions on each step to
be taken to get a passport. They had
to pass a medical exam, to make sure
they were healthy enough to travel
and become a resident who could be
gainfully employed. Then they needed a Sponsor here in America who
would vouch for them (financially)
in the event they could not get a job
or support themselves. When this
was complete, they got their passport
and were able to immigrate without
any other problems. They were even
able to become a Citizen after 5 years
living in this country.
When this system changed
and all the new rules made it extremely difficult for immigrants to
come here, sometimes requiring
them to have lots of money that they
did not have, and also extremely
long waiting periods, these people
were desperate to leave their country
because of
poverty or violence and could not
comply with the new rules, thus, created illegal immigration.

A

merica became the great country that it is today because of
Immigrants, yet we have many in
our society today who are the descendants of the first immigrants
who came here on the Mayflower.
How ironic is this, all white people
from the U.K. come here for opportunity or to start a new life or to get
away from an unjust government.
When they arrived they found the
inhabitants here were different in
appearance and culture from theirs,
so they needed to get rid of those
people and take over this new land
for themselves. So, they took their
land and demonized the American
Indians who belonged here and had
claimed this land hundreds of years
before. This is the same mentality we
have today, because the people today
who are showing this intolerance are
from the same gene pool as those
original Mayflower passengers.
Maybe they do not realize that what
they are doing by not accepting those
immigrants who are different from
them is exactly what their ancestors
did to the American Indians.
Intolerance is not new and
we have experienced this everywhere
since the beginning of time. But,
here in the United States of America we showed the world we could be
different, we could be leaders and
show that all Immigrants who came
to our country legally were welcome
here. We succeeded in building the

David Jácome

Licensed Sales Agent

520-425-6522, TTY 711

Plans are insured through United Healthcare Insurance Company or
one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organizat with a
Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract
renewal with Medicare. UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company complies
with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN:
si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia
lingüística. Llame al 1-855-814-6894 (TTY: 711). 注意：如果您說中
文，您可以免 費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-855-814-6894, (TTY:
711). Y0066_170106_114558 Accepted

Arivaca History Day
Sponsored by Friends of Arivaca Schoolhouse
and Historic Townsite

Luncheon and Program
Saturday, April 8, 11 a.m.
Arivaca Old School

17180 W. Fourth Street, Arivaca, AZ

“Arivaca’s Mining History”
and artifact display

by Mary Kasulaitis

Tickets are $15 to benefit the Old School
Salad luncheon with Dessert Buffet
Call Dotti Rees at 398-3262 for reservations or info
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I retired early. My husband and I aggressively saved money, living below our
means for years in order to afford it, and
neither of us has any retirement-related
health insurance available to us. Therefore we buy insurance privately. I was
motivated to retire early because of some
health issues on my part, as well as the
experience of watching my Dad wait to
retire until age 65, already having Parkinson Disease and dementia, which robbed
him and my mother of their retirement
dreams. My husband and I knew we did
not want to wait until we were 65.

So we are disheartened and concerned
by the talk on the Republican side about
the repeal. First of all, they have had 8
years to improve the plan but rather than
that they want to just throw out the baby
with the bathwater. But back to those
newly awakened constituents: Congress
has now been forced to back down from
their repeal fantasies, and come up with
an alternative. What they have come up
with so far has been incomplete, to put it
kindly. The ban on excluding pre-existing
conditions is the key one for me, but this
will not work without the very unpopular
individual mandate, and so when I hear
Congressional Representatives saying
they are in favor of the protections for
pre-existing conditions but against the
individual mandate, it makes me think
they do not really understand how the
ACA works. It is highly discouraging to
see our healthcare future being discussed
in such an unserious way.

TURNING 65 or NEW
TO MEDICARE?

n

!
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For a $10 donation:
-$2 in Casino Chips for Casino Rural!
-A Saint Patrick’s Day luncheon: Corned beef,
cabbage, potatoes and Irish soda bread!
ALL donations benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts:
Helping to ease Arivacans’ rough times
Enjoy Casino Rural! Craps, roulette, card games,
and slot machines in Old West style!
Casino Rural is located across from the Mercantile in “downtown” Arivaca. Escape to
Arivaca for the weekend and enjoy music, hiking, fishing, boating and much more!
Arivaca Helping Hearts is a 501 (c)(3) which offers micro grants to local residents.

Un-Classifieds
COST: 25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com
DOG SITTING.
Clean, quiet
individual accommodations. $15
per day. 520-398-2526.
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2
BR, 2 Bath home on the water
in the Bahia. All necessities
furnished. Call 398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative
to killing these valuable predators.
520 820 2947.
RV/TRAILER PARKING Space.
Near Arivaca on 40 acres fenced
with cattle guard, 45 foot shade
Canopy with side patio awnings.
$350.00 per month, includes water,
electricity & sewer. Call 480-2168982
SATURDAYS 2nd and 4th Sat.
each month through April 2017
Buenos Aires National Wildlife
Refuge Brown Canyon Guided
Public Hikes Cost pp: $5.00.
Reservations required Call Josh:
520-823-4251, ext 101
LARGE RV SPACE 1/3 acre,
fenced, shade trees. In exchange
for light work. One mile to PO and

mini-market. Call 398-9634
ACCEPTING
DONATIONS!
Arivaca Helping Hearts is accepting
donations for the 2016/2017 year!
As a 501(c)3, your donation is tax
deductible. So if you need help or if
you can help, please give us a call!
260-0963 or stop by Cinderella
House/Bill’s Rock Shop Friday or
Saturday.
Al-Anon Meeting- What: Support
for people who are or have been
affected by someones drinking.
Where: in the little building next
to the Gadsden Coffee Shop
just north/east of Arivaca When:
Sundays at 10a.m.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM
WE
CAN
HELP
Narcotics
Anonymous meets in Tubac every
Tuesday and Thursday evening
at 6PM at the Tubac Community
Center, 50 Bridge Rd, Tubac AZ
85646 Open to all
DAVID JÁCOME will hold an
informal meeting that have been
filed/registered with Medicare at
the Arivaca Coordinating Council/
Human Resources Group which
is located across from the Arivaca

Post Office. He will be available to
discuss Medicare plan options for
individuals on Tuesdays from 11 AM
to 1 PM of the following dates. The
meeting dates are March 7, April 4,
May 2, June 6, July 11, August 22
and September 5.
MARCH 4, 2PM-4PM. THE
RONSTADT GENERATION This
favorite group returns with new
and old Mexican and Southwestern
music. They have added more
instruments and singers. At the UU
Church in the Amado Territory. Take
Interstate 19 to Exit 48. Turn east
to Territory Lane. Tickets for $15 at
the door. 520-548-7954.

Library News
“Tucson Festival of Books”
March 11 & 12 (9:30—5:30 daily)
over 400 authors, 275 exhibitors, 30 venues

U of A Campus

FREE Admission!

TucsonFestivalofBooks.org

Enjoy free instruction on the NATIVE FLUTE from
Kathryn Twinfeathers, Sat. March 11th, 1-3 pm
at the Library. Flutes provided. Try it, you’ll like it!
The Book Club will meet at 3:30 pm Wed. March 15th
at the Library to discuss the book “Rather Outspoken:
My Life In The News” by Dan Rather. Call 594-5235 to
reserve a copy of the book. Newcomers always welcome!

STAR PARTY
with the Sonora Astronomical Society
Watch for fliers!
Library Hours: Tuesday 12—8
Wed. thru Sat. 10—6
Library Phone: 520-594-5235

MARCH 25, 2PM-4PM, JACK
WILLIAMS Dazzling picking to
accompany his expressive voice.
His music is country and Southern.
At the UU Church in Amado.
Take Interstate 19 to Exit 48 Turn
east to Territory Lane. Tickets for
$15 at the door. 520-648-7956

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS

TUESDAYS:

Every Sat - 9a - Noon: Farmers'
Market.

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca
Women & Wine, 5-7pm at the Old
Schoolhouse.

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources
Rummage Sale
2nd Sat - 10a - Arivaca Alive!
meeting at Arivaca Library

CONNECTION
POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601
SazConnection@gmail.com

• Published monthly as an open
forum journal.
• All contributions are welcome,
but should be less than 1,000
words for general interest or 250
words for public notice articles.
•Emails with attachments
preferred
• DEADLINE: 20th of each month
The open forum format is for ideas,
opinions, experiences, whatever you
want to share with the world. Your
submission must not use libelous,
profane or vulgar language.
• All rights reserved
• Articles are solely the property
of the named contributor, reprint
or use without their permission is
prohibited.
• Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the publisher or
the advertisers.

SUNDAYS - am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call for
times - 398-28391
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1st and 3rd Sun. 3:00pm - People
Helping People In the Border Zone:
meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian Aid
Office.
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1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water
Coop meet at town water yard
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2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca
Action Center - Board mtgs.
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
Last Sun - 5:30pm - Arivaca
Potluck at Obe Sweetwater’s home
1st and 3rd Sunday - Board
Games for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5
-8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist.
Auxilary - at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health
Services - 4pm - meeting at the
Arivaca Action Center.

WEDNESDAYS:

Meaningful Moments
Holiday Craft Workshops:
Wednesdays 2-5 OctoberDecember ACC
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library
Book Club call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human
Resources Group mtg. - Human
Resource Office Public Invited
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old
Schoolhouse
3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire
District board mtg @ Fire House
www.arivacafiredistrict.org
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca
Action Center
2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite
3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family
and Community Education
Assn. At the Library 594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30am Friends of the
Arivaca Library - Board Meeting

Friends over 50 Trips: once a
month posted on ACC white
Board at the PO or call 3983010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM:
Mon.-Fri. after school till 5:30 pm.

