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Dear Readers and Contributors,

I am once again looking forward to the 
Tucson Festival of Books, a two day 
event on the University of Arizona Mall 
for lovers of all things in print!  This is 
their ten year anniversary, and it is very clear that this event has grown in popular-
ity.  There will be authors, workshops, talks, Science City, hands on demonstrations, 
things for the kids, local information and more!  I just can’t speak of this event highly 
enough.  Check it out March 10th and 11th from 9-5:30. 

February 14th was a terrible day for America, and an even worse one for the 
families, students and teachers of Parkland, Florida.  Whatever your views 
are, I am sure we can agree that not coming up with solutions is NOT the 
solution, and it is definitely time to put our differences aside and work to 
solve these problems.  The students speaking out have been an inspiration, 
and I hope they can get something done.

In lieu of a moment of silence, I am leaving this candle, in a print version of 
silence for the 17 lives lost in Parkland.  We lose so many to violence every 
day, and even more to poverty, war, environmental degradation...but this 
space is for those kids, whose lives ended way too soon.
    -Kristen R.

Submit your poetry, letters and 
articles to Connection!  

SAZConnection@gmail.com

William Hopkins Tonge had come to New 
York as a child and joined the army in St. 
Louis. He served in the Mexican War and 
went to California in 1851.  There he met 
Phylena and they were married in San 
Diego. They moved north to Hornitos, 
California, a gold mining camp near Yo-
semite. William prospected and the cou-
ple had five children.  In 1862 they took 
ship to Mexico and came overland to 
Hermosillo. They spent about 6 months 
there, and lost two children to fever. They 
arrived in Tucson in 1862.  Phylena be-
gan a small school for her own and a few 
other children who spoke only Spanish. 
William, meanwhile, was still looking 
for gold. He spent six months away from 
the family in Weaver, north of Phoenix.  
Disappointed, he then took the family to 
Cababi, which was in O’Odham country 
west of Tucson. Off William went again, 
searching for mining prospects. In an 
1866 reminiscence (written in the third 
person) Phylena said, “Mother (herself) 
and her three children were left alone to 
endure the adversities of a lonely life…
no one but God knows the uneasy hours 
she passed, the eleven months they lived 
at that place.” Then they moved to the 
Arivaca area (1866), spending a week at 
Cerro Colorado mining camp, which had 
recently ceased a two-year operation by 
the Arizona Mining Company.  She said, 
“The Apache Indians were committing 
many depredations around that part of 
the country. They would capture children 
and carry them away. Mother kept her 
three in the house.  They would play and 
study their lessons.” Shortly thereafter 
the family moved to Arivaca, where they 
lived in a long adobe building with six-
teen rooms that faced east onto a walled 
yard.  At the time, little was happening 
and only a few miners were still there. 

William was given the opportunity to 
make a little money by escorting the body 
of John Poston to San Francisco where it 
would be forwarded to the east. Poston 
had been murdered by Mexican bandits 
at Cerro Colorado five years before, in 
1861. His brother Charles and mining 
engineer Raphael Pumpelly discov-
ered and recovered his body, along with 

Phylena Wallace Tonge accomplished 
a number of firsts in her lifetime. 

She was probably the first non-Hispan-
ic white woman to live for any length of 
time in Arivaca. She may have been the 
first American teacher in Tucson in 1862. 
It has been said that she was the first 
non-Hispanic white woman to be mar-
ried in San Diego. She was, above all, a 
pioneer with all the tenacity, adaptability 
and endurance that she needed to make a 
life for herself in the West.

Phylena Wallace was born in 1827 in 
Pennsylvania. When she was three, 
her father died, and she moved with 
her mother to her grandparents’ home. 
When her mother remarried, Phylena 
stayed with her grandparents, moving 
to Ohio, then Indiana, and later Iowa 
as the country opened up. As soon as 
she could, Phylena trained to become a 
teacher so as to be independent. She pur-
sued teaching for a few years, receiving 
the sum of $1.50 per week with room 
and board. Turning down the marriage 
offer of a young farmer, Phylena joined 
a wagon train heading to California in 
1848, as the teacher for a family with 
young children. When the company ar-
rived in Santa Fe, they rested there for 
several weeks while they renewed their 
supplies. She began to study Spanish and 
soon was able to communicate with the 
local people. Later she would find this to 
be a very necessary accomplishment. Af-
ter leaving Santa Fe, the company feared 
attacks by Indians and learned to defend 
themselves, paying particular attention 
to hiding the children.  At night, no one 
was allowed to talk. After several close 
calls, they arrived in Tucson, when it was 
still part of Mexico. While she was there, 
Phylena noticed a woman grinding corn 
masa on a metate and traded her a skirt 
for some flour. Other women followed 
her lead and did the same. Continuing 
on via Yuma, the wagon train arrived in 
San Diego some ten months after it had 
left Iowa. It was there that Phylena met 
and married William H. Tonge, an En-
glish immigrant. The hardships she had 
endured did not end with their marriage, 
for William had an itchy foot.
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those of two German miners.  Pumpelly 
recorded in his diary that John's body, 
along with those of the Germans, was 
taken in a wagon to Arivaca where they 
were buried.  See Pumpelly’s Arizona, 
page 92. In her reminiscence, Phylena 
noted that John Poston's body was taken 
up, encased in a metal coffin, and Wil-
liam delivered it to San Francisco, first 
by wagon to Guaymas, then by ship to 
San Francisco. Phylena said this was the 
body of Col. Charles D. Poston, but she 
had confused the two brothers, since the 
latter did not die until 1902.  So the old 
tomb at Cerro Colorado does not hold 
the body of John Poston, despite popu-
lar claims and the recent application of a 
plaque.   There is no documentation that 
says he was ever buried at the Cerro Col-
orado mining camp and Phylena’s docu-
ment shows that his body is no longer in 
Arivaca. She did not report to whom the 
body was delivered in San Francisco, if 
she knew. 

William was gone on this errand for sev-
eral weeks, during which time Phylena 
began making and selling butter. She had 
been happy to find milk cows in Ariva-
ca when they moved there, if little else. 
She made the butter in a churn made of 
a keg and sold it for a dollar a pound to 
the company which was working mines 
a couple of miles away. She remembered 
that in those days people frequently de-
pended on butter brought from other 
countries and it was not always good.  

Apaches were still hostile.  Phylena said, 
“It behooved every person to be on the 
watch,” and put her trust in God. One 
morning two herders let a large number 
of mules and horses out of the large ado-
be corral.  Indians attacked and, assisted 
by a little herding dog, ran off the ani-
mals. Phylena had guns in the house that 
she gave to a couple of visiting mining 
men, keeping one herself.  Due to nerves, 
one of the men accidentally shot a bullet 
into the door frame.  Phylena said, “For 
God’s sake, don’t shoot my children.” 
Hoping to protect her daughter from 
the Indians, she put her up the chimney. 
The little girl didn’t stay there long, but 
by that time the Indians had gone. The 
horses were never recovered. Later that 
day, Maria, a young Mexican woman 
acquaintance from a neighboring settle-
ment, came to warn them of Apaches 
nearby.  She was riding on an ox, for 
want of other transportation. Phylena in-
vited Maria to stay and they spent sev-
eral uneasy hours occasionally looking 

out through the portholes in the walls 
of the house. (gun ports—no windows)  
Phylena provided Maria with a gun and 
ammunition should she need to help de-
fend the place.  Maria said:  “Estoy muy 
contento con ud. Yo ve ud. tiene confian-
za.” In other words, I am very contented 
with you-- I see you have confidence. 
As they sat outside in the evening, Ma-
ria commented that they were safe until 
morning; the Apaches wouldn’t attack 
until dawn.  But fortunately they did not 
and things were quiet for some time af-
terwards. Phylena and Maria got along 
very well and derived strength from each 
other’s company.  Maria stayed there for 
some time. 

Phylena was in Arivaca when she wrote 
this reminiscence in the year 1866. 
Shortly after this, probably tired of being 
left alone so much, she decided to sep-
arate from William.  The Tonges were 
divorced in 1868 in Tucson. Phylena 
went back to Yuma where she married 
George M. Ussery.  They moved to Cal-
ifornia where she lived until her death in 
1912.  She is buried in El Centro. Wil-
liam moved around, holding the position 
of Justice of the Peace in Tucson. Later 
he moved to Yuma where he had a bak-
ery and was a deputy sheriff. In the late 
1880s he moved to California. He died in 
the Phoenix area around the turn of the 
century. 

The legend of John Poston's alleged buri-
al at the Cerro Colorado is a tenacious 
one.  I speculate that the tomb actually 
belonged to one Joseph Robinson, a min-
er who committed suicide at the Cerro 
Colorado mine in 1891. An inquest was 
held at the mine by Judge Guest. Robin-
son was apparently held in high regard 
and would have merited a nice tomb 
near the place of his death.  There is no 
evidence that his body was buried else-
where, and his family was in England. 
(Arizona Daily Star, 17 May 1891)

References:  Arizona Historical Society 
Archives, including the William Hopkins 
Tonge papers (MS443) and the reminis-
cences of Phylena Tonge to her children, 
dated about 1866. (MS1023)

U.S. Census and Tonge family genealogy 
information on Ancestry.com and other 
family websites, one of which includes 
a file documenting Phylena’s attempt to 
receive a war widow’s pension for her 
second husband. She was not successful. 
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Please join us for Sunday worship, 
our special time together as a faith 

community. While we begin at 10am 
sharp, our greeters open our doors 

earlier to welcome friends familiar and 
new. All are welcome.

http://www.uucamado.org/

To editor Kristen 

I thought that I would be able to write 
about some thing or or some person oth-

er than our demented president, but the 
events of the past week (2/15) have caused 
me to discuss him again.  Why?  Late last 
year Trump voided the Obama executive 
order mandating that mentally disturbed 
persons have background checks before 
being allowed to purchase a gun so w h a t 
did Trump tweet after the massacre in Flor-
ida?  We have to  cure our mental health 
problem, but he never mentioned gun con-
trol..   

The kids from Florida may change our re-
luctant and paid for by the NRA legislators 
with the activities that are planned fof the 
near future.  Do you know what paid for 
means? Senator McCain has received over 
SEVEN MILLION DOLLARS from the  
NRA. - THAT IS BEING OWNED BY 
THEM!!!  And it is unconscionable for a 
policician to accept that amount of bribery 
from anyone. It has been very interesting to 
listen to and observe Trmp’s brain as he di-
verts attention away from guns and to him-
self and his concerns about being indicted 
for the high crime and misdemeanor of col-
laborating with a foreign power and enemy 
to influence the 2016 election.  I am also 
concerned that he is worried about special 

counsel Robert Mueller discovering major 
financial transactions with Putin’s Russia 
that are the reason for his complete silence 
on the Russian/Putin actions to influence 
our election process and undermine our 
democracy.

My appraisal of Trump’’s brain is on 
a downward spiral -my first thoughts 
were that he was just a poorly educated 
man, but continued observations prove that 
not only is he poorly educated, but that he 
has no morals,  he has no ethics and is a 
danger to our continued existence because 
of his absurd ideas on nuclear weapons, 
anthropomorphic global climate change, 
gun control and racism.  The voters of this 
country have an obligation to rid our gov-
ernment of Trump ane all of his supporters 
in Congress including the totally inept Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan. Amen.

Have you read David From’s latest book 
TRUMPOCRACY the Corruption of the 
American Republic - it is next on my read-
ing list.

David L. Divine

To: The Editor.                                                                                   

Tonight I was once again watching 60 
minutes on CBS, a program I seldom 

miss.  Some months ago, observing the di-
visiveness in the population on the subject 
of politics, the producers of 60 minutes in-

vited 7 persons who voted for Pres. Trump 
and 7 who didn’t vote for him to engage in 
a dialogue hosted by Oprah Winfrey.   It 
was an interesting and revealing dialogue 
which clearly manifested the deep divide 
between these two groups.  Neither side 
was willing to concede any type of com-
promise on the issues discussed.  Recently, 
the 60 minutes staff contacted the original 
group and found that they had continued 
to interact and many on both sides had 
become friends while not changing their 
political views.  The CBS people asked if 
they would like to appear again in the same 
format on 60 minutes and they said they 
would.  Given the new relationship it was 
thought that there might be some change in 
their positions but such was not the case.  
The best thing that happened was that they 
better understood the views of the oppos-
ing persons.

One issue that came up was the inheritance 
tax.  The “conservative” position was that 
people who work and save all their lives 
should be able to pass all of their savings on 
to their children.  One stated “What has the 
government done to deserve this money”?  
The liberal position was that our system is 
clearly structured to cause an ever greater 
inequality in the distribution of income and 
wealth and the inheritance tax is a way of 
helping to equalize that distribution. 

I well understand both positions but I 
would challenge the idea of personifying 
“the government”.  In a democratic re-
public we assume that the people govern 
through their elected representatives and 
this group determines the proper distribu-
tion of government revenue.  The bulk of 

Federal Spending is on Defense and Enti-
tlement Programs like Medicare and  So-
cial Security.  So the question should be 
rephrased as “What did we do to deserve 
these benefits?” Interestingly, the same 
people who oppose the inheritance tax are 
usually those who support more spending 
on Defense.

 Also, it is well to ask whether people who 
save sizeable sums during their lifetime ac-
tually “deserve” what they have received.  
Conservatives tend to believe that ours is 
a merit system which rewards people ac-
cording to their contribution to the econ-
omy but that doesn’t necessarily reflect 
their contribution to society.  Does  the 
vice president of a bank contribute more 
to society than a teacher or a social work-
er?  An inheritance tax can help level the 
difference between the economic measure 
of one’s contribution with the societal con-
tribution. 

We have always exempted a sizeable por-
tion of our saving from the inheritance 
tax, about $1 million when I was young-
er to $5 million now, and in recent years 
we have only taken about half the amount 
above that in the inheritance tax.  It is hard 
to imagine that anyone who accumulates 
vastly more than $5 million in a working 
lifetime actually “deserves” what they 
have been able to accumulate.  The pledge 
by Warren Buffet and Bill Gates to give 90 
per cent of their wealth to worthy causes 
reflects the fact that they know a lot of it 
was based upon the circumstances of their 
birth and simple good luck.

Jim Murray

in beAutiful 

ArivAcA!



Arivaca Postal Customers.

Please call the following number to com-
plain about the removal of the bulletin 

boards at the post office.                603-683-
4276, this is the phone number of the con-
sumer complaint department for the post 
office. Since the bulletin boards are the 
main way that we stay connected through-
out the month, there is simply no reason 
that ONE person should and could demand 
the removal of our information network.

So lets band together and as a group get 
them put back up.  This is not some big 
city where all the rules and regulations are 
in place for the good of many.  This is our 
small community where the local bulletin 
boards were there for the benefit of many.

Please make those calls.

Thanks,

Linda Richardson

Solidarity with Scott Warren and the Hu-
manitarian Cause in the Ajo Community 

By People Helping People in the Border 
Zone 

Ajo Resident Scott Warren, ASU Pro-
fessor of Geography and member of 

the Ajo Samaritans and the Western Pima 
County Community Council, was recently 
charged with illegally harboring migrants. 
The Ajo Samaritans assert that Scott was 
providing humanitarian aid. Cheryl Opals-
ki, a resident Ajo Samaritan, spoke on the 
issue of migrant deaths in the borderlands: 
“In 2017 the remains of 57 human beings 
were found in the desert around Ajo,” she 
said. This number is probably low; many 
missing person reports are never resolved 
because those people have never been 
found.” Opalski described the situation 
as a humanitarian crisis, and said that the 
work the Samaritans do is increasingly be-
ing sabotaged and criminalized by law en-
forcement. In response to Scott’s charges, 
the Samaritans have issued the following 
statement:

We the Ajo Samaritans in recognition of 
the thousands of deaths that have occurred 
in our borderlands support the legal and 
morally critical work of providing human-
itarian aid to travelers in the desert, we 
stand in support of all humanitarian work-
ers who help alleviate suffering and death.

As Arivaca residents and humanitarians, 
we stand with the Samaritans of our sis-
ter border community in Ajo, Arizona. We 
share the dedication to provide direct aid to 
migrants in distress and denounce the mas-
sive loss of life in the desert. We believe 
in the protection of all people in the bor-

derlands. We call on the US Border Patrol 
and the US Attorney’s office to immediate-
ly DROP ALL CHARGES against Scott 
Warren and any humanitarians who work 
to end death and suffering on the border.

ARIVACA MENTAL /EMO-
TIONAL FREE HEALTH 

TALKS:   EVERYBODY WEL-
COME and ENCOURAGED. 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 

YOU!

Given by GINA KEEGAN, MA., 
SEP. (Long-  time resident of Ari-
vaca, who left for 19 yrs. and came 
back. like quite a few of us have…
something special about Arivaca.!)
Gina has been working with people 
for nearly 30 years as a counselor, 
massage practitioner, life coach and 
teacher. She works with anger, de-
pression, trauma and anxiety.   (Ev-
eryone sometimes has these feel-
ings.)  She is a graduate of Naropa 
University in Boulder, Colorado, 
and has worked with domestic vio-
lence with families and couples, as 
well as almost all human issues. 
                                                         

DATES:
1.         Tuesday, March 6th         
ANGER IS OUR FRIEND, NOT 
OUR ENEMY 
Anger itself is not the problem.  It 
is what we do with the emotion to 
transmute it into positive action. 
We can actually get closer to those 
we have problems with, not further 
from. EVERYBODY HAS AN-
GER! You do not have to have big 
problems to come to this talk.  Ev-
erybody can learn about anger!

     2.             Tuesday, March 
13th       HOW TO MINIMIZE 
THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF 
STRESS
 The practice of cutting the think-
ing process to move towards expe-
riencing the tranquility underneath 
thoughts is what can aid in depres-
sion, anxiety, and all obsessive 
thinking.  Mindfulness meditation, 
a non-religious practice, has be-
come highly accepted today, even 
in the business world and in many 

psychiatric settings. All other med-
itations can still be practiced; you 
do not have to give them up. You 
will understand why mindfulness 
is the foundation of all the others 
from this talk. OTHER METHODS 
OF STRESS REDUCTION WILL 
ALSO BE PRESENTED.

  3.                 Tuesday, April 10th    
THE ART OF LISTENING
   Do you sometimes feel that fam-
ily/friends do not understand you?  
Do you have arguments that do not 
get solved and you are left with 
frustration?  Are you interested in 
co-counselling? (Great way to get 
to know someone, and to bring 
some insight into your own prob-
lem-solving process).  Do you no-
tice that most of the time people 
are thinking about what they want 

to say when you are talking rather 
than really hearing you? CAN YOU 
BELIEVE THIS:   YOU CAN AC-
TUALLY GET CLOSER TO AN-
OTHER RATHER THAN MORE 
DISTANT WHEN YOU DIS-
AGREE?    Do not think this talk is 
only for people with big problems; 
everyone can improve on their lis-
tening skills.
     4.                 Tuesday April 17th   
COUPLES COMMUNICATION     
      Being in a relationship is one of 
the potentially greatest parts of be-
ing human and also one of the most 
difficult.   Come and hear how to 
make it work for you!
PLACE; Arivaca Action Center, 
front living room.   7-8pm; then 
perhaps questions, discussion, and 
tea afterwards.    EVERYONE 
WELCOME.  
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Using Geochemistry to 
Understand the Connection of 
Inland and Coastal Aquifers in 

Western Hawai‘i
By F. Tillman

Just south of the airport and 
just north of Kailua-Kona on 

western coast of the Big Island of 
Hawai‘i lies the beautiful Kaloko-
Honokohau National Historical 
Park (KAHO), part of the U.S. 
National Park Service.  KAHO was 
established in 1978 to preserve, 
interpret, and perpetuate traditional 
Native Hawaiian culture and 
activities, including the preservation 
of a variety of culturally and 
ecologically significant water 
resources.  The water in KAHO is 
considered a cultural resource, as it 
made possible the settlement of this 
arid region by Native Hawaiians.  
KAHO contains (1) two large 
ancient Hawaiian fishponds, the 15-
acre ‘Aimakapā Fishpond and the 
11-acre Kaloko Fishpond; (2) more 
than 180 known anchialine pools, 
which are small brackish coastal 
pools that lack 
a surface 
connection to 
the ocean but are 
hydro log ica l ly 
connected to 
groundwater and 
the ocean through 
a permeable 
aquifer; and (3) 
627 acres of 
marine waters 
that support 
coral reefs, marine 
turtles, fishes, 
i n v e r t e b r a t e s , 
and marine mammals. KAHO 
water bodies provide habitat for 
1 threatened, 11 endangered, 
and 3 candidate threatened or 
endangered species.  The Kona area 
of western Hawai‘i is rapidly being 
developed and the quality of coastal 

groundwater in KAHO may be 
affected by pumping in the inland 
groundwater system.  Since 1970, 
western Hawai‘i has experienced 
a population increase of about 83 
percent and the fastest economic 
growth on Hawai‘i Island.  At issue 
among stakeholders in the area is 
whether urban development over, 
or withdrawals of freshwater from, 
the inland groundwater system 
will adversely affect the 
coastal system, which 
itself supplies municipal, 
agricultural, and industrial 
water uses and sustains 
aquatic resources.  In 2013, 
the U.S. Park Service filed 
a petition with the state 
Commission on Water 
Resource Management 
to ask that they begin 
regulating groundwater 
pumping in the inland 
system out of concern that 
existing and planned wells 
would threaten KAHO’s 
ecosystems.
Inland groundwater exists adjacent 

to and inland 
from the 
coastal system, 
and is created 
by a low-
pe rmeab i l i t y 
s u b s u r f a c e 
geologic feature 
of uncertain 
origin that 
separates the 
two systems. 
C u r r e n t l y , 

the extent of 
the hydrologic 
c o n n e c t i o n 

between the inland and coastal 
systems is uncertain.  Previous studies 
and interpretations had assumed 
that the inland groundwater and 
coastal systems are hydrologically 
connected.  However, more recent 
information from deep wells could 
be interpreted to suggest that the 

inland groundwater system may 
be hydrologically disconnected 
from the coastal system.  Recently, 
USGS hydrologists collected and 
analyzed water samples in and near 
KAHO to investigate geochemical 
indicators in water that might clarify 
the degree of connection between 
the inland and coastal systems in 
the area.

A total of 73 water samples were 
collected from precipitation, 
ocean, pond, anchialine-pool, and 
well locations in the area during 
both wet-season and dry-season 
conditions.  Results of major-ion, 
trace-element, and rare-earth-
element water chemistry for most 
coastal-system samples indicated 
mixing between ocean water and 
freshwater that is chemically similar 
to inland system groundwater. It 
could not be concluded from these 
data, however, that the source of 
freshwater in the coastal samples 
was definitely from the inland 
groundwater system and not just 
from coastal groundwater recharge 
derived from local precipitation that 
results in freshwater similar to inland 
groundwater. Other water chemistry 
results, including strontium-isotope 
analyses, also revealed that some 
coastal groundwater sites were 
potentially a mix of inland-system 

groundwater and ocean water, 
but were also not conclusive with 
respect to the source of freshwater.  
Taken separately, the different lines 
of geochemical evidence presented 
in this study were consistent with 
some degree of connection between 
the coastal and inland groundwater 
systems, but were not sufficient to 
prove such a connection. Analyses 
of stable isotopes of water, however, 
were conclusive that high-altitude 
recharge was the source of at least 
part of the freshwater in many 
coastal groundwater samples, 
requiring a hydrologic connection 
between the coastal and inland 
systems. While the exact nature 
of the connection between the 
inland and coastal systems is not 
known, interpretation of the stable-
isotope data was consistent with 
the major-ion, trace-element, and 
rare-earth data and, taken together, 
supports the overall conclusion of 
a hydrologic connection between 
the two systems. The USGS study 
estimated that about 25–70% of 
the freshwater component of water 
samples from KAHO was derived 
from the inland groundwater 
system.
In February 2017, the state 
Commission on Water Resource 
Management denied the National 
Park Service’s petition to declare the 
inland groundwater system a state 
groundwater management area, 
thus declining to regulate pumping 
in the inland system.  While 
commissioners did not question the 
findings of the geochemical study, 
they based their determination on 
the fact that current and planned 
pumping in the inland system does 
not meet the threshold of exceeding 
90% of “sustainable yield” of the 
groundwater system.  

A scientist samples water among the 
volcanic rocks.

Standing on the shore at Ka-
loko-Honokohau National Park
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Arivaca Creek Trail

by David Manning

It's March. Let's continue our explora-
tion of trails in Buenos Aires Nation-

al Wildlife Refuge. The Arivaca Creek 
Trailhead, 3 miles west of Arivaca, is a 
comfortable and mostly level 1 mile loop 
trail along a creek lined mostly with Mes-
quite and Fremont Cottonwood trees.

As we begin our walk we spot several 
deer browsing below the Mesquite trees 
-- Coues White-tailed Deer. One notices 
us. Soon all heads have popped up, in-
tensely looking. They bolt, their white 
tails waving goodbye. 

This part of the trail looks down upon a 
dry creek bed. During the summer mon-
soons it can flow heavily. A few minutes 
later, as we approach the only bench 
along this trail, we hear a loud squeal. 
Above, a fine Red-tailed Hawk launches 
from its perch high in a Cottonwood tree, 
its red tail obvious. We sit and look about.

There are a few birds in the nearby bush-
es -- a male and female Cardinal, some 
sparrows and a Hermit Thrush with heav-
ily spotted breast and reddish-brown tail. 
They keep dropping down to the dry 
creek. What's so interesting down there? 
We stand for a better look. A black tail 

points skyward  above the sticks and 
stones. Hey, a skunk. Its nose probes 
among the debris in a slight depression. 
It lifts its head and walks about. It's a 
Striped Skunk, one of 4 Skunk species 
that can be seen on the Refuge. Unaware 
of our presence it flops down and preens 
itself. It's a female, a couple teats visible 
through our binoculars. Eventually she 
gets up and waddles into the bushes out 
of sight. Investigating, we discover a tiny 
water hole a few 
inches in diam-
eter. The skunk 
and birds had 
sluiced out a rare 
water source. 

C o n t i n u i n g 
along, the trail 
soon crosses 
the creek where 
about 20 Ravens 
circle overhead, 
talking away. 
Must be some kind of party. A juvenile 
Golden Eagle, white patches under each 
wing and white at the base of the tail, 
seems to be playing chaperone. 

A sign indicates the Mustang Trail going 
off to the left. For a more serious hike one 
can take this 5 mile round trip jaunt up 
to El Cerro with some lovely views. But 
that's not for us today. A while later our 

trail crosses the creek again. Let's detour 
and take a stroll up the dry wash.

Off to the side we detect movement -- a 
snake. Is it a Rattlesnake? We cautiously 
zero in. No, it's a harmless Sonoran Go-
pher Snake. As we take some pictures, it 
hisses and strikes at us, a characteristic 
of this species.  We back off and leave it 
in peace.

Two butterflies. One lands on the 
ground nearby 
-- a Mourning 
Cloak. The oth-
er alights a little 
farther away -- 
the lovely deep 
indigo Pipevine 
S w a l l o w t a i l . 
These are 2 of 
over 250 species 
recorded in SE 
Arizona. This 
spring weather 
brings out these 

fluttering gems.

A screech overhead, similar to that of 
the Red-tailed Hawk, draws our atten-
tion upward. A dark hawk with a banded 
tail flies off from a ball of sticks, its nest. 
It's a Zone-tailed Hawk, just back from 
its winter home to the south. It returns to 
our area each spring to breed, laying eggs 

high in its Cottonwood nest.

We return to the trail and soon find our-
selves back at the bench for a rest. A Gila 
Woodpecker has joined the water lov-
ing birds with its noisy yarp, yarp, yarp 
voice. There are also a couple of North-
ern Mockingbirds hanging about.

Continuing on, we notice something am-
bling ahead of us on the trail. As we get 
closer we discover that it's a Mexican 
Opossum, not commonly seen and usu-
ally active only at night. Its back left leg 
is a bit gimpy. It leaves the trail, cross-
es the creek bed casually munching at 
things along its way. What an interesting 
mammal, short legs, pointy nose, tiny 
ears, prehensile tail, the only marsupial in 
North America. The females entire litter 
of up to 14 could fit in a teaspoon. They 
remain in mom's pouch about 2 months. 

 Finally we are back at the trailhead and 
a picnic table. Snacking, we discuss our 
walk and the fascinating observations, 
while at the same time being alert to our 
surroundings. One of us spots a coyote 
loping across the parking lot. It sees us 
but appears indifferent, finally disappear-
ing in the bushes.

This trail is easy and pleasant at any time 
of the year. Check it out and enjoy anoth-
er highlight on the Refuge.
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Against all Odds

On a near-perfect path to another ex-
tinction of a mass loss of life on our 

planet, this time, including humans, we 
walk this path all too casually at full pace 
apparently in total ignorance and deni-
al of its reality and our geologic history 
that records five great extinctions. The 
Permian Period extinction of 251 million 
years ago eliminated at least 90% of the 
life forms then existing. This event was 
driven by rapid climate change that de-
fines our earth’s present vulnerability. 
Our present planet’s state indicates that 
it parallels rather well the precursors for 
this past extinction. We have received 
many repeated warnings of a forthcom-
ing grand earth-wide extinction, yet, we 
continue fighting many political and so-
cial battles of little or no significance in 
securing our very existence. Add to this 
that many of our energy and environmen-
tal policies are very ecologically destruc-
tive. This includes the search for more 
fossil fuels for meeting our increasing en-
ergy demands and keeping our economy 
going. Whoa! Burning fossil fuels at this 
time can only accelerate the march to-
ward our planet’s extinction number six. 
We are an endangered species nearing 
irreversible tipping points that will end 
in catastrophe. Does life’s continuance 
not matter!? Conclusion: we must stop 
using fossil fuels, prevent methane gas 
releases, and develop alternative sources 
of energy, which must include the nuclear 
choice. If we elect not to honor these rec-
ommendations, then the likely chance of 
a Permian-like extinction increases great-
ly. To wager the planet and its inhabitants 
on the continued use of burning fossil fu-
els, is not a wise move.

Think about this. Previous extinctions 
were void of “intelligent” species to 
combat catastrophe, but extinction num-
ber six is well on its way with billions of 
“intelligent” humans on board. But like 
all past species, we move helplessly for-
ward, unable to counter the dark realities 
of planetary life within a solar system. 
Our species moniker of homo sapiens is 
a misnomer as we find ourselves totally 
unable to apply the human wisdom to 
take urgent action to prevent extinction, 
or even to delay it for many millennia. 

If survival is our Vision, we have no 
choice but to focus on reversing our 
course on multiple fronts at wartime 
speed. In face of insurmountable odds, 
we must gather all able young and senior 

bodies on this planet to covenant for the 
cause of our continued existence. This 
covenant will require a pledge of our 
lives, our compassion, our security, and 
our sacred honor as a gift to those who 
follow us. Nothing is more important to 
our continued existence than accepting 
this level of commitment. Nothing! This 
focus must occupy our minds, daily and 
universally.

The present body of humans finds itself 
unable to govern in full view of its own 
demise, having regulated itself securely 
within a corporate oligarchy that ignores 
the consent of We The People, which will 
take a social revolution of some consider-
able scale to reconcile. We are well aware 
of coming events of irreversible ecolog-
ical tsunamis that will take our civiliza-
tion down, yet, we are unable to take con-
trol of our destiny. Our greatest reasoning 
minds, who have given us many gifts of 
powerful knowledge and understandings, 
have placed before us the opportunity to 
extend our personal and species longev-
ity in great measures, and to reach well 
into the cosmos in unending adventures 
to secure our continued existence and the 
greater well-being of all.

We must understand and accept the reali-
ty that we are the authors of our destiny in 
giving life its meaning and purpose. Let’s 
hope that we are not unwittingly writing 
the last chapter of the life of homo sapi-
ens, which, by the way, would not be read 
by any other human.

We must assume and Declare an Unalien-
able Right to a Sustainable Future, on a 
planet in a World civilization worth in-
heriting, mindful of the universal value 
that one’s Happiness is connected to the 
Happiness of all others. Such a declared 

covenant must be seen as an investment 
in The People, by The People, and for 
The People. This Vision must never be 
surrendered at any cost, against all odds.

We call upon the words of Winston Chur-
chill, who on May 13 1940, as England’s 
Prime Minister, addressed the House of 
Commons concerning Europe’s and En-
gland’s war of survival against Nazi tyr-
anny:

“ We are in the preliminary stage of one 
of the greatest battles in history. I would 
say to the House as I said to those who 
have joined this government: I have 
nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and 
sweat. We have before us many, many 
long months of struggle and suffering… 
You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in 
one word: Victory at all costs - victory in 
spite of terror - victory, however long and 
hard the road may be, for without victory 
there is no survival.”

This message rings true for today’s bat-
tle against life’s extinction. What this 
message lacks is a spokesperson for our 
times. We urge - no, we demand -, the 
emergence of leaders and heroes who are 
willing to sacrifice political power and 
personal security in the name of Victo-
ry against all odds, with no guarantee of 
compensation other than the rewards of 

personal service in the cause of securing 
our unalienable Right to a Sustainable 
Life, Security, and the Pursuit of Mean-
ing. To such an emergence, it is certain, 
that the World’s People would support 
in such numbers that our usual social 
concerns would drop out of sight behind 
the World’s gathering for transformative 
existential experiences and actions that 
avoid the dark realities of extinction. It 
is in this moral and adventurous cause 
that we all will become heroes who do 
what must be done when it must be done, 
regardless of the consequences, in hon-
or of things unknown that serve human 
accomplishments and wonders yet to be 
imagined.

Think of this winning situation that 
avoids the ashes of living by fate: The 
World’s People consenting to a Vision of 
Victory for all the inhabitants on earth, 
with no guarantee of rewards, save for 
the rewards of a life of personal service 
on behalf of those here now and those 
who must follow. Our destiny could be 
in no better hands and we would be man-
ifesting that we are indeed homo sapiens, 
first class, and masters of our species’ 
fate, against all odds.

by Paul Taylor



Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Fundraiser at

cAsino rurAl
Perhaps the luck o’ the Irish will be with you! Win prizes, play 
casino games, enjoy some traditional Irish food and enjoy this 

historic gambling hall decked out in Western flair!

We’ll have:
                                              -Craps table
             -Slot machines
             -Roulette wheel
             -Card games

Saturday, March 17th at Casino Rural in downtown Arivaca.  Food, 
casino chips and all the fun you can have for a $10 donation. ALL 

proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts 501 (c)(3)

Extraordinary Owls

by Emily Bishton

When I first became a bird-watcher, I 
was drawn to owls because of their 

unique appearance.  Later I was fascinated 
to learn that every one of their facial and 
body features work together to make them 
one of the most incredible hunters in the 
bird world.  

Like other nocturnal animals, their eyes 
have more rods than ours, so they can see 
clearly in very little light.  To understand 
how large an owl’s eyes are in relation to 
their skull, clench your fist.  That’s how 
big your eyes would be if you were an owl!  
Also, their eyes are shaped like long ovals 
rather than being round, and are fixed in 
the socket so they can’t rotate to look up, 
down, and sideways like ours can.  Luck-
ily, owls have 14 neck vertebrate (twice 
as many as us), and can turn their head 
270 degrees.  Because of this, some peo-
ple think that owls can turn their head all 
the way around like a character from The 
Exorcist.  That’s not true, but just imagine 
for a moment if you could keep your body 
facing forward while looking all the way 
over your shoulder to see what is directly 
behind you- pretty cool, huh.

Also, some people think that owls have a 
quizzical look because they tilt their head 
from side to side as they look around them.  
That’s not true either, but leads me to an-
other amazing feature: their ears, which 
are also large and located asymmetrically 
on the sides of their skull.  One is set high 
and one low, so when owls appear to look 
quizzically, they’re just tilting their head to 
hear more accurately.  The super-sensitivi-
ty of their ears, combined with their ability 

to flex their facial feathers to funnel even 
the slightest sound there, has led to some 
incredible discoveries, including that Barn 
Owls can quickly find prey while blind-
folded in a pitch-dark place, using only 
their ears.

That reminds me of another amazing ad-
aptation: the leading edges of their wing 
feathers are like a soft fringe or fine-tooth 
comb, which gives owls the ability to fly 
slowly and silently.  They can fly at low 
speeds that would cause most birds to fall 
out of the sky, and with the sound of the 
wind over their wings completely mut-
ed.   I’ve been startled in the daytime by 
Barn Owls on multiple occasions, includ-
ing twice here in Arivaca, when they flew 
right over my head, yet all I saw was their 
shadow passing.  Pity the poor prey animal 
spotted by an owl’s super-vision and hear-
ing, then snuck up on and swooped down 
on without a sound.  And grabbed by talons 
that won’t let them slip away.   Most rap-
tors have four talons on each foot with only 
one that faces backwards, but owls can flex 
one of their talons to face the back or front.  
This, plus the rough, knobby surface on the 
bottom of their toes, ensures a strong grip 
that custom fits to the size and shape of 
their prey.  Yowza. 

Last but not least, not all owls make a hoot-
ing sound.  The most classic hoot is made 
by the Great Horned Owl, but other species 
make calls that sound like a toy truck horn, 
a barking dog, or a bloodcurdling scream 
(my favorite).  There are 11 owl species 
that have been seen during all or part of the 
year in the Arivaca and Buenos Aires NWR 
area, and the next time you see or hear one, 
remember to be happy that you’re not its 
favorite prey!
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Book Review: A Line Becomes A 

River
By Francisco Cantu

Review by Kristen Randall
 
Although this book has only been 
out for about a month, it has already 
generated quite a bit of controver-
sy.  Cantu, a former Border Patrol 
agent, writes a memoir about his 
four years working for the agency 
and then follows up with a story 
about a friend who was deported 
and the fight to let him stay with his 
American family.

Some of the left say that his story 
humanizes Border Patrol agents in a 

way that is harmful to their cause, 
while critics on the right say that his 
sympathy for the plight of migrants 
is misguided or dangerous.

I enjoyed this book because it was 
an honest view of the border from 
the point of view of a person who 
patrolled it.  Although Cantu does 
not use this book to offer solutions, 
it becomes pretty clear that the bor-
der policies of the last few decades 
have been damaging to the border 
zone and to the thousands of lives 
lost in the desert.  

Watching Cantu become hard-
er through his four years with the 
Border Patrol makes me won-
der if all agents go through the 

same process of distancing them-
selves from the humanitarian 
crisis that they face every day. 
 
This book accomplished two very 
important things: it portrayed Bor-
der Patrol agents and migrants as 
people stuck in a vicious cycle per-
petuated by terrible policy and pol-
iticians who do not feel a sense of 
urgency to solve the problem.  

Francisco Cantu will be speaking 
at the Tucson Festival of Books on 
Sunday, March 11th at 1PM.
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HELP SUPPORT THE ARIVACA ACTION CENTER AND ITS 
EARLY LEARNING CENTER

ARIZONA TAX CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR 2017

The Arivaca Action Center is a QUALIFYING CHARITABLE ORGA-
NIZATION with the AZ Dept of Revenue.  This means you can donate 
to support the center and its Early Learning Center program by making 
a donation of up to $400/individual or $800/joint and receive credit to-
ward any AZ state income tax (form 321).  Donations can be claimed 
if made before April 15, 2018.  Help support the center and put your 
money to work here in our community!  Checks payable to ARIVACA 
ACTION CENTER, may be mailed to PO BOX 457, ARIVACA, AZ 
85601.  We thank you for your continued support. 

BUY FRESH, BUY LOCAL! Sup-
port all Arivaca Local Businesses!   

Come visit Marian's Market, Arivaca's 
Local Farmer and Artisan Market. 

Arivaca's farmer's market is open every 
Saturday from 9-'til…The wonderful 
rain in February helped all of the Ariva-
ca greenery, including spring gardens.

Expected Vendors for March:

The Arivaca Community Garden has 
fresh picked organic veggies every 
week. This month greens should be 
available. Dates and Eggs too.

Careless Coyote has pickled products 
and jams. Sandra uses local ingredients 
as much as possible. She has been bring 
some Arizona grown vegetables while 
all of the gardens recoup.

Jay's Garden Variety hopes to be back 
this spring with greens and herbs. Spe-
cial orders for pies, breads and treats 
can be called to Jay 520-460-0303.

Francisca Ortiz “the tamale lady” will 
be at Marian's Market on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays. Get there early because her 
Tamales are an Arivaca favorite. 

Monica has jars of jellies. She often has 
honey and other garden favorites.

Look for new vendors each week and 
out on the street. Do you make bread? 
Why not think about joining Marian's 
Market on Saturdays.

See you Saturdays.

The meeting of the people interest-
ed in “Regenerating Arivaca” was 

held on Feb 4th. Next meeting is March 
4th at 5 PM at the Arivaca Community 
Center. The meeting is every first Sun-
day at 5 PM and starts with a Pot Luck.

The Arivaca Memories and Music Fes-
tival was discussed. It was decided by 
the many people who helped with this 
event to have another in 2019. A meet-
ing will be held in March to start the 
planning. Watch for an announcement.

Everyone would like to see a Family 
Picnic in the Park after the 4th of July 

parade. Plans will start being made for 
an Arivaca picnic soon.

The Regenerating Arivaca Group is 
putting together a plan for helping get 
yours and our gardens started. If your 
garden needs irrigation supplies please 
come to the next meeting to discuss 
your needs. The group is planning to 
purchase organic garden soil too. The 
expectation is to have some of the vege-
tables grown with these supplies donat-
ed for canning purposes. It's also ok to 
just join in on the group buy.

Sandra of Careless Coyote is teaching 
canning at the Arivaca Community 
Center, so there is a perfect opportu-
nity to have locally grown vegetables 
canned. From the donated vegetables, 
the expectation is to have some of the 
finished products donated to Human 
Resource and the Community Center 
for lunch programs. You can join San-
dra's classes with out being part of the 
donation program.

Watch for well being classes to be held 
in the neat future. There are several 
classes in the works.

Thank you all for helping to grow Ari-
vaca into a Sustainable Community.  
Look for meeting flyers at the library, 
at La Guitana, on Facebook, and other 
bulletin boards around town. We are 
trying to reclaim the use of the post of-
fice for bulletins.

THE EYE MOBILE WILL BE IN 
ARIVACA ON MARCH 24TH, 2018!

Arivaca Area Health Services will be 
sponsoring the visit of the Arizona 

Medical Eye Mobile again this year.  The 
Eye Mobile will be at the Arivaca Action 
Center on Saturday, March 24, 2018. 

Dr. Richard Marcello will again pro-
vide the eye examinations, which are 
by appointment only.  Exams will be 
scheduled at 15 minute intervals during 
the following hours: 8:00-11:30 am and 
after lunch, from 1:30-3:30 pm.  Each 
person will be examined for eye dis-
eases such as Glaucoma, Cataracts, and 
Diabetic Retinopathy.  Prescriptions for 

glasses will be provided, but not for con-
tact lens.

The cost of the examination is still $40, 
cash only.  To schedule an appointment, 
please contact Julie Beal by phone at 
398-2160 or by email at: bealjulie14@
gmail.com.  Once the schedule is filled, 
names will be taken for the waiting list.  
Appointment reminders will be provid-
ed by phone or email during the week 
preceding March 24th. 

The Lions Vision Center, the Odd Fel-
lows & Rebekahs of Arizona, and the 
AZ Ophthalmological Society together 
provide this service to rural communi-
ties in Arizona.  Ophthalmologists in 
private practice volunteer their services 
and receive no remuneration. 

Thanks to everyone who attended the 
concert by Foday Musa Suso, griot and 
kora master of the Mandingo people, 
in our garden on Feb. 18th.  It was fun 
having our place filled with music and 
friends!   Uno & Emily
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SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Primary Care 
• Pediatric Care 
• Enrollment Services 
• Free Transportation to and from     
  UCHC appointments 
• Free home delivery pharmacy 
services through PharmBlue  

Donald Smith, MD 
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(520) 407-5500 
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Melva Eloise Nystrom Robin

August 29, 1923 – December 3, 2017

Melva was born to Milton and Delecia 
Nystrom in Shively, California, the 

second of 4 children. After 
graduation from Healdsberg 
High School, with honors, 
she obtained her cosmetolo-
gy license, and had a ‘chair’ 
in her home where she 
worked as a hair dresser.

On October 21, 1942 she 
married   Robert Robin.  
They were married for 49 ½ 
years before his passing 25 
years ago.  She and Robert 
had 3 sons and 1 daughter, 
Michael from Goldhill, OR, 
Dennis (Patty) from Fort Wayne, IN, and 
Delecia Reynolds (Roy) from Gatesville, 
TX.  And son Daniel (Linda) from Salinas, 
CA, who preceded her in death. They raised 
3 nieces and a nephew, Janice Rosenberg 
(Leland) of Medford, OR. Elizabeth Mer-
rell of Grants Pass OR. Robin Marie and 
Larry who also preceded her is death. Also 
preceding her in death are brothers Mil-
ton, and Kenneth.  Melva is survived by 
sister Joan Wood, as well as many grand-
children, great grandchildren, 8 great great 
great grandchildren, and several nieces and 
nephews. Plus having several others under 
the ‘Robin’s wings’ over the years.  

In 1959 she and Robert moved to the Ore-
gon ‘Wilderness’ where the family togeth-
er built a log cabin and log barn. In the pi-
oneer spirit they raised dairy goats, rabbits, 
calves, chicken and pigs, ducks, pheasants, 
quail, and geese.  Melva made cheese, 
bread and canned and raised all of their 
food.  As the family grew and flew from 
the ‘Robin Nest’ Bob and Melva moved to 
Arizona where they built an adobe cabin 
and mined for gold and other minerals.  
Later they moved into Arivaca where Mel-
va lived for the next 41 years.

Melva has had many special friends along 
her life’s way, more than most it seems 
due to her warm and loving nature and her 
open heart and door. She has been a special 
friend to those who were privileged to have 

known her.

In the 90’s she hosted the 
Audubon Society Reps 
each morning at 6:00am on 
her back porch where they 
banded and counted her 
hummingbirds.  They asked 
many questions about what 
she and learned and observed 
about their habits, this went 
on during the summer for 4 
or 5 years, and she was given 
appreciation and honorable 
mention in several of their 

publications.

From Melva, ‘To those she loved”
“If ever I should leave you
 Whom I love,
To go along the silent way
 Grieve not,
Nor speak of me with tears, 
But laugh and talk of me
As if I were beside you there.
(I’d come-I’d come
Could I but find a way!
But would not tears and grief
 Be barriers?)
And when you hear a song
 Or see a bird I loved,
Please do not let thoughts of me
 Be sad……For I am
Loving you, just as I always have…
You were so good to me!
There are so many things I wanted still to 
do…
So many things to say to you…
Remember that I did not fear…
It was just leaving you that was
 So hard to face…
We cannot see Beyond…But this I knew..
I loved you so-twas heaven here with you!”

Arivaca Human Resource Group would 
like to thank all of the volunteers who 

have help prepare our hot meals.  We al-
ways need more people to help prepare 
these meals, so if you are able to volunteer 
3 to 4 hours a day, please call or come in.

A special thanks to everyone who stepped 
up to help us while Mike, our kitchen coor-
dinator was ill.

Renovation for our food pantry and storage 
area is continuing.  We will soon have an 

improved area for food storage.  However, 
while this renovation is in process, we have 
very limited storage for clothing donations.  
Save any further winter clothing donations 
until this fall, or, if storage is a problem, 
please donate them to the White Elephant.

January 2018 services provided

Volunteer Hours:    519

Hot meals prepared/delivered:  1480

Burrito Bus rides:  21
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The Magical Fireplace

by Sterling Kopke

When I was very young I had no 
thoughts of a fireplace until it came 

around Christmas time. How was I going 
to get Christmas presents when we had no 
fireplace for Santa to come down & get 
into the house. 

In 1942 when I was 8 years old my Dad 
built us a new home. In the very center of 
the house was a beautiful 8’ gray & brown 
sandstone fireplace. Now, I had a place to 
hang my Christmas stocking & a way for 
Santa to come in. I lived in that house for 
almost 10 years. I have countless memo-
ries sitting in front of that fireplace, eating 
popcorn, warming myself while listening 
to Mr. Keen Tracer of Lost Persons or the 
Kraft Hour on the radio. Other times it was 
just sitting there being mesmerized by the 
colorful flames dancing up the chimney. I 
remember one time we had a very bad ice 
storm that knocked out the power for sev-
eral days. No one in the neighborhood had 
heat. Luckily we had our fireplace. After a 
couple of days we ran out of wood. Dad 
decided to try coal that he had for his work-
shop. Coal can give off poisonous gases & 
kill you. Our fireplace had a good draft & 
Dad thought it would be OK. We gave it 
a try & had no ill effects. Now coal is an 
altogether different ballgame. It burns slow 
& gives off a whole different set of rainbow 
colors from blue to orange-red. It turns into 
a straw orange nugget for a long period & 
then dulls to a clinker. That was the first & 
last time I have ever had a coal fire.

I graduated from high  school in 1952, 
married & in 1966 we moved to Tucson. 
I rented for a few years. In July 1971 I 
bought my present home & have lived here 
for 46 years. Again I have nice 8’ fireplace. 
My 9 children have grown up & gone. We 
have used this fireplace every year for 46 
years. Eating popcorn, watching the flames 
& just the coziness of sitting around the fire 
watching TV. 

In the 46 years I have never bought a stick 
of wood. I always scrounged enough from 
my adventures & local scrap wood. In 1972 
I bought a 1967 Chevy ¾ ton pickup. I used 
it for my adventures & to find firewood. At 
this time FICO, south of Tucson, had plant-
ed hundreds of acres of pecan trees. They 
planted then close together with the inten-
tion that when they got bigger they remove 
every other one. That point came in the 
mid 1970’s. They took out every other tree 
& dragged them to the side of the grove. 
The tree trunks were 8”-10” in diameter. 
To get rid of them they let people come in 

& cut all the wood they wanted for free. 
Pecan wood burns very hot & leaves little 
ash. I cut & burned a lot of pecan. There 
was so much that I cut & sold it, delivered 
& stacked for $50 a cord. This would be 
probably be equivalent to about $500 to-
day. A cord is 4’x4’x8’. When you talk 
about fireplace wood it is fireplace length, 
18”-20” x 4’ high x 16’ long. FICO stopped 
giving the wood away. Now you can still 
go to FICO & buy it for so much a pound. 

About this same time, I am told, the Bue-
nos Aires Ranch was complaining to the 
state that they would no longer lease graz-
ing land for 5 cents an acre unless the state 
would let them bulldoze down the mesquite 
trees. They claimed a Mesquite trees were 
keeping the grass from growing. Apparent-
ly the state okayed this plan. They took 2 
D8 bulldozers, put a chain between them & 
knocked down several sections of Mesquite 
for a few years. The trees just laid on the 
ground & anyone could go in there & cut 
all they wanted for free. Mesquite makes 
a beautiful fire with lasting coals.  Some 
of the Honey Mesquite trees were 8”-12” 
in diameter & more.  I bought a trailer for 
the truck. I could get a cord of wood on 
the truck & a cord on the trailer. I would 
get one of my kids or helper. I would be in 
the area about daylight Saturday morning. 
I had a Homelite Super XL12, 16” chain 
saw. I could cut Mesquite faster than my 
helper could load it. We would cut 2 cords 
of wood, drive back to Tucson & deliver 
& stack the wood for $55 a cord. I adver-
tised in the Dandy Dime & had plenty of 
customers. I would gas up my truck, sharp-
en my chain saw & be back down Sunday 
morning & do the same thing. I remember 
one frosty morning, I got down there just 
before dawn. I could just make out the fall-
en trees & I sailed into them cutting. The 
sun finally came over the mountain & the 
steam was rolling off my back like I was 
on fire. That winter I cut, sold & stacked 80 
cords of wood for $50-$55 cord of wood & 
grossed over $4000. Of course that was the 
time when money had value. Now I strug-
gle to cut a wheelbarrow load of wood. 

Right after this period the state decided 
Mesquite was an endangered species of 
wood & you could no longer cut it on state 
land. After a while they opened it up for 
some cutting but you had to have a permit. 
I got out of the wood business. I under-
stand the wood started going to California 
on big semis & it was selling for $180 a 
cord. I don’t know what it sells for now. 
I still enjoy my fireplace. I love sitting by 
my wife watching the flames mesmerize 
me & dance up the chimney.  I hope I can 
enjoy it until the end of my days. 

Extraordinary Owls

by Emily Bishton

When I first became a bird-watcher, I 
was drawn to owls because of their 

unique appearance.  Later I was fascinated 
to learn that every one of their facial and 
body features work together to make them 
one of the most incredible hunters in the 
bird world.  

Like other nocturnal animals, their eyes 
have more rods than ours, so they can see 
clearly in very little light.  To understand 
how large an owl’s eyes are in relation to 
their skull, clench your fist.  That’s how 
big your eyes would be if you were an owl!  
Also, their eyes are shaped like long ovals 
rather than being round, and are fixed in 
the socket so they can’t rotate to look up, 
down, and sideways like ours can.  Luck-
ily, owls have 14 neck vertebrate (twice 
as many as us), and can turn their head 
270 degrees.  Because of this, some peo-
ple think that owls can turn their head all 
the way around like a character from The 
Exorcist.  That’s not true, but just imagine 
for a moment if you could keep your body 
facing forward while looking all the way 
over your shoulder to see what is directly 
behind you- pretty cool, huh.

Also, some people think that owls have a 
quizzical look because they tilt their head 
from side to side as they look around them.  
That’s not true either, but leads me to an-
other amazing feature: their ears, which 
are also large and located asymmetrically 
on the sides of their skull.  One is set high 
and one low, so when owls appear to look 
quizzically, they’re just tilting their head to 
hear more accurately.  The super-sensitivi-
ty of their ears, combined with their ability 

to flex their facial feathers to funnel even 
the slightest sound there, has led to some 
incredible discoveries, including that Barn 
Owls can quickly find prey while blind-
folded in a pitch-dark place, using only 
their ears.

That reminds me of another amazing ad-
aptation: the leading edges of their wing 
feathers are like a soft fringe or fine-tooth 
comb, which gives owls the ability to fly 
slowly and silently.  They can fly at low 
speeds that would cause most birds to fall 
out of the sky, and with the sound of the 
wind over their wings completely mut-
ed.   I’ve been startled in the daytime by 
Barn Owls on multiple occasions, includ-
ing twice here in Arivaca, when they flew 
right over my head, yet all I saw was their 
shadow passing.  Pity the poor prey animal 
spotted by an owl’s super-vision and hear-
ing, then snuck up on and swooped down 
on without a sound.  And grabbed by talons 
that won’t let them slip away.   Most rap-
tors have four talons on each foot with only 
one that faces backwards, but owls can flex 
one of their talons to face the back or front.  
This, plus the rough, knobby surface on the 
bottom of their toes, ensures a strong grip 
that custom fits to the size and shape of 
their prey.  Yowza. 

Last but not least, not all owls make a hoot-
ing sound.  The most classic hoot is made 
by the Great Horned Owl, but other species 
make calls that sound like a toy truck horn, 
a barking dog, or a bloodcurdling scream 
(my favorite).  There are 11 owl species 
that have been seen during all or part of the 
year in the Arivaca and Buenos Aires NWR 
area, and the next time you see or hear one, 
remember to be happy that you’re not its 
favorite prey!
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Arivaca Early Learning Center

March Update

Hello friends!  We want to share some 
of our learning adventures with you, 

thanks for reading!

We are loving 
the rain and dirt 
and mud.  The 
toddlers really 
enjoy spend-
ing time on the 
riding toys and 
digging in the 

sandbox.  They are making beautiful but-
terfly artwork with their handprints.  The 
preschoolers continue to study worms and 
are loving drawing and writing in their 
Worm Journals.  

Inside everyone loves reading books, get-
ting dressed up and serving tea and coffee, 
and painting.  
The children 
have master-
pieces hang-
ing on all the 
walls.  Stop by 
to walk around 
our art muse-
um and say hello to the artists!

The preschoolers are growing seeds and 
putting down their observations and ideas 
into seed books.  Our classrooms have egg 
carton caterpillars crawling up the walls.

Special notes:  If you stop by and the 
parking lot is marked off with cones or a 
cable, please just park in the front lot and 
walk around.  We will be closed for Spring 
Break March 12-16.

Wishing you all a happy spring!

Poor Gun Control- Death’s Muster Roll

Excuse me sir, can you sell me a gun?
Sure son, what sort of gun do you want?

Well, I just want a little one that fits in my hand.
Son, you’re thinking like a girl, you need big!

But, but, I only need a little gun that fits in my hand!
Son, you’re not thinking right, big is always better.

How about an AR 15, America’s favorite semi auto weapon?
it comes with two thousand rounds of free ammunition.
Please sir; I just want a little gun that fits in my hand!
Son, listen to me, when you buy a gun here you get

free targets and a membership application to the NRA.
Son, I see you’re a High school student so I have a great deal for you,
a slightly used AK 47 that was captured from a soldier in Afghanistan, 

comes with one thousand rounds of armor piercing ammunition.
Listen you ‘trigger mouth’; I only want a small gun that fits in my hand!

Ok, ok, I hear you; I have the ideal weapon for you, the UZI .22 cal pistol,
It’s semi automatic, forty round magazine, a real killer with a killer deal.

I don’t need a pistol like that; a six shot .45 cal is all I need!
Son, don’t waste your money on useless crap like that,

for fifty dollars more I have a nine shot .45 pistol, a real steal.
OK, OK, sounds like a good deal, want to load it for me?

Sure son, do you want hollow nose or armor piercing rounds?
Just load the freaking gun, you ‘dip stick’.

Will you be paying by cash or card?
First, let me feel the balance of my new gun, hmm, perfect.

Son, why are you pointing the pistol at your head?
Oh no! He blew his brains out, man what a mess,                                                                                           

blood and brains everywhere.
Oh shit, now the cops will close us down for the day, 

what an inconsiderate bastard! 

SHAME, SHAME, SHAME, WORDS WON’T FIX THIS BLITE, WE NEED 
LEADERSHIP WITH THE COURAGE TO CREATE CHANGE.     John D. Coutts
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Arivaca Stories 

by Hard Rock Bob

Over the years, when I became a trea-
sure hunter and gold prospector, I 

heard several interesting stories concern-
ing the Arivaca area.  

The first story I’ve titled “The Engineer’s 
Gold”, because it involved a man who 
worked for Hughe’s Aircraft Co. ( known 
as Raytheon to-
day), south of 
Tucson on the 
old Nogales 
Highway.

My mother and 
I were selling a 
pizza oven at the 
property where 
we once had a 
restaurant and an 
interesting event 
took place.  We 
learned the man 
that was buying 
our equipment, 
had been brought 
up in Nogales.  
Somehow our 
conversation got 
around to Ariva-
ca, where he told us mines were covered up 
on a ridge southwest of town.     

I was astounded by his claim, and he went 
into more detail concerning the area he 
was discussing.  He related that his step 
dad was once an engineer at Hughes.   For 
whatever reason, he became interested in 
Father Kino’s lost mines.  Eventually, his 
step dad went to the archives in Spain 
where he obtained copies of detailed maps 
of the Arivaca area.

In 1958, the engineer explored an area 
where he found large, iron cauldrons, the 
Spaniards had used to melt gold into bars.   
Besides the melting pots, there were a 
number of arrastras (ore crushers) at this 
location, used to separate the rich, gold ore 
taken from their mines.  He described them 
as being very large with the trunk of tree 
in the middle, that had a forged, iron, pin 
used to mount the cross beam, attached to 
the drag stone.   The other end was tied by a 
harness to a mule or burro, used to pull the 
grinding stone to crush the ore.

Again, from what I could discern from his 
description,  this location was somewhere 
off of the Tres Bellotas Road.

While the engineer was combing the area, 
his step son said he found a huge mass of 

precious metal that had accumulated from 
a crack in one of the cauldrons.   He also, 
dug under the flat stones covering the bot-
tom of the arrastras, where he recovered a 
large amount of fine gold.

There’s no doubt the story was true, be-
cause the man’s stepfather took him there 
later, and he showed him the location.  
While there, he said you could see where 
there was a slumped in area exposing the 

location of a hidden mine on the ridge 
above.

If this location was ever discovered again, 
it would make a good place to use a mod-
ern detector, because detectors used back 
then weren’t as efficient as they are today 
and it’s possible find something that was 
missed. 

Another story that comes to mind, is what I 
titled in my book “Arizona Gold”, “Weld-
er’s Wife Gold”.  

Way back in the  60’s a nurse lived on the 
property owned by Geo Audish and his 
wife.  For years, he was a prominent busi-
ness man, who owned a welding shop in 
Tucson.  In fact, my dad worked for him, 
in the early 60’s.  

The nurse told me, she eventually became 
good friends with her landlords and she 
learned they had numerous mining claims 
in the Arivaca area that were being leased 
by the Pens Oil Corp. 

She said they would go out to where the 
old Tully Ranch was located near the ruins 
of the miner’s hotel and Oceanic  Mine.  

While they were exploring this particular 
area the nurse was shown the old grave 

yard where she described a grave that had 
been washed out by erosion.  She said the 
remains of man was wearing wire, rim, 
spectacles and high topped, laced, leather  
boots; the kind that was worn in World War 
One.

Then she related the story of Mrs. Aud-
ish finding a rich placer deposit that she 
worked by hand, using a fifty gallon drum 
to store her water.   Before anyone, could 
learn where the woman was getting her 
gold she died in a car wreck on the old No-
gales Highway.

Researching mining claims, on the micro 
fish in both Santa Cruz and Pima County 
recorder’s office might put someone onto a 
rich gold lead.

A few years ago, I went with a mining club 
to the San Luis Mountains where we found 
coarse, gold near the road below the Oce-
anic Mine.   

Nevertheless, I’m not sure if Geo and his 
wife had anything to do with the mine, 
cause it’s owned by the University of Ari-
zona today.  Yet, you can still hunt for nug-
gets in the washes.

This last story took place while the Ocean-
ic Mine was being operated in the 1930’s 
by the Union Carbide Co., I’ve titled “Lost 
Gold of San Luis”.
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A short time later, a geologist from Califor-
nia became acquainted the superintendent 
who worked for the company.  They were 
going to team up to reopen the mine, but 
the owners wouldn’t give them an option, 
and the superintendent died.  Afterwards, 
the geologist  met with some of the family 
members living at the McGee Ranch on the 
southeastern slopes of the Sierrita Moun-
tains.

At this time, the geologist disclosed to the 
group there was a large, pocket of gold the 
superintendent had covered up on the 300 
foot level of the mine.  However, he died 
in a car wreck before disclosing the exact 
location of the hidden stope.

I first heard the story, when a friend related 
to me that they had hired him to shore up 
the old tunnels of the Oceanic Mine.  

He never knew if they found the gold, be-
cause, as soon as he made it possible for 
the miners to reach the area where the gold 
was covered up, they laid him off.

No matter what happened, it’s still possi-
ble to do some panning or running small 
gold machines to concentrate any gold 
you might find in the San Luis placer area 
southwest of Arivaca.  



Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132

Need a custom home built on one of these properties?  Call 398-8132 today!

www.tomhostad.com

Arivaca/Amado Properties

Horse Property, 45X45 Barn w/ turnouts, 42x38 equipment bldg.
         On 10 acres w/ 2715 SF Home
New Adobe Home 4BR on 9 Acres, up to 40 Acres  available
        2 car Garage, Great Views, lots of possibilities 
10 Ac Home updated 2 BR/2 Bath, Metal Roof , Dog Fenced, 
SOLD
----plus 2 story barn  w/ Metal roof & Qtrs  
Town Site 2BR/BA, 7 Lots GST Qtrs $90K
40 Acres 1300 feet off Arivaca Rd  $45K
Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
80 Acres, $95K Papalote Wash
Fix up Cabin w/well-power-Septic, Fenced $55K
Four 5 Acre Parcels $60K for 4
Two 40 Acre Parcels next to Twin Peaks
Two 5 acre parcels off Jalisco $25K each
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky
3 Lots in T.S. $10K
One Acre lot by Cow Palace
Five Acre Parcel 2 Mi S of Cow Palace

Fabric Art

March Featured Artist

Lorraine Armour

Vintage Handbags

Open Thursday, Friday & Sunday 11 am - 4 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm

www.arivacacoop.com

March For Our Lives-Tucson,
In solidarity with Parkland, FL students 

and students all over the country

For some youth, February 14th 
2018 was the last day of their short 
lives, when a terrorist entered their 
school and murdered 17 students 
and teachers.  This massacre was 
different in that the students imme-
diately asked for action.

On March 24th, cities around the 
country will be hosting protests, 
marches and rallies to demand ac-
tion.  The Tucson March is being 
organized by High School stu-

dents across Tucson.  It first be-
gan with the Tucson High Human 
Rights Club and has grown to in-
clude representatives from almost 
every school district in the Val-
ley.  For many of these students, 
this is the first time they have ever 
been civically engaged, and they 
have been doing an amazing job. 
 
The march starts at 10AM at Pueb-
lo Gardens Park with tabling and 
speeches.  The march begins at 
noon, and will finish at the UA mall.

Find out more and DONATE at 
www.kovacsforcongress.com

Paid for by Green Valley Girls for Progress (www.facebook.com/GVProgress) (not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee)
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 for Congressional District 2!

• Kovacs says lower prescription 
drug costs in Mexico is a problem 
that he will fix

• Kovacs vows to keep Social Se-
curity and Medicare strong and 
refuses to raise the retirement age

• Kovacs says AZ should be the so-
lar capital of the world for renew-
able energy and jobs

• Kovacs supports Davis-Monthan 
AFB, will increase soldier pay

Check out Billy’s positions on his newly 
updated website at 

www.billykovacsforcongress.com
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Un-Classifieds

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet individual 
accommodations.  $15 per day.  520-
398-2526. 

FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 BR, 2 
Bath home on the water in the Bahia. All 
necessities furnished. Call 398-9634

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY 
RD  Free rattlesnake rehomeing by R 
D Ayers. Humane alternative to killing 
these valuable predators. 520 820 
2947.

FOR SALE – 1975 GMC 1 ton dually, 
454 cu. in.  Has gooseneck hitch and 
tool box. Runs good.  $3,000 obo.   Call 
(520)820-2947

FOR SALE – 1978 Jeep CJ5 Runs 
Great. New bikini top, New exhaust 
system, New tires, Custom wheels, 
New motor mounts, New upgraded 
radiator. $3,000 obo. Call (520)820-
2947

ACCEPTING DONATIONS!  Arivaca 
Helping Hearts is accepting donations 
for the year!  As a 501(c)3, your donation 
is tax deductible.  So if you need help 
or if you can help, please give us a call!  
260-0963 or stop by Cinderella House/
Bill’s Rock Shop Friday or Saturday.

IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM 
WE CAN HELP Narcotics Anonymous 
meets in Tubac every Thursday 
evening at 6PM at the Tubac 
Community Center, 50 Bridge 
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646  Open to all

PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE:   AF-
FORDABLE (ask me); experienced; 
helps everything! 520-398-2924. 520-
275-2373

EXPERIENCED ADOBE/STUCCO 
builder needed. g.lodro@yahoo.com  
520-398-2924

REGENERATING ARIVACA meeting 
and potluck first Sunday of the month at 
the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.

FIREWOOD-SEASONED MESQUITE 
16” length-Delivered and stacked, 
$300/cord, call 520-425-7625

YARD SALE: MARCH 1-3 9am - 
?. Something for everyone. Major 
downsizing, to much to list. 15140 Old 
Stage Rd, behind the Boys Ranch. 
Watch for signs. Call: 520-305-6956.

CONCERT: JOE BOURNE AND TRIO 
March 3 at 2 PM. Remembering Nat 
King Cole: a rich, smooth jazzy sound 
that resurrects Nat’s classic songs and 
style. Tickets at the door. UU Church in 
Amado Territory, Interstate 19, Exit 48. 
For information call 520-625-1130. 

FREE MOVIE Sat.March 10 at 4pm An 
adventure movie. Children find an old 
board game with a man who was stuck 
inside the game for years. To free the 
man they  must win the game-braving 
giant bugs, scary monkeys and wild 
rhinos!.  See this at the UU Church at 
Amado Territory, Go to Route 19, Exit 
48 East.Call for information call Marilyn 
!-763-226-0391.

AUCTIONS- LIVE, SILENT, 50-50 
RAFFLE on  Friday, March 16 from 
4-6 pm. Collectables, antiques, jewel-
ry, crafts, services, special order foods, 
and more. Appetizers will be served.
Wine will be available. At the UU 
Church in the Amado Territory. Inter-
state19 Exit  48 E For information call 
529-625-1130.

CONCERT: MARCH 31  2PM- 4PM 
Peter Rondstadt of the Rondstadt 
Generations is a post-modern song-
ster from the great American South-
west Along with his Trio, he presents 
traditional Southwestern and Mexican 
songs of his heritage plus innovative 
original music with rich harmoniesl 
Tickets at the door. UU Church in Ama-
do Territory, Interstate 19 Exit 48 East.
For information call 520-648-7956.

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage 
Sale 

2nd Sat - 10am - Arivaca Alive! meeting at 
Arivaca Library

SUNDAYS - 8:30-9:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-
400-9608

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the 
Border Zone:  meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian 
Aid Office.

1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water Coop meet 
at town water yard

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center - 
Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

1st and 3rd Sunday - Board Games for 
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

 3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary 
- at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services - 
4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women & 
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board 
mtg @ Fire House   www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library Book Club 
call 594-5239

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human Resources Group 
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old Schoolhouse

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action 
Center 

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and 
Community Education Assn. At the Library 
594-5235  

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca 
Library - Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on 
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010 
for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after 
school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

5 ELEMENTS HEALTH and EDUCATION

Gina Keegan, MA., SEP.

Life Coach
Massage Practitioner

Trauma, Anger, Depression, Anxiety, Relationship Issues

Individuals, Families, Couples, Groups/Classes

Arivaca/Tucson, AZ
g.lodro@yahoo.com                   520-398-2924

JOYNER-GREEN VALLEY LIBRARY 
PRESENTS:
2017-2018 LOCAL AUTHOR SERIES
John Abraham How To Get The Death You 
Want: A Practical and Moral Guide
2–3 pm • March 6 Author John Abraham 
will review the importance of talking about 
end-of-life decisions, navigating the medi-
cal system and making sure advance direc-
tives are honored.
He’ll also discuss the right-to-die move-
ment, the critical factor of being and having 
a great advocate, the reason some may de-

cide to hasten their death, and much more. 
Humor and levity included. More informa-
tion at www.DeathAndDyingHelp.com
JOYNER-GREEN VALLEY LIBRARY
6 01 NORTH LA CAÑADA DRIVE
 
The Green Valley Community Chorus 
presents “Americana” on Monday, March 
19, at 7:30pm, and on Tuesday, March 20, 
2:30pm, at Valley Presbysterian Church, 
2800 S Camino del Sol, Green Valley.  
Tickets are $15 and can be obtained from 
chorus members, at the door, and also from 

American Hair Fami-
ly Cutters(Sahuarita), 
Creative Edges(Du-
val Road), Donna’s 
Sa lon (Tubac ) ,GV /
Sahuarita Chamber of 
Commerce(Presidio 
Point), Green Valley 
Books(LaCanada) , 
Nancy Pantz(Con-
tinental Plaza), The 
Book Shop(Green Val-
ley Village)  Info:  399-
3261 or www.gcom-
munitychorus.org


