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Some time passed while the 
Civil War was fought in the East 

and the Apaches were fought in the 
West.  When the Apache threat began 
to abate in the early 1870s, settlers 
(mostly miners) began to trickle back 
into the area.
     In 1870 Congress authorized the 
Surveyor General of Arizona to 
investigate the Spanish and Mexican 
land claims and determine which 
were valid.  Poston’s claim was 
contested by some members of the 
Ortiz family.  In 1880, hearings were 
held and a determination was made 
that the grant of Aribac was valid 
and ought to be confirmed.    The 
land grant was surveyed by Deputy 
Surveyor George Roskruge, whose 
map might be considered to be the 
definitive one if it were not for his 
later testimony in the Court of Private 
Land Claims when he admitted that 
he did not have the original corners.  
He said, “I surveyed for two leagues 
of land.  It was left a good deal to me; 
they wanted it for cattle raising in 
that valley.  I used my own judgment 
as to where to locate it.”   It was 
up to Congress to ratify the claim.  
Unfortunately, its decision took years, 

and more legal problems loomed.  
Poston had remained out of the 
country during most of the 1870s, so 
in the absence of any visible owners, 
settlement had started in the Arivaca 
valley.  There were both squatters and 
people who had filed for legal land 
claims and so believed their claims 
were valid.
     Some of the men who established 
themselves in the 1870s included 
Pedro Aguirre, Noah W. Bernard, 
and John Bogan who were to become 
prominent men in the new territory.  
They were not easily put off by the 
absentee landlord, Charles Poston.  
They had come to stay.  Under a  
group of businessmen, including 
Pedro Aguirre,  the Arivac Land and 
Cattle Company was incorporated 
November 16, 1882 specifically 
to engage in stock raising and 
“particularly  for purchasing that 
tract of land in Pima County, Arizona 
Territory, known as the Arivac 
Grant...”  (Articles of incorporation).  
On June 28, 1883, Poston sold out 
to the Arivaca Land and Cattle 
Company.    He had battled for almost 
thirty years to develop the Arivaca 
grant, but not having had residence 
there during the most crucial years, 
had lost his rights.  But who actually 
own the land around Arivaca was 

yet to be determined and would not 
be finalized until 1902 and a court 
case that went all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.
     Noah W. Bernard came West 
with his sister Mamie, who had 
married into the Aguirre family, 
and settled in Arivaca in 1874.  A 
high-reaching gentleman, he quickly 
became involved in mining ventures 
and started a store, known as N.W. 
Bernard and Co.  John Bogan arrived 
a few years later and the two began 
a long lasting partnership in many 
businesses, including their cattle 
business, Bogan and Bernard. Bogan 
and Bernard didn’t let a little thing 
like fuzzy land ownership bother 
them, because in those days only 
the most valuable land was fenced.  
Open range allowed them to develop 
herds and become wealthy ranchers 
even without clear title.   They 
relied on experienced vaqueros, 
like mayordomos Jose Vega and 
later Ramon Ahumada, to manage 
the cattle.   The Sonoran vaquero 
tradition was well established in 
Southern Arizona and cowboys were 
readily available from the families of 
Mexican citizens who came north to 
be employed as cowboys and have a 
chance to own their own ranches.

      “Everybody that could, went 
into the cow business in the 1880s.” 
So stated professor of agriculture 
R.H. Williams in 1920.  In 1880 the 
railroad had come to Arizona and 
with it a greater demand than ever 
before for beef and the means to send 
it to whomever wanted it.  Bogan 
and Bernard took advantage of the 
opportunities afforded them as did 
many others in Territorial Arizona. 
They paid no rent on the open range.  
There was a wealth of free grass 
and lots of water.  The winters were 
mild and, in the 1870s, there was 
plenty of rain. They did not realize 
what destruction the large herds 
would cause by overgrazing. By the 
1890s they had built up a large herd, 
perhaps numbering 15,000 head, and 
become well established in Southern 
Arizona, running cattle on much of 
the land around Arivaca, including 
as far away as Bear Valley.  There 
was competition for the land. Other 
early settlers included John Conti,  
Bernardo Caviglia, Rita Sanchez 
Mora, Phil Ward, Pedro’s nephew 
Indalecio Aguirre, AH Noon, and 
Rafaela Wilbur.  
     Cattle in the early days were tough 
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Helping Ease

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents 
(living within the 85601 zip code).  If you need a little 
help with any of the following expenses, give us a call!

-Propane
-Water company
-Clinic co-pay
-Medical
-Taxes

-Rent
-Gasoline
-Phone
-Auto repair
-Eyeglasses

And other approved expenses

Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
$200 in assistance every six months

Contact us at (520)260-0963, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Stop in at Cinderella House on Friday or Saturday to bring          

invoices from vendors

Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and fre-
quency of disbursals.  Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the 

expense directly to the vendor

Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown        
Arivaca!  Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts.  Check us 

out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822

and hardy and could survive just 
about anywhere.  But ranchers in 
those days did not always understand 
the carrying capacity of the range and 
were not familiar with the climate 
patterns of the desert. The Sonorans 
were familiar with the territory, 
but  most of the Anglos had come 
from wetter climes, and since the 
1870s had apparently been a time of 
frequent rains, they were deluded  
into thinking that this was a land of 
unlimited grass. Ranchers brought 
in Herefords and upgraded the type 
of beef cattle on their ranches.  For a 
time, conditions were good.   Bogan 
and Bernard became well established 
as cattle barons and become involved 
in Pima County politics.  Their main 
homes were in Tucson, not Arivaca, 
and they had other businesses besides 
cattle ranching. 
     The Arivaca store was a part of 
the ranch business for 80 years.  It 
was a company store with the Post 
Office along side. Arivaca Ranch 
employees bought whatever they 
needed there and a tab was kept.  
When he first arrived in Arivaca, 
Noah W. Bernard had opened the 
store and then the Post Office, which 
was established in 1878.  He made the 
store an integral part of the business, 
and various people were hired to run 
it when he was occupied elsewhere.  
John Bogan’s brother Albinius, aka 
Beany Bogan,  kept the store at one 
point.  Later, Phil Clarke came into 
town and went to work there. At 
some point, the previously identified  
Arivac Land and Cattle Company 
disappeared and the next Arivaca 
Land and Cattle Company included 
Bogan and Bernard with Tucsonans 
John Zellweger and George Pusch, 

who had other ranches and a butcher 
shop in Tucson, and a supply of 
beef from the ranch kept the meat 
counter in both communities busy.                                                                                                                                            
                                         
     The 1890s were watershed years 
in the cattle industry in general.  
Setbacks abounded.  First there was 
an extended drought:  between 1893 
and 1900 the number of cattle in 
Arizona declined by 50%.  Many of 
the less tough cattle had starved and 
rangeland suffered.  At the same time 
came the Panic of 1893, equivalent in 
some ways to the Depression of the 
1930s.  General economic conditions 
in the country prevented cattle from 
being sold at a profit.  You couldn’t 
sell them and you couldn’t keep them.  
These two factors were to make a 
lasting impact on the cattle industry 
in general.  Range management 
became a field of study and the U.S. 
government began to get seriously 
involved in regulating land use.
     To be continued next month.

References:  Gates, Paul W. “The 
Homestead Act:  Free Land Policy in 
Operation, 1862-1935,” _Land Use Policy 
and Problems in the United States_, 
Howard W. Ottoson, ed. University of 
Nebraska Press. 
Wagoner, J.J. “A History of the Cattle 
Industry in Southern Arizona,” Univ of 
Arizona Bulletin #20.
Individual homestead records and maps 
from the Bureau of Land Management in 
possession of the author
Note:  Friends of the Arivaca Schoolhouse 
and Historic Townsite, Inc. will have its 
monthly meeting on November 18 at 3 pm 
at the Arivaca Library.  Contact Mary at 
398-2344 or rmkasulaitis@msn.com if you 
are interested in joining.
    

Finding Your Own North Star
By Martha Beck
Review by Karen Johnston
 Did anyone ever ask what 
you would do if you could do 
anything and money was no object? 
Did you have an answer?  If you 
don’t have any idea what you would 
do, “Finding Your Own North Star” 
might help you. Polaris, the North 
Star, has been used for centuries in 
navigation because it stays fixed in 
the north sky when the other stars 
move. That is a great metaphor 
for finding a purpose you love and 
steering toward it.  
 Martha Beck is a sociologist, 
life coach, author, and speaker, 
with master’s and PhD degrees in 
sociology from Harvard University. 
She has written several books on 
social problems and skills. Her 
specialty is helping people to meet 
their potential by finding what they 
love and what talents they have.
 Martha explains that 
you have at least two selves: the 
essential self and the social self. The 
essential self is the real you, or the 
inner you. It knows what you love 
and what your deepest dreams are. 
The part of you that developed as 
you were growing up and learning 
to live in society is the social self. 

It displays a set of skills that allow 
us to function in our everyday 
dealings with people and the world. 
Both parts are good and crucial, 
but sometimes the social self takes 
over so much that you forget what 
you are really like, what you really 
want and need to live a happy and 
fulfilling life. If that is the case, you 
can teach your social self to back off 
a little so you can reconnect with 
your essential self. 
 Martha points out the 
subtle ways the essential self 
can tell you what it really wants, 
such as in feelings we may have 
in the presence of certain people, 
or crashing an interview for a 
job you really didn’t want. She 
gives examples of stories she has 
collected from clients that illustrate 
what she means in each case. In 
each chapter, she suggests writing 
and thinking activities to help you 
uncover your talents, likes, and 
dislikes. 
 The second half of the book 
focuses on methods to achieve goals 
once you find what they are. If you 
are looking for new direction, it 
is up to you to do the work to get 
there.  If you relate to Martha’s 
style and this is something that you 
would like to do, this book might 
help you find your own North Star.

Dear Connection Readers,

Finally, FINALLY we head into the final stretch of the election season after 
what seems like years.  Oh wait, it HAS been years.  Oh well, I guess we can 
all look forward to Election Season 2020 six months from now.
I’ve mostly stopped posting political things on my personal Facebook page, 
and moved on to kitten pictures and cute animal videos.  I’m ready to accept 
our new president and deal with what we’ve come together as a country and 
elected.
Now, with that out of the way, I’d like to start welcoming back the earliest 
of our winter arrivals to their Southern Arizona homes!  There will be a lot 
going on in the area, Arivaca included, this coming season so keep your eyes 
on the Connection classifieds and Community Calendar.  We also keep the 
Connection Facebook page updated with community events and reminders.
In the next few months, you’ll see some new writers joining us with content 
ranging from fiction to politics to nature articles to more lighthearted banter.  
I hope you will consider writing in as well and joining in!  We are an open 
forum, and we want to hear from you! 
I want to thank all of our contributors for this month, and from previous 
months.  You share some very personal and passionate pieces of yourselves, 
and we are honored to read them every month.  In a world where media is 
targeted for a certain audience, print media of open forum format is a last 
refuge for those who respect and honor the freedom of speech, press and 
intellectual discourse.
Thank you so much, your Publisher,

Kristen Randall



Letters
AMERICA

By Linda Richardson

America, I feel that “We the people” owe 
you an apology.
America was once the greatest country 
in the world. A country founded on the 
principles, belief in, strength, power 
and morals of a Godly nation.  “The Ten 
Commandments” being the basic Godly 
foundation for our country. These can 
no longer be displayed in government 
buildings.
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
At one time we were proud of the fact that 
all our currency said,”In God we Trust”.  
Some so called Americans would demand 
that those words be removed from our 
currency if they could.
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
At one time our military was a force to be 
reckoned with. Today our men are being 
sent overseas to wars that cannot be won. 
When they are wounded they are send 
home where no one seems to care, no jobs 
for them, and basically, tragically on their 
own.
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
At one time our senators and 
representatives listened and actually acted 
upon what the people that elected them 
wanted.  Today it is all about how many 
lobbyist are willing to pay any amount, 
to our representatives to see that their 
organizations are getting the laws passed 
that benefit them the most.  When did they 
stop representating “we the people?”  And 
of course we cannot forget the raises that 
they are allowed to vote for themselves, 
after all each raise means that when of if 
they ever retire their full retirement pay 
will be that much more.
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
When did we come to the point that 
ministers and preachers actually stood in 
the pulpit can cursed America, and people 
did not walk out?  How do we go about 
changing these morally wrong thinking 
people and supposedly right thinking 
people who are falling for the garbage 
some people are spewing?
“There are none as blind as those who will 
not see.”
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
When did the public schools quit saying 
the pledge to allegiance?  Why cannot a 
student carry a small bible to school if 
they choose too?  I will not apologize for 
saying that is NO ONE’S business but the 
students.  Is there absolutely NO honor or 

freedom left for us.
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
My biggest sorrow is the presidential 
election this year. How have we come 
to this point that we have nominated 
or the nominations are forced upon us 
where we have to vote for the lesser of 
two evils?  What a travesty.  It is my 
opinion that neither candidate is fit to be 
president of the Lion’s Club, let alone my 
great country. THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA.
AMERICA I APOLOGIZE.
As an interesting foot note on the election, 
I learned this week that apparently 
anyone could register to vote on line, and 
the dead line was Oct.9th. Keep in mind 
that we are one of four southern border 
states.  By Saturday the 8th, 43,500 people 
had registered to vote in November. On 
the last day, Sunday the 9th, an additional 
18,000 registered.  Excuse me, but are 
we really expected to believe that 61,500 
American citizens living in Arizona have 
NEVER voted in an election before?
Now on an upward note.  I recently 
attended a funeral for a neighbor of mine 
who was in the army.  There were a few 
days before the body was shipped home 
for the funeral, so I had time to kind of 
psyche myself up to believe the funeral 
would not be too difficult, although I felt 
such deep sympathy for the mother.  The 
church was to provide food for a meal 
after the service.  I went to the church 
a little early to take my food and I was 
totally unprepared for what I found.  Both 
sides of the side walk, and down one 
side of the church stood men holding the 
American flag.  I am not at all ashamed to 
tell you that I lost it.  As I walked by the 
men crying I said to one of the men ‘your 
killing me’. One smiled and said ‘that’s not 
our intent’.  They were veterans and part 
of a group called ‘Patriotic Guard Riders’.  
All on motorcycles decorated with flags.  I 
have never been so moved or felt so much 
pride as I did at that moment by the sight 
of those veterans holding ‘our’ flag in 
honor of another veteran.  One man stayed 
for the whole service and took a lot of 
pictures.  He, Ray, told me that he did this 
so he could present a cd of the pictures to 
the mother.  Thanks Ray.  Thanks to the 
rest of the veterans who do this as a show 
of honor and respect to the deceased and 
to America. That is a pride that I can be 
proud of.
America I am so proud of the men and 
women who serve in the military, who 
returned from wars after leaving friends 
and family behind and making great 
personal sacrifices and still feel a love and 
pride in America.  I salute you.
We will always have out ‘purple 
mountains majesty’ and our ‘amber waves 
of grain’, but we may have to look for 
them.
We have but one hope:  GOD BLESS 
AMERICA.  AGAIN.

It’s Time

Dear Editor, IT’S TIME, time for all our 
political, business and religious leaders 
to examine the state of our wounded 
Nation. The backbone of our society, 
the blue collar and middle class workers 
are being raped financially by Capitalism 
that is top heavy with greed and power. 
It is fact, the poor pick the harvest, 
and the rich and fortunate stuff their 
bellies with the pick of the crop. World 
history reveals that in various countries 
where the gap between the rich and 
poor became intolerable, revolution was 
the result. The fact is, America’s 400 
wealthiest citizens have more assets 
than 50% of our combined population. 
This inequality needs to be drastically 
reduced to create more viable fiscal and 
asset balance.  

In our frangible society, the ugly head 
of abject poverty is screaming for more 
food banks and State Government 
distribution of surplus food items, 
including vegetables and fruit. There 
is need for Government sponsored 
dental care, cheap housing, affordable 
tertiary education and a fair and livable 
minimum wage. As our society grows 
older, the need for quality senior care 
and special accommodation increases.  
More funds are required to help 
Community based organizations teach 
seniors how to live in their houses 
longer. 

In my opinion, it is a disgrace we do 
not have a well-funded and adequately 

staffed Social security Department and 
a tax funded medical care system that 
is free for  all Americans. Delinquent 
medical bills continue to swell the river 
of bankruptcies and destroy the credit 
record of millions of honest citizens. It 
is imperative that our Republic adopts 
the metric system in a digital and 
metric world. Some estimates show 
that it costs 1.5 trillion dollars a year 
to use dual measurement. The use of 
the metric system will also help our 
eroded industrial base become more 
competitive in the metric market. 

If Theodore Roosevelt was alive today, I 
am sure he would shame our politicians 
into addressing the needs of all less 
fortunate citizens. Exigency created by 
poverty in our Capitalist Society can only 
produce anger and despondency. The 
list of need is long and endorses the fact 
that the scales of our society tilt to the 
weight of poor political management 
and scant understanding of the concerns 
of the average American. 

At this point, I need to point out 
leadership of our Republic needs to be 
strong and above the contamination of 
Corporate or wealthy donors. I believe 
the heart of the elected President 
should pump the blood of all Americans, 
not just the blue blood of opportunity.  
It is my hope our next President will 
vigorously support genuine legislation 
for social reform and equality. 
Candidates who lack political, grassroots 
and foreign affairs experience, in my 
opinion, devalue the office of President 

and the intelligence of the voting public.
Good Government should be the concern 
of all politicians and public servants, 
not the will of a few powerful party 
persuaders.                                                                                               
Change is needed constantly; hard 
decisions need to be made with integrity,                                                        
bipartisan negotiation, patience and 
wisdom. The ability to listen and address 
the needs of voters should never be 
compromised because of the bullish roar 
of Party politics.  The time for change 

is now, time for all politicians to work 
together for the good of our great Union. 
It’s time to put aside partisan bigotry and 
work to enhance the living conditions 
of all Americans. Now is the time for all 
Americans to show the world that our 
love for Country and for one another is 
our source of  American pride. Let our flag 
fly forever as our symbol of commitment 
to ourselves and the world.  May God 
Bless America!
  John D. Coutts, Green Valley  

NEIGHBOORHOOD CRIME WATCH PROGRAM FORMING FOR 
ARIVACA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. FINALLY!

A group of concerned and pro-active Arivaca residents has finally had 
enough of all the petty theft and drug related crimes in our wonderful 
little community. What’s interesting is that everyone seems to know who 
the bad guys are, but still the crime continues. However I assure you this 
is NOT a vigilante effort and we will be working very closely with the 
sheriff ’s department, to let the local crime ring know in no uncertain 
terms that they are no longer welcome in Arivaca! 

If you’re tired of having to lock up everything, including your garden-
ing tools, every time you leave your property, if you’re tired of having 
your actions constantly watched by these petty thieves, learn how you 
can get involved, report crime or suspicious behavior anonymously if 
you wish, and have your property included in the intended crime watch 
patrol route at no expense. For more information e-mail Tony at; tony-
beauchene1@gmail.com 

November 2016 Theme:  The Story of Community

11/6 Service-Story of the Times- Rev. Matthew Funke Crary-
Santa Rita       Chorale
11/13 Service-Story of the Earth-Rev. Matthew Funke Crary-
Santa Rita Chorale
11/20 Service-Our Story: A Reflective History of UUCGV-
Loretta Carmickle-Santa Rita Chorale
11/27 Service-Story of Gratitude/Thanksgiving Blues-Rev. 
Matthew Funke Crary-Janie Pogan, guest musician
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Letter: 
I understand the extreme emotion 
attached to the Trump candidacy 
but why ignore the demonstrated 
errors committed by the other 
party ? The general public has been 
described in the most unfaltering 
way and was hinted.. no stated, that 
they are too ignorant to vote in a 
general election. The author/writer 
of letters to the editor , in all his 
letters, have himself demonstrated 
that he is an extreme example of 
what becomes of an individual when 
he allows himself to be detached 
from the realities of the political 
arena. I understand the emotion 
that Trump elicits from individuals 
and can say that I will not ..can 
not condone any such behavior. 
However, we, the American public 
have undeniable proof that the 
Democratic candidate , certainly, can 
not be held as the paragon of what 
is true and honest. 
If the writer of the rant on Trump 
is completely honest, he has to at 
least rant on the unbelievable deep 
seated dishonest demonstrated 
behavior of the Democratic 
candidate and the condition the 
Democratic has left our Major cities 
. Several of these cities have turned 
into foreign dominated enclaves….
one in particular has the control of 
the city council. Without prejudice 
… and I do know that this sentience 
does appear so.. the major cities 
have been , generally Democratically 
control for decades and are now 
being greatly influenced by others 
and certainly not in America’s main 
stream religious background. 
 
The current political area is 
appalling and would not have 
happened just several decades 
ago… but we have a communication 
atmosphere that has permitted to 
flourish in the extreme. In the past 
it was still rough and rumple but 
at least it was not a ‘spit in your 
face’ public demonstration. This 
is the present and even though 
we all have the right to express 
our opinion… learned people, self 
educated people, all people should 
learn the facts then make a decision 
as to who they want to vote . NOT 
seek the lowest levels that they, 
politicians, all have stooped too. The 
Trump argument has merit… the 
Hillary argument has merit…. not all 
correct but if you do vote remember 
that the Supreme Court will change 
and that will effect you and your 
grandchildren.… Be careful what 
you wish for.. 
 
Its not pleasant but its what we 
have….. currently VOTE smart … not 
let TV personalities, radio talk host, 
and other personalities and vitriol 
writers influence YOU and your 
VOTE.. 

Greg Wedemeyer 
 
 

To the Editor, 
        If it bleeds it leads. How does the 
American media justify the repeated 
image of the young boy hurt in Aleppo 
while cheering on of the advance on 
Mosul? 
        Have we become so lost in 
the fog of endless wars that we 
fail to understand there can be no 
winners? For every bomb dropped, 
new fundamentalists are born. Yes, 
there may well be no atheists in the 
craters, only the dead, mangled and 
traumatized. 
If the allies “won” WWII, how can the 
historians explain the relative economic 
strength of Germany and Japan today? 
        Who beheads more people: ISIL or 
Saudi Arabia? Who provides the most 
weapons to both ISIL and Saudi Arabia? 
Who blows more bodies to pieces: 
Russia or the United States? 
      Why do the demonstrations against 
the U.S. military presence in the 
Philippines get mere mentions in the 
U.S. media? Why are the “accidental” 
bombings of Doctors Without Borders 
clinics in Afghanistan and Yemen as well 
as the “accidental” bombing of Syrian 
soldiers actively engaged in fighting  ISIL 
or the “accidental” bombing of a funeral 
procession in Yemen so quickly glossed 
over? Why does the utter chaos in Libya 
get virtually no media coverage? 
      In the upcoming election, there is 
only one Presidential candidate who 
understands the insanity of our present 
foreign policy and that is Jill Stein of the 
Green Party. To vote for either of the 
establishment candidates is to continue 
to be lost in the fog. 
     To accept the argument that by 
voting for a third party candidate, you 
are thereby giving your vote to the 
worst of the establishment candidates is 
a blind paranoid decision. By voting for 
a third party candidate, you are telling 
the establishment parties they are both 
insane. It is time for change. It is time to 
stand up for positive commitments to 
just causes. 
Georgia Hotton, Green Valley 
 
 
 
To editor Kristen: 
It is necessary to know many things to 
navigate today’s world.  Let’s start with 
what is necessary alphabetically beginning 
with Anthropology and Archeology 
which are necessary to understand man’s 
origins and cultural history.  One should 
not be racist if he aware of the fact that 
all of today’s humans originated on the 
continent of Africa and if he knows all of 
the cultures that have contributed to our 
current knowledge. It is necessary to know 
the essential facts of Astronomy so that one 
knows his relation to the universe which 
is l3.4 billion light years wide!  Man lives 
on a small planet orbiting a small star in 
the Milky Way Galaxy which is just one 
of billions (new estimate - two trillion) in 
the universe. And it is a basic requirement 
to have an understanding of Agriculture 
to feed the many billions of our species 
existing on the planet today. 

 One must understand Biology to know 
how life originated on Earth 4.5 billion 
years ago and how plants and animals 
survive and grow both on the land and in 
the sea.  Our future existence depends 
on the knowledge of life processes. Both 
organic and inorganic chemistry explain 
medicines and the compounds we use very 
day. 
A knowledge of ecology and ecosystems 
is essential to preserving life and ourselves 
and to understand that diversity evolved 
from millions of years of co-existence of 
species. 
We must know how evolution affects our 
daily lives and environmental science so 
we know how to protect our world and 
existence.  Economics is a science that 
explains our economic system and is a 
subject that too few people understand. 
I am going to skip F and move on to G 
which brings to mind Geography, Geology 
and Geophysics which are essential to 
understanding the functioning of our 
world.  The earth sciences have shown us 
the reasons for continental movements, 
earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis and how 
the oceans, mountains and deserts formed. 
A knowledge of these sciences is necessary 
to our obtaining the resources required 
to maintain our modern world.  These 
sciences also provide an understanding of 
the earth processes that are essential to an 
understanding of anthropocentric global 
climate change. 
Genetics is a science which is finally giving 
us an understanding of cancer and other 
diseases as well as providing a tool to 
convict or exonerate persons accused of 
crimes. 
 Ours is a marvelous world which 
science has explained to us.  I have only 
gotten through the alphabet to G and 
probably left out some areas important 
to our enjoying and understanding life!  
History, poly sci, mathematics, medicine, 
psychology, psychiatry, literature, music, 
physics are a few of things that must be 
known to assure a full life. 
 Few of us will be able to master more 
than one of these sciences, but there is no 
excuse for not knowing the basic tenets of 
each discipline. 
Assuredly many of these disciplines will be 
necessary for our species to withstand the 
vicissitudes of global climate change. 
Be sure to vote November 8th for a person 
who has an understanding of the world we 
live in and will assure that she will work to 
combat global climate change and get us 
on the road to renewable energy. 
Recommended reading:  A People’s 
History of the United States and Voices 
of A People’s History of the United States 
by Howard Zinn. And for my critics the 
Dunning-Kruger effect! 
David L. Divine 

To Editor,
We are living in the most important 
time in our generation and most of 
the world doesn’t even know what 
is going to happen on earth.  That’s 
the scary part, not know what is 
going to happen.  Suddenly your 
money will not be worth the paper 
it’s written on because we are going 
into a cashless society because 
everything is going on computers.  
And when those who lost their 
money in the market, Wall Street 
said “it’s only on paper.”

But today it’s not on paper, there 
is no paper anywhere most people 
don’t write checks anymore.  They 
go on their computers and pay bills 
and it is automatically taken out 
of their bank account.  My social 
security goes directly into the bank 
and I still write checks to pay all 
my bills.  And when I need cash 
I write a check and give it to the 
teller and she gives me my money.  
I don’t have an ATM card and I 
don’t want one.  Although my 
husband uses his everywhere.  And 
then he complains that everything 
costs so much.  Try using cash to 
buy groceries.  I love it.  I go with 
fifty dollars and that’s all I can buy 
in groceries and it is a good feeling 
not spending more than I have with 
me.
When you have a card, you tend to 
buy more than what you need and 
you buy too much.  I like the old 
way but soon it will be impossible 
for all of us because all our money 
will be in the computers and we 
won’t see any of it in cash.  And 
money in our hands won’t be 
worth anything because every form 
of buying and selling will be done 
on computers and paper money 
and silver coins will be eaten up by 
that new system.
Can you imagine never carrying 
a few dollars in your pocket?  
And if you do you can’t spend it?  
Why?  Because no one takes cash 
anymore.  I went into a store one 
day when credit cards and ATMs 
became popular and the cashier 
said to me, “What credit card are 
you using?”  I said, “Do you take 
cash?”  She said, “Not very often.”  
And she started to laugh.  
So here’s the scary part: there are 
computer hackers closing down 
the computer system worldwide.  
Suddenly all of your money you 
have in the banks is gone in an 
instant.  How will you be able to 
pay your bills and buy groceries?  
You won’t be able to keep your 
money under the mattress anymore 
because no one takes currency.  
You think that won’t happen in 
your lifetime?  I remember when 
my father-in-law didn’t believe 
that they would send a man to the 
moon and that he walked on the 
moon.  The computer world we live 
in today gets faster and faster and 
as we get older, we get slower and 
slower.  What would you do today 
if you lost all of your money, how 
would you survive?
I see it coming.  But I don’t know 
what to do about it.  Do you?  
I lived through the depression and 
the recessions and all the woes of 
mankind, and I am still here.
Lavinia Quinn
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Washington Youth Tour: 
A Once-In-A-Lifetime Experience!

Explore museums, monuments, memorials and more.
• Each year Trico Electric Cooperative sends high school juniors on the summer 

trip of a lifetime to Washington, D.C.
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• Deadline is Wednesday, November 30, 2016
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Questions? 
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“Little Sister, Border Patrol, & Doc 
Robinson”

Valarie Lee James, 2016             
Special to The Connection, Arivaca, 

AZ
Part II

Our closest vet: Doc Robinson, 
resident of the small town of Arivaca, 
cleaved to the border, twenty-
something miles away. Doc had made 
site visits to my ranch in Amado 
twice in years past, once to address 
a stray dog’s abscessed tooth (pulled 
the tooth right there out on the bed 
of his pick-up) and another time to 
administer antibiotics to a pregnant 
mare with pneumonia. In both cases 
he saved the animal’s life and with 
old world charity, charged next to 
nothing. Could he save Little Sister now? 
Was it even possible? 
By now it’s 7:00 and I’m calling every 
local I know trying to track Doc 
Robinson down. Can we find him, this 
late at night?
My cell rings. Somebody called 
somebody who called somebody: 
Doc’s at the Baptist church in an 
evening fellowship meeting and they 
will get the word to him.
My God daughter’s car pulled up to 
the checkpoint with her then four-
year-old daughter, who stared out the 
window in confusion at the mummy 
in my arms. She didn’t recognize the 
lump of bandages as Little Sister but 
took our word for it. 
I jumped in the front seat, Little Sister 
in my lap, Lulu in the back seat in 
my god child’s lap, and her Mom 
behind the wheel. We drove the 
whole twenty-something miles on the 
winding country road as fast as we 
were able to in the near darkness all 
the while praying we didn’t hit any 
free-range cows always present on 
that road. Little Sister’s one open eye 
was now a dark slit in a fold of gauze. 
At last we pull into the parking lot 
of the Baptist Church. A bunch of 

kids are outside running around with 
paper plates and barbecue in their 
hands. I step out of the car with Little 
Sister. It’s still light enough for the 
kids to recognize dark blood. 
“Grandpa!” the boys yelled and 
ran into the church. Doc Robinson 
emerged immediately, his eyes fixed 
on the bundle in my arms. 
“Get your mom,” he says to the kids. 
Lindle Hamilton, Doc Robinson’s 
daughter and her husband walk out 
the church towards us. Doc turned to 
me.
“Get in her truck. I’ll follow you,” he 
said.  
I pile into in the back seat of the 
Hamilton’s truck and we drive back 
roads to Lindle’s house. No animal 
clinic existed at that time so far in 
back country near the border. Doc 
Robinson followed us in his truck, my 
god daughter’s car in the rear.
 “Put her there,” Doc said as we 
walked through the front door and 
into the kitchen.  
“On the table? I asked. “What?” 
“Yep,” Lindle said, clearing the 
surface of the small wooden table with 
one hand and reaching for a bottle of 
Betadine with the other.
I laid Little sister down on the 
tabletop. Doc washed his hands, 
cradled the mummified dog in his 
arms like a newborn and began. 
“What’s he doing?” the child asked in 
a whisper. 
“He’s helping her. Watch now.  A real 
country vet at work.” 
She went quiet. We all did. Complete 
silence. Deep concentration.
About twenty minutes into it, Doc 
Robinson, man of few words, said 
simply, “Don’t know if she’s going to 
make it.”
About an hour later, he said it again. 
I couldn’t allow myself to imagine 
her survival. Her poor body had 

been through so much already. She 
weighed less than half of her normal 
weight the night she had chased the 
rabbit, starving. She had almost died 
from Valley Fever not to mention a 
tick infestation the likes of which I’ve 
never seen on any dog ever. Then 
after eight months of meds for the 
Valley Fever, she got pancreatitis. 
Now this. 
Doc worked on her through the night. 
Little Sister received from 400 - 500 
stitches, a fine threaded belt circling 
her guts to her backbone. From her 
wounds the story developed: It must 
have been an adult coyote teaching his 
or her young how to hunt. The bigger 
coyote had snatched Little Sister 
from behind, clamped down on her 
hindquarters, pulled, ripped and tore 
while a younger coyote chomped her 
head, and slit open her jaw. One side 
of Little Sister’s jaw hung off her face 
clownishly, a nasty grimacing gash. 
Doc Robinson also ended up pulling 
a number of teeth in her mouth, so 
compromised were they.  
By morning, the poodle, bandaged 
anew, from tip to toe, was assigned 
a dog bed, one of many in Intensive 
Care (the Hamilton’s living room) 
where she slowly healed at the foot of 
the easy chair under Lindle’s skillful 
eye. 
Little Sister stayed three weeks. When 
it came time to take her home she 
circled back to her sick bed, sat on her 
haunches and looked at me. Don’t I 
stay here? her eyes asked. I wondered 
if she had ever had such loving 
attention in her life.

Postscript
The day I took Little Sister home 
from the Hamilton’s Board and 
Care she was shaved, girdled by 
dark scars and dented on one 
side like she had been hit by a 
truck. She no longer trotted, the 
ease in her step hobbled. She 
walked slowly and deliberately 
and ate the same way. She was 

shy and uncertain and she hid 
under furniture at the slightest 
unfamiliar sound. Her injuries 
were not unlike those sustained in 
near fatal car accidents, the kind 
one rarely heals from. I wondered 
if she would ever be the same.
Recuperation took over a year, her 
disfigurement longer. Now people 
we meet at the dog park no longer 
ask me what happened to her. Any 
evidence of the wounding that 
almost took her out is completely 
covered with thick white curl. 
She’s filled out, nearly doubled 
in size, and on the Anza trail, off 
leash, she runs like an athlete. She 
has learned how to play: romping 
and chasing the other dogs in the 
park and allowing herself to be 

chased, 
altogether 
new 
behavior. 
When I 
catch her 
at home 
gumming 
Lulu’s tiny 
stuffed 
bear, she 
looks up 
and smiles 
a lopsided 
grin.
It’s as if 
nothing 
ever 
happened 
to her. 

Except for the nights the coyotes 
howl. No hiding under furniture 
then. She growls and spits and 
jumps the door and it’s all I can 
do to hold her back. If she was 
ever attacked again I believe she 
would fight to the death. All that 
love, you know? Lamb to lion, she 
grew strong, her heart fierce.

The Caver’s Lament

By Peter Kane

“When things are really dismal, you 
can laugh, or you cave in completely.”

-Margaret Atwood

The rocks above me and the ground 
beneath me was suffocating.  The 
air was running out, my light was 
smashed, and my pack was ahead 
of me.  I could hear screams and 
pleas of my team calling from 
behind and in front of me.  Though 
there were 50 feet of rock directly 
on either side of me, their cries of 
agony and despair rang in my ears 
as if they were standing next to me 
in the darkness.

It had been a normal trip to a cave 
I had been to many times before.  
Nothing was unusual outside, 
the weather was perfect, and my 
horoscope even said it would be 
a good day.  I had been crawling 
along on my belly in what is called 
a “superman” crawl; the area was 
already so tight my shoulder blades 
scraped the ceiling and my fingers 
slowly pulled me along.  My pack, 
which included my water and other 
provisions, had been sent ahead 
of me as the tight space would not 
allow me to keep it on my back.  
It was known long, soldier crawl 
through the cave.  It was nicknamed 
the “sandwich” because you felt like 
a slice of turkey between two pieces 
of bread.  I certainly did, too.  As I was 
crawling, I could see various cracks 
and faults running perpendicular to 

my path along the ceiling.  I thought 
nothing of it as these cracks are quite 
common.  
Then it happened.  There was no 
sound, no warning, no indication 
that my day was about to become 
much worse.  I heard a slight pop 
coming from the ceiling above me 
as a crack overhead had given out. 
Dust and small pebbles started to 
fall on my helmet.  As this happened, 
my instincts kicked in and I started 
to move backwards. Without time 
to react, the dust and small pebbles 
turned into bigger and bigger rocks 
as the entire ceiling shifted lower 
and lower around me. As I looked 
back at my feet, I had accidentally 
hit my headlamp on a rock that had 
once been a ceiling but now was a 
wall around me. The area started to 
get darker. I then had to rely on the 

light of my team that was still behind 
me.  Suddenly that was gone too.  
My heart started to racing and my 
body had frozen. In a panic, I didn’t 
know what to do. I felt like the space 
I was in was slowly getting filled 
and more and more of the ceiling 
was now becoming the walls of my 
crypt.
As suddenly as it began, it stopped.  
And here I lay.  Ceiling pressing 
on my back from above, feet were 
heavy with rock, and my arms 
pinned in front of me.  Nothing hurt, 
but I knew that I was being crushed.  
It had been a caving trip like any 
other.  The day was perfect, the 
weather was calm, and my team all 
seasoned.
In the small space I had, I put my 
head down to the ground.  The 

air was heavy and I knew 
that my laborious breathing 
was chipping away at the 
breathable air that had been 
left behind.  Slowly, the world 
became slower. The screams 
of the team became softer and 
muffled. And the sweet smell 
of freshly baked bread filled 
my nostrils.  
 It had been a caving trip like 
any other…with my head 
down, my eyes closed, and 
the air leaving my lungs, I 
felt slow tears begin to trickle 
down my cheeks.
I opened my eyes, breathing 
heavy and hard, sweat 
pouring down my forehead 
and cheeks.  The hike to the 
cave was always difficult.  
With the rain and humidity, it 
made it even harder.  But the 
weather was calm, the day 
was perfect.  As I wiped away 
my sweat, I looked up at my 
team.  I had drifted off to 
sleep as we had taken a break 
due to the long hike.  With 
the dream fading in my mind, 
like a match in the dark, I 
stood and walked to the cave 
I had been in many times and 
knew this trip would be like 
any other.
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From Bookmobile to Arivaca 
Library

Celebrating our Library

By Wendy Dresang and Leesa Jacob-
son

Does anyone remember the 
Bookmobile days, when we 

all anxiously awaited its monthly 
arrival? Young and old cheered 
when it arrived. Sometimes it broke 
down, and we would check out our 
requested books, plus always a few 
extra, from the back of a library 
van. It was a lifeline.
Now jump forward to 1994, to a 
public meeting held at the Com-
munity Center, to discuss the site 
for a new library to be built in the 
future on the land donated by Gary 
Scheer, owner of Alvernon Optical. 
We will be eternally grateful for 
that gift!
After much planning, collabo-
ration, and hard work from our 
community, county supervisors, 
and the Tucson Pima Public Li-
brary (now Pima County Public 

Library), the doors of our library 
opened on November 16, 1996, and 
the rest is history. It is named the 
Caviglia-Arivaca Library, honoring 
Diane Aguirre Caviglia, a descen-
dant of Pedro Aguirre, who built 
the Arivaca School in 1879. An ac-
tive Friends of the Arivaca Library 
group, begun even before the offi-
cial groundbreaking, helps support 
our library and our community.
Everyone is invited to the 
Caviglia-Arivaca Library’s 20th An-
niversary Celebration on Novem-
ber 19th, 2016, from 2:00 – 4:00. 
Meet some of the people who made 
it happen, and delight in the oral 
histories of library staff and com-
munity members. Enjoy traditional 
Chinese music by the much-loved 
and highly talented Jasmine Asian 
Music Ensemble and their beauti-
ful Chinese instruments, delicious 
refreshments, and much, much 
reminiscing.
Please plan to stop by. We look 
forward to seeing you.
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David Jacome, United Healthcare Specialist, will be available 
to discuss Medicare options at the Arivaca Coordinating Coun-

cil = Human Resources Group, 17252 W 5th St, Arivaca AZ.  A tent 
and table is set up outside the newly remodeled building for individual 
counseling on Tuesdays between 10 AM to noon on Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 
8, 15, 29 and Dec. 6.  Medicare Annual Enrollment Period is between 
Oct. 15 to Dec. 7.  I can also be contacted for individual or home ap-
pointments at (520) 425-6522.



A Brief History of Arizona Water 
Law

By F. Tillman

Today, two major groups of 
laws, the Law of the River and the 

Groundwater Management Act, govern 
the rights, responsibilities, and uses of 
most water in the state of Arizona.  The 
history of water law in Arizona is a 
fascinating study in the evolution from 
the Wild West philosophy of “this is 
mine and I’ll use it however I like” to an 
understanding of the interdependency 
of shared resources and the need for fair 
distribution for all users.  Historically, 
water rights in the western United States, 
including the Colorado River (the River) 
and most tributaries, were governed 
by the doctrine of prior appropriation, 
or “first in time first in right”.  Under 
prior appropriation, the first person to 
make beneficial use of water is called 
the “senior water rights holder”.  The 
senior user has the right to continue to 
use their water allotment unimpeded by 
those who come later, who are known as 
“junior water rights holders”.  If a junior 
user happens to be located upstream from 
a senior user, then the junior user has 
to leave enough water in the stream to 
satisfy the senior user’s full water right 
(even in time of drought).  Interestingly, 
the prior appropriation doctrine does 
not require water users to actually own 
the land next to the river to get a right 
to the water (unlike the riparian rights 
doctrine that governs most of the eastern 
U.S.), allowing the movement of water 
away from streams to distant farms or 
cities.  This doctrine still governs many 
surface-water rights in the West, but 
by the early 20th Century it was clear 
that a new framework was needed 
to allocate the River.  California was 
moving aggressively at the time to lock 
up Colorado River water for its own 
use, which under the prior appropriation 
doctrine would leave almost nothing 
for other states.  A series of meetings 
in Santa Fe, NM between basin states 
sought to come to an agreement on 
these and other River issues.  Arizona 
had two objectives for any agreement 
coming out of these meetings:  to be free 
to develop and use all Colorado River 
tributaries within the state, and that any 
agreement specifically allocate a certain 
amount of River water to each state.  
Arizona failed on both accounts.  The 
Colorado River Compact of 1922 was 
an agreement to share Colorado River 
water between upper basin states (WY, 
CO, UT, NM) and lower basin states 
(NV, AZ, CA), with the division point 
between the upper and lower basins 
fixed at Lee Ferry, Arizona (Figure 
1).  Based on estimated average annual 
flow at the time, the Compact allotted 
upper basin states 7.5 million acre-ft/
year and lower basins states 7.5 million 
acre-ft/year (an acre-foot is the volume 
of water that will cover an acre of land 
to a depth of 1 foot, or about 325,851 
gallons).  Unfortunately, we now know 
that the River was apportioned during 
the wettest recorded ten-year period in 
100 years, with an actual average flow of 
12.4 million acre-ft from 1895 through 
2003 (Figure 2).  The over-allocation 
of the River made future conflicts over 
shortages almost inevitable.
The Colorado River Compact of 1922 
divided the River between upper and 
lower basins, but did not specify how 
the basins should share their allotment, 
as Arizona had requested.  Arizona 
immediately became concerned about 
their much larger and more powerful 
neighbor’s, California <boooooo!>, 
aggressive actions to secure River water 
and what it would mean for Arizona’s 
future.  Arizona, alone among the 7 
Colorado River basin states, refused to 
ratify the Compact.  Arizona’s single 
congressman, Carl Hayden, fought off 
legislative attempts by California to 
construct dams, storage facilities, and 
canals for their use of the River.  But 
finally on December 16, 1928 Congress 
passed the Boulder Canyon Project 
Act that authorized the construction 
of Hoover Dam and the All-American 
Canal, officially repealed the law of prior 
appropriation as it applied to the River, 
and codified into U.S. law the Colorado 
River Compact of 1922.  The act also 
included the Pittman Amendment that 
legally split the lower basin allotment 
into 300,000 acre-ft/year for Nevada, 
4.4 million acre-ft/year for California, 
and 2.8 million acre-ft/year for Arizona.  
The act designated the U.S. Secretary 
of Interior as the lower basin “water 

master” who would be responsible 
for distributing all Colorado River 
water below Hoover Dam.  California 
moved quickly to construct the dam and 
canals, and immediately entered into 
“permanent service” contracts with the 
Secretary of Interior for 5.36 million 
acre-ft of Colorado River water, hoping 
to claim more than their share allocated 
under the Compact.  Arizona objected, 
sued numerous parties on numerous 
occasions to no avail, and even called 
out the Arizona National Guard to 
prevent workers who were constructing 
Parker Dam from stepping foot on the 
Arizona side of the River. In 1944, after 
fighting a losing battle for 2 decades, 
Arizona became the last basin state to 
ratify the 1922 Compact, and entered 
into contract with the Secretary of 
Interior for 2.8 million acre-ft/year of 
River water.  Around this time, Arizona 
began to petition Congress for a large-
scale canal project that would allow 
them to transport a portion of their 
River allocation to inland areas:  the 
Central Arizona Project (CAP; figure 
1).  California tried to block the CAP 
canal, arguing that they were already 
using 5.36 million acre-ft of River water, 
leaving none for Arizona’s CAP canal.  
In 1964, Arizona finally had some luck in 
the courts, and the U.S. Supreme Court 
decreed that Arizona was absolutely 
entitled to its full share of 2.8 million 
acre-ft of River water.  Congress passed 
the Colorado River Basin Project Act 
in 1968 that authorized the construction 
of the CAP canal and set up the Central 
Arizona Water Conservation District 
(CAWCD) to repay Arizona’s share of 
the construction cost.  As if to remind 
Arizona of California’s continuing power 
in the region, the Act also made the 
CAP deliveries “junior” to California’s 
4.4 million acre-ft allocation, meaning 
that during a shortage that California 
would get all of its allocation before the 
CAP canal got any.  The CAP canal was 
originally envisioned as an agricultural 
rescue project, but immediately 
municipal leaders in inland towns 
and cities became vocal supporters of 
this renewable water supply.  In 1970 
Congress finally allocated funds to 
begin CAP construction, but the money 
was not to be released until Arizona 
demonstrated a greater commitment 
to controlling groundwater use in the 
state.  It is commonly believed that then-
governor Bruce Babbitt used the threat 
of the withholding of CAP funding to 
unify the diverse water interest groups in 
Arizona and force them to negotiate.  As 
a result, in 1980 the Arizona legislature 
passed the Groundwater Management 
Code, which is to this day one of the 
most innovative, comprehensive, and 
effective groundwater management 
programs in the country and possibly the 
world (we will discuss the Groundwater 
Management Code in next month’s 
issue).  The CAP canal was finally 
completed in the early 1990s, cost over 
$4 billion to construct, and currently 
delivers 1.5 million acre-ft of Arizona’s 
River allotment through a 336 mile uphill 
canal as far as Tucson (Figure 1).  River 
deliveries through the canal have reduced 
groundwater pumping by large amounts 
in Pinal County agricultural areas, and in 
the Phoenix and Tucson municipal areas.
In 2007, the seven Colorado River Basin 
states and the Bureau of Reclamation 
signed a set of interim guidelines on how 
to allocate the Colorado River during 
a shortage.  A shortage on the River 
is defined as the water level in Lake 
Mead falling below 1,075 feet (when?).  
There are three tiers of increasing 
shortage reductions based on Lake Mead 
levels, with most of the reductions in 
Arizona coming from CAP deliveries to 
groundwater recharge facilities and to 
agriculture.  Arizona has been preparing 
for a shortage since the 1990s by storing 
Colorado River in the groundwater 
basins in the central part of the state.
For additional details, please see the 
excellent book “Arizona Water Policy 
– Management Innovations in an 
Urbanizing, Arid Region”, edited by 
Bonnie Colby and Katharine Jacobs.

Figure 1.  Map of Colorado River 
showing upper and lower basins (plus 
we’ll show the CAP canal).
Figure 2.  Time series plot of the 
flow in the Colorado River at Lee’s 
Ferry.  Adapted from USGS Fact Sheet 
2004-3062 (http://pubs.usgs.gov/
fs/2004/3062/).

An interesting side note 
– the compact point of 
Lee Ferry is not the same 
location as Lee’s Ferry.  
Lee’s Ferry is roughly 1 mile 
upstream of Lee Ferry and 
is the location for the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) 
streamgage of record for the 
compact.  The difference is 
important because the Paria 
River enters the Colorado 
River between Lee’s Ferry 
and Lee Ferry.  The USGS 
maintains a streamgage at 
the mouth of the Paria River 
to measure its contribution 
to the River.  

Fig. 1- Colorado River flow from 1894-2003, with trendline

Fig. 2 - Map of Colorado River wa-
tershed, showing Upper and Lower 

basins with major tributaries

November Highlight

Arivaca Properties:
Town Site 1 BR/Ba $45K
Home 2BR, 5 Ac w/ sm, mobile $60K
40 Ac 3BR/2 Ba masonry home w/
---fixup and 2 sheds $199K
40 Ac home plus 2 casitas $299K plus
---large metal building w/ utilities
10 Ac masonry home, horses, fenced,
---3 BR/2Ba, work shop $155K
2+ Ac 2BR Univ Ranch Rd., $120K
5 Acres, 2700 SF, fenced, $109.9K
TS 5 Lots w/ E, W & septic, $23K
Parcels 5-40 Ac $27-$80K

Amado Near Hospital:
Elephant Head, 50 Ac $250K, 20 Ac $140
6 Ac, Fenced, Water EH $110K

Green Valley:
Madera Reserve: 3 BR, Den, Views, Pool $599K
Madera Reserve Building Lots $150K+
Legends: 3BR/Den Views, $195K

Located in the beautiful, gat-
ed Legends Community, this 2 
bedroom has a two car garage, 
high ceilings, open floor plan, tile 
floors and corian countertops.  
Beautiful views of the mountains 
make this home a Must See!

 
 

THE CONNECTION 
Ooh La La – NOV ‘16 Ad 
3” X 5” 

I19 Exit 48 
Amado, AZ E Side of the Fwy 

A Nonprofit Consignment Boutique 
 

 

 

Sale Hours 
10-4 Fri & Sat 

10–3 Sun 

Black Friday 
Weekend Sale 
Nov 26-27-28  

20% Off 
Everything! 

 Accepting Fall Consignments 

Call 398-3343 
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La Siesta Campgrounds

Camping your way! Bring a tent, travel trailer, RV 
or experience Glamping! Experience the splendor 
of the outdoors without forgoing the creature com-
forts you can’t live without. Whether Glamping in  
our Vintage Trailer rentals; Shasta, Terry, Air-
stream, Spartan; it’s camping on a grand scale.

Experience Arivaca!

1(520)398-3132
16005 W. Hardscrabble Rd., Arivaca AZ

FIVE STAR RATINGS on Facebook, Tripadvisor, Yelp and Google

     “Steve and his staff made this a wonderful experience.” -Colleen B.
     “A little bit of heaven dropped in Arivaca, AZ and it is called La Siesta Campground.” 
-Karen A.
     “Can I give La Siesta more than 5 stars?” -Kathleen O.

Around Arivaca

Arivaca.com Updates: Reliability 
and Redundancy

A sit-down interview with 
Alan Wallen, founder and 

“Chief Nerd” of Arivaca.com, 
always makes me want to write 
three articles from the material he 
provides me with.  New technology 
on the brink of expanding internet 
speed, radio frequencies running 
out, and if robots will take over the 
Earth one day.  But, first things first.
A few months ago, I wrote an article 
about how important reliable and 
affordable high speed internet is 
for rural areas.  At that time, Alan 
said that Arivaca.com was on the 
brink of big changes for the system 
with the new fiber optic connected 
system.  Well that time is now here!  
Arivaca residents on Arivaca.com 
are now connected to the internet 
through a fiber line that is broadcast 
from the Arivaca Community 
Center.  
The latest upgrade to the system is 
the formation of a “ring” of better 
antennas in the Valley to re-route 
traffic should one antenna go down, 
further increasing reliability in 
the system through the creation of 
redundant pathways.
As we started talking about radio 
frequencies and interference, an 
interesting thing popped up in 
the conversation.  Now, as you 
might know, you cannot have two 
devices running on the same radio 
frequency, otherwise they interfere 
with each other and will not work 

properly.  Now, apparently a good, 
simple home router used to run on 
a narrower selection of channels, 
and it would be less likely that your 
home router would interfere with 
your transceiver antenna receiving 
the internet signal beamed to your 
house.  Now, with more high 
powered routers on the market, 
these devices operate on wider 
channels, which DO interfere with 
your transceiver antenna, causing 
your internet to slow way down.
Alan suggests you just buy a simple 
2.4 GHz router for your home.  
Arivaca.com sells these to their 
customers at cost for $30.  If you 
happen to already own one of these 
high-powered routers, no problem!  
Call Arivaca.com for help, or if you 
are so inclined, you can re-program 
it to operate on a narrower channel 
and NOT interfere with your 
transceiver antenna.
Not only has Arivaca.com built 
redundancies into its internet signal, 
but Alan is committed to making 
sure the staffing aspect is also well 
covered.  Monica and Sheila are 
doing more with the business, and 
Eli is a very promising and capable 
tech guy.  Because Arivaca.com is 
a non-profit, there have been many 
volunteers helping community 
members.  Chad Denson, Jack 
Rees and Justin Gibson have 
been invaluable.  One volunteer 
project was the removal of the old 
transceiver antennas to the new ones 
so that customers would be able to 
connect to the new fiber system.  

3rd Annual Season Kick-off

Live Music      Cocktails     Hors d’oeuvres
Meet the Artists       Artwork Raffle

SAT., NOV. 19

A Benefit Event for the Arivac Artists' Co-op

y-ART-p

Tickets - $15 
  Includes 2 drink tickets, 3 raffle tickets, Delicious Munchies & Good company

   Tickets available from any Co-op  member or at the Co-op - Fri, Sat & Sun

4 - 7 PM

www.arivacacoop.com

Caffe aribaC

16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca    1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca
(520)398-3251

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Daily, serving Gadsden Coffee, 
specialty teas, lunch menu, pastries, smoothies, and more

Special Breakfast Menu, Saturday & Sunday from 8-11

Arivaca

Halloween fun 
at La Siesta 

Campgrounds!  
Everyone 

enjoyed the 
vintage trailers, 

chili cookoff, 
good food and 
trick or treat-

ing! Pic K. 
Randall

Arivaca tod-
dlers out for 

some air at the 
Arivaca Early 
Learning Cen-

ter! Pic ELC



Arivaca Early 
Learning Center

communitY cAlendAr
NOV. 1, 8, 15, 29 and Dec. 6 David Jacome available to discuss Medicare options at the 
Arivaca Coordinating Council = Human Resources Group, 17252 W 5th St, Arivaca AZ.  A 
tent and table is set up outside for individual counseling on Tuesdays between 10 AM to noon 
on Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 29 and Dec. 6.  Medicare Annual Enrollment Period is between Oct. 
15 to Dec. 7.  I can also be contacted for individual or home appointments at (520) 425-6522.
NOV. 19th-EQUINE VOICES RESCUE & SANCTUARY FUNDRAISER -Equine 
Voices Rescue & Sanctuary, a Southern AZ non-profit organization will hold its annual Fall 
Fundraiser on Sat., November 19th, from 4-8pm. Reservations made online at www.equinev-
oices.org or by contacting Angie Wilson at 520-398-2814 or email angie@equinevoices.org.
NOV. 19th-ARIVACA ARTISTS’ COOP p.ART.y - Annual party with food music and fun 
at the Arivaca Artists’ Coop Saturday November 19th from 4:00-7:00.  See article for details.
NOV. 25-27-NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE SOCIAL AND CRAFT MARKET- 
10,000 years of culture, 15 Tribal Nations, 1 Location...5151 E. Grant Rd. (520)248-5849
LA GITANA MUSIC - November 5th, November 26th and December 3rd!
DECEMBER 4, 2-6 PM – WINE & CHEESE AMONG THE TREES. Location: 781 N. 
Linda Vista Dr., Nogales. Four varieties of wine and 10 different cheeses and veggie trays. View 
20-25 distinctly decorated trees and numerous nativity scenes. Entire ticket price benefits St. 
Andrew’s Children’s Clinic. Tickets: $25 (adults), $5 (children). Call Clapper and DeLong at 
(520) 287-5929 for tickets or purchase at the door.

By Nathalie Dresang
November Update

The weather is cooling off, and 
we are loving our outside time!  The 

babies have been enjoying walks in the 
quad-stroller.  The Toddlers have been 
running and digging on their playground.  
The preschoolers love the new play 
platform—thanks Grandpa Ed!
We have welcomed back our Rotary 
volunteers, thanks for reading and playing 
with us!  Special thanks to Mr. Bobby and 
Ms. Wendy—we love you two!
The children have been learning about 
our Earth, and that children live and learn 
in many ways.  We have been building 
rock piles and looking through the 
crevices with flashlights.  We have made 

zucchini muffins; we really like mixing and 
stirring!
Our favorite book in October was 
“Pumpkin Feels Lonely.”  We love the 
part when the pumpkin starts feeling 
better and happy.  He teaches the other 
vegetables how to roll!  We are learning 
about how each of us is special, just like 
the pumpkin!
We talked about different ways we get 
to school:  driving in cars, trucks, and 
walking really, really fast.  We weighed 
our class pumpkin and ourselves.  We all 
weighed more than our pumpkin (even 
the babies), it is only ten pounds.  
Parenting classes started in October 
(special thanks to Parent Aid and Nicole).  
We are looking forward to dental and 
hearing screenings this month.
Happy November from all of us at the 
Early Learning Center!

ARIVACA HUMAN RESOURCES

This year has been so productive 
for HR! The building, through a grant 

from Pima County, has a new roof and 
has been painted on the outside. The 
evaporative cooler/propane heater has 
been repaired and, for the fist time in 
years, will warm the building this winter. 
A new hot water heater will be installed 
shortly. Donation of paint allowed us to 
get most of the interior of the building 
refreshed and three of the rooms now 
have ceramic tile floors. 
A 10 ft. x 16 ft. storage building has been 
delivered. Additional grants have secured 
new tires for vehicles as well as much 
needed tune-ups. Office equipment has 
been donated.
Our thanks to Pat and Andy Anderson 
for offering the Ceramic Shop, including 
the utilities, for use as office space 
while HR was out of our building during 
the renovations. Their generosity goes 
beyond words!
A number of people painted the inside of 
the building. Thank you!
Lana Ostrom, as President for 2015-
2016, has been a leader in creating 
renewed confidence in HR.  She has 
worked diligently to see that the services 
provided by this organization continued 
uninterrupted. She was our contact 
with Mr. and Mrs. Anderson and cannot 
be thanked enough for her foresight in 
securing that resource. Lana has recruited 
more volunteers for the kitchen and gives 
of her time there as well. urt Ostrom 
drives to the Amado Food Bank and has 
been so helpful in stepping in when last 
minute emergencies have occurred.

Rick Vogel worked tirelessly including 
creating a budget that has been accepted 
by the county. He and Eileen Vogel have 
devoted much of this year to the financial 
workings of our non-profit organization 
and with great success. They have also 
provided hours of labor in so many areas 
including putting baseboards down on 
walls that most certainly did not want to 
cooperate. 
Mike Marden, HR’S most ardent 
supporter,  continues his steady hand at 
the helm of the kitchen and food services. 
Without his service and the help of  
volunteers the 60+ meals a day could not 
go out. Mark Stern and Gerald Lindsay 
work very hard to get the meals out while 
still fresh and warm. They probably don’t  
know how much they are appreciated.
Kim Dunson and Veronica Parra, the office 
personnel, have worked this past summer 
under difficult conditions, but have done 
so with grace and good humor. Visitors to 
HR are met with a smile and an “if we can 
help you, we will” attitude.
Terry Ross will continue as Secretary to 
the Board. Our minutes are available for 
review in the office. Her artist skills will be 
called upon this year!
There are so many people who have given 
and continue to give of their time and 
labor. Thank you so much.
The clothing store has reopened but 
Needs a New Name! Please call or drop 
by with your suggestions.
An Open House is being planned. Watch 
for the date and times.
Lastly, we need Board Members, won’t 
you answer the call?
Lea Anspach, President, 2016-2017

Annual Arivaca Artists Coop p.ART.y 
Saturday, November 19

So, it’s official. The Arivaca Artists’ 
Coop p.ART.y is now an annual event 

as this is its third year! Please join Coop 
members and friends on Saturday 
November 19, 2016, from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m. to celebrate the reopening of the 
gallery for the season in front of the 
Coop, on Main Street.
Say howdy to members and get 
introduced to new members Lorraine 
Armour, who works with fiber arts, and 
Heather Meade, who creates dreamy 
pastels. Artists will each offer one item, 
valued in excess of $25, for the raffle. 
“We will have music as well as beer, wine, 
mixed drinks and the usual assortment 
of great hors d’oeuvres,“ explained event 
organizers. 
Tickets are $15 and include two drink 
tickets, and three raffle ticket. 
In addition to the new members, there 
will be recent work by Coop regulars, 
including: Christina Baklanoff, painting 
and gourd art; John Curry, photography; 

Ellen Dursema, tye dye, jewelry and 
leather; Ari Ellis, painting; Nancy 
Frichionne, mesquite furniture; Peggy 
Kane, clay sculpture, encaustic painting 
and jewelry;  Diana MacDonell, pottery; 
Maggie Milinovitch, glass; Samantha 
Moore, clay; David and Paula Perino, 
mixed media; Terri Ross, mixed media; 
Bart Santello, calcite stone lamps and 
decor; Nancy Tucker, jewelry; and John 
Tucker, stone. Photographer Mary Scott 
has a new series of images on her popular 
notecards. And Richard Conway, author 
of a new book A Geologic Guide to the 
Brown Canyon Area of the Baboquivari 
Mountains, South-Central Arizona will 
have copies available for purchase as well. 
The Coop also carries the work of authors 
Mary Noon Kasulaitis and Maggie 
Milinovitch. 
The Arivaca Artists’ Coop is open October 
through May on Thursday, Friday and 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
The phone number is: 520-230-8612.
More information can be found at www.
arivacacoop.com. 

CANDY SHACK 2016

Hi! all you Bakers and Candy Makers.  This year’s Candy Shack will be set 
up on Saturday, December 10, 2016.  We invite your donations of sweet 
treats to be sold for the benefit of children’s programs in Arivaca.  Over 
the years money received from all the happy eaters of our candies and 
baked goods has provided supplemental funds to such local organiza-
tions as the Arivaca Action Center, The Community Center, 4-H Club, and 
Human Resources.  We look forward to seeing you December 10th.  

Arivaca Ecofest and Home 
Tour 
by EcoFest Movers & Shakers 
 
Okay, okay, I’ll say it: Save the Date! 
Saturday, January, 28, 2017. The 
Arivaca EcoFest and Home Tour 
is shaping up to be an interesting, 
inspiring and fun day. This is a 
community-wide event, getting 
wider. The festival is a fundraiser for 
all of Arivaca, with the opportunity 
to participate open to all Arivacans. 
A big net will be cast to include and 
invite people from all over the region 
as participants and attendees. The 
EcoFest aims to inspire us to live in 
good relationship with the natural 
world, and of course, each other. 
We have 11 fantastic Arivaca home 
and sites lined up. Five fantastic talks 
will be given at the Old School House, 
while exhibits, demonstrations and 
vendors set up out front at the Arivaca 
Action Center. The Action Center will 
be the location for all things eco and 
sustainable, and others are welcome 
to set up downtown. We welcome 
vendors, both local to Arivaca and 
from the region, who focus on natural 
and sustainable crafts or products. 
Exhibits and demonstrations of 
relevant technologies, systems and 
topics are most welcome too.  
Each site on the tour has features 
meant to work with nature and 
the elements. We are proud of the 
stewards, and grateful that they 
are sharing them. They are, in no 
particular order: Bart Santello, Kyle 
Young, Chilton House on Penny 
Lane, Betsy & Aaron Clapp , Lauri 
Barr, Ann Witman, Noon-Kasulaitis 
Ranch, Pete Kolhepp, La Siesta 
Campgrounds, Pronghorn House 
(Emily Bishton & Conrad), and the 
Arivaca Community Garden. Other 
places around town will need helpers 
too – the Action Center and Old 
School House, for example. 

We need lots of volunteers, especially 
to help at the sites and homes on the 
tour. Be a host or a parker, helping to 
inform festival attendees about a site, 
or to facilitate traffic flow and parking. 
Go ahead and contact the site owners 
you would especially like to assist, as 
they will each need about 4-6 helpers, 
most likely split into two shifts of 
three hours each for the day. Feel free 
also to email us with questions or to 
get an EcoFest (volunteer) job! 
We are creating a website to be a main 
venue to access information about the 
event. We’ll let you know that next 
month, as it’s under construction.  
Remember the paperless society? 
Well, we’re inching closer to it by 
inviting festival attendees to buy 
tickets online, and print out or 
download their own brochures from 
a PDF file on the website. When they 
first arrive and check in at the Action 
Center, which will be everyone’s 
first stop, they will receive a map 
and festival wristbands as payed 
attendees. Unlike previous home 
tours where the brochure served as 
the ticket, the map, and wristbands 
in particular, confirm attendee 
status. We’ll also have some printed 
brochures at the ‘gate’ for those who 
need them. 
We will again be selling tickets in 
‘brick and mortar’ places in Arivaca 
and Green Valley, including the GV 
Chamber of Commerce. Simply bring 
those tickets with to the EcoFest 
entrance at the Action Center. Again 
the brochure can be printed out or 
downloaded to a phone or tablet 
to use on the tour. If accessing and 
printing the brochure from the PDF 
file on our website proves challenging, 
local libraries and people under 30, 
such as grandchildren, can be helpful! 
Our email address is: 
ArivacaEcoFest2017@gmail.com.  Feel 
free to contact us with your great 
ideas. Thanks, and save the date: 
Saturday, January 28, 2017. 

Marian’s Market is Arivaca’s 
Farmer and Artisan Market. 

Open year round, the hours are every 
Saturday 9-Noon. Local vendors have 
their products available for sale.  
We are into the fall season, with cooler 
mornings and comfortable days. 
Produce is changing from summer to 
fall crops. It’s a nice place to hang out 
and visit with friends and neighbors. 
The Arivaca Community Garden has 
fall vegetables-tomatoes, peppers and 
more. Eggs by the dozen when chickens 
participate. Volunteers come each 
Saturday with the freshest products. 
Jay’s Garden Variety has tomatoes, 
peppers, herbs and greens. Breads, 
cookies, cakes,and other sweets too. Jay 
takes special orders for holiday pies 

and occasional cakes. 
Ponchita’s tamales are the best tamales 
and tortilla’s. Look for them on the 
first and third Saturdays. Strings of 
beautiful red dried chili’s are available 
now. 
Sally is taking orders for breads for 
delivery on Saturday. Fresh made for 
your enjoyment. 
Fresh farm eggs are available every 
week. Locals with homegrown or hand 
made items are inside the market. 
There are vendors on the street too. 
The September Tomato Fest winner 
was Arivaca’s own Kathy Sheldon. She 
received a basket of market favorites. 
Thank you everyone who participated 
with samples for the event.  
Hope to see you there! 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF CANDIDACY
I, Kenny Buchanan, hereby, announce my official candidacy for the 
unofficial position of Mayor of Arivaca.  Don’t get too excited, folks.  This 
is more about Sh*ts and Giggles than anything else.  I just thought, “why let 
everyone else in the Country act like total idiots when we can too?!”
 BUT, as Arivaca has more and more interaction with various government 
type people, it would be nice if they had a person to contact to let us know 
when they are about to f*** us again.  And, I think I’m just the person.  I 
can laugh at most anything, get serious about almost nothing, and act like I 
really, really care if I have to.
At this time there are two candidates willing to make fools of themselves: 
myself and Chuck Maultsby, but there is room for many more!  A debate 
will be held at 6:30 at the La Gitana on the Monday before the Tuesday 
General  Election. As this Mayor’s race is a totally unofficial election we can 
not use the Old School House for you to cast your votes. Instead, for that 
one day only (Tuesday), there will be a ballot box set up at the Gadsden 
Coffee shop and one also in the La Gitana Cantina.  You can also go to 
sazconnection.wixsite.com/home to cast your vote!  Votes will be counted 
after 8 o’clock on Tuesday night and posted in the next Connection. 
IF, you too would like to be a candidate please contact me by phone and 
Your name will appear on the ballot boxes with everyone elses’.  (520)343-
3031

 
  
My Thoughts After the Third Debate 
 
The strong, wise woman in white faced the weak, blustering 
orange man. 
She spoke words of experience and inclusion, mostly true. 
He spoke mostly lies, mostly incoherently, sometimes 
hatefully, often angrily. 
She appealed directly to us, to our better nature, and to the 
ideals voiced by our government’s founders. 
He went low, bellowing like an out of control bull. 
The nation listened, and -- holding their noses and crossing 
their fingers -- decided to vote for a better collective future. 
  
Renée Neumann 
 

A Day in the Park

One day I went to this lovely old Park
And sat on a bench to hear the sounds
Of the sweet Meadow Lark.

I stayed there and sat on a bench
Til soon it got dark.
When suddenly, I heard the sound
Of some big doggies bark.

I said to myself, Hark! Hark!
There’s danger here in the Park.

I hurried out, of this lovely old Park
To the streets that weren’t quite so dark.
I got to my house and shut out the Bark.
I’ll go back to that lovely old Park
But I shall return, before it gets dark.

W. Curtiss

A Note to the Community of 
Arivaca

Holiday Greetings to all from 
your AFD Auxiliary!  I hope 

we have great participation in the 
Holiday Parade, and see the whole 
town at the Annual Tree Lighting.
If I am elected to the Board of 
Directors of the Fire District, I 
must resign from the Board of the 
Auxiliary and become a non-voting 
member, due to conflict of interest 
considerations.  However, I would 
like to thank the community for its 
understanding and support.  I know 
many of you think the tax revenue 
our District receives is as much 
support as you need to give, but 
please allow me to give you some 
revealing figures:
The combined amount the District 
receives from Property Taxes, 
Personal Property Taxes, and the 
Fire District Assistance Tax is 
$129,720.00; other items budgeted 
are EMS billing income, Auxiliary 
Donations, Subscriptions, Private 
Donations, and Burn Permits 
(Grants not yet approved cannot 
be budgeted), for a total projected 
income of $194,820.00.
  EMT’s earn $14.00 to $15.00 per 
hour, and Paramedics earn $18.00 
to $20.00 per hour as fully paid 
employees.  Our District is blessed 
with volunteers who are willing 
to work for far less in the form of 
Stipends.  Our District’s Volunteer 
EMT’s earn $100.00 per 24-hour 
shift and Volunteer Paramedics 
earn $125.00 per 24-hour shift, and 
anyone who has received care from 
our District’s personnel, knows 
they are every bit as competent 
and professional as their higher 
paid counterparts.  Of course, 
most of the EMS volunteers are 
also at least FF I’s and some are 
FF’s I&II.  By the time we add in 
mandatory administrative costs, 
communications, insurance, FF/
EMS Supplies, the maintenance of 10 
vehicles and the very small amount 
the Chief is paid, it is very difficult 
to balance the Budget.  Where 
Chief’s salaries are concerned, most 
earn anywhere from $50,000.00 to 
$90,000.00 per year.  Our District has 
a Chief who is currently doing the 
job for $15,000.00 per year.
This is where your AFD Auxiliary 
comes in.  We seek Grants & 

Donations, hold Bingo games twice 
a month (1st. & 3rd. Friday at the 
Arivaca Action Center starting at 
6:00pm), and hold Fund Raisers, 
the big one being our Annual 
Chili Cook-off, but we also try to 
find other ways to raise funds for 
the District.  The Auxiliary buys 
Uniforms and Station Supplies 
(office, coffee, cleaning, etc.) and 
tries, when they have the funds, to 
assist in the purchase of equipment.  
This is why your support at our 
Fund Raisers is so important and is 
greatly appreciated.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
the huge donation of volunteer 
time, expertise and parts given 
to the District by Judith Lawson 
of Firedrake and the assistance 
(at no charge) she receives from 
Roger Beal, Jim Conklin, EMR 
Richard Goodsell, as well as current 
Board Members Gene Gibson 
and Terry Tompkins.  It is not an 
overstatement to say the District 
could not continue operation 
without them.  Board Chair, 
Kathleen Wishnick is a successful 
Grant writer as well.
The AFD Auxiliary is honored to 
assist an organization with all the 
caring and dedicated Volunteers, 
EMS/Fire, Administrative, and 
Skilled personnel currently working 
with the Arivaca Fire District.
Please contact your Fire District 
Board members or the AFD 
Auxiliary to see what you can do to 
help.
Beth Lusby, Treasurer
AFD Auxiliary     

Voting for the Arivaca Fire De-
partment Board

Arivacans face a difficult choice 
this election season: the Arivaca 

Fire District Board members.  You will 
be allowed to choose two; from Gene 
Gibson, whose long service to the 
AFD is admirable, to Beth Lusby, who 
has also served on the AFD Auxilia-
ry for all of these years and Connie 
Sparks, who is President of Arivaca 
Helping Hearts, a charity who has 
helped so many Arivacans in need. We 
are lucky indeed to have three amazing 
Arivacans to choose from for these 
two positions.  It is difficult to commit 
to serving the community, and these 
three individuals have done this and 
more! 



Hundreds Carry Out a Non-
violent Direct Action at 

US Border Patrol Interior 
Checkpoint at Hwy. I-19 in 

Arizona

By People Helping People

Border Patrol backs down 
as activists challenge legitimacy 

of checkpoints and demand end to 
militarized borderlands

For photos of this weekend’s conver-
gence, visit soaw.org/media
For video footage of the protest and 

the action, visit soaw.org/border/lives-
tream/

Tucson/ Nogales, AZ – A group of 
200 people from different parts of the 
United States converged on Sunday 
afternoon, October 9 at the US Border 
Patrol checkpoint in the I-19, 20 miles 
north of Nogales, to challenge human 
rights violations and demand an end 
to militarized borderlands.

The activists marched to demand the 
permanent closure of all checkpoints 
throughout the US. At their arrival, 
a group of 20 people linked arms, 
staged a vigil and refused to leave the 
checkpoint for more than five hours, 
even after threats of the use of tear gas, 
arrest and federal felony charges.

Carlota Wray, a member of People 
Helping People in the Border Zone, 
an organization based in Arivaca, 
Arizona that fights for demilitariza-
tion and provides humanitarian aid to 
those crossing the desert and dealing 
with Border Patrol, says “we believe 
that freedom of movement is a human 
right. Our communities must unite 
and lift up our voices to demand a halt 
of human rights abuses against immi-
grants and people of color, and an end 
of the militarization of the borders.”

As a final attempt to visibilize the 
struggle of migrants/refugees who risk 
their lives crossing the desert to avoid 
checkpoint, the participants staged a 
die-in in at the steps of the Customs 
and Border Patrol office. Father Roy 
Bourgeois, the School of Americas 
Watch (SOAW) founder, was pulled 
from the legs and kicked at different 
occasions by a Border Patrol agent. 
This action took place after the Inter-
national Convergence organized by 
SOAW of 400 faith-based, immigrant 
rights, human rights, labor and other 
social justice groups this past week-
end in Nogales, Arizona and Sonora, 
Mexico calling for an end to border 
militarization, the criminalization of 
migrants and to name the root causes 
of migration. 

For more information: www.soaw.org/
border

do so.  And if you don’t want to 
because of moral objections?  Please 
do your research, you might be 
surprised.
1  http://www.cnn.com/2011/
HEALTH/01/06/autism.vaccines/

2  http://www.theatlantic.com/business/
archive/2015/02/vaccines-are-profitable-so-
what/385214/

3  http://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/faqs.
html

4  http://www.sfcdcp.org/measles.html

5  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/
diseases/child/measles.html

6  http://coveryoungpeople.com/insur-
ance-basics/how-to-determine-my-health-insurance-
out-of-pocket-expenses/

7  https://www.uhc.com/

8  http://www.theatlantic.com/business/
archive/2015/02/vaccines-are-profitable-so-
what/385214/

Why “Big Pharma” Might 
Want You to Skip that Vacci-

nation
By Peter Kane

One of the main controversial 
topics going around is whether 

or not your child should be required 
to take different vaccines and if 
vaccines are worth the risk. One of the 
major arguments against scheduled 
vaccines posed by the anti-vaxxer is 
“If you vaccinate [your child] you are 
just lining ‘Big Pharma’s’ pockets.”  
There are many arguments regarding 
the use of vaccines, including one 
regarding Autism1.  However, with the 
controversy surrounding the cost of 
medical care, this argument has gained 
momentum. While it is true that 
pharmaceutical companies do make 
a profit off the vaccines, they rely on 
those profits for further research and 
development.  Bill Gates2 has defended 
the prices of vaccines for this very 
reason.  There are multiple ways to 
approach this argument.  The easiest is 
to compare the two side by side.
The direct cost for receiving a 
vaccination is relatively low with 
insurance and manageable without 
insurance.  If you are eligible for 
vaccination (e.g. not religiously or 
medically prevented from vaccination) 
and get vaccinated, the risk of actually 
contracting the disease is very low 
(the Measles vaccine is 97% effective3) 
meaning hospitalization rates are 
proportionally low. The adverse effects 
are also very minimal if any, and 
personally I feel I have peace of mind 
which for many is priceless.  When 
you get a vaccine you pay your fees, 
assuming you have insurance, and you 
leave your doctor’s office.  You may 
have to get a booster or multiple shots, 
but for most vaccines this will protect 
you for life.
On the other hand, if you have a 
parent that refuses to vaccinate and 
the child gets sick, that child may 
end up in the hospital.  For this 
hospitalization, with insurance, you 
are looking at the following potential 
fees: ER visit, room cost, medicine 
cost, staff cost, potential Intensive 
Care Unit costs, and potential 
transportation costs like ambulance 
or helicopter if you are in a rural area.  
Assuming survival, that child is now 
naturally immune.  But the long term 
effects could include deafness, brain 
damage due to Encephalitis (a serious 
brain infection), or miscarriage/early 
labor if a pregnant woman gets the 
disease4 5.
Which one is cheaper for us, the 
citizen?  For the hospitalization of 
Measles, in the US, cost can run on 
average $4,032-46,060.  With my 
insurance, at a $2500 deductible, $0 
for ER, and 20% cost of inpatient care, 
I’d be looking at a bill for $2806.4-
11212.06.  The cost of vaccination 
is about $99 on average7 depending 
where you go.  
The direct cost and societal cost 
savings are the more important 
numbers, because vaccines are great 
for the economy.  $295 billion and 
$1.38 trillion respectively were saved 
from 1994 to 20138.  
Please help yourself, your child, and 
society.  If you can, vaccinate.  Please 

Beautiful Desk Donated to 
Ruby Mine

Below is a photo of an 
antique desk donated to Ruby 

for the Ruby Museum.  Picture is of 
the donated desk and the donors.  
They answered the Connection 
notice of last spring that we are 
looking for any donations from the 
Ruby mining era......30’s primarily.  
Even woodstoves. 
 
These are the Moffits,  Richard and 
Aida. 
The desk joins a second donated by 
Fred Noon. 

 
We are hoping to have one room 
of the schoolhouse enclosed for 
security and have a museum 
established.  We have a donor who 
has given money for a door and 
the costs of the window safeguards 
which will be welded by an owner.

 

The BOOK CLUB will meet at 3:30 pm on Wed. 
Nov. 16th to discuss “Thomas Jefferson: The Art 
of Power” by Jon Meacham.  Call 594-5237 to 
reserve a copy of the book.  Everyone welcome. 

Sat. Nov. 5th, Kathryn Twinfeathers will meet      
with the Native Flute Circle at 1:00 pm in the  
Library Meeting Room.  Newcomers welcome. 

Library News 

Library Hours:   Tuesday 12 - 8      

Ever thought about writing a novel?  Of course  
you have!  November is National Novel Writing 
Month (NaNoWriMo), so come by or call the     
Library to find out how to take up the challenge.  

 
  

    20th Anniversary Celebration!
Everyone is invited to join former staff, Friends of 
the Library, and members of the Caviglia family 
to reminisce, enjoy refreshments & the beautiful 
music of the Jasmine Asian Music Ensemble.      
     Sat. Nov. 19th,  2-4 pm 

 

 Library Hours:   Tuesday 12—8 
                  Wed. thru Sat. 10—6 
 Library Phone:  520-594-5235 

Arivaca Recycling is Under-
way!

No need to throw those cans 
out anymore!  Don’t let that 

old junker rust in your yard!  Eli 
Buchanon with Arivaca Recycling 
Center is now ready to take your 
cans, metal, plastic and glass.  Metal 
appliances, motors and more-plastic 
of all numbers-aluminum cans.

Free removal of vehicles. trailers and 
large amounts of metal also avail-
able, please call (520)314-1026.

For dropping off your own recy-
clibles, you can go to the Center at 
36225 S. Mesquite Rd and drop in 
the bin just next to the gate (look for 
the large Arivaca Recycling Center 
sign).  

Smaller recycling bins located at the 
Arivaca Library, La Siesta Camp-
ground and Gadsden Coffee.

Eli’s long term goals are to develop 
the Recycling Center into a place 
where materials can be “up-cycled” 
in-house and turned into usable 
building materials, providing jobs 
for locals, recycling “junk” material 
for a better planet, and giving us 
great materials to build with--right 
from Arivaca!
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want to share with the world. Your 
submission must not use libelous, 
profane or vulgar language.

•  All rights reserved 

• Articles are solely the property 
of the named contributor, reprint 
or use without their permission is 
prohibited.

• Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or 
the advertisers.

STAFF:  
Publisher- Kristen Randall
Layout Manager- Michael Landrum

CONTRIBUTORS:

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9a - Noon: Farmers' 
Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources 
Rummage Sale 

2nd Sat - 10a - Arivaca Alive! 
meeting at Arivaca Library

SUNDAYS - am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call for 
times - 398-28391

1st and 3rd Sun. 3:00pm - People 
Helping People In the Border Zone:  
meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian Aid 
Office.

1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water 
Coop meet at town water yard

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca 
Action Center - Board mtgs. 
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

Last Sun - 5:30pm - Arivaca 
Potluck at Obe Sweetwater’s home 

1st and 3rd Sunday - Board 
Games for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 
-8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

 4:00 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old 
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
5:30- 6:30 pm - Silent Meditation 
at Old Schoolhouse

2nd Mon - 6:30pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. 
Auxilary - at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health 
Services - 4pm - meeting at the 
Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca 
Women & Wine, 5-7pm at the Old 
Schoolhouse.

WEDNESDAYS: 

Meaningful Moments 
Holiday Craft Workshops: 
Wednesdays 2-5 October-
December ACC
3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library 
Book Club call 594-5239

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human 
Resources Group mtg. - Human 
Resource Office Public Invited

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire 
District board mtg @ Fire House   
www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca 
Action Center 

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite

3rd Fri - 3pm - Arivaca Family 
and Community Education 
Assn. At the Library 594-5235  

3rd Fri- 11:00am Friends of the 
Arivaca Library - Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a 
month posted on ACC white 
Board at the PO or call 398-
3010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: 
Mon.-Fri. after school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

on handguns but the same training 
will help you with long guns as well. 
In the two hour class you will learn 
proper safe handling and storage 
of handguns, as well as how to 
improve your shooting accuracy, 
and also how a handgun should be 
used in a self defense situation. The 
classes will begin in November, you 
must supply your own handgun and 
ammunition. To sign up e-mail Tony 
at  tonybeauchene1@gmail.com

FOR RENT - AVAIL. 1 DEC.  Long-
term trailer space for 1 person. No 
drugs, no children, non-smoker 
preferred. Elec. & water hook-ups. 
1st & last month in advance.(520) 
398-2586.

FREE- FIREWOOD (BONFIRE 
WOOD), 17080 South Frontage Rd., 
North of Denny’s exit 69. 520-625-
6803

EQUINE VOICES RESCUE & 
SANCTUARY ANNUAL FALL 
FUNDRAISER  Equine Voices 
Rescue & Sanctuary, a Southern 
Arizona non-profit organization 
dedicated to saving equines from 
neglect, abuse and slaughter, will 
hold its annual Fall Fundraiser on 

Saturday, November 19th, from 4pm 
to 8pm. It will be held at the Madera 
Clubhouse at Quail Creek, located at 
2055 E. Quail Crossing Blvd., Green 
Valley, AZ.

The event features music by Country 
Comfort, silent and live auctions, 
50/50 raffle, complimentary wine 
tasting, hors d’oeuvres, three-course 
meal, and a cash bar. Ticket price is 
$65 per person. Reservations may be 
made online at www.equinevoices.
org or by contacting Angie Wilson 
at 520-398-2814 or email angie@
equinevoices.org.

DECEMBER 4, 2-6 PM – WINE & 
CHEESE AMONG THE TREES. 
Location: 781 N. Linda Vista Dr., 
Nogales. Four varieties of wine and 
10 different cheeses and veggie 
trays. View 20-25 distinctly decorated 
trees and numerous nativity scenes. 
Entire ticket price benefits St. 
Andrew’s Children’s Clinic. Tickets: 
$25 (adults), $5 (children). Call 
Clapper and DeLong at (520) 287-
5929 for tickets or purchase at the 
door.
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Un-Classifieds

IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR LISTING 
IN FOR THE 2016-17 XANTHOUS 
PAGES (Arivaca’s phone book). 
Please send additions, changes, 
cell numbers, etc. to Maggie, POB 
393, Arivaca 85601. Or, email 
AdobeAlbatross@aol.com. Or, call 
398-2379

IF YOU WOULD  LIKE TO BE IN 
THE HOLIDAY PARADE THIS 
YEAR on December 10th Contact 
Patti.  Parade will be at 10AM and 
is the same route as the July 4th 
parade.  Tree lighting will be on the 
night of the 9th.

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet 
individual accommodations.  $15 
per day.  520-398-2526. 

FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 
BR, 2 Bath home on the water in 
the Bahia. All necessities furnished. 
Call 398-9634

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY 
RD   Free rattlesnake rehomeing by 
R D Ayers. Humane alternative to 
killing these valuable predators. 520 
820 2947.

IF YOU WANT TO DRINK, THAT’S 
YOUR BUSINESS  If you want to 

stop, that’s ours. AA Meetings, 
Tubac Community Center, 50 
Bridge Rd., Tubac, AZ 85646. Open 
to all: Mon., Wed., Fri. 7 PM, Tues.
Noon. Men’s meeting: Sat. Noon

RV/TRAILER PARKING    Space. 
Near Arivaca on 40 acres fenced with 
cattle guard, 45 foot shade Canopy 
with side patio awnings. $350.00 per 
month, includes water, electricity & 
sewer. Call 480-216-8982 

ST. FERDINAND’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH FUNDRAISER 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5TH 
- Yard sale (9am-4pm), tamale 
luncheon for $9(11am – 1:30pm), 
and talk, “Historic Ranching in 
Southern Arizona” by noted Arizona 
historian Tom Sheridan (2:00pm). 
More info call Dotti - 520-398-3262.

HOME WANTED in Townsites for 
Sale or Rent. Need minimum 2 
bdrm 2 bath. Call Laura 520-490-
9004

ANNOUNCING A FREE FIREARMS 
SAFETY AND SHOOTING 
CLASS for Arivaca residents. Tony 
Beauchene, will be offering a free 
firearm safety and shooting class to 
interested parties. The focus will be 
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