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ARIVACA RANCH Part I
By Mary N. Kasulaitis

For a long time in the past, 
if you said Arivaca, it meant 

the ranch with that name, because 
the European settlement here 
was connected with the ranch. 
Arivaca comes from the O’Odham 
name “Aribac” which the Spanish 
sometimes spelled “Aribaca.” 
Europeans began living here in the 
1740s to take advantage of potential 
gold and silver mines in the area, 
and developed ranches to support 
the mines. Cattle provided meat 
and hides for shoes, leather ore 
buckets, straps, latigos and other 
useful equipment. Dried meat, or 
jerky, was one of the primary foods 
of miners and cowboys. Oxen pulled 
wagons to haul ore for the mines.
	 The	first	rancher	was	
Antonio de Rivera, who left after 
the Pima Revolt of 1751 when all his 
vaqueros and their families were 
killed. Arivaca was then abandoned 
for 50 years, mostly due to the 
Apache threat.
 In the early 1800s, in a 
period of freedom from Apaches, 
some settlers decided to formally 
apply to the Spanish government for 
land grants in what is now Southern 
Arizona.  One of these was Agustín 

Ortiz, who had come from Arizpe, 
Sonora.   In 1812,  he petitioned for 
a land grant at Arivaca,  made the 
highest bid, and was granted the 
land.  (Information about this land 
grant was produced as testimony in 
a claim submitted by Charles Poston  
in 1880 to U.S. Surveyor General 
Wasson.)   
 Ortiz began to run cattle 
and horses on the grant, but he 
passed	away	only	five	years	later,	
in 1817.   His sons continued his 
work and also applied for a grant 
of land at La Canoa.    In order 
to obtain a legal Mexican grant 
for the Arivaca land, Tomas and 
Ignacio made application in 1833.  
(Mexico was freed from Spain in 
1821)  Apparently the original 
papers granting title to their father 
had been lost or destroyed.  They 
had to provide what documents 
they could.  The following entry 
appeared in the treasurer’s book at 
Arispe, Sonora:  “that on page 85th 
of the manual book corresponding 
to the year 1812, the following entry 
is found:  Oct. 10 - charged- seven 
hundred and ninety nine dollars, 
five	reales	and	nine	grains	paid	
to this royal treasury by Don Jose 
Carrillo, in the name and as an 
attorney of Don Agustín Ortiz, a 

citizen of the presidio of Tucson, in 
the following manner:  747 dollars 
and 3 rs. as the highest bid for 
which two square leagues for stock 
raising were recently sold to him at 
(public) auction by this government, 
which land comprises the old and 
depopulated town or settlement 
called Arivac, situated in the 
jurisdiction of Pimeria Alta...”  
 In addition to this document, 
the Ortiz brothers had to produce 
the testimony of witnesses to prove 
that the family had indeed been 
ranching in Arivaca between 1812 
and	1833.			They	testified	that	Don	
Augustín Ortiz had kept the Aribac 
ranch settled and occupied until 
his death in 1817 and the sons had 
done so from that time on.  Their 
testimony was taken by the Tubac 
alcalde, Atanacio Otero, at the 
Aribac ranch on June 3, 1833.  He 
saw at that time the landmarks 
which marked the corners, but 
noted that, unfortunately, the 
original expediente containing the 
measurements had perhaps been 
lost.  A grant for “two sitios of land 
for stock raising, which comprise 
the place called Aribac” was issued 
at Arispe on June 21, 1833, to Tomás 
and Ignacio Ortiz and their heirs, 
by Jose Maria Mendoza, Treasurer 

General of Sonora.  (2 sitios was 
about 8000 acres) This grant  was to 
remain in their hands for more than 
twenty years.  The Ortiz brothers 
had homes in Tucson and Tubac 
as well as in Sonora and so did not 
live full time in Arivaca.  In the 
testimony, Santos Aguirre stated 
that the Ortiz brothers were on the 
ranch and in possession of it until 
they were driven off by the Apaches.    
At that time, three persons and a 
child were killed in the house.  After 
this, the Ortiz brothers abandoned 
the place and went to Tubac.  
Nasario	Ortiz	(no	relation)	testified	
that he thought this happened in 
1824.  He added that they did not 
return to take possession of the 
ranch in person but held possession 
by agents and returned from time 
to time.  Jose Herreras stated that, 
besides having cattle and horses on 
the ranch, they or their employees 
cultivated the land and irrigated  
it.  He claimed that the irrigation 
ditch	was	five	or	six	miles	long.		José	
María Elias added that between 
1846 and 1847 persons occupied the 
ranch with the consent and under 
the direction of the Ortiz brothers 

Arivaca Ranch
Continued on page 2
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October Letter from the Publisher

Hello Connection Readers!

This is my first letter as Publisher of Connection.  Yes, Jolon has decid-
ed to move on from Connection and has granted me the great honor 
of carrying the torch.  

Connection is a special publication, in a special region and thus the 
position of publisher is special.  I see it as less a traditional Publisher’s 
role, and more a facilitator for all voices to be heard.  In fact, I believe 
Connection should be a place where all voices SHOULD be heard.  I 
encourage everyone from all sides of every issue to write in.  The only 
way to defeat the terrible polarization that plagues our country today 
is by respectfully opening up discourse with people who disagree with 
us.

I hope I do well by you, the Reader, and by Connection.  I would also 
like to thank Jolon for being a wonderful Publisher for these two years!

Thank you, 
Kristen Randall

Arivaca Ranch
Continued from page 1

although they themselves did not 
go there.  There were cattle and 
untamed horses on the ranch and, 
Elias explained,  the consent of the 
Ortiz’s was always asked to make 
a rodeo.  It has been said that there 
were many wild bulls on the ranch 
in the mid 1850s, due to the fact that 
roundups could not often be held.  
It appears that anyone looking for a 
rodeo would have gone to the right 
place! 
 The Ortiz ranch 
headquarters was west of the 
current town of Arivaca, not where 
the Arivaca Ranch is now. In 1856 
there were the remains of a mansion 
(partly habitable)  and outbuildings, 
the foundations of a large adobe 
corral and an acequia or irrigation 
ditch about three miles long.   By 
1880 the buildings were in ruins.  
Apaches  raiding had escalated and 
the Ortiz brothers continued to send 
employees to the ranch as often as 
they could, considering the dangers 
involved since legal ownership  was 
contingent upon its having been 
used.  Abandonment of the ranch 
for three consecutive years or more 
would invalidate their claim, so 
they had to persevere in spite of the 
Apache threat.   
 After the Gadsden Purchase, 
Charles Poston and  mining 
engineer Herman Ehrenberg found 
Arivaca while out scouting for likely 
mining properties. Along with 
Major Samuel P. Heintzelman, who 
had established a U.S. Army post 
at what is now Yuma, they formed 
the Sonora Exploring and Mining 
Company.  In 1856,  they began 
development.  The 1856 report to the 
stockholders of the Company stated 
that the purchase of the Arivaca 
land	grant	was	their	first	aim.		
According to Ehrenberg, “It is one 
of	the	finest	places	in	the	Purchase	
with splendid grass and abundance 
of water.  I am told that on it and 
the adjoining hills there is room and 
food for 50 or 60,000 head of cattle at 
least...  
   ...Around the property there 
are numerous mineral veins, 
abandoned mines, to be explored 
and rediscovered, and which would 

or could be worked in common with 
the Arivaca establishment.  And 
Arivaca	itself	would	finally	become	
the common center and principal 
point, while the property at Tubac 
will only be available as a branch for 
those mines around that place and 
those east of the valley.”  
 Poston established their 
headquarters at Tubac and began 
negotiating with Ignacio Ortiz for 
the purchase of the Aribac land 
grant.  The Company was expecting 
the U.S. Supreme Court to validate 
the land grant and so their title. The 
sale by the Ortiz brothers to Samuel 
P. Heintzelman as President of 
the Sonora Exploring and Mining 
Company was completed on 
December 26, 1856.  The Company 
began renovating the existing 
Ortiz buildings and corrals and 
built a bigger facility with a mill 
in what is now Arivaca town. 
They raised cattle and kept horses 
and mules for the needs of the 
Company.  The early years seemed 
promising for the Sonora Exploring 
and Mining Company,  but there 
were numerous problems.    Not 
enough development money 
was forthcoming.   There were 
disagreements regarding company 
operations.  Poston was a visionary, 
not a manager.  Maj. Samuel 
P. Heintzelman, who had been 
president, left to rejoin his regiment 
when the Civil War broke out.   
 Apaches attacks escalated.   
In addition, relations with Mexico 
were strained, so this meant fewer 
workers and also robberies and 
retaliatory attacks across the border.  
The low point came in 1861 when 
the soldiers at Ft. Buchanan were 
mustered east to take part in the 
Civil War and the settlers were 
left defenseless.   Charles’ brother, 
John Lee Poston, and two German 
miners were killed by Mexicans at 
Cerro Colorado.  Charles Poston and 
mining engineer Rafael Pumpelly  
escaped with their lives.  The 
Arivaca property was abandoned.   
When J. Ross Browne went through 
in 1864 at Poston’s invitation, he 
described the area in detail and 
noted that the Arivaca hacienda was 
in ruins. But not for long. (see A 
Tour Through Arizona and Sonora 
in 1864.)   (this series to be continued 
next month)
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Letters
To Editors; 
  
Where to start?  I had intended to 
write about the history of politics in 
the United States, but all I can think 
about is the ongoing general election.  
What is so disturbing is that the 
Tea Party Republicans have named 
Donald Trump as their nominee. As I 
write this Trump has pulled even with 
Hillary Clinton in several key swing 
states and nationally, although I have 
listened to one pollster who said that 
in the next week Hillary should regain 
the lead and the lies Trump told about 
Hillary originating the birther scandal 
in	2008	and	that	he	finished	it	will	
probably	finish	him!		How	can	it	be	
that	a	man	that	has	had	five	children	
from three wives can be supported 
by evangelicals when a few years 
ago a divorced person could not be 
nominated? This is a man who calls 
anyone who disagrees with him vile 
names, makes fun of disabled persons, 
incites his followers to violence at his 
rallies (Katie Tur, MSNBC reporter, 
required Secret Service protection an 
a recent rally), who knows nothing 
about foreign policy and admires 
the Russiam despot Putin, makes 
policy recommendations that only  
benefit	the	rich	like	his	family	child	
care(which	would	not	benefit	low	
income families) and tax plans 
that would give a person earning 
$5,000,000 per year a $330,000 tax 
deduction and a person earing $75,000 
per year and deduction of $3,000. And 
a man who would appoint Antonin 
Scalia clones to the Supreme Court 
in the hope overturning Roe v Wade, 
a man who is a known misogynist, 
xenophobe, homophobe, fascist and 

narcissist?  
And worst of all this is a man that 
says the greatest challenge to man’s 
future existence, anthropgenic 
global climate change, is a hoax! 
Trump also said “we manufacture 
nuclear weapons so shy don’t we use 
them?” His ignorance on the issue is 
profound! 
 This is also a man with world 
wide business interests who has 
his products made overseas while 
exclaiming to the high heavens that 
he will bring back jobs to the U.S.A. 
and make America great again!!  
His recently opened luxury hotel in 
Washington, D.C. is full of Chinese 
and Phillipino made  beds, dressers 
and bathrobes!  Is it a surprise 
to anyone that minorities whom 
he regularly denigrates despise 
him?  And is it any wonder that 
Hillary’s comment that one-half of 
Trump’s supporters are a “basket of 
deplorables” was revised when she 
removed	the	one-half	qualifier.		Jane	
Goodall says that the way Trump 
treats his opponents reminds her 
of an alpha male chimpanzee.  An 
appropriate comparison I think!! 
I audit and comment on Facebook 
where	I	find	many	deplorables	whom	
I call despicables.  I attribute the 
condition of Trump supporters to a 
genetic disposition to Conservatism 
and whose lack of education leads 
them in the direction and support of a 
vile demagogue named Trump!!  
I implore you to vote for Hillary 
Clinton, a woman with the highest 
qualifications	of	any	person	who	has	
ever campaigned for the Presidency 
and who understands both domestic 
and foreign affairs. 
Recommended reading: PACIFIC by 
Simon Winchester - the dynamics of 
the ocean and the people surrounding 
it.... 
  
David L. Divine

To the Editor,
    There are times when people read 
an article that elicits a response and 
in the Aug paper such a response 
was triggered. The article in general 
terms was not outlandish and pointed 
many modern flaws that we are 
experiencing in the world of today.... 
in simple term “ times they are 
a’changin...” and NOT always for the 
better.
 This article continues to 
portray the general political education 
of our population,the thought that 
only the intelligentsia is capable of 
making the “correct” decisions for 
the public,the inferred idea that the 
Congress is generally racist, bought 
by special interest, poorly educated 
is, in my opinion, wrong. The article 
seems... no actually does establish 
his political philosophy and good for 
him... but if I tried to answer each item 
in this rant trying to prove him wrong.. 
it would  be waste of time and ink.
    However,if you would take Donald 
Trump’s name out and replace it with 
H Clinton , replace the 31 Republican 
Governors with Democratic Governors 
and the obvious Fox media names 
with names from MSNBC etc, replace 
the Koch Brothers with George Saros  
And maybe add a few major city 
Mayors to the mix it would read the 
same ,however, the political content 
would ring true.  All of the items that 
the writer blames on the conservative 
political side can be held up to the 
progressive side just as easily 
  Politics is not conducted in a 
vacuum, that being an absolute, 
there is much mud to toss back and 
forth .. some that sticks.. some that 

doesn’t on both sides..But before a 
person starts to get all fired up he 
better/should educate himself as to 
the political realities of this modern 
world..and not ridicule others until he 
does  educate himself in the historical 
facts regarding all political parties  
party. An example:Social Security 
funds first stolen by a demo president 
(LBJohnson.) and it continues...  
Affordable Care Act to keep medical 
cost lower....how’s that working out for 
you .
  We do need to have a political 
dialogue but one which allows us 
both to be educated in the other’s 
philosophy and certainly with 
regard..

 Greg Wedemeyer

Rev. Matthew Crary

OCTOBER THEME: Healing Justice
October 10 - Broken - Rev. Matthew Funke Crary - Santa Rita Chorale
October 9 - Just Us - Rev. Matthew Funke Crary - Santa Rita Chorale
October 16 - Connection Sunday - Ernie Lopez, with Guest Speaker 

James Asbell - Music Janie Pogan
October 23 - Pulpitpalooza - Rev. Matthew Funke Crary with Guest 

Preacher Rev. Linda Lawrence- Nancy Turner, Piano
October 30- Hallowtide - Rev. Matthew Funke Crary - Santa Rita 

Chorale

Dear Arivaca and loving friends,

 I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
love and support you all have shown me.  
Not just in my preparations for this new 
educational experience, but for the last 9 
years of my life in Arivaca.  A deep thank 
you to Janis for suggesting a raffle and do-
nating the quilt.  The raffle money totaled 
$1,208.  More than I could have dreamed.  
And to Ellen, who was passing around a 
“red envelope” to collect donations.  Her 
beautiful and generous idea raised over 
$700.  And with some donations that were 
not given through Ellen and not used to 
purchase tickets our amazing communi-
ty raised over $2,000 for my education in 
Ayurveda.  I cannot thank you all enough.  
You are all in my heart and thoughts every 
day.

 With love and gratitude,
 Regan



4 Connection October 2016

“Little Sister, Border Patrol, & 
Doc Robinson”
By C. Valarie Lee James, 2016    
         
Part I

It was late afternoon when my 
dogs	ran	ahead	on	the	flat,	dis-

appearing from sight. Ever since I 
read that walking dogs on a leash is 
a special form of hell for them, I let 
them run free whenever possible. I 
couldn’t imagine leash life anyway 
for desert dogs used to running 
broad	flats	and	long	cool	arroyos.			

I pushed past torn chain link and 
slipped out the gate hanging off 
its hinges. I had just returned from 
my mother’s memorial.   Like the 
dogs, there was little to hold me 
anymore. I scanned the sky, my 
thoughts as scattered as the cirrus 
clouds overhead. Cirrus clouds. I 
remember thinking. Bad weather 
coming.

Duke, my retriever barked sharply 
up ahead. Old Duke’s bark sound-
ed startled, scared and angry all 
at the same time, as piercing as a 
cactus thorn in the foot.  Something 
was very wrong. 

Where were they? My head 
snapped right and left. Where were 
the other dogs?

“Duuuuke!” I yelled. Nothing. 

I quickened my pace then looked 
back over my shoulder. Lulu, my 
mother’s	fluffy	Bichon,	a	charming	
but dubious inheritance, had come 
to a dead stop on the path, one paw 
lifted in the air. Accustomed to soft 
suburban grass not desert scrub 
and sharp rock, the dog sat frozen 
in place. 

“Lulu!” 

Damn, what a princess. What am 
I going to do with her? I ran back, 
scooped her up, and turned back 
to see my most recent rescue dog, 
Little Sister, running toward us, 
gushing bright red blood from ev-
ery part of her small poodle frame. 

I put Lulu down, dropped to my 
knees, and opened my arms. Little 
Sister leapt into my embrace just as 
she had the moonless night I found 
her, or more rightly she had found 

me, her curly white coat then um-
ber colored and nest-like, woven 
with cat claw and burrs. 

That night in the wild, she had 
been after a rabbit running across 
the road in front of my car. When I 
pulled over and got out of the car 
to take a closer look at whatever it 
was I had hit, the dog sprang from 
a pit of shadow on the side of the 
road	and	flung	herself	on	me.	She	
looked like a lamb covered with 
mud, a skinny starving lamb shak-
ing	in	my	arms.	Later	I	would	find	
out that she was half dead with a 
raging case of Valley Fever. 

This time I hugged Little Sister’s 
now crimson coat to my chest 
while I peeled off my bulky sweat-
er, swaddled her in it, and ran. 

In front of us to the west, stretched 
a vast deserted ranch ringed by 
mountains; behind me to the east, 
a half a mile away, neighboring 
ranches ringing the town of Ama-
do where I lived. But to the south, 
across	the	flat	there	loomed	the	
latest addition to our rural land-
scape, a Border Patrol checkpoint, 
its watchtower and stadium lights 
a dark smudge against the horizon.  
There!  Somebody who could help 
us.		They	had	to	have	a	first	aid	kit	
right? They just had to. 

I positioned Little Sister’s bloody 
body in my right arm, picked 
up	Lulu	with	the	other,	and	flew	
across	the	flat	as	fast	as	I	could,	
dodging thorny mesquite and 
cactus. Little Sister bounced in 
the crook of my arm, head tipped 
back	and	eyes	fixated	on	my	face.	
She made no sound. Each time I 
looked down all I could see were 
her big peyote button eyes, wide 
and shining. Lulu’s round body 
bounced, damn near dropping out 
of my other arm. Every ten paces or 
so, I had to hoist both dogs up mid-
flight	like	sacks	of	flour.		

Every so often I spotted Duke 
running the perimeter, keeping 
up with us, popping through the 
buffalo grass and then disappear-
ing again. I did not see Bella, my 
oldest and most sensible dog, a laid 
back, steady-as-she-goes Golden 
Retriever mix. Knowing Bella, she 
had probably returned to the ranch 
to hold down the fort until we 
returned. 

Half	way	across	the	flat,	Little	Sis-
ter’s eyes lost focus and her body 
went slack. I could feel her slipping 
away. I wanted to scream. Will we 
make it in time? 

By now my sweater was soaked 
with Little Sister’s blood and I was 
soaked with sweat. With each and 
every	flying	step,	the	dogs	got	
heavier and the small of my back 
clenched. Hang on, hang on Lit-
tle Sister, I prayed. We’re almost 

there.

By the time I made it to the open-
air border patrol outpost, my 
mouth was dry as dust and I 
couldn’t talk. I ran to the closest 
agent and thrust my bloody chest 
forward. He stepped back.

“He…lp,” I gasped. 
 
“What, a coyote got it?” the agent 
smirked, He was just a boy, pale 
and smooth and hairless.

“Do something!” I said in a 
whoosh of breath.  

“What dya want me to do?” he 
asked. Other agents approached 
but no one said a word. Instead 
they stared at the bloody bundle on 
my chest. 

“Don’t	you	got	a	first	aid	kit?”

“Don’t know ‘bout anything like 
that,” one of them said. “Maybe in 
the back.”

He turned, stepped under a tarp, 
and	into	a	small	field	trailer.	Out	of	
the corner of my eye I saw another 
agent fall back across the asphalt.

A minute went by and then an-
other. Jeez, what is taking him so 
long? 

The agent popped his head outside 
the trailer. “No, we don’t have 
nothing like that,” he said. 

“You	don’t	have	a	first	aid	kit?”	I	
shook my head. It was all I could 
do to keep my voice even, the 
scream in my head getting louder 
by the second.

“What am I gonna dooo”? I 
keened, mostly to keep from cry-

ing. 

I dropped to the 
ground clutching 
Little Sister to my 
chest. It was getting 
late, the sun setting 
and the day cooling 
off fast. The dog: a 
death watch in my 
arms.

“Hey,” an agent 
said. I looked up at 
his face and he was 
smiling.
It was the guy who 

had fallen back.

“I made a call,” he said. “We got a 
medic and he’s coming.” 

“Oh my god, Oh my god.” I said.  

I rocked Little Sister. Rocked and 
rocked her. Kept up a running 
banter in my brain until it spilled 
out my lips: “It’s gonna be O.K., 
It’s gonna be O.K.” Lulu sniffed the 
wad of sweater and then sat quiet-
ly at my feet.

“Where is he?” I asked.

“He’s on his way,” the agent said. 
He’s	close	by,	in	the	field.”

My cell phone rings and it’s my 
God daughter. Turns out she’s also 
close by, on her way home after 
work. 

“Be right there,” she says and 
hangs up.

At last the medic arrives, young 
and strong and capable. He takes 
the dog from me, lays her on the 
ground, grabs an ace bandage from 
his black bag and begins to wrap 
her tight like a mummy from head 
to toe. Soon only her nostrils and 
one eye show. 

“You gotta get her to a vet right 
away,”” he says. “She’s bleeding 
out.”

Photo of Little Sister



By Luke Brannen

I would like to share with 
the local community some of 

the projects that the Nogales High 
School (NHS) International Bacca-
laureate (IB) students are working 
on for the local community.  They 
are creating three long term proj-
ects; a local history book, a mural 
portraying the meeting between 
Moctezuma and Cortes, and a mov-
ie about the Spanish conquest of 

Mexico.  The pedagogy is to have 
students do authentic communi-
ty based projects known as project 
based learning.  
For assisting on these projects, I 
have enlisted some of our commu-
nity members; Carlos Parra and 
Mary Kasulaitis (local historians).  
They are helping the students find 
sources for their local history book.  
Mary visited NHS on the 15th of 

History Program Comes ALIVE at Nogales High School!

September to personally help the 
students on their topics.   Carlos has 
been finding academic articles for 
the students, and then electronical-
ly sharing it with the students.  He 
is working on his doctorate at USC.  
Also, the University of Arizona al-
lowed the IB history students to 
visit their library for a field trip to 
investigate their topics on the 19th 
of September.  During their visit, 

they learned how to search the U 
of A catalogues and visited their 
special collection archive to look at 
primary sources.  I am very thank-
ful for the help I received from the 
community and look forward to in-
volving the community more as we 
venture further into our projects.  I 
will also share the completed proj-
ects with the community when they 
are finished in the spring.

www.trico.coop  |  (520) 744-2944 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Saturday, November 12, 2016
at Trico, 8600 W. Tangerine Rd.
Arrive anytime between 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• There will be food trucks, live music, children’s activities and giveaways.
• Bring a copy of your bill for check-in, food vouchers and a raffl e ticket.

Save the Date: 
Trico Member
Appreciation Day

As we commemorate Veteran’s Day, we’ll be collecting items for a local veteran’s 
support organization at our Member Event. Trico Members are encouraged to 
bring donations of toiletries, socks, underwear, clothing, linens or cash.

• Bring a copy of your bill for check-in, food vouchers and a raffl e ticket.

As we commemorate Veteran’s Day, we’ll be collecting items for a local veteran’s 
support organization at our Member Event. Trico Members are encouraged to

NEIGHBOORHOOD CRIME WATCH PROGRAM 
FORMING FOR ARIVACA
 AND SURROUNDING AREAS. FINALLY!
A group of concerned and pro-active Arivaca resi-
dents has finally had enough of all the petty theft and 
drug related crimes in our wonderful little communi-
ty. What’s interesting is that everyone seems to know 
who the bad guys are, but still the crime continues. 
However I assure you this is NOT a vigilante effort and 
we will be working very closely with the sheriff ’s de-
partment, to let the local crime ring know in no uncer-
tain terms that they are no longer welcome in Arivaca! 
If you’re tired of having to lock up everything, includ-
ing your gardening tools, every time you leave your 
property, if you’re tired of having your actions con-
stantly watched by these petty thieves, learn how you 
can get involved, report crime or suspicious behavior 
anonymously if you wish, and have your property in-
cluded in the intended crime watch patrol route at no 
expense. For more information e-mail Tony at; tony-
beauchene1@gmail.com 

A few prudent ideas to keep yourself and your household safe from      
burglary:

• Invest in security cameras.  There are many on the market now, and 
prices have dropped considerably.  Some are just a simple device that 
records after movement triggers the camera, while others have night 
vision, can be connected to the internet, can send text messages to your 
cell phone, can pan and zoom through the internet, etc.  Identify which 
features are important to you and your situation.

• Invest in bike locks for ATVs, generators and other larger but still 
“moveable” items of high value.  Make it difficult to cart these big ticket 
items off.

• Install motion sensing lighting around your house and property.  Light-
ing is now available with LED lights and solar panels, so you no longer 
need to install them close to a power outlet.  These have also gotten 
cheaper and can be found at Harbor Freight or Amazon.

• Let a trusted neighbor know when you will be gone for a while, so they 
can check up on your place and keep tire tracks in the driveway.

• Even something as inoccuous as a pet door or small window can be a 
point of entry for a tresspasser, lock them up!

• Use lighting timers inside of your home to keep the lights on before you 
get home or if you are away.

• Consider installing an inexpensive motion sensing alarm with high 
pitched sound to alert you or neighbors of an intruder.

• Invest in a safe or gun safe, and install properly to keep jewelry, import-
ant documents and guns out of the hands of criminals.

• Use secondary locking devices on sliding doors and windows.  Even 
something so simple as a thick wooden dowel can help!

• Use a steering wheel lock on vehicles without security devices.

Last year’s mural, 2015 Pic: Luke Brannen



Sonoran Almanac

Night Sky
Compiled by 
Michael Landrum

Arivaca Lake Data by 
K. Randall and M. Landrum

TUBAC DENTAL 
Brian Kniff, DDS. 

(520) 398-8408 
Just a short scenic drive from Green Valley! 

General & Cosmetic Dentistry 
A Good Cup of Coffee 

Great People to Serve You! 

www.uchcaz.org 

UNITED COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 
17388 W. 3rd Street | Arivaca AZ 

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL 
(520) 407-5500 

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Primary Care 
• Pediatric Care 
• Free Transportation to and from     
  UCHC appointments 
• Free mail out pharmacy services 

Visual observing: 

* The Orionid meteor shower will 
peak on Friday, October 21st. The 
shower derives its name from the 
constellation Orion from which it 
radiates. The meteors are bits of de-
bris left behind by Halley’s Comet. 
You can expect a typical Orionid 
shower to produce around 25 mete-
ors per hour and the best time to 
view them will be after midnight. 

* M6 – the Butterfly Cluster. This 
open cluster of stars has a shape re-
sembling a butterfly and is located 
in the constellation Scorpius. Best 
viewing is in the south-southwest 
at an altitude of 21 degrees soon 
after sunset.
 
Observing with a small telescope or 
binoculars:

* NGC 7293 – the Helix Nebula, 
a planetary nebula located in the 
constellation Aquarius. The Helix 
is one of the closest and brightest 
planetary nebulae. A planetary 
nebulae consists of the gases ex-
pelled by a red giant star that has 
blown away its out layers at the end 
of its life. Best viewing is around 10 
P.M. In the south at an altitude of 
38 degrees.

 
* Asteroid Ceres will reach its 
maximum brightness of the year on 
Friday, October 21st. Ceres is the 
largest object in the asteroid belt at 
587 miles in diameter. Spacecraft 
Dawn entered orbit around Ceres 
on March 15th, 2015 and continues 
to send back data. An unexpect-
ed bright spot was discovered in 
a crater that astronomers think 
is probably a patch of salt high in 
magnesium sulfate. Best viewing is 

around 1:00 A.M. In the constella-
tion Cetus. 
 
Observing with a telescope and 
camera:

* IC 5146 – the Cocoon Nebula. 
This star-forming region in the 
constellation Cygnus highlights 
the tip of a long trail of interstellar 
dust. Although the nebula itself is 
small at 12 arcminutes, including a 
large portion of the sooty dust trail 
makes a nice astrophotography 
composition. Best viewed around 
11:30 P.M.

* NGC 7635 – the Bubble Nebula. 
The bubble shaped nebula is locat-
ed in the constellation Cassiopeia. 
It gets its shape from the a very hot 
star in its center that shed it’s outer 
shell of gas a few hundred thou-
sand years ago. The shell continues 
to expand and interact with the 
surrounding slower moving gases. 

 
Bright spots in Occator Crater, 

Ceres.
image credit: Courtesy NASA/

JPL-Caltech

and 
Bill’s 

Gems and minerals
Open starting the first weekend 

in October!

Open Friday & Saturday, 10-2
Call: (520)398-0963

Lake Level Update:
The Arivaca Lake level was measured just a few days after Hurricane 
Newton passed through southern Arizona.  Prior to this storm, lake 
levels were lagging behind the 2015 measurement, but still ahead of 2014.  
Following the storm, we matched the 2015 levels for the same month.  In 
2015, there was a strong storm in October which made the levels shoot 
up to just two feet below spillway.  It will be interesting to see if the same 
thing happens this year, otheriwse we will start to see lake levels decline 
by approximately one foot per month (which seems to be the predictable 
rate of decline in the winter when there is no rainfall).



October Highlight

Caffe aribaC

Home of Gadsden Coffe
e

16850 W. Arivaca Rd., Arivaca    1.5 miles before Downtown Arivaca
(520)398-3251

Open from 8:00AM-2:00PM Daily, serving Gadsden Coffee, 
specialty teas, lunch menu, pastries and a special brunch 

menu Saturday & Sunday from 8-11

Friday Night Music on the Porch-Through October, music and 
homemade pizza from 7PM-10PM
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Now Accepting Spring 
Consignments 

 

 

 
 

THE CONNECTION 
Ooh La La – OCT ‘16 Ad 
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Winter Hours 

Begin November 1st 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I19 Exit 48 
Amado, AZ E Side of the Fwy 

Amado Territory Ranch 
 

A Nonprofit Consignment Boutique 
 

Call For an Appointment 
398-3343 

50% - 50% Split 
 

Now Open Thru Oct. 
Tue – Sat 

10am – 2pm 

Check Our Cool  
Fall Styles 

 October 27-30
Southern Arizona Vintage Trailers and Rides
monster bash weekend!

La Siesta Campgounds

   -Thursday, early arrival and decorating for campers
   -Friday, campers can enjoy food, decorating and a meet and greet at 6PM
   -Saturday, Open for the Community! Chili cook-off ($5), BBQ Buffet ($10), games, music, 
book signings by special guests, trick-or-treating, and more!
   -Sunday, Happy Trails until December

Stay over and 
CAMP, or stop 

in SATURDAY!

Rated FIVE STARS on Yelp, Facebook and Google!

Camping your way! Bring a tent, travel trailer, RV 
or experience Glamping! Experience the splendor 
of the outdoors without forgoing the creature com-
forts you can’t live without. Whether Glamping in  
our Vintage Trailer rentals; Shasta, Terry, Airstream, 

Spartan; it’s camping on a grand scale.

Experience Arivaca!

1(520)398-3132
16005 W. Hardscrabble Rd., Arivaca AZ

Saturday, October 29
HALLOWEEN PARTY ! 
with Chuck Wagon & the Wheels

Costume Contest

Main St. Arivaca
Open 365

M-F 11am  S&S 10am
Full Bar - Carryout

    Cafe: 
Soup, Salad & Sandwiches

520.398.0810

Children studying 
bugs by the gar-

den

Ready for school 
and the weather!

Beth Lusby, AFD 
Auxiliary Treasurer 
and Natalia Radich 
welcome guests to 
the AFD Spaghetti 
Dinner at the Old 

Schoolhouse

A R I V A C A

Artists’
CO-OP GALLERY

Main Street, Arivaca   

520-448-7680
www.ArivacaArtists.com    

Open: Fri., Sun - 11a - 4p  Saturdays 10a - 4p
Also open by appointment  call 398-9859

 

Now Open for the Season
Stop by to see new works in fine 

arts & crafts by our members.



Arivaca Early 
Learning Center
By Nathalie Dresang

Our children, families, and staff have 
been working together to enjoy a 

wonderful transition from Summer to 
Fall.  Our two zucchini plants are bear-
ing squash, so we are preparing to bake 
muffins!

We have been studying long-legged 
grasshoppers and fuzzy caterpillars.  We 
study them for a little while and then we 
let them go.  We have also noticed quite a 
few vultures that like to fly over our play-
ground, they soar and swoop!

All the paper towel rolls that have been 
donated are turning into art projects and 
we are also using them to make pretend 
campfires.  We use our bamboo build-
ing blocks as marshmallow roasters.  We 
have some pretty fabulous imaginations!

We are looking forward to celebrating 
Fall with lots of leaf projects.  We are also 
using orange and yellow playdough to 
honor Fall.

Special thanks to our wonderful families, 
staff, volunteers, and community!  

Friends of the Arivaca 
Schoolhouse and His-
toric Townsite
By Mary Kasulaitis

The Friends of the Arivaca School-
house and Historic Townsite, 

Inc. (FASHT) held its first annual meet-
ing on Saturday, September 17. The 
mission of the organization is to main-
tain and educate the public about the 
historical significance of the Arivaca 
Schoolhouse and Townsite, and to pro-
vide support services related to preser-
vation, restoration, management and 
promotional activities. At the meeting, 
15 people signed up to become mem-
bers but we want to extend that wel-
come to anyone else who has an interest 
in history of Arivaca or who wants to 
help maintain the Schoolhouse.In hon-
or of the longstanding efforts of AFCE 
in this endeavor, Barbara Stockwell was 
thanked with a gift of flowers and much 
appreciation.

As did AFCE, the new organization will 
continue the care of the School building 
and Town Park under the trusteeship 
of the Presiding Judge of Pima Coun-
ty Superior Court. (liability insurance 
is covered by the State). With the new 
organization, more support can be pro-
vided for the history of Arivaca as well 
as other community activities. There is 
a great interest in historic preservation 
of the old buildings in town as well as 
plans for a museum in the future.

FASHT has a five member board of 
directors. Mary Kasulaitis, President, 
Priscilla Duddleston, Vice-President, 
Lea Anspach, Secretary, Mark Dre-
sang, Treasurer and Rexanne Tucker, 
Director. Everyone is welcome to join 
and help Arivaca to preserve and en-
hance our local treasures. Dues are $15 
per person. The next board meeting is 
scheduled for Oct 21 at the Library.

Arivaca Ecofest!
By Ari

Arivaca Ecofest – easy to say 
and understand, and puts 

us in good company among myr-
iad other ecofests of the world. 
(So please forget the other name 
we announced!) The EcoFest will 
take place on the fourth Saturday 
of January, the date of 14 years 
of Arivaca Home Tour. Stepping 
into this well-worn groove, we 
look forward to another commu-
nity-wide event, this one cele-
brating the earth and we humans 
living upon it.

This festival will be as much a 
home tour as the traditional 
Arivaca Home Tours have been 
– plus more. We have about 10 
fantastic Arivaca home sites 
lined up, featuring earth-friendly 
technologies and design, includ-
ing straw-bale, cob and adobe 
construction, water harvesting, 
passive and active solar energy, 
earth restoration for water man-
agement, land restoration, hy-
droponics and more.  

In addition to the tour, there will 
be speakers, exhibits, demon-
strations and vendors, out front 
at the Arivaca Action Center. 
Speaking events will be held at 
the Old School House. We wel-
come vendors, both local to Ari-
vaca and from the region, who 
focus on natural and sustain-
able crafts or products. Exhibits 
and demonstrations of relevant 
technologies, systems and topics 
are most welcome. The Action 
Center will be the location for all 
things eco and sustainable, and 
others are welcome to set up on 
Main Street downtown. 

As with previous Home Tours 
and other Arivaca events, all Ari-
vaca organizations and business-
es are welcome to participate. 
Our committee has begun to ask 
the various groups and organiza-
tions what they’ll be doing - and 
most are doing their traditional 
meals, bake-sales, etc.   The fes-
tival is in large part a fundraiser 
for all of Arivaca, and the op-
portunity to participate is open 
to all. So get your group thinkin’ 
and decidin’ what you’ll do. 

October 1st is the due date to 
let us know what you’ll be offer-
ing. To peak interest and make 
mouths water, festival promo-
tion includes descriptions of 
sites, exhibits, demos, speakers 
and food – so let us know. Any-
one planning to do a substantial 
or exotic exhibit or demo, let us 
know by Oct 1st so we can fea-
ture it. Smaller scale offerings 
can be decided later – there’ll be 
plenty of room for all.

We have our very own festival 
email account, below, and are 
currently creating a website to be 
the main venue showcasing the 
event. A big net will be cast to in-
clude and invite people from all 
over the region. The festival will 
be a great opportunity to learn, 
and share earth-friendly ways, 
network and create (more) com-

munity.

Our email address is: ArivacaE-
coFest2017@gmail.com.  Feel free 
to contact us there with your great 
ideas, or call Sunny, at 398- 2495. 
Contact Sunny also if you are in-
terested in providing or reserving 
lodging for festival participants.

Website information to come – 
stay tuned. In addition to being 
all about the festival, website will 

include information on Arivaca 
and links to other Arivaca sites. 
Postcards will be made available to 
distribute around; an easy way for 
us all to invite folks to attend.

We’re excited. We’ll need lots of 
volunteers. Let us know how you 
want to participate, and to share 
ideas or contacts you have. Thanks, 
and save the date: Saturday, Janu-
ary 28, 2017.

Attention all Parents and Kids!

communitY cAlendAr
Monster Bash Weekend, Southern Arizona Vintage Trailers and Rides: Is hosting a 
fun weekend full of tricks and treats at La Siesta Campgrounds in Arivaca!  Campers, 
the weekend starts early on Thursday!  Come in for early decorating and setting up.  
Friday there will be breakfast, lunch and dinner and Virginia’s Rancherita Mexican 
Food Wagon.  3:00 pumpkin decorating and 6:00 meet and greet.  Saturday, the 
Campground is open to the community!  Arivaca, Green Valley, Amado, Sahuarita, 
Tubac, Tucson and more, come on down for some Halloween fun all day!  There will 
be games, The Vintage Camper Trailers magazine book signing with Paul and Car-
oline Lacitinola, music at 4:00PM, Chili cook-off at 5:00 ($5), BK BBQ Buffet ($10) 
and Trick-or-Treating at 6:00 (bring candy!).  Sunday, relax and pack up until we see 
you again! (SEE AD PAGE 8), and visit our Facebook page for more information!

Florence Project Presentation:
In Arivaca, we sometimes see migrants as they are being or have been detained by 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. What happens after these people are detained? What 
sort of conditions do people, both minors and adults, find themselves in? What legal 
recourse is available for people once they are in detention? Join People Helping People 
for a presentation by The Florence Project, a nonprofit organization that provides free 
legal services to men, women, and unaccompanied children in immigration custody 
in Arizona. Snacks and refreshments provided. October 22nd, 5pm-7pm at The Old 
Schoolhouse.
SOA Watch: 
This year, the annual SOA Watch convergence will be in Nogales, Arizona and 
Nogales, Sonora, on October 7th to 10th! Background: The School of the Americas 
(SOA), renamed in 2001 the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
(WHINSEC), is a combat training school for Latin American soldiers in Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia. SOA Watch is an independent organization that seeks to close the US 
Army School of the Americas, under whatever name, through vigils, fasts, demon-
strations, nonviolent protest, as well as media and legislative work. The convergence 
has been moved to the border in order to expand the fight against U.S. militarization 
and imperialism.  For more information on the SOA/WHINSEC, SOA Watch, and the 
history of the convergence at the gates of Fort Benning, visit: http://www.soaw.org. 
For more information on specific event times and locations, visit: http://www.soaw.
org/border/. If you’re interested in marching with your neighbors or would like to 
coordinate rides, please call the Aid Office at 398-3093.

1st saturday - Patio Party - oct 1st

Jay Faircloth on acoustic guitar - 11:30 - 3:30 

La Gitana Cantina & Cafe 
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              the piano

the hour hand was edging towards 
one
when he sat down to play
his long fingers
athletically christened
from the womb
his black on black
tie on shirt
reflected whiteness
from his soul he said
the lights dimmed
and the murmurs stopped
eyes were fixed
the clinking of glasses
retreated to a silence
the vibrating notes
like a winter morn 
just before the avalance
that ,gathering, momentum
rolls and rolls and rolls
into a deafening cascade
that... overrtaking our senses
gives us 
a reason
to believe 

jj kazlauskas

NIGHT-TIME IN CORINTH

At the end of an exhausting day,
Lying on a borrowed bed in a foreign place,
Unable to sleep, troubled by thoughts that
Punctuate my mind with question marks,

  I ask

Was it a vision or an hallucination?
Am I doing the right thing, or am I
Deluded and deluding
In this frenzy of travel, speeches, writing?

                      I ask

Is this truly worthwhile,
Or is it all in vain?
Will my work be known – or forgotten -
A hundred, a thousand years from now?  

I’ll pray away my doubts;
Sleep, arise, renewed in faith
And continue on
To Ephesus- Delhi – Montgomery.

Loretta Carmickle

Idioms

    Idioms
pass to oblivion
oft in a quotidian.

Marcella Perunko

      A Wondering Fool

Alone I sought refuge
   of a solitary place,
And, lo, I found a garden
   concealed in misty space.

Alone I sought the coolness
   of its deep and azure pool,
And threw myself beside it
 a lost and wondering fool.

Marcella Perunko
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POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601         

SazConnection@gmail.com 

• Published monthly as an open 
forum journal. 

• All contributions are welcome, 
but should be less than 1,000 
words for general interest or 250 
words for public notice articles.

•Emails with attachments 
preferred

• DEADLINE: 20th of each month
The open forum format is for ideas, 
opinions, experiences, whatever you 
want to share with the world. Your 
submission must not use libelous, 
profane or vulgar language.

•  All rights reserved 

• Articles are solely the property 
of the named contributor, reprint 
or use without their permission is 
prohibited.

• Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or 
the advertisers.

STAFF:  
Publisher- Kristen Randall
Layout Manager- Michael Landrum

CONTRIBUTORS:

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9a - Noon: Farmers' 
Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources 
Rummage Sale 

2nd Sat - 10a - Arivaca Alive! 
meeting at Arivaca Library

SUNDAYS - am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call for 
times - 398-28391

1st and 3rd Sun. 3:00pm - People 
Helping People In the Border Zone:  
meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian Aid 
Office.

1st Sun - 3:30pm - Arivaca Water 
Coop meet at town water yard

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca 
Action Center - Board mtgs. 
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

Last Sun - 5:30pm - Arivaca Potluck 
at Obe Sweetwater’s home 

1st and 3rd Sunday - Board Games 
for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 
398-3010

MONDAYS:

 4:00 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old 
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
5:30- 6:30 pm - Silent Meditation at 
Old Schoolhouse

2nd Mon - 6:30pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. 
Auxilary - at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health 
Services - 4pm - meeting at the 
Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca 
Women & Wine, 5-7pm at the Old 
Schoolhouse.

WEDNESDAYS: 

Meaningful Moments Holiday Craft 
Workshops: Wednesdays 2-5 
October-December ACC
3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library 
Book Club call 594-5239

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human Resources 
Group mtg. - Human Resource Office 
Public Invited

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

3rd Thurs - 7pm - Arivaca Fire District 
board mtg @ Fire House   www.
arivacafiredistrict.org 

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca 
Action Center 

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tween Nite

3rd Fri - 3pm - Arivaca Family and 
Community Education Assn. At the 
Library 594-5235  

3rd Fri- 11:00am Friends of the 
Arivaca Library - Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a month 
posted on ACC white Board at the 
PO or call 398-3010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-
Fri. after school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

 COST:   25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.  
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge. 

NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.      
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com        

Un-Classifieds

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet 
individual accommodations.  $15 
per day.  520-398-2526. 

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY 
RD   Free rattlesnake rehomeing 
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative 
to killing these valuable predators. 
520 820 2947.

FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 
BR, 2 Bath home on the water 
in the Bahia. All necessities 
furnished. Call 398-9634

ARIVACA HELPING HEARTS – 
Do you need help? Call 520 954 
5777. If you can help, call 520 954 
5777. Please check out our ad for 
more details.

RV/TRAILER PARKING    Space. 
Near Arivaca on 40 acres fenced 
with cattle guard, 45 foot shade 

Canopy with side patio awnings. 
$350.00 per month, includes water, 
electricity & sewer. Call 480-216-
8982 

IF YOU WANT TO DRINK, 
THAT’S YOUR BUSINESS  If 
you want to stop, that’s ours. 
AA Meetings, Tubac Community 
Center, 50 Bridge Rd., Tubac, AZ 
85646. Open to all: Mon., Wed., 
Fri. 7 PM, Tues.Noon. Men’s 
meeting: Sat. Noon

THINK YOU MAY HAVE A DRUG 
PROBLEM? We can help. We are 
Narcotics Anonymous.  Tubac NA: 
Tues. & Thurs 6:00 pm, Community 
Library, 50 bridge rd, Tubac.

Idioms

    Idioms
pass to oblivion
oft in a quotidian.

Marcella Perunko


