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Two More Murders: Santiago Padilla and Frank Oury
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Hello Friends, Readers and Contributors,

It is with a heavy heart that Connection once 
again looks for a printer, as the Arizona Daily Star printers will be dismantled 
as they move operations to Phoenix. The people who work there have become 
friendly faces when I go to pick up my order once a month, and I will miss 
them. Whoever we decide to print with will be our fourth printer in as many 
years, and will likely not be in Tucson. It looks like there are no more printers 
in Tucson capable of doing this type of job. 
 
Newspapers are changing, and soon the only ones left in print will be niche 
publications like this one. The smell of the newsprint and ink, the feeling of 
paper between the fingers...these might one day be memories as we move 
towards an increasingly digital world. Slowly digesting a paper throught the 
day or a month has been replaced by catching snippets on a mobile device. 
More and more we read the news we want to read, rather than being exposed 
to ideas and viewpoints that challenge our own.

So please remember to support your local newspapers and your hardworking 
local journalists. Remember: democracy dies in darkness.
               Kristen Randall
On the cover: Another beautiful piece of art by David Jácome

For longtime Tucsonans, the Jácome name may bring up memories of one of Tucson’s oldest and well-es-
tablished families.  Tucson native David Jácome is an independent contract sales agent with United 
Healthcare Medicare Solutions, providing public and private presentations in Green Valley, Arivaca, Vail 
and Tucson.  He resides in Green Valley with an office at the Green Valley Village.  
David graduated from the University of Arizona where he played collegiate baseball before being drafted 
by the Cleveland Indians organization.  He has received three patents by the United States Patent Office 
pertaining to the game of golf.  He is an enrolled citizen of the Muscogee Creek Nation located in Okmul-
gee, OK.  
You’ll find David at a booth at the Green Valley Farmers Market on Wednesday mornings and at Arivaca 
Human Resources on many Tuesday’s, providing Medicare insurance plan information that he represents.  
David Jácome  (520) 425-6522.   

 Kelly’s Mobile 
Sharpening Service
The ultimate cutting edges

Steel, carbide, ceramic knives, scis-
sors, garden tools, shop tools, hatchets, 
chain saws, kitchen knives and more! If 
it takes an edge, I’ll sharpen it.
Ten or more items and I’ll come to you, or call ahead 
and drop off from Tuesday-Friday from 8:30-4:30 and 
I’ll sharpen while you wait. Look for the sharpening 
sign on Universal Ranch Rd., four gates down from 
Arivaca Rd. 

Dan Kelly (520)336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Rd.

kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

In 2009 we suffered through the 
murder of Brisenia Flores and her 

father, Raul. These murders tend to 
stand out in the history of a small 
place where everyone knows every-
one else.  However, the memory of 
those deeds eventually tends to get 
lost, and over the decades a story 
that seemed horrific at the time can 
just disappear. In times past two 
other murders shocked our town.

There may still be folks around 
(quite old, or family members) who 
remember very clearly the murder 
of Santiago Padilla.  It happened 
on Christmas Day in 1931. It seems 
that Santiago was estranged from his 
wife, Francisca (Pancha), who had 
gone home to live with her mother, 
Dona Placida Aros.  Frank Cortez, 
a relative of Mrs. Aros', had come 
back to Arivaca after an absence of 
twelve years, and was staying with 
her, too.  Santiago took offence at the 
interest Cortez apparently showed 
in Francisca.  According to the Citi-
zen:  "Padilla, the evidence showed, 
resented the presence of Cortez at 
his wife's home.  He protested and 
is said to have threatened to kill his 
wife.  He was asked to leave.  On 

Sunday before Christmas, Francisca 
Padilla, her mother and Frank Cor-
tez went to Ruby to see the officers 
there and register a protest against 
Padilla's threats.  Upon their re-
turn to Arivaca, Padilla stood in the 
road with a loaded rifle and without 
warning began shooting at the three.  
Cortez, to protect the women, leaped 
from the car and returned fire. Nine 
shots were exchanged with no dam-
age but several dents in the body 
of the car.  Padilla disappeared and 
the following day the trio came to 
Tucson and obtained a warrant for 
Padilla, charging him with assault 
with a deadly weapon.  The warrant 
was never served." Sheriff Bailey 
had apparently talked to Santiago 
and had reason to know that there 
are always two sides to every sto-
ry.  "Trouble over a woman" didn't 
seem to him to merit an immediate 
arrest.

On Christmas Day the two men 
met and began to talk together as 
they walked towards Arivaca creek. 
Frank Cortez apparently took out 
his gun and shot Santiago Padilla 
once in the back, then again in the 
mouth.  There were witnesses who 
would later testify at the trial that 
Padilla did not have a gun or knife, 
which contradicted Cortez' testimo-
ny that it was "either him or me." 

Cortez ran away across the cienaga 
and hid in a shack south of town.  By 
and by, he decided to give himself 
up to Frank Edgells, the local bor-
der patrol officer, mostly because 
he was afraid the friends and broth-
ers of Padilla might find him first.  
Some say he was persuaded to give 
himself up.  Cortez freely admitted 
he shot Padilla, but with reason. 
Assisting in the search for Cortez 
were George Smith and  Fred Pyatt, 
customs officers stationed at Ruby. 



Helping Ease

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents (living 
within the 85601 zip code).  If you need a little help with 
any of the following expenses, give us a call! -Propane, 
water company, clinic co-pay, medical, taxes, rent, gas-
oline, phone, eye glasses and other approves expenses!

Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
$100 in assistance every six months

Contact us at (520)398-3032, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and fre-
quency of disbursals.  Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the 

expense directly to the vendor

Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown        
Arivaca!  Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts.  Check 

us out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822

(Yes, there was local law enforce-
ment in those days.)

The coroner's inquest was held in 
Arivaca. The Arizona Daily Star 
reported:  "The little school house 
was packed with the neighborhood 
of Arivaca, for the most part friends 
of the slain man and enemies of 
Cortez."  According to the Citizen, 
"The jury sat in the small and un-
comfortable school seats while the 
judge and county attorney used 
kitchen chairs hurriedly brought 
from a nearby ranch house."  As the 
inquest began, one could hear in the 
distance, the hammering together of 
a coffin and "the clink of the pick 
and shovel of the friends of the dead 
cowboy who were preparing his last 
resting place in the cemetery adja-
cent to the school.  The digging of 
the grave kept up monotonously 
and as the sun was slowly sinking 
behind the purple hills, a brother 
of the dead man asked the judge to 
excuse him in order that he might 
drive 60 miles across the desert and 
hills to secure a priest to officiate at 
the last rites."   The Star patroniz-
ingly considered this a "primitive 
setting," to which the Coroner and 
Sheriff brought law and order. Frank 
Cortez pleaded not guilty.

The wheels of justice moved more 
swiftly in those days, and in Febru-
ary, 1932, the trial was held, lasting 
only a few days.  Although charged 
with murder, the jury found Cortez 
guilty of manslaughter, and recom-
mended the full punishment of 9-10 
years in the State prison.  Apparent-
ly Cortez served at least eight years.  
They say he came back to Arivaca at 
some point, but of course, he didn't 
stay.

Vaquero friends composed and sang 
a corrido in memory of Santiago Pa-
dilla and the day on which he was 
killed.

The second murder recounted here 
took place some thirty years prior, 
in 1893.  Frank Oury, the victim, 
was an exceptional, good looking 
young man whose parents, Wil-

liam S. Oury and Inez Garcia Oury 
were well-known Tucson pioneers.  
Frank was born in Tucson in 1864.  
He grew up there and later graduat-
ed from Berkeley.  His parents had 
passed away some years before and 
he had returned to stay in Tucson.  
In 1893 he was just beginning the 
profession of mining engineer, and 
was in Arivaca to meet with General 
R.H. Manning who had mining in-
terests here.  

On September 19, the two men were 
in the hotel (the white house across 
the street from the Merc), along with 
Pedro Miranda, the owner, and Igna-
cio Ortiz.  According to the Citizen:  
Three masked men entered the place 
and demanded money.  Frank chose 
to grapple with the knife-wielding 
bandit nearest to him and seemed to 
be getting the better of the struggle 
when one of the others ran over to 
Frank, placed a gun against his ribs, 
and pulled the trigger.  Frank con-
tinued to fight, following the bandit 
out the door, whereupon he was shot 
again, and this time the wound was 
mortal.  A number of other shots 
were fired, but no one else was hurt.  
The bandits made their escape. 

One of the outlaws apparently had 
ties to someone in Arivaca.  The 
search for them extended into Mex-
ico.  Eventually, four men were im-
plicated in the murder.

Tucson mourned the passing of its 
golden boy with an extensive funer-
al and daily articles in the newspa-
pers, lamenting the loss of such a 
fine young man.  Arivaca's image 
slipped:  it became known as the 
place where Frank Oury was killed. 

References:  Pima County public re-
cords; The Arizona Daily Star; Tuc-
son Daily Citizen; William Sanders 
Oury: History-maker of the South-
west by Cornelius C. Smith, Jr.  In 
regards to the Padilla murder, thanks 
also to the excellent memories of 
several former Arivacans who were 
there at the time of the shooting, but 
who have since passed on.

Check out our website at 
www.southernarizonaconnection.com 

for archived issues and more!



Letters
Connection                                                                                                       Page 4

Universal Ranch RV Village

RV Spaces:
Daily         $25.00
Weekly    $125.00
Monthly  $400.00

Includes All Utilities and Wifi

www.universalranchrv.com

(520)447-8018, call or text to make 
a reservation or for more info

15785 W Universal Ranch Rd.
Arivaca, AZ 85601

RV Spaces $25.00/Night, Full Hookups 30/50 Amp
&

Furnished AirBnB Units from $40.00/Night

New Restaurant Coming Soon!
Arivaca Soul (Great Soul Food)

Grand Opening Friday, November 2nd at Universal Ranch 
Open Thurs-Sunday, 3 to 9PM

Long Term Rentals $375.00/month

Arivaca Soul Food Restaurant
Dinner hours: Thurs-Sat 3pm-9pm 

Sunday 12pm-7pm
Breakfast Sat 7am-12pm Sun 7am-11am

(520)284-7355

Borderland 's Unitarian Universalist

FOR RENT! 5th Wheel, $420/month 
includes power and water

What a great article by Paul Taylor.  
It seems like Every one is ignoring 

climate change. Mr Taylor should submit 
his article to the Tucson & Phoenix news-
papers, so more people could read it.  It's 
like we are all saying....what color should 
we paint our house,??? when actually our 
"house" is burning down.  Wake up!!! We 
need to do this NOW.  Sincerely Virginia 
Wing.

Greetings!

From my March 15 walk along the Río 
Santa Cruz, between Río Rico and Tu-
macácori, Arizona, elevation ~3,500' in the 
Sonoran Desert:

#1 - It's a quick transition from desert to 
riparian areas.  

Horses (see tracks on trail) were here be-
fore me today, so watching where one 
walks is important to avoid not only rattle-
snakes but horse leavings as well!

The south entry to the historic Anza Trail is 
near the ruins of a large adobe farmhouse.  

There are still many farms and ranches 
along the river, including the world's larg-
est pecan grove in Green Valley 30 miles 
north of this photo, and also the world's 
largest communal eco-village at Avalon 

Organic Gardens 3 miles north of this pho-
to.

#2 - Appearances are deceiving:  The east 
bank I'm standing on is 10 feet above the 
river, and the tree in upper right is ~30 ft. 
tall.  

L a r g e 
trees line 
the river 
from the 
border at 
Nogales 
most of 
the way 
to Tuc-
son 60 
m i l e s 
away.

It's easy 
to see 
w h y 
Captain 
Anza chose following this river as his 
starting off point to found the city of San 
Francisco in the 1770s, the first overland 
route from Mexico to California.  A legend 
in southern Arizona, Anza safely conveyed 
the 300 settlers in his care over months of 
walking rough terrain previously unex-
plored by white men.  Despite one wom-
an dying in childbirth, her baby survived 
along with another born en route, so they 
arrived at San Francisco Bay with one per-
son more than they'd started with!

#3 - Grass is growing, trees blooming, and 

wildflowers soon to come, after an unusu-
ally very wet winter of rain and snow.

No mammal sight-
ings this walk, only 
insects (moths, but-

terflies, no see-
um's) and birds 
(finches, Egyptian 
mourning doves, 
and an unseen elf 
owl with its distinc-
tive pet squeaky-toy 
vocalization).

The top minnow 
recently returned to 
this portion of the 
river for the first 
time in 15 years.

#4 - Two days ago, 
the entire bank you 
see was under wa-

ter.

The river exists due to runoff from moun-
tains over one mile higher in elevation to 

the east, and lower mountains to the south 
and west.

Today was a per-
fect day for hiking:  
cloudy, in the 60s 
F, and trails already 
dried out from over 
2" of rain two days 
prior.  But not so 
dried out that the 
trails had turned to 
dust, which makes 
walking difficult as 
when walking on 
a very soft sandy 
beach.  Three miles 
of walking in these 
conditions today 
was easy compared 
to when the trails 
are completely dry, 
when that would be 
equivalent to walk-
ing  six miles on soft 

sand!

#5 - Posted opposite my point of depar-

Siding With Love



Offering  private health consultations, in-
home workshops, and community classes. 

Āyurveda, the indigenous heath care system from 
India, emphasizes diet, lifestyle, and use of herbs to 
maintain health and facilitate healing.  The focus is 

on bringing balance to the body-mind-spirit for 
each persons' unique and individual needs. 

I am committed to making Āyurveda accessible to 
whomever is interested in feeling better in their 

body-mind-spirit.  Please inquire about sliding scale 
if Þnances are a barrier.  It would be a sincere honor 

and privilege to work with you. 

Regan Wendell, AHC 
www.stableinself.com 
stableinself@gmail.com 
520-303-3604 (no text) 

Stable In Self Āyurveda

Āyurveda Self Care Workshop Series 
Taught By Regan Wendell, AHC 

Sunday, February 3rd - Fundamentals Of Āyurveda: Like Increases Like, Opposites Balance 

Sunday, February 24th - Daily & Seasonal Routine: Living Within The Rhythm Of Nature 

Sunday, March 10th - Digestion & Nutrition:  Food As Medicine, Food As Poison 

10am-3pm at the Old School House in downtown Arivaca.  Please pack your own lunch. 

$60 per workshop or $145 for all three if paid in advance. 
Please register by January 21st for the Þrst workshop.  
Arivaca discounts and scholarships available! 

For more details about each workshop,  go to www.stableinself.com  

I request that you attend the Þrst workshop in order to come to either of the other two.  If you 
have questions about this, please contact me.  

Contact Information:      stableinself@gmail.com  520-303-3604 (no text)

Living Yoga & Āyurveda

By Regan Wendell, AHC

Home Cleansing - Clearing Excess From 
The Body-Mind-Spirit Cleansing, or clear-
ing excess from your life, is an important 
and valuable ritual. Whether it is accumu-
lated toxins, excessive thoughts, undigest-
ed emotions, too much activity, or excess 
belongings in the home, "clearing the clut-
ter" helps to cleanse the body, mind, and 
spirit. Cleansing can look like many things, 
and in Āyurveda we always consider the 
individuals' unique and present needs.

It is recommended to clear out accumu-
lated excess at the change of seasons, 
especially in the spring and fall. A sim-
ple home cleanse can help to rest and re-
set the system, clear out toxins or excess 
doṣa, and bring peace and rejuvenation to 
the body-mind spirit. Taking at least three 
days to slow down, detach from excess 
stimulation, and eat a kitchari mono diet 
(or some other one-pot vegetarian meal) 
during times of change (seasonal or other-
wise) is a wonderful and supportive form 
of preventative medicine. Cleansing can 
also serve as a reset button to refocus into 
healthy, supportive routine and habits.

In this article I am talking about a simple 
three day mono-diet cleanse that anyone 
can do at home. You could also engage 
in gentle, weekly cleansing, by eating a 
mono-diet for all three meals one day per 
week, and avoid snacking. For any multi-
day cleanse, plan to start at a time when 
you have a light schedule with out too 
many work or social obligations. The less 
engaged you are with the outside world, 
the more able your body-mind-spirit will 
be to cleanse and detoxify.

The week before you begin your cleanse, 
it is helpful to start to slow down and con-
centrate your diet on vegetarian meals. 
Weaning yourself off of caffeine, sugar, 
alcohol, and refined food is ideal. Get your 

bills, laundry, household chores, and phone 
calls out of the way, if possible. Declutter 
your house, and create a sacred space for 
writing, reflection, yoga, meditation, or 
any other spiritual practice. It is helpful 
to come up with a daily routine for your 
cleanse, and write it down. When we have 
routine, especially around meals and sleep, 
the nervous system is more calm, which 
means we are better able to digest food, 
emotions, and experiences.

Daily Routine:
• Wake up before sunrise.
• Brush your teeth and clean your tongue 
before ingesting.
• Have some warm water first thing upon 
rising, after cleaning your mouth.
• Spend time daily with your spiritual prac-
tice. Try to do at least one sacred practice 
in the early morning and evening, at the 
same time each day.
• Eat three meals per day, avoid snacking. 
If you have blood sugar issues or are feel-
ing weak, take four smaller meals per day.
• Eat your meals at regular times each day. 
Breakfast 6:00-7:30 a.m., lunch 12:00-1:00 
p.m. and dinner 5:00-6:00 p.m.
• Eat slowly, with awareness. Do not eat 
to full capacity. You want to be satisfied, 
not full.
• Slow, easy walking is good, no other 
exercise besides gentle stretching or yoga 
practice.
• Observe celibacy.
• Drink warm, calming herbal tea in the 
evening such as chamomile, lavender, and 
licorice.
• Go to bed before 10:00pm, ideally 9:30 or 
earlier. Mono-diet:
• You will eat the same one-pot meal, ideal-
ly kitchari, three times per day for all three 
days of the cleanse.
• You can find a kitchari recipe on my 
website, www.stableinself.com, or in any 
āyurvedic cookbook. Kitchari is basically 
a stew made with rice and mung beans or 
red lentils.
• It is best to eat freshly cooked food each 
day, rather than leftovers. This can be ac-
complished by cooking enough in the 
morning for the entire day.

Rejuvenation and post cleanse protocol is 
of the utmost importance. Do not plan on 
doing a multi-day cleanse if you cannot 
commit to slowly weaning yourself off for 
at least 3 days. It is very important to give 
your body-mind-spirit space and time to 
convert back to a regular flow, so as not to 
inflict harm to the system.

Post Cleanse:

• Plan to take 3-5 days to slowly move back 
towards your usual diet and lifestyle rou-
tines.
• Gradually add additional cooked and 
whole foods one at a time. Start by adding 
different plant based foods that you usually 
digest well. If your regular diet consists of 
animal based foods, add in dairy first then 
meat, not on the same day. Make sure you 
are digesting well as you add in additional 
foods one at a time.
• Continue any/all of the daily practices 
from above, including spiritual practice 
and mealtime regularity.
• Avoid extreme exercise such as running. 
Do not push yourself physically for at least 
one week. Gentle walks in nature are won-
derful for rejuvenation.
• Avoid sugar, alcohol, caffeine and pro-
cessed foods for as long as possible. When/
if you choose to bring them back in, strive 
to use half of what you were ingesting be-
fore.

Contraindications: Do not do a home 
cleanse without consulting a trained pro-
fessional if you are pregnant, nursing, 
menstruating, or in an acute state of illness 
or infection. 

Taking the time to cleanse is a gift to the 
body-mind-spirit. You can look at it as a 
retreat, and use the time to go inward. 
When we take time to care for ourselves 
we are better able to care for those around 
us. If you are interested in deeper forms 
of cleansing, please schedule a consulta-
tion with myself or another trained profes-
sional. There are many ways to go about a 
cleanse, and with professional assistance, 
your cleanse can be tailored to your spe-
cific needs. I am committed to making 
Āyurveda accessible to anyone interested 
in feeling better in their mind-body-spirit. 
Please ask about sliding-scale if finances 
are a barrier. www.stableinself.com

very large stick.

In fact, based on recent past history of re-
ported UFO sightings in the area by both 
homeowners and members of ufology 
groups, statistically I'd be more likely to 
see an ET here than a mountain lion!

This week's walk, I passed only three peo-
ple, two dogs and one horse in almost 3 
hours of exploring.  It's a great way to clear 
one's head on the challenges of daily life, 
and to appreciate the different forms of liv-
ing and vibrant Nature around us.

ture for the next segment of the Anza Trail.  
Yet there is no similar warning on the trail 
going in the opposite direction which is 
where I'll be next time.  I presume this is 
because this signed section of trail has lots 
of people, pets and cooking food at the Tu-
macácori Mission which attracts visitors 
from all over the world, and the smells/
sights/sounds make it far more attractive 
to visiting mountain lions from the nearby 
higher-elevation forest than the deserted 
section to the south with no deer and very 

few other mammals. 

As always, I hike only in late mornings/
early afternoon which makes big cat en-
counters less likely.

And I 
wear a big 
hat and 
a large 
backpack 
w h i c h 
make me 
seem big-
ger than 
its usu-
al small 
mule deer 
prey, and 
carry a 
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ON!

COMING!!!

TYE DYE TEE

Thursday, Friday and Sunday 11 am - 4 pm  Saturdays 10 am - 4 pmwww.arivacaartists.com

Nuclear to the Rescue

by Paul Taylor

Based on our human-caused existential 
environmental crises, it is realized that 

we must rapidly stop burning fossil fuels 
and urgently adopt new energy sources.

Let’s look closely at the limitations of solar 
and wind energy applications: very low ef-
ficiency, requiring unacceptable fossil fuel 
back-up; uses rare earth metals; large foot-
print unsuitable for urban areas; relatively 
short life span with early replacement costs; 
high subsidies add to base costs; vulnerable 
to storm damage; difficult, costly recycling; 
high maintenance costs; difficult grid con-
nections; and can not match the efficiency, 
safety, application choices, and enormous 
energy output of modern nuclear power.

Here is where nuclear energy comes to the 
rescue. A new age has arrived that is de-
manding the adoption of  energy-securing 
nuclear power. The exciting news is that 
President Trump has signed into law two 
Pro-Nuclear Legislations that will modern-
ize American nuclear future. One law is the 
Nuclear Energy Innovation and Moderniza-
tion Act(NEIMA), which directs the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission(NRC) to “make 
regulations more quickly with respect to 
new nuclear reactors.” This became law in 
January 2019, with a 361 to 10 House vote 
and an unanimous vote in the Senate. This 
is exciting veto-proof legislation.

The other law is the Nuclear Energy Inno-

vations Capabilities Act(NEICA) which 
was signed earlier in September 2018. 
This law “updates the mission and objec-
tives of the Department of Energy’s civil-
ian nuclear energy programs, particularly 
supporting the deployment of advanced re-
actors and developing a reactor-based fast 
neutron source for the testing of advanced 
reactor fuels and materials.” This should 
speed up the development of advanced 
reactors in the US. The law commits the 
government to support commercial nucle-
ar, fostering cost-sharing and partnerships 
between government and the private sec-
tor. This is critical as developing nations 
are in urgent need for energy security. This 
law will help the US regain and maintain 
its nuclear leadership in the world.

There are several other strong provisions 
that will help accelerate the development 
and deployment of advanced nuclear tech-
nologies. This would include assembly line 
manufacturing and transportation of reac-
tors to sites.

Today’s crisis makes it essential for our 
congressional members to become na-
tional and international heroes by making 
veto-proof laws for the US in concert with 
other nations in preventing civilization col-
lapse. Without heroes, collapse presides. 
Note that Heroes emerge within groups 
of Heroes. We humans become what oth-
ers interactively allow us to become. To 
Congress, I say, be heroic by creating an 
emergent Hero that supports the collec-
tive heroes, who have learned the value of 
serving in gratitude for Nature’s Gift’s of 

Life which our existential challenge makes 
abundantly clear.

With the rapid growth of nuclear energy 
security across the world, we can antic-
ipate a very bright future where peace 
reigns strong. The request is for more hero-
ic veto-proof quality legislation to success-
fully address the challenge of supplying 
adequate nuclear energy on the time-scale 
needed, without which we can only grieve 
the future suffering for those who follow.

SITTING QUIETLY ON MY FRIEND’S 
PORCH, CONTENT

by Dan Kelly
Life is wonderful, when we live it in the 
present.  We so benefit from quiet and 
just being in the space we inhabit. There’s 
nothing amis and the universe really is per-
fect as it is. 
Grok that and there’s peace, there’s harmo-
ny and there’s synergy. It’s when we strug-
gle with life not fitting our pictures that we 
trap ourselves in an internal conversation 
about brokenness. 
It’s not broken. It can and will always be 
different one day to the next, but in sum it’s 
fine as it unfolds. It’s from that space that 
we find contentment and energy to engage.   
Our habit is to run the maze with the ve-
locity of a ferret on amphetamines,  on a 
hamster wheel, and a squeaky one at that. 
Quietly being present to the sky, earth, 
sounds and smells transports us to a spiri-
tual place beyond the disappointments and 
struggles. The past slips away, the future is 
lost in the moment and the soul hears the 

majesty.
It is in that space that possibilities unfold, 
where the vision of who we can be as hu-
man beings at our best comes into focus. 
We become grounded in a quiet, unassum-
ing peace.
Our job is to carry that into the world and 
softly offer it up to those who would hear. 
And together, from that space, that ground-
ing, open possibilities for healing and 
peace rather than struggle and angst. 
Have we not struggled in despair long 
enough to let that go and put our energy 
into creating openings for transformation? 
We are inseparably linked. Let it be for the 
highest and best we can bring, one to an-
other that guides us. 
Laugh with me. The would-be emperors 
are bare-assed naked, exposed and afraid. 
Let them wallow in their insecurities. 
Together as communities we can transform 
ourselves and our planet with little strug-
gle.  In our homes and relationships; in our 
neighborhoods; and in the communities we 
inhabit. 
That’s not to say it doesn’t take effort and 
action. It takes a grounded shared vision, 
intention, effort and action. And we can be 
that space outside of struggle; rather, pur-
suing it with joy as purveyors of possibil-
ity. 
It is never top down. Transformation al-
ways starts at the deepest levels of relat-
edness and shared visions of possibilities 
through our relatedness. 
All else is illusion, a frenetic run on the 
hamster wheel.



 
 

(520) 398-8408 

  Brian Kniff,DDS. 
TUBAC DENTAL 

 Complimentary New Patient Exam 

 Peaceful Environment 
 Quality Care       
 Great People To Serve You                                                            
  …..and a good cup of coffee! 

Just a 20 minute scenic drive 
from Green Valley! 

Have you received a written itemized proposal from a Dentist in Mexico?  
We offer no charge consultations for price matching!      

A written estimate is necessary for providing a fair estimate.   

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132

www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties?  Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado Properties

Arivaca Properties
-Nice Home 1552 SF on 10 Acres / another 20 available.
----with Large1650 Sf  Separate Workshop  $225K
-10 Ac Home on Old Stage w/ Separate Bunk HS n Hot Tub on 
Deck 
-Home on Crooked Sky, 1700+ SF, 10 Acres $249,900
-Arv Rd MM11 HS w Guest HS 15-25 Acres, Possibilities ++

Land
10 Acres, Well Drilled, Rolling Land, Views, Crooked Sky
-10 acres , Treed, fenced on 3 sides Crooked Sky  $35K
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for homesite
Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
20 and 40 Acre Parcels s of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40-
$80K
Two 5 AC parcels Trees n Vegetation off Jalisco $25K each
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed, Hardscrabble  
Arivaca Town Site Commercial Lot  $50K across from Restau-
rant

Amado
One Acre lot by Cow Palace on Arv RD
5 to 10 Ac Parcel w/ Well  2 Mi S of Cow Palace (2754 W 
frontage rd)

Tales From the Garden

by Emily Bishton

Ever since arriving at our Arivaca home in 
October 2016, I have spent morning after 
morning in my front garden, and sunset 
after sunset, gazing at the stand of giant 
Cottonwood trees along Arivaca Creek.  I 
never get tired of their great beauty, wheth-
er in the full flush of spring growth as they 
are now, or with bare branches silhouetted 
against the sky during the coldest, darkest 
days of winter.

Their great beauty exists on a much deep-
er level too:  For many decades they have 
grown there, with thousands of woodpeck-
ers and nuthatches prying umpteen insects 
from the cracks in their bark, and gener-
ations of towhees scratching for beetle 
larvae between their massive roots.  How 
many songbirds have bathed in the pools 
below them, and how many hawks have 
looked down from the top of their cano-
pies?  How many Coatimundi have slept 
in their branches?  These trees have ances-
tors that grew here for many hundreds of 
past years too.  How many Mesquite beans 
were ground on stone matates in their deep 
shade on a summer’s day, and how many 
stories told below them in the glow of fire-
light?

All of these things and more are what pass-
es through my conscious and subconscious 
mind as I look at these Cottonwoods that 
tower over the nearby Mesquites and ev-
erything else, including me.  My heart was 
moved the first time I laid eyes on them in 
1993, and the feeling just grows stronger 
every day that I now get to live within sight 
of them. 

Yet even a small tree can be overflowing 
with life.  Just this morning, I gazed in de-
light at the 10ft tall Apricot tree that has 
burst into bloom over the past week in 
my garden, as a Hooded Oriole and Gila 
Woodpecker sipped its flower nectar along 
with Broad-billed, Rufous, and Black-
chinned Hummingbirds, as well as several 
Pipevine Swallowtail Butterflies and doz-
ens of honeybees.  What a beautiful ban-
quet for them, and what hope I feel for a 
resulting bounty of apricots I might get to 
eat this summer!

I can’t help but wonder, “Is it possible to 
be in love with trees?”  Perhaps you think 
that’s a silly question, or that these Cot-
tonwoods pale in comparison to the Red-
woods or Baobabs, or that Apricot flowers 
are not so special.   Maybe you're right, but 
that doesn’t change the pitter patter in my 
heart!



Around ArivAcA
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Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

Protect them withProtect them with
beautiful copper caps.beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Viga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga Covers

 

Monthly Garbage 
Service, $30.00 
Monthly (weekly 
pick-up) Household 
garbage only 
4 bag limit. We 
do yard clean-up 
also, call for more 
information! 

J & K RECYCLING 
AND GARBAGE 

SERVICE

Contact Jerry at 
(520)470-2113

Summer at Arivaca Human Resource

Although the spring equinox has just 
passed, in Arizona summer comes 

quickly thereafter.  The temperatures will 
soon be approaching 90-100 degrees and 
those with cooler places to go are head-
ing there.  Included in those are many of 
our kitchen helpers.  This leaves us with a 
shortage of kitchen helpers over the warm-
er months.  Even those who cannot com-
mit to a specific time all year may well be 
available more during the summer.  

Arivaca Human Resource is in need of 
additional volunteers over the summer 
months.  Please volunteer your time to this 
worthy cause.   Many clients have nothing 
more to eat other than that provided by 
HR.  If HR does not have sufficient kitch-
en workers to chop, braise or box the hot 
meals, there will be some in our commu-
nity who will not get their one hot meal a 
day.  This plea sounds a bit dramatic, but it 
is unfortunately true.  HR depends on the 
volunteers in the community to complete 
the goals for which HR was created.

On a happier note, our Thrift Shop and 
the First Saturday Yard Sale are going 
gangbusters.  We continue to get many 
donations from the community and from 
organizations in Green Valley.  Many of 
the items for sale are new and have never 
been used.  Some of the clothes are well 
known brand names and still have the tags 
on them.  The monies from these two fund 
raisers are used to fulfill the needs of HR 
which are not covered by grants or other 
financial sources. Items such as printer 
ink to keep our printer ready to copy those 
documents the community needs copied 
as well as additional food products not 
donated and other miscellaneous items.  
Although the funds for these incidentals 
are not included in other financial sources, 
they are still needed to meet our obliga-
tions to the public.   So come on down and 
get your summer wardrobe.  Interestingly, 
children's clothes often go unsold … so the 
Thrift Shop is a good place to start your 
shopping for your children.   Our prices 
are more than competitive with other thrift 
sources.  Most items are still 50 cents.  We 
look forward to meeting you and seeing 
how we can be of assistance or fill you in 
on the activities of our organization.  We 
have the coffee pot on most of the time!

There is one favor we ask.  When donating 
clothing items to the Thrift Shop, please try 
to donate items for winter in the winter and 

summer things in the summer.  We do not 
have space to store these items and often 
these items get passed on to other agen-
cies who can handle that kind of overflow.  
Thanks in advance! 

Concert

The Weil Family will be in concert at 
Faith Baptist Church of Arivaca on 

Friday, April 26th at 7:00 pm.  Seth and 
Cassy are former residents of Arivaca and 
now reside in Panguitch, Utah. Both are 
accomplished musicians and have great 
voices. Add to this their love for God and 
you have an amazing night of Gospel Mu-
sic. Their Children will also be performing.  

Easter Sunday

Faith Baptist Church of Arivaca will be 
hosting a breakfast on Easter Sunday. 

April 21st)  at 9:00 am.  This will be fol-
lowed by the church service at 10:00 am. 
Come out and enjoy the food and fellow-
ship as we remember the resurrection of 
Christ! Please RSVP to 398-3217 so that 
we can plan on enough food. We sincerely 
hope that you will join us for this special 
day.

Arivaca Early Learning Center
April Update

We have been spending a lot more time 
outside these days!  The weather, as 

you know, has been beautiful!  Our pansies 
are flowering, our peas and sunflowers are 
growing, and our radish...it's amazing!  It 
started last fall from seeds from the previ-
ous year.  The root is bigger than an apple 
and the top is at least 3 feet tall and has 
wonderful yellow flowers all over!  We 
think it might grow to be a radish tree!

We are all working on using our words, 
sharing, and learning.  March was our Love 
of Pete the Cat month.  We had a reading 
frenzy of all Pete the Cat books.  On our 
wacky wednesdays we dressed in Pete in-

spired ways:  wore shirts with buttons, sun-
glasses, and our favorite colors.

We had a family picnic which was abso-
lutely great!  Thank you to all the children 
and families for attending!  What a nice 
way to spend a few hours and enjoy good 
food and good company. 

Friends of Sonoita Creek 
Presents

How Healthy is Sonoita Creek?
 
  Sonoita Creek is a small, histori-
cally perennial stream, a vulnerable 
rarity in an arid climate.  It is an oa-
sis, the life blood on which a vast 
and diverse number of plants and 
animals depend. Rapid Stream Ri-
parian Assessment (RSRA) is a tool 
for gathering information about the 
health of Sonoita Creek. 
  On April 12, Dr. Peter Stacey, Pro-
fessor of Conservation Biology at 
the University of New Mexico will 
present the RSRA method and the 
results of five-years of assessment 
done by Friends of Sonoita Creek 
in the important birding areas above 
Patagonia Lake, at the Nature Con-
servancy’s Patagonia-Sonoita 
Creek Preserve and in the Sonoita 

Creek State Natural Area. 
 
Date & Time:
April 12, 2019 @ 7:00 pm
Place:
Cady Hall at the Patagonia Library
342 Duquesne Ave, Patagonia, AZ 
85624, Patagonia, AZ 85624
Read More: http://sonoitacreek.org/
Dr. Stacey will train volunteers in 
this method on April 13th & 14th.
Contact Gould226@hotmail.com 
for further information about this 
training.



Arivaca.com
YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!

Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado, 
Altar Valley and Elephant 
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

THE SNOW

on the carport roof is getting deeper,
it looks like a fluffy blanket

with the separations between red tiles
disappearing from view.
There is only one spot

on the long rectangular carport roof
covering eighteen vehicles

that looks like it is has a heater of some sort
because the tile shows through the snow

 that seems to be melting there.
I deduce that the seemingly straggly few

tree limbs hanging over the roof,
touching the roof in that partially melted spot

have the ability to protect that area
from the multi-layers of snow.

And now I’m thinking those few straggly tree limbs
are like a motley crew of people

 who, by joining and working together,
have the ability to effect change.

Margaret Ann Adams

SOMETIMES

 when we do an act of kindness
we don’t realize

we are one necessary cog in a love machine
that is doing a huge project.

Each little action of each little part
at just the precise timing

completes the job.

Margaret Ann Adams

The Desperation of Mark Napier, Part 
Tres

By Solomon D.

How desperate is Sheriff Napier to 
snag the federal money for Oper-

ation Stonegarden this year? Is it pos-
sible that he's desperate enough to lie 
on the grant application? Is it possible 
that he's desperate enough to lie to the 
county oversight commission charged 
with reviewing data?

A couple of weeks ago, I predicted that 
the grant application would be made 

public shortly. Now it has, and I was 
able to get a copy of it. Or at least I ob-
tained the portion that he chose to re-
lease. (More on the omissions below.)

One key question the sheriff had to an-
swer was this:

Is your agency fully staffed?
Here's the answer he gave:

PCSD is sufficiently staffed to ensure 
all planned OPSG deployments are ful-
ly staffed.

First of all, notice that fails to answer 
the question. "Sufficiently" and "fully" 
aren't the same. Second, I'm not even 
so sure about "sufficiently." Read on 
and decide for yourself whether this is 
entirely truthful.

Consider, if you will, this photo of a 
document obtained last week from 
PCSD via public information request 
(photo: Pima COunty Sheriff's Depart-
ment Staffing Levels).

As you can see in the Total column, the 
overall staffing level is 92%. That's ex-
actly what Napier has claimed in pub-
lic statements. That sounds reasonably 
adequate, right?

Let's take a closer look. Notice first of 
all that sergeants and command level 
ranks are fully staffed, 100% across the 
board. Now look at the SPEC RESP 
column. That's the Specialized Re-
sponse Division, consisting of squads 

that do special missions, like Search 
and Rescue and SWAT teams. They 
are staffed at well above 100%, which 
brings up the total without adding to 
available staff for regular patrols or for 
Stonegarden.

Let's now look at the largest and most 
important divisions, the ones that do 
most of the actual community polic-
ing. First, CID, or Criminal Investi-
gations Division. Those are the detec-
tives who investigate crimes, and their 
staffing level is a miserably inadequate 
77.78%. There are 28 unfilled detective 
positions.

Finally, there's the Patrol Division, 
and here's where we can see how truly 

misleading the 92% number is. We be-
lieve that most if not all of the deputies 
working Stonegarden are in the Patrol 
Division. The staffing level shown is 
86.19%. However, looking below we 
find that of the 206 current deputies in 
the division (33 lower than quota), an 
additional 14 are unavailable for a 
variety of reasons, including 9 on mil-
itary leave. That brings the 206 down 
to 192, meaning that the staffing lev-
el in Patrol is really 80.33%. Sources 
also tell us that some patrol deputies 

have been 
a s s i g n e d 
other duties, 
such as a ju-
dicial post. 
This brings 
the number 
of patrol du-
puties down 
below 80%.

That is sig-
n i f i c a n t l y 
lower than 
92%, and it's 
low enough 
to call into 
question the 
notion that 

PCSD is sufficiently staffed to conduct 
Stonegarden operations without jeop-
ardizing the Department's readiness to 
conduct its primary mission of assur-
ing public safety for all Pima County 
residents.

So we ask, what is Mark Napier hid-
ing, and why? His OPSG application 
confidently says his department has 
sufficient staff for all operations. Is it 
true? We can see that staff levels in the 
Patrol Division may be as lower than 
80%. That would be dangerously low 
even for ordinary operations.

What about it, Mark? Are you desper-
ate enough to lie on an official grant 
application?
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United Community Health Center
at

Arivaca 

Rachel Ramsower, DO
Pediatrician

Donald Smith, MD
Family Practice

17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601
520.407.5500

Comprehensive Primary Care Services
Enrollment Services

FREE Appointment Transportation
Pediatrician Now Available 

(First Friday of the Month, Call Today!)

Dental Care for Kids
520.407.5617

We come to Arivaca!

Humanitarian Aid Volunteers Sentenced 
with Fines and Probation for Putting 

Water in Desert

TUCSON - On Friday, four No More 
Deaths/No Más Muertes volunteers 

convicted of federal misdemeanors were 
issued fines totaling $250 each and sen-
tenced to 15 months of unsupervised pro-
bation. Natalie Hoffman, Oona Holcomb, 
Madeline Huse, and Zaachila Orozco were 
convicted in January of this year for engag-
ing in humanitarian work on the Cabeza 
Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, a vast and 
remote area south of Ajo, Arizona. In the 
summer of 2017, one of the hottest on re-
cord in Arizona, the volunteers put out wa-
ter and food on the refuge in the hopes of 
staving off death by dehydration for people 
walking in the desert.  They were charged 
several months later with Entering a Wild-
life Refuge Without A Permit, Driving in 
a Wilderness Area and Abandonment of 
Property.

During the trial, Judge Velasco stated that 
“I think it goes without saying: You need 

water in the desert, and without water you 
will die.”

“The border crisis in this country is a mat-
ter of life and death.  History will not favor 
those on the wrong side of it,” said defen-
dant Madeline Huse. “Our border policy 
continues to push people into remote and 
dangerous parts of the desert.”

Over 10,000 individuals and 500 organi-
zations signed onto a statement of support 
asserting that, faced with the same crisis of 
death and disappearance, they too would 
choose to put water in the desert. The state-
ment was published in today’s Arizona 
Daily Star.

The sentencing comes on the heels of 
federal prosecutors forgoing criminal 
prosecution of a second set of No More 
Deaths defendants on the same charges.  
On February 21, Caitlin Deighan, Rebec-
ca Richeimer, Zoe Anderson, and Logan 
Hollarsmith agreed to receive civil infrac-
tions and a fine of $250 each in exchange 
for criminal charges being dropped. A 

ninth defendant, Scott Warren, faces mis-
demeanor charges for his work on Cabeza 
as well as three federal felony charges for 
other humanitarian aid work. Both trials 
are scheduled for May 2019.

EVIDENCE IN SCOTT WARREN TRI-
AL POINTS TO TARGETED GOV-
ERNMENT SURVEILLANCE AND 

RETALIATION

TUCSON: A motion filed by the defense 
in the case of United States v. Scott Warren 
last week in Tucson federal court has re-
vealed the sweeping extent of government 
surveillance of No More Deaths/No Más 
Muertes and the retaliatory nature of Dr. 
Scott Warren’s arrest in January of 2018. 
The Motion to Dismiss due to Selective 
Enforcement details months of communi-
cation between US Border Patrol (USBP) 
and US Fish and Wildlife Services (USF-
WS), beginning as early as July 2017, dis-
cussing the movement and activities of No 
More Deaths volunteers in Ajo, AZ.

The motion asserts that Dr. Warren’s ar-
rest was a targeted act of political retalia-
tion resulting from No More Deaths’ open 
criticism of Border Patrol’s human rights 
abuses, and that as a result the Court must 
dismiss the charges against Dr. Warren or, 
if the charges are not dismissed, compel 
the disclosure of additional evidence of 
discriminatory actions taken against No 
More Deaths by the US Border Patrol.

Key revelations highlighted in the motion 
include:  

● USBP and USFWS personnel had been 
in ongoing communication since July 2017 
to track the activities and whereabouts of 
No More Deaths volunteers providing hu-
manitarian aid in the deadly Ajo corridor 
(pages 15-16).  

● Agents from USBP and USFWS ex-
changed detailed information about No 
More Deaths volunteers, including Dr. 
Warren’s home address (page 17) and the 
make and model of Dr. Warren’s  personal 
vehicle (page 16). 

● In direct contradiction of testimony by 
the arresting officers that surveillance was 
initiated on The Barn in response to infor-
mation that two undocumented individuals 
were in the Ajo area (page 5 of Exhibit 15), 
USBP agents from the Ajo Station set up 
surveillance on the Barn on January 17 
2018 immediately after receiving No More 
Deaths’ Interference with Humanitarian 
Aid report on destruction of aid supplies by 
USBP agents, in an apparently retaliatory 
action (pages 18-20). 

● In the course of their surveillance of 
The Barn on January 17, USBP Agent 
Brendan Burns texted USBP Agents John 
Marquez and Alberto Ballesteros “2 toncs 
at the house” upon seeing Dr. Warren out-
side with two individuals he believed to be 
undocumented. In response, Agent Balles-
teros responded, “What!?!?!?!?!?! Nice!” 
The filing notes that “this is surely not the 
reaction of a professional Border Patrol 
Agent every time he locates an undocu-
mented individual” (page 21).

As stated in the filing, this collusion be-
tween federal agencies to selectively target 
No More Deaths volunteers, and in partic-
ular Dr. Warren, for surveillance and arrest 
“makes clear that [USBP Agent] Marquez 
had his sights set on NMD, and Scott War-
ren specifically, although he never stated 
any reason to suspect them of doing any-
thing illegal.”

Read the full text of the motion here:

h t t p s : / / w w w. s c r i b d . c o m / d o c u -
ment/402020760/Dr-Scott-Warren-Mo-
tion-to-Dismiss-due-to-Selective-Enforce-
ment

Stonegarden Grants Make Us All 
Less Safe

To the Editor:

The Star reports that Sheriff Napier is 
applying once again for a Stonegarden 
grant.

These federal funds require the Sher-
iff's deputies to stop large numbers of 
vehicles on the pretext of a minor traf-
fic violation, to check the vehicle for 
undocumented immigrants, and to turn 
any undocumented immigrants over to 
the federal authorities.

We have a large immigrant population 
in Pima County, and these immigrants 
understand when the Sheriff is collab-
orating with border authorities. The re-
sult is that immigrants, documented or 
not, will not call for law enforcement 
help when they need it. That leaves us 
all less safe.

The County Board of Supervisors 
wisely rejected the Stonegarden money 
last year. Let's keep it that way.

Jim Perry
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Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
vaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________

Buzzard’s Return 

By Christina Nealson

It’s a joke that garners a wild west guffaw: 
you’re sitting with friends taking a break 
and along glides a buzzard aka Turkey Vul-
ture. Her featherless head points down as 
her slow, tippy flight circles ‘round, casting 
a shadow across dirt and rock. Better get 
moving … show signs of life! laughs the 
group. 

Mercifully, we’re not the target of their 
fly-bys. Their talons aren’t designed to 
carry food. Their preference is soft rotted 
skin that’s easy to tear and eat immediate-
ly and evolution has equipped them well: 
they have the largest olfactory system of all 
birds and can smell death over a mile away. 

It’s March. Arivaca’s dozens of migrating, 
red-leathery-headed vultures have arrived 
from south of the border, perhaps from as 
far away as South America. Whether you 
call them committees, venues or volts (all 
correct), they soar in on blue-sky days, es-
chewing clouds and rain for warm sunny 
thermals. They land in various tall trees 
and snags around town, and roost in the 
rocks that surround Arivaca Lake. Further 
afield, their migration flocks can num-
ber thousands. Their routes are overland, 
avoiding large bodies of water in favor of 
land-birthed thermals to aid their five to 

six-foot wingspans. Their wing flaps are 
few and far between, lending to the mes-
merizing quality of their flight. While their 
day time foraging is solitary, they gather in 
groups to feed on carrion, eating one at a 
time.  A group of feeding vultures is called 
(are you ready for this?) a wake. 

I’ve camped for weeks under an old 
growth mesquite TV roost and it’s a sight 
to behold. Silence pervades their lives. 
No songs, no calls, only soft hissing or an 
occasional cluck. The rush of their dark 

brown wings is magic. Even their roosting 
arguments are silent, as those already po-
sitioned for the evening are displaced by 
late-comers. The jockeying for position on 
tiny branches amazes. A full-grown vulture 
with a 67’’ wingspan, 26” long, weighs 
only three to four pounds.

The Turkey Vultures passing through Ari-
vaca will roost, replenish and show off 

that wingspan in early morning stretches 
from tree tops, cliff edges and power poles. 
When they nest further north, they lay eggs 
on ledge recesses, in caves, hollow logs or 
even on the ground. They take over aban-
doned nests but do not build their own. 
They are monogamous and return to their 
nest site yearly. Nest sites from which you 
want to keep your distance. When adults or 
chicks feel threatened, they will vomit in 
your direction. 

Barring projectile vomits, Turkey Vultures 
and I share commonalities. We prefer se-
clusion and silence. We are drawn to tree 
snags … them to roost, me to photograph. 
We fancy juniper berries and grapes, theirs 
on the vine, mine in a bottle of gin or wine. 
We even have similar migration routes. 
I’ve pondered if the TVs catching thermals 
at the top of Devils Tower WY, my recent 
park ranger locale, were Arivaca familiars. 
While I’m not one for rot and never owned 
a roadkill cookbook, I like to think, in a 
nod to Darwin’s survival of the fittest, we 
agree that roadside guard rails should go 
away.  

Turkey Vultures are named after wild tur-
keys, who also have a red, featherless head. 
They are related more closely to storks 
than hawks or eagles. Perhaps we need a 
version of a buzzard delivering a baby to 
desert-dwelling parents? Okay, maybe not, 

but Arivaca’s harbinger of spring begs for 
acknowledgement. A shindig. A parade. 
While Hummers and Meadowlarks are 
resplendent, nothing jerks our chain like a 
buzzard’s morning statuesque wingspread 
facing the sun; or their circling hundreds 
kettling up and up to catch thermals as they 
go about their daily mop-up of roadkill and 
desert death. They fill our sky with silent 
grace and continue on, leaving us to ponder 
empty skies. 

Worthy of a toast, I say.



On wheels, moved by hand, not towed. Picture upon request. $500.00 delivered. 520-389-9059. camperman70@yahoo.com

FOR SALE: COMBINATION 
LATHE/MILLING MACHINE, 
Smithy model Granite 1220 
LTD. Inclueds all cutting 
mounting, and measuring tools. 
Very low hours. $1500. Picture 
upon request. 520-398-9059. 
camperman70@yahoo.com
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Un-Classifieds

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet 
individual accommodations.  
$20 per day.  520-398-2526. 
FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 
BR, 2 Bath home on the water 
in the Bahia. All necessities 
furnished. Call 398-9634
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL 
BY RD  Free rattlesnake 
rehomeing by R D Ayers. 
Humane alternative to killing 
these valuable predators. 520-
820-2947.
DOG CARE RESORT Clean 
country accomodations. $20 per 
day. 520-398-2526.
FOR SALE – 1975 GMC 1 
ton dually, 454 cu. in.  Has 
gooseneck hitch and tool box. 
Runs good.  $3,000 obo.   Call 
(520) 820-2947.
FOR SALE – 1978 Jeep CJ5 
Runs Great. New bikini top, 
New exhaust system, New tires, 
Custom wheels, New motor 
mounts, New upgraded radiator. 
$3,000 obo. Call (520) 820-
2947.
ACCEPTING DONATIONS!  
Arivaca Helping Hearts is 
accepting donations for the year!  
As a 501(c)3, your donation is 
tax deductible.  So if you need 
help or if you can help, please 
give us a call! See ad on page 3.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG 
PROBLEM WE CAN HELP 
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
in Tubac every Thursday 
evening at 6PM at the Tubac 
Community Center, 50 Bridge 
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646  Open to all
REGENERATING ARIVACA 
meeting and potluck first Sun-
day of the month at the Ariva-
ca Community Center at 5 PM.
FIREWOOD-SEASONED MES-
QUITE 16” length-Delivered and 
stacked, $300/cord, call 520-
425-7625
1 BED MOTOR HOME RENT 2 
OWN $450.00 Month. Includes 
Power,Water,Wifi Move in Today! 
Call 520-447-8015

I BUY HOMES & LAND FAST 
Call or  Text Jim at 520-447-8015, 
www.sellusyourhouseonline.
com
HELLO GOOD PEOPLE, 
THE 10 FENCED ACRES ON 
HARDSCRABBLE RD, hilltop 
views, well, electric 600 ft to 
property line, $42 K by owner. 
(520) 429-4307.
ARIVACA MOVESMOVES 
Tuesday 7-8:15, by donation. 
A place for movement. We 
alternate between a country 
swing/disco/etc. week and 
an improvised experimental 
music week for contemplative 
movement. All welcome!
RELIABLE CONSTRUCTION 
HELP needed, $15/ hr. 520-
303-3105
RANCHO DE LA OSA IS 
NOW HIRING. Kitchen staff, 
housekeeping, maintenance 
and wrangler positions are 
available. Call 520-401-5648 for 
more information.
GIFT CERTIFICATES  $45, 
great massage therapy, call 
Gina (520) 327-1405
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 
SPONSORS FREE SPANISH 
CLASSES Beg. Tuesdays 
5:30-7 and Int. Mondays 5:30-
7 @ the Arivaca aid office (and 
sometimes the bar)
KELLY’S MOBILE 
SHARPENING SERVICES The 
ultimate cutting edges.

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage 
Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet 
at town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, 
and Dec)

SUNDAYS - 9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-400-
9608

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the 
Border Zone:  meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian 
Aid Office.

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center - 
Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

3rd Sunday - 4:00-8:00pm - Board Games for 
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

 3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary 
- at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services - 
4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women & 
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board 
mtg @ Fire House   www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library Book Club 
call 594-5239

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human Resources Group 
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action 
Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old Schoolhouse

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action 
Center 

3rd Friday - 5:30-8:30pm - Tween/Teen Nite

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and 
Community Education Assn. At the Library 
594-5235  

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca 
Library - Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on 
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010 for 
info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. 
after school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

Have Medicare questions? 
I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed Sales 
Representative
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520) 425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

Have Medicare questions?
I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed Sales
Representative
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520)425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

See ad on page 2.
Dan Kelly
520-336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Road
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.
com

COMBO PICK-UP AND RV 
FOR SALE - Ford F-550 crew 
cab diesel dually. Excel 5th 
wheel 5 slide outs w/d hardwood 
floors rear kitchen. Information 
630-240-1668.
RUBY MINES ENTRANCE TO 
PROPERTY BY PERMIT ONLY 
NO FURTHER OPEN GATE 
ACCESS Thursday through 
Sunday
howard@rubyminerestoration.
org www.rubyaz.com 520-744-
4471 for permits.

FOR SALE: CEMENT MIXER, 3.0 cu.ft. one half bag, with 3.5 HP Briggs & Stratton engine. 

We will 
miss 

you, Joe 
Shook. 


