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Hello Friends, Readers and Contributors,
An ode to the flowers and trees!
Their smells and bright colors do please.
But hold for one sec,
As I bow my neck,
To let our a great, giant sneeze!

Ramón Ahumada
By Mary Kasulaitis

Yes, I'm allergic to everything it seems, and this year has tested my allergies in a way
that has moved the bar. Even still, I've thoroughly enjoyed the beauty and full ponds
and tanks in our part of the world immensely. Other good news is that the Colorado
River shortage has been pushed back one year. I know that one year isn't much, and in
terms of water it really isn't, but we were staring down the barrel of imminent water
cutoffs which would have devastated local communities and agriculture. It would be
nice if this wet winter was a sign of the end of this long drought, but there's no way to
know. Pray/dance/sing for rain!
In other news, it looks like Connection will continue to be printed with The Arizona
Daily Star for a few more months and then transferred to The Arizona Republic in
Phoenix. There are no more newsprint printers in Tucson anymore, where at one time
there were multiple. A sad day for a dwindling craft. I will try and see f there is a
Union printshop somewhere, but it doesn't look likely. In the meantime, enjoy the last
newsprint printed in Tucson and enjoy this beautiful month ahead of us!
-Kristen

On the cover: Another beautiful piece of art by David Jácome
For longtime Tucsonans, the Jácome name may bring up memories of one of Tucson’s oldest and well-established families. Tucson native David Jácome is an independent contract sales agent with United
Healthcare Medicare Solutions, providing public and private presentations in Green Valley, Arivaca, Vail
and Tucson. He resides in Green Valley with an office at the Green Valley Village.
David graduated from the University of Arizona where he played collegiate baseball before being drafted
by the Cleveland Indians organization. He has received three patents by the United States Patent Office
pertaining to the game of golf. He is an enrolled citizen of the Muscogee Creek Nation located in Okmulgee, OK.
You’ll find David at a booth at the Green Valley Farmers Market on Wednesday mornings and at Arivaca
Human Resources on many Tuesday’s, providing Medicare insurance plan information that he represents.
David Jácome (520) 425-6522.
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he first Arizonan to be inducted into
the National Cowboy Hall of Fame
in Oklahoma City was Arivaca's own
Ramón Ahumada. Although he had
no children of his own, a generation of
young men, too numerous to mention,
proudly bear the name of Ramón, Ray
or Raymond, in honor of the gentleman
who managed the Arivaca Ranch for
forty years.
Ramón Ahumada was born in Batuc in
the Altar District of Sonora in 1868, the
son of Jose Ahumada. His uncle, Jose
Vega, was mayordomo on the Arivaca
Ranch in its earliest years. Vega brought
Ramón to Arivaca when he was just a
young boy, and raised him to follow in
his footsteps. Ramon became mayordomo before he was 21 years old. When
the Arivaca Land and Cattle Company
was incorporated in 1909 by Noah C.
Bernard, John Bogan, George Pusch,
John Zellweger and Ramón Ahumada,
the principals were blessed with business savvy, personality, ambition, and
in the case of Ahumada, the ability to
manage cattle on a large scale. Thus the
company was able to expand until it was
one of the biggest operations in Southern Arizona.

In those days there were few fences and
cattle roamed at will. As Phil Clarke
Discount!
said, "Cattle
roamed from hell to breakPrepaid Price
fast
before
barbed
wire came into gen12.50/20
25/42
40/62
54/82
66/102
105/150
134/192
250/350

Kelly’s Mobile
Sharpening Service
The ultimate cutting edges

Steel, carbide, ceramic knives, scissors, garden tools, shop tools, hatchets,
chain saws, kitchen knives and more! If
it takes an edge, I’ll sharpen it.
Ten or more items and I’ll come to you, or call ahead
and drop off from Tuesday-Friday from 8:30-4:30 and
I’ll sharpen while you wait. Look for the sharpening
sign on Universal Ranch Rd., four gates down from
Arivaca Rd.

Dan Kelly (520)336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Rd.
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

eral use. The cattle were wild and so
were the cowboys." The annual roundup was a community affair in which all
the ranchers and cowboys gathered the
cattle, separated and branded the calves.
According to an extensive article in
the Arizona Cattlelog, Ramón was frequently chosen to boss these roundups,
because of his ability to manage cattle
and men as well. "Sometimes as many
as 5,000 cattle would be sorted in one
day, with a crew of from 70 to 80 men.
Ahumada would break his crew down
into four wagons, assigning one group
to work certain valleys of the Baboquivari foothills, another towards the east
in the Atascosas, and so on, covering
an up-country sweep 40 miles wide
over countless hills, arroyos, flats and
mountains. As the sorted and gathered
bunches were driven in to the day's
campsite, the confusion to almost everybody would seem complete. But as
the sun went down, order would gradually emerge, the calves being driven
off in one direction, various bunches of
2 and 3-year old steers being merged
into one driving herd, the mother cows,
minus their calves, trailing off for their
more familiar ranges, and other bunches
going off under a little guidance from
the cowboys to just where their owners
wanted them. Old-timers still marvel at
Ahumada's timing....
Ahumada had
a knack for handling men, assigning
jobs to the various owners and cowboys alike with such courteous tact that
they seldom realized they were being
'bossed.'" Phil Clarke, who, along with
Jack McVey, Luis Romero and probably many others, looked upon Ramón
as his mentor, said that "Ramón was a
genius at organization. Every man was
assigned to a job, which included roping, branding, cutting out the strays,
wrangling the remuda and collecting
the beef herd. It looked like all dust and
confusion, but Ramón's men got the job
done."
"The knowledge displayed by Ahumada in the identification of cattle brands
was regarded as little short of marvelous by cattlemen and cattle inspectors.
The man had an uncanny instinct for

correctly tracing a badly blurred brand,
an instinct that was of inestimable value
to owners and inspectors when the mystery of an animal's marking required unraveling. He knew all the brands of the
southwest range and would frequently sit at the elbow of a cattle inspector
correctly identifying brands when there
were as many as 40 or 50 different
marks on a mixed herd of livestock. His
identification in this respect was never
questioned." (Tucson Citizen, 1/13/26)
"Like most Mexican vaqueros, Ramón
Ahumada's horsemanship was superb.
He rode with that easy grace and effortless dash which somehow inspires
an alert horse to extra effort. And he
frequently rode the same horse all day.
The Texans who had 'invaded' the Altar
Valley after 1914 or so, would express
their disapproval of riding the same
horse 60 or 80 miles in one day when
others were available, But Ahumada
and his Mexican cowboys' horsemanship, compared with the stiffly erect,
somewhat strained, I-am-the-boss Texas style, left each Arivaca man's horse
fresher after a day's work than those
used by the Tejanos, relay fashion."
(Arizona Cattlelog)
The Arivaca Ranch horses were of excellent stock, Standardbred-Thoroughbred crosses, imported from out of state.
Ramón knew them all by name, and was
responsible for training them so that
they could be used on the ranch or sold
to be polo ponies.
Ramón was married to the beautiful Virginia Zepeda, a member of the Moraga
family, whose ancestors had included
the co-founder of San Francisco and the
captain of the Presidio at Tucson during
Spanish times. She was the great-aunt
of baseball pitcher Alex Kellner. She
died in Tucson in 1954 at the age of 86.
Everyone seemed to have a story to tell
about Ramón. Fred Noon was always
impressed with his silver mounted saddle and bridle, which was once prominently displayed in the window of a
store in Tucson and now reposes in the
Arizona Historical Society Museum.
One possibly apocryphal story said that
when Gabriel Angulo praised this set,
Ramón gave it to him, but perhaps this
was only an illustration of his fabled
generosity.
Phil Clarke admired his ability to talk
his way out of bad situations, telling

how he once mediated a difficult encounter with some Yaqui Indians who
had been found butchering a company calf. Not sure of his welcome, and
noting a number of Yaquis in the trees
surrounding the illegal activity, Ramon
went down to have a talk. A few minutes later they had given him the loin,
but he had left the Yaquis with dinner
and enough jerky to keep going. No one
shot him in the back and they even left
the hide so it could be counted, as he
had requested.
As Ramón Ahumada had lived by the
horse, so he died. Luis Romero, Arivaca Ranch cowboy who was as close
to Ramón as a son, told of an accident,
the results of which eventually claimed
his life. They were riding in the Jalisco
country near Clifford Well when Luis'
horse threw him. Ramón roped it, using his 60 foot reata, but in the process
was thrown off his own horse and hit
his head on a rock. Six months later,
he had apparently recovered from this
accident when he suddenly became ill
and was taken to Tucson to the hospital.
The Spanish language paper reported
daily on his progress, but sadly he succumbed, an untimely death at the age
of 56 on January 13, 1926. Not forgotten, however, so that when the National Cowboy Hall of Fame was created
in 1958, Ramón Ahumada's name was
enthusiastically submitted with the first
group of inductees. And I'm sure that
somewhere in Southern Arizona, someone sang a corrido in honor of Arivaca's
most famous vaquero.
References:
Arizona Cattlelog cover article, Jan.
1958; "The Old West Disappeared,"
interview with Phil Clarke in a Tucson
Citizen article commemorating Arizona
statehood, 2/14/1962; Old California
Cowboys by Dane Coolidge; obituaries in El Tucsonense and Arizona Daily Star, 1/14/26; Fred Noon's notes;
Thanks to John Kellner, nephew of
Virginia; Bob Teso, grandson of Luis
Romero; Oscar Morales of the Moraga
family, and Jerri Stone at the National
Cowboy Hall of Fame, Center for the
Study of the Western Experience Research Center, Oklahoma City, OK.
(Ahumada is sometimes incorrectly
spelled Humada.)
(Reprinted from the Connection)

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts

We’re here to serve the needs of Arivaca residents (living
within the 85601 zip code). If you need a little help with
any of the following expenses, give us a call! -Propane,
water company, clinic co-pay, medical, taxes, rent, gasoline, phone, eye glasses and other approves expenses!
Arivaca Helping Hearts current amount of aid:
$100 in assistance every six months
Stay in one of our rooms at Casino Rural in downtown
Arivaca! Proceeds benefit Arivaca Helping Hearts. Check
us out at:
www.airbnb.com/rooms/15743822
Contact us at (520)398-3032, PO Box 156 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Check out our website at
www.southernarizonaconnection.com
for archived issues and more!
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Letters

H

ello. I read the article today about
your town and wanted to write
my support for your editor Kristen
Randall. Unfortunately, when folks
don't like what they read or what other
say, and then the only recourse they
know is threats and vile language,
civility doesn't stand a chance.
I'm sorry that Ms. Randall had to move
out of town because of the treats against
her. And we have seen globally how
many journalists have lost their lives
because of their courage in saying and
publishing ideas that powerful people
and "wanna-be's" don't want to hear.
Kamal Kashoggi is a case in point.
Good luck to your little town. Not
exactly what our founders were hoping
for when it comes to a democracy, but
if the good people return, maybe there's
an example for the rest of us.
Vickie Ahumada
Arivaca friends:

copter crew who literally saved my life
that early March night when my emergency helicopter ride took me to St.
Mary's Hospital.
The importance and cost of our rural
Fire District have been debated for
years, but when it is YOUR life (or that
of a loved one) on the line, this service
is PRICELESS! Thank you all from
the bottom of my heart!
(I am home now still regaining strength
after a lengthy hospital stay and rehab.
Each day gets better.)
Gratefully,
Julie, Allen, and family

Congratulations to Dr.
Kniff on his well-deserved retirement
from Dentistry and
thank you SO much
for your years of support!

I would like to thank Chief Larry, the
Arivaca Fire District and their EMTS,
cousin Roger, and the wonderful heli-

Onward!

Borderland 's Unitarian Universalist

May 12 Got Questions?, Rev. Matthew Funke Crary
Asking “Why?’ is central to our faith tradition, so let’s explore the intent
and impact of our questioning why on ourselves and others.
May 19 Got Relationship?, Rev. Lisa McDaniel-Hutchings
“If we cannot bring justice into the small circle of our own individual
lives, we cannot hope to bring justice to the world.” How might we
build relationships that bring justice to our localities and our state?
May 26 Got Soul?, Rev. Matthew Funke Crary
Of all theological questions, it is our curiosity about the existence and
substance of the soul that most perplexes. This stems from it being specifically personal and experiential rather than abstract and theoretical.

Siding With Love

l Ranch RV Villa
a
s
r
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v
ge
U ni
RV Spaces $25.00/Night, Full Hookups 30/50 Amp
&
Furnished AirBnB Units from $40.00/Night

Arivaca Soul Food Restaurant
Dinner
hours: Thurs-Sat
3pm-9pm
New
Restaurant
Coming
Soon!

RV Spaces:

Daily
$25.00
Weekly $125.00
Monthly $400.00
FOR RENT! 5th Wheel, $420/month
Includes
All Utilities and Wifi
includes power and water

Sunday 12pm-7pm
Arivaca Soul (Great Soul Food)
Sat 7am-12pm
Sun
7am-11am
GrandBreakfast
Opening Friday,
November 2nd
at Universal
Ranch
(520)284-7355
Open Thurs-Sunday,
3 to 9PM

Long Term Rentals $375.00/month

(520)447-8018, call or text to make
a reservation or for more info

www.universalranchrv.com
15785 W Universal Ranch Rd.
Arivaca, AZ 85601

Living Yoga & Āyurveda
Transitions Great & Small
By Regan Wendell, AHC

I

so enjoyed being in Arivaca this
winter, the place I consider to be by
home community. As I transition into
what we in the desert would consider
a second winter, I am able to see that
this is spring in Vermont. Snow is
melting one day, falling the next, and
then melting again. The maple sap is
running, and here on the homestead
where I live, it becomes syrup. We
use the transformative power of the
fire element to turn this lightly sweet,
watery substance into something more
intensely sweet, heavy, and sticky. The
smell is comforting as it wafts around
the property, emanating from the sugar
kitchen. It is warm in there, despite the
chilled air outside.
We experience transitions, great and
small, always and throughout our entire lives. Some of them are by choice,

some of them seem to happen without
discussion, most are nature moving as
she moves. Āyurveda suggests that we
adjust diet and lifestyle to help balance the qualities during these times
of change. From one season to another,
from sleeping to wake, loss of a loved
one, meeting a new friend, from one
worldly epoch to the next, change is
constant. It is something we can count
on, and if we try to escape it, we find
ourselves in a losing battle with reality. When we embrace the changes and
transitions as they come, move with the
flow, rather than against it, we thrive
and grow.
The natural world knows this, and can
be our guide if we let it. Deciduous
trees loose their leaves when the colder seasons near, moving energy inward
to preserve life until the temperature
warms. As spring arrives, the buds
form, the leaves reveal themselves, and
the tree takes in all that it can from the
glorious sun. Though strong and sta-

ble, the tree sways and flexes with the
breeze. Ideally bending, but not breaking.
As humans we seem to want to fight
against the very reality in which we
exist. We try to control and take power over, rather than surrendering into.
My practice of surrender has served me
well, and it is less often these days that
I find myself in resistance to what is. It
happens, of course, and probably even
mildly at least once a day. The practice
however, allows me to see it happening, and adjust when I do. The veil of
delusion has grown thinner, and continues to drop its' barrier as I continue
to become more stable in self. When
we are able to accept that more will be
revealed, and everything is temporary,
it becomes easier not to force solutions.
It takes practice to see the truth and to
be able to feel resistance as it arises in
the body-mind-spirit.
One way to recognize resistance in our
body-mind-spirit is to scan the body for
physical tension. You might find it in
the jaw, hands, or shoulders. It could be
a stomach ache or head ache. Constipation can be a form of holding emotional stress. When things just don't seem
to be working out the way I expected,
or there is a week with constant setback, I usually know that I am trying to
move against the grain instead of flowing with the tides. If "nothing seems to
be working out", perhaps rather than
continuing to push, we could try letting
go, slow down, and adjust to what is
actually happening. Even those of us
who love to travel, move around, and
try new things, still have difficulty with
change. There is a part of us that craves
sameness and stability. Others of us get
stuck in that sameness, which can beIn Self Āyurveda
come mildStable
or debilitating
inertia, and
need to put effort into creating change
and newness. This is where we use opposite qualities to bring balance.
Any time there is a change or transition, no matter how great or small, the
mobile energy of vāta doṣa (ether and
air) is present. In order to balance that
mobility we need the stable, heavy energy of kapha doṣa (water and earth).
During times of change, it is helpful to
have some routine, even just one thing
that you do at the same time daily. As
I was driving for many days across the
country, moving at high speeds, and

sleeping in a different bed each night, I
started and ended each day in the same
way in order to bring stability within the transition. As I am settling into
my space and summer life in Vermont,
the process is slow. With awareness to
this facet, I am re-building routine and
structure, while giving myself space
and time to allow the process to unfold.
The practice of effort and non-effort
is quite curious, and I am continually
amazed by its duality and cohesion.
In times of transition, great or small,
we can bring in stability by taking
slow, full breaths, walking slowly, being still and connecting with the earth.
Cultivate sameness by incorporating a
morning, evening, or mid-day routine.
Use silence and lessen screen time to
sooth the senses and rest the nervous
system. During times of greater life
transitions, honoring the need for rest
is vital medicine.
When we can be with the reality of
what is, and stop clinging to what we
would like it be, everything becomes
more easeful. If we try to hold water
with clenched fists, there will be no
water to quench our thirst. When we
relax the hands, keep them open, life
giving water flows in, and provide us
with what we need.
I am committed to making Āyurveda
accessible to anyone interested in feeling better in their body-mind-spirit.
Please ask about sliding-scale for consultations and workshops if finances
are a barrier. This article and many others can be found on my website. www.
stableinself.com

Offering private health consultations, inhome workshops, and community classes.
Āyurveda, the indigenous heath care system from
India, emphasizes diet, lifestyle, and use of herbs to
maintain health and facilitate healing. The focus is
on bringing balance to the body-mind-spirit for
each persons' unique and individual needs.
I am committed to making Āyurveda accessible to
whomever is interested in feeling better in their
body-mind-spirit. Please inquire about sliding scale
if Þnances are a barrier. It would be a sincere honor
and privilege to work with you.

Regan Wendell, AHC
www.stableinself.com
stableinself@gmail.com
520-303-3604 (no text)
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What is Life Worth?

ecognizing Nature’s Gift of Life
and Earth’s vast stewardship
resources as essential to our early
evolution, we now are faced with
the profound moral charge of being
stewards of our own sustainability
and evolution.
Is Life worth what we are willing to
pay for it? Let’s examine this idea
with a few probing questions.

For the protection of our human
freedoms, is Life worth risking our
lives and others in the form of wars?
Such behavior suggests that we homo-sapiens are not acting like a very
promising evolutionary experiment
when faced with existential challenges. When will the logic of necessity
prevail in forcing us to form global
levels of cooperation that would enhance the securing of our future? Or
will we leave only ashes living by
faith and fate?
Did we do it correctly in our Declaration of Independence where it was
written and supported that “we mutually pledge to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes, and our sacred honor?”
Do we need a planetary-level Declaration of Interdependence?
Today, we face a world-wide existential challenge on a scale never experienced before. Is it necessary for We
the People of the planet to answer the
question, “What is Life Worth?” Yes,

but are we willing to pay the costs for
protecting and preserving our Freedoms and Rights?
For the protection our assumed freedom to speed on our highways or
drive while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, are we willing to accept the cost of some 40,000 deaths
each year, to say nothing of the high
numbers of serious injuries?
For the protection of our assumed
Right to own guns, are we willing
to accept the stats that show in 2017
nearly 40,000 people were fatally
shot in the U.S.? Of interest, is the
report that US civilians alone account for 393 million or ~ 50% of the
worldwide total of civilian held firearms.
For the protection of the assumed
religious or non-religious Right not
to be vaccinated, are we willing to
pay the price of outbreaks of serious diseases? While our constitution
supports the freedom of religion, other protected Rights can override the
harm of religious dogma and other
dogma that denies the well-being of
society and the dictates of scientific
evidence as they relate to our existential crises of Global Warming.
For the protection of our Right to believe and act without comprehensive
evidence in choosing our all-important energy security measures, are
we willing to pay the price of being
wrong? It is strikingly clear today
www.arivacaartists.com

Open Thursday,Friday & Sunday 11 am - 4 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm

“Heartbeat” by Ari Ellis

last call!!

...before the

Coop goes Fishun’
Stop by during May and
check out new works!
Coop members are
goin’ fishun’
June 1 to October 1
A.ELLIS

This summer open
by
appointment only

520-398-9859

that our dominant energy selection is
that of renewables. This ignores the
nuclear power choice which must not
be denied out of fear or the more likely misunderstandings. For assuring
our human sustainability, we must
adopt the motto, “Failure is not an
Option.” Saving our Planet requires
acting on that compassionate window
of opportunity to invest in securing
the well-being of all earth’s inhabitants.
Paul Taylor

Arivaca Early Learning Center
May Update

T

hank
you all
for a
wonderful
year! I
would
like to
recognize our
wonderful
families
and children, staff,
and volunteers.
Congratulations to
our three
preschool
graduates:
A n g e l
Havier,
Francisco
Hughes,
and Elsif
Murtadza. Have
loads of
fun in kindergarten!
We appreciate the
La
Canoa Lions
club for
providing vision

screenings. Karen Salcido for hearing
screenings. UCHC for dental care. Libraries Limited for fabulous book donations.
Our preschool graduation and potluck
celebration will be Thursday, May 16.
Songs, play, food, and fun!

C

ongratulations Sienna Marie!
We celebrate your graduation
from high school and your next
step at NAU in the fall. Your family
loves you!

Takes from the Garden
by Emily Bishton

N

esting season has started for the
resident and migratory birds of
Arivaca, and you’ve probably noticed
the frenzy of different courtship behaviors that’s been going on. In my
garden, the morning “twitter-fest”
from dozens of songbirds, the constant
calling of Grey Hawks from the trees,
and the greatly increased foraging for
food are all signs that nesting is in full
swing.
Nesting is just about the most import-

ant thing that goes on in the life of birds
as well as other wildlife, so it’s a good
time to talk about how we humans can
have a positive impact on the survival
of this great “bird bounty” in our midst.
Here are some ideas:
First of all, before you do any pruning
of trees or shrubs on your property, or
cut anything down, take a real good
look at every branch in case there is a
bird already nesting there! Birds like
to hide their nests and camouflage
them from predators, so you’ll have to
look close. Some birds build cup nests
in the tree branches and cavity-nesting
birds make or use holes in the trunk, so

make sure you to look for both kinds!
If you do find one, don’t do any pruning on that tree or shrub until you know
for sure that all the fledglings have left
the nest.
Second of all, don’t get too close to
nesting birds, in fact, it’s best to stay
as far away from them as you can to

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132

www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado Properties
Arivaca Properties
-Nice Home 1552 SF on 10 Acres / another 20 available.
----with Large1650 Sf Separate Workshop $225K
-10 Ac Home on Old Stage w/ Separate Bunk HS n Hot Tub on
Deck
-Home on Crooked Sky, 1700+ SF, 10 Acres $249,900
-Arv Rd MM11 HS w Guest HS 15-25 Acres, Possibilities ++
Land
10 Acres, Well Drilled, Rolling Land, Views, Crooked Sky
-10 acres , Treed, fenced on 3 sides Crooked Sky $35K
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for homesite
Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
20 and 40 Acre Parcels s of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40$80K
Two 5 AC parcels Trees n Vegetation off Jalisco $25K each
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed, Hardscrabble
Arivaca Town Site Commercial Lot $50K across from Restaurant
Amado
One Acre lot by Cow Palace on Arv RD
5 to 10 Ac Parcel w/ Well 2 Mi S of Cow Palace (2754 W
frontage rd)

avoid disturbing them. Some birds
like Chickadees and hummingbirds
are more used to being around people,
so you might be able to sit and watch
them from about 20 feet away, but it’s
still best to do so quietly. Other birds
are super shy, in fact the recommendation for any nesting water birds is
to stay 50 yards away! If you can see
a bird sitting on a nest and it can see
you, chances are it is disturbed by your
presence. In fact, females often can’t
lay eggs if they feel disturbed. Also,
when adult birds are in the process of
feeding very young offspring, they are
landing in the nest every minute or so
with food, so if you scare them away
for more even a short time, their young
could die. Adults also stay in the nest
to protect their nestlings from the cold
or heat, so the young could die for that
reason if adults are scared off. However, if you ever find a very young baby
bird that has fallen out of the nest and
is on the ground, you might be able
to help. If you can find the nest and
safely reach it, pick up the nestling
with a gloved hand and put it back in
right away. Parent birds will not reject
their young if handled by a human for
a short time.
Nesting birds are also very protective,
so if a bird starts behaving aggressively towards you, it probably means you
are near its nest! It's also good to stay
away from fledglings that have taken
their first flight but are not yet strong
fliers. Even if you see them sitting

alone on a branch, they are probably
not orphaned, just not strong enough
to keep flying right now. Their parents
know where they are and will return
again and again to feed them until they
are strong enough to fly some more.
Another thing you can do to help is to
keep your pet cat indoors. Cats have
a strong instinct to hunt even when
they’re not hungry, whether pets or feral. And unfortunately, they kill millions of birds and other small wildlife
species every year here in our state,
and every other place in North America. Research has shown that in the
U.S. alone, the number of wild birds
killed per year ranges from 1.5 to 3.5
billion. Canada has the same problem.
Staggering but true. And even if you
never see your cat with a dead bird in
its grip, that’s not proof that it isn’t part
of the slaughter. I am a lifelong cat
lover, my two are considered full family members, and know from years of
experience that they are happy living
indoors, and will stay healthier and not
in danger of attack from other preda-

tors there. All I ask is that you consider
it on behalf of the birds…
Last but not least, you can put up a
nest box in your yard to attract cavity-nesting birds. If you buy one, make
sure has the right dimensions and hole
size for a specific native bird, because
the whimsical birdhouses available at
many stores are usually just decoration. Or build your own! For downloadable sheets on easy-to-build nest
boxes for SE Arizona birds, visit the
Tucson Audubon Society webpage
http://tucsonaudubon.org/our-work/
conserving-birds/citizen-science/desert-nest-boxes/ When you hear the
peeping inside the nest box get to a
high volume, keep your eyes open and
you might even get the chance to witness the fledgling’s first flight!

Connection
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Around Arivaca
May at Marian's Market

C

ome visit Arivaca's farmer's market
and support local farmers and artisans! Open every Saturday from 9-'til....
Always a favorite spot for gathering
and talking with friends.
First Saturday is May 4th. Do you know
what that means? Get your Cinco de
Mayo celebration goodies at the market! Sandra will have homemade salsa
and Francisca will be there with her
famous tamales and tortillas! Francisca
will only be at the first Saturday market
so if you are a tamale fanatic and need
your fix through the month make sure to
buy extra for the freezer! Feliz Cinco
de Mayo y Viva Mexico!
May is National Egg Month. Get your
locally raised fresh eggs every Saturday
at the Careless Coyote and the Arivaca Community Garden. Try some new
egg recipes. Need ideas? Head over to
www.savorthesw.com for "Egg Salad
with a Southwest Twist" using grown
and foraged wild herbs and ideas on
unique additions such as I'ioti onions
and edible palo verde flowers.
Monica will only be there the first Saturday, so if you are licking out the bottom of your honey pot best to stop by.
She will also have some other products
from the local beehives.
As always there will be in season, locally grown veggies, fruits, and dates.
Sometimes home baked goodies can be
had but you best arrive early as they sell
out fast! Janice makes beautiful hand
finished quilts so if you have a need for
a one of a kind gift she is your source.
The quilts are the perfect size for baby
gifts.
The market is always looking for new
vendors so stop by and inquire! Hope to
see you there.

Regenerating Arivaca Group

O

n Sunday, March 24th the Regenerating Arivaca Group hosted the
“Grow for It” Seminar. Speakers Greg
Peterson and Don Titmus from Phoenix
presented information on foraging in

your yard through permaculture practices, extending your growing season,
growing fruit trees and collaborative
communities. Good and useful information was shared with all who attended. Thanks to the Arivaca community
for the finger food pot luck dishes and
to Gadsden Coffee, Arivaca Soul Food,
Friends of the Arivaca Schoolhouse
and Historic Townsite, Arivaca Community Center, Arivaca Action Center
and Sweet Peas Catering for donations.
The April meeting was held at 5PM
at the Arivaca Community Center on
Sunday, April 7th . We discussed how
to relate the seminar topics to Arivaca.
We can start our garden season early
in Arivaca with the use of row cover.
Planting either edible things or plants
to attract beneficials is a good use of
space and water.
For fruit trees here, it is important to
know the estimated chill hours in your
area. A local expert says we average
1000 -1200 chill hours. Be sure to pick
the proper varieties, there are a few.
They also suggested keeping them
trimmed to a short bush type tree not
much taller than yourself.

AFD Auxiliary Mother’s Day
Breakfast

T

he Arivaca Fire District Auxiliary is
hosting a Mother’s Day Breakfast
at the Old School House on May 12,
2019 from 8:00 - 11:00. The cost is
$8 ($5 for children under 12). Choose
pancakes and sausage, or biscuits and
sausage gravy; includes fruit cup and
juice or coffee.
Here are some other Auxiliary events
for May and June:
Estate Sale - May 18th, 8:00 - 3:00 on
Lazy Acres Drive, off Universal Ranch
Road, in Arivaca. Signs will point you
in the right direction. Living room
and bedroom furniture, kitchen items,
appliances and TVs, outdoor items,
etc. Cash and Carry.
Arivaca Fire District FunDay - June 8
at the Triple Play on Duval Mine Road,
starting at 5:00 p.m. Get your friends
together to team up for the Cornhole
and Horseshoe tournaments. $10 per
person, plus raffle tickets for a variety
of items. Triple Play food and drink
available for purchase. Sponsored by
the AFD Auxiliary.
Father’s Day, June 16, 2019 - The

Auxiliary will host a breakfast at the Old
School House. Details about the time,
cost and meal will be posted around
town and in the June Connection.
BINGO! - The Auxiliary hosts Bingo
at the Arivaca Action Center at 6 p.m
on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every
month (arrive by 5:45 to get started):
$10 for 10 game cards plus $1 for rent.
The more players the bigger the wins
so come on out to play!
The AFD Auxiliary is a non-profit
organization dedicated to raising
funds to support the firefighters and
medical personnel at our Fire Station.
Money raised at our events goes
toward paying for a variety of needs
that are not funded or are underfunded
in the Fire District budget, including
education and certification programs,
uniforms, supplies, and the purchase
and/or maintenance of fire fighting and
medical equipment.
If you’d like to donate money to the
AFD Auxiliary to support our Fire
Station, please send to PO Box 215,
Arivaca, AZ 85601. If you’d like to
become a member of the Auxiliary or
volunteer to help with putting on our
events, please contact Dana Topping.

A skills workshop is being planned
to build bee/pollinator boxes for our
gardens and bat boxes to keep them in
your yard but not in your attic. Additional details will be posted.

Viga Covers

Starting a Tool Lending Library and
finding grants to benefit Arivaca will
take additional research.

Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

Please remember to mark your calendars for the Arivaca 4th of July parade
and the Family Picnic immediately following at the School House Park.

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Join us in helping Arivaca become a
Sustainable Community and enjoy a
great meal together. The next meeting
of the Regenerating Arivaca Group is
Sunday, May 5th at 5 PM, starting with
a potluck.

Quick Custom
Metals

For information e-mail arivacamemories@gmail.com

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

HARMONY

Poetry
Page

of musical notes
musical voices
musical instruments
is not one sound
heard above the others
but all sounds blending together
to make a chord,
a group sound,
sometimes a never-forgotten sound
that can cause a person to feel
a one-time
breath-taking
life-lifting moment

DID YOU EVER THINK
about the gift we have,
those of us who live
so close to the border?
Did you ever think
about the chance
to know two cultures
side by side?
two languages?
Did you ever think
we take it as a novelty
when it is really a gift?
Have we missed the opportunity
to learn the customs, arts,
social institutions,
achievements
of another culture
when it is right there in front of us?
Have we been so busy
expecting them to learn our culture,
our language
that we have neglected to learn
theirs?
By Margaret Ann Adams

by Margaret Ann Adams

SOMETIMES
when we do an act of kindness
we don’t realize
we are one necessary cog in a love machine
that is doing a huge project.
Each little action of each little part
at just the precise timing
completes the job.
by Margaret Ann Adams

THE SNOW
on the carport roof is getting deeper,
it looks like a fluffy blanket
with the separations between red tiles
disappearing from view.
There is only one spot
on the long rectangular carport roof
covering eighteen vehicles
that looks like it is has a heater of some sort
because the tile shows through the snow
that seems to be melting there.
I deduce that the seemingly straggly few
tree limbs hanging over the roof,
touching the roof in that partially melted spot
have the ability to protect that area
from the multi-layers of snow.
And now I’m thinking those few straggly tree limbs
are like a motley crew of people
who, by joining and working together,
have the ability to effect change.
by Margaret Ann Adams

Arivaca.com

YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!
Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado,
Altar Valley and Elephant
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

J & K RECYCLING
AND GARBAGE
SERVICE
Monthly Garbage
Service, $30.00
Monthly (weekly
pick-up) Household
garbage only
4 bag limit. We
do yard clean-up
also, call for more
information!

Contact Jerry at
(520)470-2113

Connection
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T

he recent arrest of Julian Assange
is proof positive that we have a
repressive totalitarian federal government that labels honest journalists that accurately report government
corruption as criminals. At the same
time our government rewards proven
fake news outlets such as CNN,MSNBC,ABC,CBS and NBC. The difference is Assuage embarrassed our government by exposing the war in IRAQ
as an invasion led by the USA. Most
all other news sources went along with
the government lie that we were liberating Iraq,while we were actually invading it. Repressive governments can
not allow a free press. They can not
allow anyone to honestly report what
our government is up to. If we allow
Julian Assange to remain in prison then
we will all end up in prison.
Paul Price

Spanish Horses return to Home
Ranch for 25 year celebration
By Steve Dobrott

O

n May 4, 2019, the Spanish Barb
Horse Association (SBHA) will
be celebrating 25 years since rare
horses were removed from the Wilbur
Cruce Ranch, now part of the Buenos
Aires National Wildlife Refuge. SBHA
members will share the history of this
special breed of horse and the remarkable story of how they were preserved.
Descendants of the original horses removed from the ranch in 1992 will be
on display by Spanish Barb Horse Association members and breeders.
The event will be held at the historic
ranch location owned by the late Eva
Wilbur Cruce who sold the ranch to
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
1992. The property has been managed
as part of the refuge since then.

United Community Health Center
at

Arivaca

The Wilbur Cruce Horse was recently
honored and designated the Arizona
State Heritage Horse. These horses of
Spanish descent belonging to Eva were
captured on her ranch by the American
Minor Breeds Association and distributed to folks interested in preserving
this historic strain of Spanish Colonial
Horse. The Spanish Barb’s history is
tied to the Barbary Coast of Africa and
the Iberian Peninsula, today’s Spain
and Portugal. The strain was first introduced to Arizona by Jesuit Priest,
Father Kino.
The event will be in coordination
with the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Reserve and is open to the public
from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Come,
see, learn, commemorate and celebrate
with the Spanish Barb Horse Association on this special occasion.
Directions to Arivaca Creek Trailhead:
Take I-19 south from Tucson to the
Amado/Arivaca exit. Exit west, turn
right at the T, then left at the Cow Palace onto Arivaca Road. Drive 24 miles
to Arivaca. Continue west of town for
three miles to the parking lot.
Spanish Barb Horse Association Contact email: info@spanishbarb.com
Tucson Community Rallies in Support of Life-Saving Aid as Trial Begins for No More Deaths Volunteer

Rachel Ramsower, DO
Pediatrician

Donald Smith, MD
Family Practice

Comprehensive Primary Care Services
Enrollment Services
FREE Appointment Transportation

Pediatrician Now Available
(First Friday of the Month, Call Today!)
17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601

520.407.5500

Dental Care for Kids
520.407.5617
We come to Arivaca!

O

n Monday, May 6, community
members gathered outside of the
Evo A. DeConcini U.S. Courthouse in
support of Dr. Scott Warren on the first
day of his misdemeanor trial.

Speakers included Stephanie Zamora from the Colibri Center for Human
Rights and Alexandra Hernandez from
No More Deaths’ Search and Rescue
Hotline team. Additionally, a No More
Deaths spokesperson read in solidarity
the press release from students at Tucson’s Desert View High School, who
are participating in a walk-out today to
protest the detainment of their friend
and classmate, Thomas Torres, by Border Patrol.
Speakers emphasized the relationship
between all organizations and individuals working to prevent death and suffering in the borderlands. “If No More
Deaths, and other groups, are not able
to provide lifesaving aid,” Zamora stated, “we can expect the worst to happen.”
Hernandez spoke to the continued need
for a humanitarian presence in the West
Desert, stressing that close to 50% of
the hotline calls received originate in
the Ajo Corridor. “It (the area around
Ajo) is a critical area...because of the
geography, people cannot carry enough
food and water for treks that can last
days or weeks.”
This trial is expected to run through
Wednesday, May 8th. Last Friday,
communities across the country came
together to stand in solidarity with Dr.
Warren and to recognize the thousands
of lives lost in the desert. See the video
compilation here.
Dr. Warren is also charged with felony harboring and conspiracy related to
humanitarian aid work, with the felony
trial scheduled to begin on May 29th of
this year.

Connection
What's New and What's Old at Arivaca Human Resource

A

rivaca Human Resource's current
board took office in October 2015.
It was painfully obvious at that time
much of the building and its contents
were far from being current and up to
date. Many of the appliances were the
original ones from when HR began
some 31 years ago. The building itself
was around 150 years old and need significant repair. And at the same time,
there was very little in the bank to accomplish these items.
Jump to now, April 2019. Thanks to
Pima County, the building has a completely new roof and the entire building
has been painted. The board went to
work writing grant proposals in order
to finance the rest of the repairs and to
replace the far outdated kitchen equipment. With the help of grants awarded to HR, the inside of the building has
all been painted. Most of the floor has
been replaced with beautiful 12" square
ceramic tile. All the windows have been
replaced with much better windows,
both in efficiency and looks. Several
of the freezers and refrigerators used to
store the food used to provide the hot
meal program have been replaced with
new, commercial grade appliances. All

Page 11
vehicles used by HR have been inspected and repaired and had tires replaced.
April, 2019 brought a new hurdle for
HR. A surprise inspection by the health
department showed that HR still had a
ways to go to comply with the current
health code requirements. HR had been
inspected at least once and sometimes
twice a year until now, HR had always
passed those inspections. Although the
kitchen and storage areas had always
passed and were in much better shape
than they had been when the new board
took office in 2015, the surprise inspection pointed out several items that were
not sufficiently improved so as to pass
the new inspection.
ARGH! The board immediately went to
work to try to figure out how to comply
with the health department's requirements in order to continue to provide
the hot meals. Since HR serves approximately 60-70 hot meals each weekday,
many people would suffer greatly without the meal program. All storage of
food at HR needed to be revamped requiring stainless steel shelving to be installed. There is still some refrigeration
that needs to be brought up to commercial grade. Virtually every appliance,
big and small, in the kitchen needs to
be replaced with commercial grade

appliances. The pantry in the kitchen
needs to be demolished in order to accomodate the new shelving. The same
with the kitchen cabinets. Although all
these things were on the list to be accomplished, there was a significant lack
of finances to accomplish it in the time
frame the health department had set as
a deadline.
In steps the Green Valley News and
publicizes the plight of HR. It was a
blessing in disguise. No one wants their
dirty laundry on the front page of the
newspaper. But this time, it was nothing but positive. Several benefactors
who understood the importance of the
services HR provides to the residents
of Arivaca, immediately stepped forward. The first was approximately
$16,500.00! Finally, we could breath.
This donation would provide for many
of the items the health department required to be replaced could be replaced!
HR has also received many other donations from Green Valley residents. At
this time, it appears that all the problematic areas can be repaired or replaced almost immediately.
In addition, the health department has
agreed to work with HR to get the
building and contents up to date. It is
anticipated all of the deficient items

THE HEAT IS ON!
As temperatures outside rise, you can follow these 3 easy steps
to conserve energy and lower your monthly bill.
• Set your thermostat to 78 degrees
• Regularly clean or replace your cooling system filters
• Use the cold water setting on your washing machine
For more suggestions, visit www.trico.coop

POWERED WITH PURPOSE.
520.744.2944 • WWW.TRICO.COOP
/tricoelectric
Trico is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

/tricoelectricAZ

from the inspection will be brought up
to current standards or better within a
time frame which is acceptable to the
health department. Bottom line: Arivaca Human Resource plans to continue
to provide services and meals to the
residents in need in Arivaca for years
to come. The board and the staff invite
readers to come visit Human Resource
and see for yourself how much has been
accomplished and the improvements
that have already been made. We look
forward to your visit.

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you every month. For only $20, you get a
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s
Open Forum Community Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________

Un-Classifieds
COST: 25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com
DOG SITTING. Clean, quiet individual
accommodations. $20 per day. 520398-2526.

I BUY HOMES & LAND FAST Call
or Text Jim at 520-447-8015, www.
sellusyourhouseonline.com

FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 BR, 2
Bath home on the water in the Bahia. All
necessities furnished. Call 398-9634

HELLO
GOOD
PEOPLE,
THE 10 FENCED ACRES ON
HARDSCRABBLE RD, hilltop views,
well, electric 600 ft to property line, $42
K by owner. (520) 429-4307.

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY
RD Free rattlesnake rehomeing by R
D Ayers. Humane alternative to killing
these valuable predators. 520-8202947.
DOG CARE RESORT Clean country
accomodations. $20 per day. 520-3982526.
FOR SALE – 1975 GMC 1 ton dually,
454 cu. in. Has gooseneck hitch and
tool box. Runs good. $3,000 obo. Call
(520) 820-2947.
FOR SALE – 1978 Jeep CJ5 Runs
Great. New bikini top, New exhaust
system, New tires, Custom wheels,
New motor mounts, New upgraded
radiator. $3,000 obo. Call (520) 8202947.
ACCEPTING DONATIONS! Arivaca
Helping Hearts is accepting donations
for the year! As a 501(c)3, your
donation is tax deductible. So if you
need help or if you can help, please
give us a call! See ad on page 3.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM
WE CAN HELP Narcotics Anonymous
meets in Tubac every Thursday
evening at 6PM at the Tubac
Community
Center,
50
Bridge
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646 Open to all
REGENERATING ARIVACA meeting
and potluck first Sunday of the month at
the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.
FIREWOOD-SEASONED MESQUITE
16” length-Delivered and stacked,
$300/cord, call 520-425-7625
1 BED MOTOR HOME RENT
2 OWN $450.00 Month. Includes
Power,Water,Wifi Move in Today! Call
520-447-8015

ARIVACA MOVESMOVES Tuesday
7-8:15, by donation. A place for
movement. We alternate between a
country swing/disco/etc. week and
an improvised experimental music
week for contemplative movement. All
welcome!
RELIABLE CONSTRUCTION HELP
needed, $15/ hr. 520-303-3105
RANCHO DE LA OSA IS NOW
HIRING. Kitchen staff, housekeeping,
maintenance and wrangler positions
are available. Call 520-401-5648 for
more information.
GIFT CERTIFICATES
$45, great
massage therapy, call Gina (520) 3271405
PEOPLE
HELPING
PEOPLE
SPONSORS
FREE
SPANISH
CLASSES Beg. Tuesdays 5:30-7 and
Int. Mondays 5:30-7 @ the Arivaca aid
office (and sometimes the bar)
KELLY’S MOBILE SHARPENING
SERVICES The ultimate cutting edges.
See ad on page 2.

Have Medicare questions?
HaveI Medicare
questions?
have answers.

I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed
Sales
DAVID
JACOME
Representative
Licensed Sales
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Representative
Green Valley, AZ 85614
101 S(520)
La Canada
Dr,TTY
30-B
425-6522,
711
GreenUHCMedicareSolutions.com
Valley, AZ 85614

(520)425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

Dan Kelly
520-336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Road
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

& Stratton engine. On wheels, moved
by hand, not towed. Picture upon
request. $500.00 delivered. 520-3899059. camperman70@yahoo.com

COMBO PICK-UP AND RV FOR
SALE - Ford F-550 crew cab diesel
dually. Excel 5th wheel 5 slide outs
w/d hardwood floors rear kitchen.
Information 630-240-1668.

FOR SALE: COMBINATION LATHE/
MILLING MACHINE, Smithy model
Granite 1220 LTD. Inclueds all cutting
mounting, and measuring tools. Very
low hours. $1500. Picture upon request.
520-398-9059.
camperman70@
yahoo.com

RUBY MINES ENTRANCE TO
PROPERTY BY PERMIT ONLY NO
FURTHER OPEN GATE ACCESS
Thursday through Sunday
howard@rubyminerestoration.org
www.rubyaz.com 520-744-4471 for
permits.
FOR SALE: CEMENT MIXER, 3.0
cu.ft. one half bag, with 3.5 HP Briggs

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS
Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage
Sale
1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet
at town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct,
and Dec)
SUNDAYS - 9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-4009608
Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the
Border Zone: meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian
Aid Office.
2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
3rd Sunday - 4:00-8:00pm - Board Games for
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010
MONDAYS:
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse
Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary
- at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services 4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:
2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women &
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board
mtg @ Fire House www.arivacafiredistrict.org
WEDNESDAYS:
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library Book Club
call 594-5239
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human Resources Group
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited
Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action
Center
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old Schoolhouse
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action
Center
3rd Friday - 5:30-8:30pm - Tween/Teen Nite
3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and
Community Education Assn. At the Library
594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca
Library - Board Meeting
Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010 for
info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri.
after school till 5:30 pm.

