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Many of you have read Eva Wilbur Cruce's 
memoir,  A Beautiful, Cruel Country, in 

which she tells of her childhood on a ranch 
three miles west of Arivaca. If you were living 
in Arivaca in the 30s and 40s, you would have 
heard about Eva Wilbur Cruce in a less flatter-
ing way:  she was accused of stealing cattle and 
finally went to jail for killing a horse, not her 
own,  and branding its colt. 

Eva Wilbur was born February 22, 1904, to 
Agustin and Ramona Vilducea Wilbur. Agus-
tin's father, Dr. Reuben Wilbur, had come to 
Arizona sometime in the 1860s and practiced 
medicine in Tucson, also taking the post of In-
dian Agent and physician at San Xavier.  He 
married Rafaela Salazar in 1873 in Tucson. 
They had three children, Agustin, Charles and 
Mary.  In 1877 Dr. Wilbur made a land claim on 
the western edge of what was then the Arivaca 
Land Grant, choosing a site downstream from 
town, near a mill site owned by promoter John 
McCafferty.*  Wilbur purchased horses and cat-
tle and began ranching.  Tragically, Dr. Wilbur 
died of pneumonia in 1882 at his family home 
in Massachusetts, leaving his wife and children 
in Arizona.  They lived in Tucson and left the 
ranch to the care of neighbors Bob Paul and the 
Luisa Figueroa family.  The latter took care of 
the livestock, branding the horses and cattle and 
keeping a count of numbers, until the time when 
Agustin was old enough to take over. Agustin's 
brother Charles and sister Mary were also in-
volved with the ranch.

In the early days there was open range: cattle 
and horses ran wild.  Great roundups were held 
with all ranchers participating, separating the 
cows by brand and then branding their calves. 
Ranchers would own a small piece of their own 
land, either by homestead or County land claim 
with a water source and then let their cattle run 
on unclaimed public domain land.  Beginning 
about 1906, the Forest Service determined what 
would be National Forest and began to issue 
permits for grazing use.  Ranchers who had 
been grazing their cattle on this land had first 
choice, however, Agustin did not get a Forest 
grazing permit. Reportedly, he may have had 
one and lost it, or he may never have had one. 
He had a place called the Cochi ranch, because 
of the pigs he raised, near the border several 
miles to the south of his house.  This land ended 
up in the Jarillas Ranch's allotment. However, 
he could still run cattle on this land until it was 
all fenced off, probably about 1920.  When Ari-
zona became a state, much of the federal public 
domain land became state land. Ranchers, in-
cluding the Wilburs, obtained grazing leases on 
this state land. With the regulation of govern-
ment land and fencing, there was no more open 
range.  Small ranches that did not have Forest 
allotments or State Land in conjunction with 
their private land could not survive as ranches, 
since they could no longer feed many cattle.  
The larger ranches frequently bought them out 
and sometimes they were forced out.  This was 
a time of change.  

During the 1920s the Arivaca Ranch and the 
Jarillas Ranch consolidated, but they had fi-

nancial troubles and the ranch was mortgaged. 
There was a bad drought in 1920.  Then the de-
pression hit.  In 1931, the Arivaca Ranch was 
bought out by the Chiricahua Cattle Compa-
ny, owned by the Boice family.  The youngest 
brother, Charlie Boice, was put in charge of the 
Arivaca Ranch. 

Charlie Boice arrived in Arivaca during this 
time of change and he himself brought about 
many of the changes, particularly the redirect-
ing of Arivaca Creek.  He bought some of those 
small ranches.  I have been told that some of the 
small ranchers felt they were forced out, but if 
it hadn't been by Charlie, it would have been by 
someone else, such as the Pima County Asses-
sor.  They either had enough land for a ranch or 
they didn't. 

Central to this story is the claim that Eva Wil-
bur Cruce made regarding the "land baron" she 
referred to in a 1995 Arizona Highways article.  
She claimed he wanted her ranch and tried to 
force her out.  Allegedly, this person was Char-
lie Boice.  But the Wilbur Ranch conflicts had 
not started with Charlie Boice and the Chirica-
hua Cattle Company. Under different owner-
ship, the Arivaca Ranch and the Jarillas Ranch 
had been buying up small ranches and home-
steads for years, including those in the vicinity 
of Wilburs such as the Morenos and Earles. In 
1895, Eva's grandmother, Rafaela Wilbur, sold 
320 acres of the Wilbur ranch, a substantial 
amount, which eventually became part of the 
Jarillas Cattle Company.   

Eva Wilbur was raised on the family ranch.  She 
did not attend school in Arivaca, but when she 
was a teenager she was sent to convent school 
in California.  That is where she was living in 
1933 when her father was killed after being 
thrown from a horse. Her mother had already 
passed away in 1932.  Eva returned to Arivaca 
to take care of the ranch and married Marshall 
Cruce in Tucson later that same year. 

The 30s were very different times from when 
Eva was growing up.   When Agustin died,  the 
Wilbur ranch apparently had some 700 head of 
horses and 250 cows.  That was far too many 
livestock for the amount and quality of land 
they had, so allegedly, they were still acting as 
if there was open range.  Reportedly, her horses 
and cattle were running on other people's land. 
Because of this,  someone shot a large num-
ber of them and left them in piles all over the 
range, not on her land.  Eva attributed this event 
to Charlie Boice, but she never filed a formal 
complaint.  However, the fact is, she had not 
confined her animals:  they were on other peo-
ple's land and there were a lot of them.   Even in 
1941, when the Gills bought the Figueroa place,  
her cattle were on their range. The surrounding 
ranches had to fence her animals out, rather 
than the other way around.

Although Eva claimed a wealthy cattle baron 
wanted her land and was trying to drive her off, 
others said if she was referring to Charlie, he 
didn't need her land, he had plenty already. Be-
sides, her land wasn't the best.  Charlie already 
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had several good perennial water sources just to 
the east and upstream of her land, so he didn't 
need it for water, either, although she claimed 
he did.  For whatever reason, Eva believed that 
he was out to get her because she was a woman 
and apparently she set out to get even. 

In July 1936, Chiricahua Cattle Company cattle 
were said to have strayed onto her property. Be-
lieving that she had stolen them,  Charlie Boice 
requested that the cattle inspector, Ed Echols, 
investigate.  With a search warrant, Echols and 
some CCC cowboys seized eleven motherless, 
newly branded calves.  Eva protested.  It went 
to court, mainly to decide if the seizure was 
valid.  The Tucson Citizen said there was "a fi-
ery battle in justice court."  Eva won the first 
round.  She was able to convince the jury that 
the calves' mothers were on the premises and/or 
that she had a bill of sale for two of them.  An 
appeal was filed and again Eva won. The cattle 
were returned to her.  In October, 1936, Boice 
filed a complaint that another calf was stolen 
from him and concealed on the Wilbur Ranch. 
This too was returned.   Eva and her husband, 
Marshall, filed a complaint alleging damages to 
the sum of $10,000 against Charlie.  The wheels 
of justice moved more slowly this time and the 
case of Cruce v. Boice was not dismissed un-
til January 1939, but Eva did not win that case. 
Things were not over yet.  The major case in 
which she was convicted and sent to jail did 
not include Charlie Boice as either defendant or 
plaintiff.

In 1942 Eva was charged with killing a horse 
that didn't belong to her and branding its colt.  
This mare belonged to Carlos Ibarra, a former 
resident of Arivaca.  Eva and her cowboy had 
been seen with it.  Cattle inspector Richard 
Merchant was called in.  Apparently he went 
with trepidation, given Eva's reputation.  He 
found the remains of Ibarra's mare, and a colt, 
newly branded with Eva's brand.   In the trial, 
Eva said it was hers and that they had roped the 
mare, which tried to get away and hurt itself.  
They shot it to put it out of its misery. There was 
some question as to who had shot it. Mr. Cruce 
said he did.  The brand had been cut out. Eva 
said she had preserved the piece of hide with the 
brand on it to prove whose animal it was, how-
ever, Mr. Cruce's coon hounds must have eaten 
the piece of hide because it was gone.  Eva said 
she had to cut the brand out of any animal that 
died and tack it up on the fence so that every-
one would know whose animal it was that died. 
This, after all the court cases with the CCC, was 
to prove she hadn't stolen it. The jury did not 
believe this story and found Eva and her cow-
boy guilty of taking and killing the horse of an-
other person and branding a horse belonging to 
another person.  Because her cowboy had done 
what he did on her orders, he received a lighter 
sentence. Besides, he said Eva told him what 
to say.  Eva was convicted on several counts. 
She appealed it to the Arizona Supreme Court, 
which denied her appeal.  Eva spent around a 
year in jail, and afterwards she must have con-
tinued to seek revenge.  In the Arizona Daily 
Star article accompanying her obituary, Eva is 
quoted as saying that no one knows what she 
did to get even with Charlie Boice after she got 
out of jail.   Apparently she did something.   In 
Eva's attempt to get even with Charlie,  her re-
venge touched everyone in the valley.

Eva claimed to be just a poor innocent woman, 
taken advantage of by the evil cattle baron, and 
forced to defend herself.  However, Eva was 
not a lone woman; she was married to Marshall 
Cruce and had brothers and sisters and an uncle 
and aunt.  She was not without support, unless 
they couldn't or wouldn't provide it.  In addi-
tion,  her father's reputation had preceded her:  

allegedly,  even before Eva took over, people 
would customarily go to look for missing an-
imals at the Wilbur place, although as far as I 
know, Agustin was not charged with any crimes.   
When Eva took over the ranch, her father had 
just died, the result of an accident involving a 
horse.  Apparently he had been thrown off and 
landed on a stick, and was perhaps dragged.  The 
cowboys said, "the horses finally got even." In 
her own words Eva described her father's abu-
sive ways, towards herself and animals as well.  
Which abuse she perpetuated upon her own 
horses, despite her claims to the contrary and 
her latter-day protests of love for them.  Upon 
seeing the title of Eva's book, my father said, 
"This country here is the best cattle country in 
the world.  It's beautiful country.  It's not cruel.  
It was the Wilburs who were cruel."

Perhaps Eva thought everyone was her enemy. 
She developed a reputation of someone who 
might shoot first and ask questions afterwards.  
When she came to the Gills to claim her strayed 
cattle in 1941, she got out of the car with a gun 
in her hand.   Others reported that they only saw 
her at a distance, riding with a pistol on her hip.   
Eva became known as "La Pistolera." Large 
"no trespassing" signs went up on her property.  
"Don't go near her place,"  my father warned. 
"She'll shoot you."

When I was growing up in the mid 50s, my 
friends and I would occasionally ride by Eva's 
place, despite the parental admonitions, where I 
saw her horses being starved.  She did not have 
enough land for all the horses she had re-ac-
cumulated by then, because she apparently let 
them breed at will.  Nature is brutal in those 
conditions.  I remember seeing her starving 
horses, with nothing to eat and the bark stripped 
off trees as high up as they could reach.  We 
children wanted to cut the fence, to let them get 
out, but of course, we did not.  A cowboy told 
me he saw one of her stallions actually  break 
the fence down so the mares could get out and 
get something to eat. This was not an isolated 
event, because she apparently did not limit the 
number of horses she kept, and the herd was 
confined in a relatively small area.    When 
the U.S.F.W.S. bought her place it was terribly 
overgrazed.  When she died in 1998, coinciden-
tally, a front-page article entitled, "Animal cru-
elty trial opens over horse's death," sat along-
side her obituary in the Star.  At first, I thought 
the two articles were related.  

One of the issues I want to address in this article 
is whether or not Eva's horses were what she 
claimed.  Were they or were they not "Spanish 
Barbs." In the early days, most all horses had 
Mexican ancestry.  Horses with similar ancestry 
could probably be found near Magdalena, So-
nora to this day. After her grandfather bought 
them in the late 1870s, he also purchased a 
thoroughbred stallion.  After Dr. Wilbur died,  
the horses were on open range for at least 30 
but possibly 50 years, with opportunity to in-
terbreed with other horses, most of which had 
a similar ancestry.   Supposedly, there were 
about 700 horses when Eva took over the ranch 
in 1933 .  In 1943 perhaps 70 remained, al-
though she had paid taxes on only ten.  From 
the 1940s until the early 1990s when the Refuge 
bought the property,  the horses were confined 
and lived on what they could find to eat on her 
small property.  With the limited diet, they be-
came stunted.  Natural selection took over.  The 
horses she sold in the early 90s were the result 
of starvation, isolation, and forced inbreeding. 
If they were interesting looking, it is for reasons 
that no responsible horse breeder would have 
chosen.  I often think that the ones who survived 
were descendants of those who survived the 
shooting back in the 1930s. In other words, the 

smarter, quicker ones.

Another issue I want to ad-
dress is Eva's credibility as a 
resource for Arivaca history.  
Eva's book is a memoir, and 
memories can be faulty.  There 
are many factual errors.  For 
example, she says Charles 
Poston officiated at the mar-
riage of her parents, when he 
was actually living in poverty 
in Phoenix.   Phoebe Bogan 
was not married to John, but 
to his brother, A.E. Bogan.  In 
the corrido story, Eva claims 
continued on p. 11
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Living Yoga and Āyurveda
Honoring Your Digestive Fire

By Regan Wendell, AHC

The main digestive fire in the GI tract 
is commonly referred to as Agni, 

which translates to Fire. For those who 
study Āyurveda, there is more specific 
vocabulary that we use in reference to 
physiology, but for our purposes here, 
we will refer to the digestive fire simply, 

as agni. As we begin to learn about, and 
become attuned to our own agni, we are 
better able to honor our unique needs. If 
we are not aware of our own digestive 
fire, its' strength or lack there of, we are 
not able able to make healthy, informed 
food choices.

Our lives are busy, and we are often on 
the move. Many of us eat quickly be-
tween tasks, eat in the car, eat while do-
ing other things. Sometimes we eat based 
on the time of day, even though we are 
not actually hungry. Or we use food to 
sooth emotional stress and trauma, eat-
ing when we are not physically hungry. 
We may be so busy in the day that we do 
not eat when our

bodies need nourishment, and therefore 
not attending to an important physiolog-
ical need.

If you are not accustomed to tuning into 
your body-mind-spirit, it can be difficult 
to know what real hunger feels like, let 
alone if agni is disturbed. When we eat 

with intention and focus on just eating, 
we are able to hear and see the signs that 
our body is satisfied, or that something 
does not feel right. The food you put into 
your body should make you feel satis-
fied, not full. You should feel content and 
nourished not tired and dull.

The food we put into our mouths trav-
els through all of the bodily tissues and 
the entire body system, becoming im-
munity and vitality in the end. If agni 
is disturbed, we are not able to digest, 
assimilate, or absorb the nutrients from 
the food, resulting in the formation of 
toxins, known as āma. In order to build 
immunity and vitality, we must respect 
and honor agni by making appropriate 
food choices.

Strong, dependable agni is key to health. 
The fire element serves as physical di-
gestion, as well as the flame of awareness 
and intelligence. Agni influences the way 
in which we communicate, feel inspired, 
and make appropriate decisions. How we 
digest our food is directly related to how 

In Memory of Terry Ross

It is with a heavy heart we express our 
deepest sympathy to the family and 

friends of Terry Ross who passed away 
suddenly on Monday December 16, 
2019. 

Terry had been a dear friend and sup-
porter of Arivaca Human Resource.  As a 
member of the AHR Board of Directors, 
she held the position of Secretary since 
2015.  With her professionalism, objec-
tivity, positive attitude and wonderful 
sense of humor she was a valuable mem-
ber of the Arivaca Human Resource team 
and will be sorely missed.

With Much Gratitude,

The Staff and Board Members of Ariva-
ca Human Resource 

I am writing this letter to make Connec-
tion readers aware of what is happen-

ing because of the building of the border 
wall. 

In the Organ Pipe National Monument 
park by Ajo is a spring called Quitob-
aquito that is held sacred by the Hia C-ed 
O'odham native peoples. It is the only 

source of life-giving water for miles in 
a harsh dry area. Wildlife and travelers 
have used it for centuries. 

Now this sacred spring is being threat-
ened by the building of this ugly wall. 
Water is needed to mix the cement for the 
wall. It is proposed to dig wells every 5 
miles. This would severely endanger this 
beautiful unique spring and surrounding 
area. 

A very informative article about this 
spring and the dangers of its possible de-
struction was printed in the Arizona Dai-
ly Star on Sunday, September 8, 2019. 

Also I have a list of 32 of the 41 laws 
that have been waived to build this ugly, 
obscene, environmentally damaging, 
useless border wall. 

Concernedly yours, 

Patty Miller 
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we think, feel, and process emotions. 
When agni is strong we digest not only 
our food, but also toxins that accumulate 
in the system. When agni is honored we 
feel light, clear, and energized. Honor-
ing agni is not only about what foods we 
choose to put into our bodies, it is also 
about the manner in which we eat, and 
the dynamic that exists between us and 
the foods themselves.

Causes of Disturbed Digestion:
• over/under eating
• skipping meals
• improper food combining
• eating too often
• eating while in motion
• eating too quickly/slowly
• eating late at night
• eating too close to sleep
• eating too much of one taste
Signs of Disturbed Digestion:
• gas and/or bloating
• sour stomach
• heart burn
• nausea
• fatigue after eating
• intense or lack of hunger
• headache
• skin rash
• constipation
• hard or loose stool
• frequent bowel movements
• difficulty waking from sleep
• general body aches
Ways To Honor And Heal Digestion:

• Sit down to eat, with full attention on 
your food. Express gratitude or pray pri-
or to eating. Smell and look at your food, 
giving honor to the meal while stimu-
lating digestion. Avoid watching televi-
sion or looking at phone and computer 
screens while eating.
• Eat slowly, and chew well. The en-
zymes in saliva are activated when first 
we smell the food, and then in the chew-
ing process. These enzymes are import-
ant in the digestive process.
• Sip small amounts of warm water with 
your meal as needed, and avoid large 
amounts of water directly before or after 
eating. Avoid iced water with meals.
• Avoid overeating. Use the rule of thirds; 
1/3 food, 1/3 (or less) fluids, 1/3 emp-
ty (stomach). Agni needs space and air 
to function properly, and there needs to 
be space in the stomach for the churning 
action of digestion to occur. One añjali 
is the suggested portion size. An añjali is 
a specific measurement unique to the in-
dividual. To determine your añjali; place 
your hands in prayer position, and then 
open them. This is your unique portion 
size.
• Focus on eating 2-3 meals per day, and 
avoid snacking or grazing throughout the 
day. We want to wait to put more food 
into the system until the prior meal had 
been digested so that agni has a chance 
to work and become strong again. Once 
our food is fully digested, the metabolic 
fire is able to reach the fat tissue, where 
emotions are stored. Eating this way will 
bring emotional balance and increased 
mental clarity.
• Recline to the left after eating for 5-10 

minutes. Enjoy the quiet and breathe, al-
lowing the food to digest. Then go for a 
brief stroll.
• Avoid eating late at night. If hungry 
after dinner, try the two tablespoon rule; 
eat two tablespoons of whatever you are 
craving. Sit down, honor the food, and 
enjoy it. This should satisfy the craving 
without overindulging.
Questions To Ask Yourself Before Or 
While Eating:
• What in my body-mind-spirit 
is asking to be fed? 
• Is my body in need of food, 
or am I feeding my emotions?
• If my emotions are calling, 
how can I feed them appropri-
ately?
• Am I feeling satisfied? Am I 
feeling full?
• What would it feel like to stop 
eating now? Tuning into your 
own digestive fire and your 
body-mind-spirit as a whole 

Introduction To Āyurveda Workshop
Understanding Ourselves Through
The Five Elements & Three Doṣas

Learn how to identify the Þve elements of nature in your own body-
mind-spirit in order to better understand your unique constitution.  
As we explore the principle of, "like increases like, and opposites 
balance", you will learn how to support balance and prevent dis-

ease through diet and lifestyle choices.

Saturday, January 18th ✺ 1-4pm
Arivaca Action Center ✺ 15915 Universal Ranch Rd.
Cost - $30 - Sliding scale available to community members!

Payment in advance by check or cash to 
Regan Wendell, PO Box 615, Arivaca, AZ 85601

Taught By Regan Wendell, AHC
Visit my website, call, or email for more information.
www.stableinself.com ✺ 520-303-3604 (no text)

takes practice. It is not something most 
of us were taught as children or even as 
adults. Slowing down, even just a little 
bit, and taking small moments of silence 
will reveal a lot. One breath, while seated 
at the table before getting a second help-
ing of food will let you know if you need 
more food. Bringing space and inten-
tion to meals is a spiritual practice that 
benefits your entire being and all those 
around you.
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Tales from the Garden- Happy New 
Year!

by Emily Bishton

Since this is the traditional time of year 
for making resolutions, I thought I’d 

share a few from my list:

1. Plant more pollinator-attracting peren-
nials and shrubs.  Bees, butterflies, and 
other insects throughout the world are in 
dire need of our help.  Adding plants to 
your garden that provide food and shelter 
for them is a beautiful and significant step 
you can do to help ensure their survival.  
The Pollinator Partnership website (www.

pollinator.org) is a great resource for pol-
linator-friendly gardening practices in 
general, and the Sonoran Desert Museum 
website (www.desertmuseum.org) con-
tains specific information about practices 
for our region.  On their site, a search for 
“pollinator conservation” will lead you to 
a page with tips on plants and other polli-
nator features to add to your garden.  One 

exciting thing I read there is the news that 
the nectar and pollen of plants in the genus 
Helianthus (IE: sunflowers) may help bees 
reduce their parasite loads.  What an easy 
way to bring a smile to your garden and to 
your heart!

2. Take more hikes out into the surround-
ing hills and valleys.  Besides the health 
benefits of fresh air and exercise, being in 
nature is medicine for my mind and soul.  
Because my edge-of-town garden feels 
like I am out in the middle of nature, it’s 
easy for me to contentedly stay here… but 
I know that really being “out there” in-
spires and invigorates me in every way.  I 
know that before long, my old knees will 
complain but the rest of me will be feeling 
better!  The website www.southernarizona-

Arizona Department of Revenue Re-
maining Vigilant in Combating Tax 

Identity Theft

Identity thieves continue to look for 
ways to victimize taxpayers includ-

ing phishing schemes, card-skimming 
devices, unsecure Wi-Fi networks, data 
breaches, computer viruses, unsafe 
smartphone apps, and hacking email 
accounts.

The Arizona Department of Revenue 
(ADOR) treats detecting and stopping 
fraud with paramount importance. 
ADOR is continuing to combat the 
evolving landscape of fraud and identi-
ty theft through enhanced staff training 
and by adapting new countermeasures, 
like advanced analytics with machine 
learning and artificial intelligence.

The agency’s fraud prevention system 
has stopped more than $120 million in 
fraudulent income tax refunds since 
2015.

Below are three tax identity schemes 
intercepted by ADOR that attempted to 
defraud Arizona taxpayers:

William Scheme: Fraudsters filed 600 
refund requests over three months re-
questing $300,000 in bogus refunds. 
All the tax returns, which were submit-
ted from Florida, used stolen identities 

of deceased men with the first name of 
“William.”

Miami Scheme: Fraudsters mailed 850 
fraudulent tax returns between 2015 
and 2019 requesting $500,000 in bo-
gus refunds. All envelopes had similar 
handwriting patterns and were post-
marked in Miami, Florida. The stolen 
identities were typically deceased resi-
dents of other states with fictitious Ari-
zona addresses and wages.

Ides of March Scheme: Fraudsters 
started submitting returns electronical-
ly in February 2019, but after these re-
funds were denied, the fraudsters then 
switched to submitting paper returns 
in March 2019. None of the taxpayers 
lived or worked in Arizona. In total, 
ADOR identified 18 bogus tax returns 
requesting $17,000 and were able to 
link the electronic and paper submis-
sions from characteristics on the re-
turns that were then flagged for further 
inspection.

Tips to help prevent being the victim of 
identity theft:
• Do not carry identification with your 
Social Security Number (SSN) on it.
• If someone asks for an SSN, always 
ask why because it is not always re-
quired.

• Keep personal and confidential infor-
mation in a secure place.
• Take extra precautions when discard-
ing personal or confidential informa-
tion.
• Protect personal computers, smart-
phones, and other devices by using an-
ti-virus software.
• Use strong passwords and never share 
your passwords.
• Never give personal information 
through unencrypted email, social me-
dia, or text messaging and, unless you 
initiated the call, never provide person-
al information over the phone.

Source: Arizona Department of Reve-
nue 



Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132

www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties?  Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado Properties

ARIVACA Properties

1700 SF Updated Home in the TS, + Xtra lots RV spot w/ 
Utilities
Iliteka 2000sf Home on 20 AC, fenced,  $200K 
Old Stage Rd, 2BR Hm and Bunk house on 10 acres $179K
Arv Rd MM12 4000SF HS w/ indoor pool, Fixup Make 
offer
Mfg home on 4 lots in Town site

Land  Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K

10 Acres MM11@ Arivaca Rd, Seller says Make Offer!!
ARIVACA Townsite lots, several available 3 or 4 lot size
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for homesite
20  Parcels So of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40-$65K
Two 5 AC parcels Trees n Vegetation off Jalisco $25K each
Parcel (5ac) with top of the world View  $25K
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed, Hardscrabble  
10 Acres just off Ruby RD $40K
20 Acres on Jalisco RD  $60K good views
80 Acres North of Townsite, Las Grutis rd,Remote & Views

guide.com has a nice list of day-trip adven-
tures around Tuscon, Green Valley, Pata-
gonia, and other Pima Co. locales, but as 
most Arivacans know, there are many trails 
very close to home, from a quick walk at 
the Cienega to the more-challenging Ari-
vaca Creek Trail and Mustang Trail.  One 
of my biggest goals this winter is another 
hike up Brown Canyon too!

3. Stay in the moment.  Time flies faster 
every year, and how easy it is to let my 
day-to-day responsibilities and stress oc-
cupy too much “space”, so to speak.   The 
joy of simple things is worth slowing down 
to absorb, like watching the dawn light 
creep over the sky and then burst into col-
or, a cat rolling in a sunbeam on the screen 
porch, the late afternoon sun shining gold-
en above the trees, the glow of coals in a 
fire, the star-filled heavens above, a tasty 
meal, or just walking to the Arivaca Sat-
urday Market.  These and many more are 
moments worth staying in to absorb for as 
long as you can, like desert soil soaking up 
the rain.  Happy New Year to one and all!

A Warning from Netflix

Netflix issued a warning to its custom-
ers that scammers are sending out 

phishing emails asking them to update 
their billing information. This scam came 
to light when an officer near Cleveland re-
ceived such an email, although he was not 
a subscriber.

If you suspect that an email or text you 
have received that appears to be from Net-
flix might be fraudulent, follow these tips 
to keep your information secure:

• Never enter your login 
credentials or financial 
details after following a 
link in an email or text 
message. If unsure of 
the legitimacy of Net-
flix’s website, type www.
netflix.com directly into 
your web browser.

• Never click on any links 
or open any attachments 
in an email or text mes-
sage you received unex-
pectedly, regardless of the 
source.

• If you suspect an email 
or text message is not 
from Netflix, delete and 
do not reply.

Report Suspicious 
E-mails and Messages!

• Forward phishing 
emails and text messages 
to phishing@netflix.com 

using the steps for your device below, and 
then delete the email that you received.

• Include the message header information, 
which can be found using this Google ar-
ticle.

A. iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch:

1. Select and hold the message you want to 
forward until a menu appears.

2. Tap More.

3. Tap the Share arrow.

4. Send it to phishing@netflix.com

B. Android phone or tablet:

1. Select and hold the message you want to 
forward until a menu appears.

2. Tap the Forward arrow.

3. Send it to phishing@netflix.com. Text 
fees may apply.

If you clicked on a suspicious link you be-
lieved came from Netflix and provided per-
sonal information, Netflix strongly advises 
the following:

• Change your Netflix password to a new, 
unique one.

• Update your password on any websites 
you used the same email and password.

• If you entered any payment information, 
contact your financial institution because of 
a possible compromise.

• Forward the message to phishing@net-
flix.com as above.

Source: GV Scam Squad



other wonderful event, filled with music, 
comedy, drama, and more!  Every chair 
and every standing spot was full for an 
unforgettable night.  Hats off to Edie and 
Johnny Lake, who put together and hosted 
a very entertaining variety show, with an 

all-ages cast of children, teens, adults, and 
seniors who performed with all their heart 
and soul.  

The night began with an Arivaca-style 
potluck of course, featuring a huge array 
of delicious homemade food and desserts.  
After an hour of feasting and conversation, 
the house lights went down.  The show 
began with a fun audience sing-along of 

“Jingle Bells” led by Treyce on electric 
organ, followed by Ellen and a big group 
of kids taking the stage to do a ceremonial 
drum and dance circle.  Then Ellen read a 
poem she wrote about the community cen-
ter, her work, the kids, and the support of 
many people and groups that help make it 
possible.  What a nice tribute!  Afterward, 
Jayne came up to do a reading of “The 

Around ArivAcA
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Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

Protect them withProtect them with
beautiful copper caps.beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Viga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga Covers

'Twas the night before Christmas, and 
all through the town, not a child was 

too cool to be up, so they laid down. Our 
mothers in the kitchen, baking cookies for 
milk. Our fathers in recliners listening to 
audio books. Our uncles and aunts, they 
were crazy as ever, saying "Santa is com-
ing", and hiding became clever. As I lay 
there awake, I was saying my prayers, I 
heard hoof steps on the roof top, they were 
trampling in layers. I ran to my window, 
and what did I see? Santa and reindeers... 
my teachers... All Three...? Ms. Angie and 
Ms. Barb, I know were his elves. Ms. Na-

thalie, Ms. Amanda and Ms Jayne were all 
taking count. Hummm... or checking the 
list, maybe once, maybe twice. I started to 
worry, was I naughty or nice? Santa was 
smarter, then what I remembered, asking 
our teachers... I need to call others. My 
friends need to know who is working with 
Santa, I believe it's been good, this year in 
Arivaca. But the Learning Center is closed, 
reopens January 6th, I hope my friends all 
know, and won't be caught twiddling sticks. 
I cannot wait until school starts, in the year 
2020. 2019 has been great, but I miss ev-
eryone already. Before my thoughts rested, 
and my eyes closed to sleep, I heard Santa 
whisper "Merry Christmas" sounder then a 
mouse peep. I heard my teachers too, they 
said I was good, they said not to worry, my 
friends were good, too. So until next year, 
as I stay out of sight, Marry Christmas, 
Happy New Year, and to all a good night.

A.A.

Winterfest Variety Show 2019!

by Emily Bishton, photos by Ellen Durse-
ma

On Saturday December 14th, Arivaca 
Community Center hosted yet an-

Night Before Christmas”, with a charming 
group of kids acting out the parts on stage, 
much to the delight of the whole audience!

The musical part of the night continued 
with wonderful vocal and instrumental 
performances by several talented Ari-
vaca youth: Alicia sang a sweet version 
of “I Could Fall in Love” by Selena, and 
Jasmine sang a moving “I Don’t Deserve 
You” by Plumb.  Then Treyce played an-
other fun sign-along of “Deck the Halls”, 
and Kai sang a beautiful version of “1000 

Years” by Christina Perri. Next was a rous-
ing version of “Thunder” by Isaac, and a 
raise-the-roof “Believer” by Rolland, both 
songs by the band Imagine Dragon.   Then 
Jaden appeared and did a cool magic show, 
pulling a rabbit out of his hat and making 
a coin disappear!  Francisco got the whole 
crowd clapping along while he sang “Old 
Town Road” by Lil Nas X, and then Nath-
alie and the kids did a fantastic trapeze act 
for the finale of first set.  Wow!

The second set began with a technical hitch, 
which meant that Anthony had to sing his 
song a cappella… but he totally rose to the 
challenge and did an outstanding version 
of “Fly Me to the Moon”.  Then Julio and 
I did a guitar and vocal performance of 
“Here on the Inside” by Jethro Tull, and (in 
keeping with Anthony’s theme) “cMoon 
River”.  Next up was a funny and sweet 
reading by Paul of his “Twas the Night Be-
fore Christmas in Arivaca” poem, which 
got the audience laughing at his wit and 
ourselves, which is always good medicine!  
The music wrapped up with two wonderful 
songs by Dana on guitar and vocals for her 
original “Traveler’s Waltz” and Give Your-
self to Love” by Kate Wolf.  Then Edie and 
Johnny performed their original skit “I’ll 
be home for Christmas”, set during the 
Vietnam War, with assistance from actors 
Gabe and Ricky.  The Grand Finale of the 
show was the appearance of no other than 
jolly Old Saint Nick himself, distributing 
chocolate and good cheer to everyone.  
What a fun-filled night of community tal-
ent and spirit! 

(You can also check out the performance 
videos on YouTube, taken by Susan Bates)

Trico Electric Co-op Charitable Trust 
Awards POWER Grants to 12 Non-Prof-

its 

The Trico Electric Cooperative Char-
itable Trust has awarded a total of 



Poetry 

Arivaca.com
YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!

Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado, 
Altar Valley and Elephant 
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

 

Monthly Garbage 
Service, $30.00 
Monthly (weekly 
pick-up) Household 
garbage only 
4 bag limit. We 
do yard clean-up 
also, call for more 
information! 

J & K RECYCLING 
AND GARBAGE 

SERVICE

Contact Jerry at 
(520)470-2113

Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
vaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________

FOR SOME OF US
who have grown to advanced ages

the holidays bring grief
as we face the fact

that we are the only ones left
of our original families

that our life partners have left
that our long-time friends have left

either by death or to be closer to their loved ones—
and we must depend on our own inner resources for solace.

Margaret Ann Adams

ARIVACA ART SALON

Come join us in an informal setting with 
artists of all skill levels, using a wide 

variety of mediums. Bring your materials 
to paint, draw, sew, collage, perfect your 
calligraphy, journal, or just finish that book 

Around ArivAcA continued...

COWBOY CONCERT

On Friday, January 24th, Seth, Cassy, 
and Aaron Weil will be joining Tom, 

Rick and Leah Beth Lewis for an evening 
of 'Good Ole" cowboy music. The Weils 
have performed in Arivaca on many occa-
sions, while the Lewis family are long time 
members of the community. The concert 
will be at the Arivaca Community Center 
at 6:30 pm. There is no charge for the con-
cert, but we will pass the hat for donations. 
The Weils will also have CD's for sale.

$40,000 to 12 non-profit organizations 
providing critical services in southern Ari-
zona. The Trust awards grants twice a year 
to charities throughout southern Arizona. 

Nonprofits are selected through an applica-
tion process and reviewed by a seven-per-
son committee made up of Trico Electric 
Coop employees, employee-members, and 
Board Members. 

Receiving grants of $5,000 each were Ari-
vaca Action Center, Inc., Autism Society 
of Southern Arizona and Make Way for 
Books. Receiving a grant of $3,400 was 
SARSEF. Receiving grants of $3,000 each 
were Community Food Bank of Southern 
Arizona, Community Home Repair Proj-
ects of Arizona, Girl Scouts of Southern 
Arizona, Interfaith Community Services 
and Smart Schools, Inc. Receiving grants 
of $2,500 each were Banner Health Foun-
dation and Vail Unified School District. 
Receiving a grant of $1,600 was Mt Lem-
mon Fire District. 

Since 2008, the POWER Grant program 
has awarded more than $400,000 in grants. 
For more information or to apply go to 
www.trico.coop POWER Grants.

Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc., is a not-
for-profit electric cooperative serving 
more than 41,000 customers in northwest 
Tucson, Marana, Corona de Tucson, Sad-
dlebrooke, Sahuarita, Green Valley, Three 
Points and Arivaca. Formed in 1945, Trico 
is owned by the people it serves.

Arivaca Human Resource loves and 
appreciates our community and the 

many ways in which you contribute to our 
work through donations.  However due to 
the high volume of clothing and yard sale 
donations we have been receiving, com-
bined with our limited space and limited 
number of volunteers to sort through dona-
tions, we wanted to share a list of donation 
guidelines to make the process easier for us 
and for you. 

• Whenever possible, please donate items 
when the office is open.  To keep items safe 
it is best to make sure an employee or vol-
unteer is at the office to receive your dona-
tions. Items left outside run the risk of get-
ting damaged and may no longer be usable 
in either our thrift store or yard sale. 

• Large items for the yard sale are to be 
taken to the barn in back of our building.  
Large clothing containers must be placed 
outside of the third shed.  Please notify a 
staff member or volunteer of the delivery.  

• Please only donate clean, intact clothing 
and items. Unfortunately, we do not have 
the resources needed to repair or clean 
items we receive.  All broken items or dirty, 
torn clothing need to be discarded. 

• Please do NOT donate food that is expired 
or open. Due to health safety guidelines any 
food we receive must be sealed in an orig-
inal manufacturer’s packaging with label 
affix and no more than 6 months past the 
“use by” date.

We want you to know that your generous 
support and cooperation is appreciated. 
With busy schedules, and limited resourc-
es, it’s not always possible to accomplish 
everything we would like to do for Arivaca 
residents and organizations.  Your donation 
assists in achieving our mission and enables 
the continuation of our various programs.

Yes, it certainly takes a community!

you've been wanting to publish. We meet 
at the Old School House, located at 17180 
W. 4th

Street ( behind the Mercantile), on the third 
Thursday of the month,  from 9:30-12:30. 
The three hour rental for this building is 
$2.00 per person. Hope that you will join 
us! 

sallygrantham123@gmail.com



the last few days in March and into ApriI. On 
April 4 she laid one egg. On April 5 I found 
two eggs in the nest (see photo). I headed back 
north to my Canadian home on April 8 and, 
unfortunately, did not see the chicks hatch, 
grow in the nest and finally fledge. 

Southern Arizona is such a great place to ob-
serve hummingbirds all year. The best plan is 
to grow enough flowering plants in your yard 
so there is no need to have bottled sweets. In 
any case, it’s a real treat to see them repeat-
edly visit your flowers or feeders, chattering 
and buzzing about, those miraculous feathered 
wonders!
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 Kelly’s Mobile 
Sharpening Service
The ultimate cutting edges

Steel, carbide, ceramic knives, scis-
sors, garden tools, shop tools, hatchets, 
chain saws, kitchen knives and more! If 
it takes an edge, I’ll sharpen it.
Ten or more items and I’ll come to you, or call ahead 
and drop off from Tuesday-Friday from 8:30-4:30 and 
I’ll sharpen while you wait. Look for the sharpening 
sign on Universal Ranch Rd., four gates down from 
Arivaca Rd. 

Dan Kelly (520)336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Rd.

kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

Gems Among Us

by Dave Manning

They’re dazzling little flying jewels, the 
only bird that can fly backwards, weigh 

about as much as a penny and consume one-
half their body weight each day. They flap 
their wings up to 70 times per second as their 
hearts pump 1200 beats a minute!

Yes, I’m talking about those amazing hum-
mingbirds. We can see as many as 15 species 
here in southern Arizona. Some only migrate 
through, many come to raise families each 
spring and summer, while a few can even be 
found here year-round.

The male mates with a female and that’s it, his 
responsibilities end there. She does the rest -- 
builds the tiny nest out of plants held together 
with spider webs, lays two white eggs, incu-
bates them for about two weeks, then raises 
the little ones on her own until they are able to 
take care of themselves.

The Broad-billed Hummingbird is certainly 
my favorite. It’s a common summer resident 
but I only see it during my winter sojourn 
here in Arizona.  Look at this photo of the 
male with his stunning iridescent color mix of 
greens and blues and a bright red bill!

One day last spring I was strolling along a trail 
next to Arivaca Creek. I heard that familiar 
hummingbird wing-buzz whip by my head. 

I watched it poking at a leaf, then it came to 
a branch just a few feet away. Wow, it was 
building its tiny nest! I watched this female 
Broad-billed Hummingbird build away during 

Aborting the Abortion Issue

by Paul A. Taylor

The moral conflict over today’s abortion 
issue illustrates well the profound dif-

ference between the ethical values of secu-
lar humanists and theists. Let’s examine this 
abortion issue with a view toward aborting it 
from the list of conflicts between two different 
worldviews.

Let’s begin with an analogy by considering 
the world of the common chicken. A fertilized 
chicken egg will often produce a baby chick 
if it is cared for properly which includes ade-
quate heat, humidity, and movement. Sponta-
neous abortions due to various genetic defects 
or improper care can result in the embryo not 
being carried full-term successfully. Such dif-
ficulties in the developmental care of the chick 
embryo can result in still births or chicks born 
with malformed bodies such as multiple feet 
or heads, for example.

A fertilized chicken egg can also produce 
part of a great breakfast particularly when it 
is combined with ham, jelly, and toast. This 
breakfast truly does abort the process of the 
developmental process of producing a young 
chicken from a controlled environment of that 
fertilized egg. Other abortions of the chick 
embryo development include the hard-boiling 
of an egg for food consumption or the use of 
eggs in the recipes of simply countless food 
dishes. In real terms, natural or deliberate 
abortions of chick embryos occur millions 
of times each day around the world. And few 
would consider these abortions as “killing” a 
chicken.

The story continues with a brief look at re-
search efforts. Research on the developmental 
stages of fertilized chicken embryos continues 
today not only to produce an enriched quality 
of chickens, but it also focuses on how stem-
cell development proceeds in the inner ears of 
embryonic chickens. Such research at Purdue 
University hopes eventually to lead to applica-
tions that would improve the treatment of hu-
man diseases that cause deafness and vertigo 
which includes what is called Meniere’s dis-

Tips for Managing Caregiver Stress

As a caregiver you have many responsibil-
ities and challenges to juggle, and stress 

can be a common reaction to your lifestyle. 
No one can simply banish stress; the key is 
to manage stress, which may require tweaking 
your lifestyle and your schedule. 

Research conducted at Northwestern Univer-
sity revealed that “a lack of understanding 
and help from friends and relatives causes the 
most stress and the greatest threat to a caregiv-
er’s own health and well-being.” They’re on 
the outside looking in, and it can be hard for 
them to fully understand or appreciate your 
situation.

You’re probably intimately familiar with some 
of the symptoms of caregiver stress, including 
feelings of anger or denial about your loved 
one’s condition, anxiety or depression, with-
drawal from friends and family, exhaustion, 
and problems concentrating. One of the best 
ways to prevent stress is to live a balanced life. 
The tips below will help you find some bal-
ance and help prevent or manage stress. If you 
can’t manage a complete overhaul, incorpo-
rate a few of the tips until you’re comfortable, 
and then keep adding a few at a time.
• Eat Right: Swear off empty calories and junk 
food and eat proper meals at the table. Limit 
alcohol, coffee, tea, and sodas, and drink plen-
ty of water.
• Exercise:  short bursts of walking through 
the house 10 minutes at a time can be effective 
if you can squeeze in a total of 20-30 minutes 
a day, three times a week.
• Get Restful Sleep: Create a restful environ-
ment in your bedroom, turn off the TV, and 
make time to wind down before going to bed.
• Play With Your Pets: pets not only reduce 
stress but also can have a positive effect on 
physical health.
• Get Social: Reconnect with your friends.
• Acknowledge Success: You’re doing all you 
can. Be proud of what you have accomplished 
and accept things over which you have no 
control.
• Get Quiet: Allow yourself some quiet time 
for relaxation - meditation, yoga, or whatever 
you find relaxing and rejuvenating.
• Treat Yourself Occasionally: Get a make-
over, buy a new outfit, get a massage … what-
ever makes you feel special.
• Learn to Say No: You can only do so much.
• Ask for Help: Make your requests specific.
• Laugh: YouTube is full of hilarious videos, 
so take a quick laugh break as often as you 
can.
• Fire-Up Your Browser: Rush University 
Medical Center, for example, has a resource 
center devoted to relieving caregiver stress. 
(https://www.rush.edu/health-wellness/dis-
cover-health)
• Get Help: If the stress becomes too much 
for you to handle, seek professional help from 
your doctor.

You have a very good excuse for being under 
stress, but you have to take care of yourself 
before you can take care of anyone else. Your 

efforts at managing caregiver stress will be re-
warded with an increase in your physical and 
emotional well-being.
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ease. This disease causes challenges of severe 
disequilibrium and tinnitus. Other research 
on chicken embryos at Harvard University, 
as part of an international effort, is focusing 
on the application of a common antibiotic 
that could eventually be used to control tumor 
development in humans. These international 
research efforts on how chicken embryonic 
stem-cells develop and differentiate into spe-
cific organs can lead to great changes in the 
way humans can control or even cure some 
human cancers by biological approaches and 
avoid the use of radiation and chemotherapy. 
It is through research of chicken embryos that 
not only a better chicken can be produced but 
with the knowledge gained, applications can 
be made for the benefit of humans. As science 
increases our understanding of the evolution-
ary biology of all life, great benefits derive for 
humans and other life forms.

It is time to consider the enormous gain in 
knowledge that could be achieved if human 
stem-cell research could be supported by gov-
ernments on a grand and international scale. 
The benefits to humans would be large. Hu-
mankind would be free of many harmful ge-
netic defects and diseases that normally bring 
pain and suffering upon us. There is enough 
pain and suffering in our lives, so why not pur-
sue the positive aspects of abortion by spon-
soring human stem-cell research. The life you 
help may be yours. The results of stem-cell re-
search would be very liberating indeed for hu-
mankind. We would be free at last from some 
of the dark realities of life. The reduction of 

pain, sadness, and suffering is a measure of 
progress and represents a path toward happi-
ness for the greater good. This is the goal and 
potential of stem-cell research, serving a great 
moral cause of humankind, namely, showing 
respect and compassion for the interdependent 
web of all existence.

It is time to abort this conflict over abortion. 
We need to look at chickens and humans and 
other life forms as being governed by the same 
basic biology of developmental stages where 
early stem-cells differentiate to form eventu-
ally the end product.

Chickens and humans are united in the pro-
cess of biological development. Just as con-
suming a fertilized chicken egg for breakfast 
or using its stem-cells for research does not 
“kill” a chicken, using human stem-cells for 
research does not “kill” a human being. One 
could argue that humans are very special and 
different than other life forms and indeed they 
are, but at the biological level the life process-
es operate under the same biology.

Neither a chicken nor a human being exists at 
the level of a fertilized egg. Both the chicken 
and human embryo require special conditions 
and time to successfully begin to produce ei-
ther a chicken or a human being. It is difficult 
to explain why many humans are reluctant to 
conduct stem-cell research by arguing that the 
benefits that accrue from this research are of 
less importance than the arbitrary claim that a 
human being exists at conception and that any 
embryo that is destroyed for research amounts 

to the “murder” or “killing” of a human being. 
This is wrong, spurious, and violates the re-
ality of the biological process, in addition to 
showing a lack of compassion for the health of 
others in opposing stem-cell studies. 

We need to develop abortion rights that liber-
ate humans from the dark realities of life in the 
form of pain and suffering from genetic de-
fects and disease. Abortion Rights are Right. 
They are liberating for all of humankind; re-
duce unnecessary suffering; and demonstrate 
that an open secular government, ruling by 
law, works by establishing liberating Rights 
for abortion choices. This is Right.

Paraphrasing the late President Reagan, we 
need to shout, “Theists, tear down this wall 
of objection to Abortion Rights and stem-cell 
research.” This is good. This is the humane 
way. It is Right. Now is the time. It is time to 
naturalize arbitrary and opined claims for the 
biological order by accepting the universality 
of nature’s processes for the web of life.

I began with the thought that the conflict be-
tween the two worldviews of secular human-
ists and theists should be resolved for the ben-
efit of humans and all life forms. It is hoped 
that the message contained in this commen-
tary helps to advance this objective.

Arivaca Yesterdays continued from p. 2

to be five years old when she saw Nonie Ber-
nard and his wife Mary. She must been older 
than that, because in 1909 they weren't married 

yet. Eva made the claim that Ignacio Pesqueira, 
Governor of Sonora, stayed at her grandfather's 
house when he removed himself from Sonora in 
1865.  There is no evidence that her grandfather 
even lived in Arivaca at that date, since he made 
his first land claim in 1877.   Local stories say 
that Pesqueira's men stayed in the Guijas valley, 
in a place appropriately named Pesqueira Can-
yon.  I question most the chapter on the Indian 
exodus.  This appears in no one else's stories 
or documents, and in fact my grandfather, Ar-
thur Noon, had said he remembered very few 
Papagos (O'Odham) in the Arivaca area when 
he homesteaded there in 1910.  Besides, the 
O'Odham were not forced onto the Reservation, 
but received it as a guaranteed tribal ownership 
of their homeland, protected from incursions by 
outsiders. Reportedly, Eva spent little or no time 
in Arivaca itself, so she cannot be relied on for 
anything other than her immediate environs at 
the ranch. 

In the testimony Eva gave in 1943 at her trial 
for horse killing, you see a very different wom-
an from the one in the book:  one who visits 
her ranch perhaps once a month, who does not 
know how many horses she has, who thinks 
her grandfather came in 1868 but isn't sure.   
A woman who, on the witness stand of a trial 
in which he is not implicated, accuses Charlie 
Boice of killing her horses, but who had not 
filed a complaint against him even though, she 
said, the sheriff asked her if she wanted to. Al-
though Charlie was not involved in the 1943 
case, Eva continually brought up the previous 
legal actions.  But Eva didn't even know when 
Charlie Boice came to Arivaca.  She couldn't re-
member what happened ten years before when 
she was administrator of her father's will.  Sig-
nificantly, there is no mention of a mortgage on 
the Wilbur ranch being held by Charlie Boice, 
as she later claimed in the Arizona Highways 

article.  In short, she was someone 
who was apparently not a responsible 
caretaker of her own land or her own 
animals, who didn't handle her busi-
ness dealings properly, and who was a 
convicted felon, all the while blaming 
someone else for her troubles.

What Eva has in A Beautiful, Cruel 
Country is not reliable Arivaca histo-
ry, but a memoir.   It was an opportu-
nity to reinvent her life on the ranch 
to gain the respect she didn't have in 
Arivaca.  And it was another opportu-
nity to get even.

* See "A Fenian in the Desert: Cap-
tain John McCafferty and the 1870s 
Arivaca Mining Boom" by Mary N. 
Kasulaitis, in The Journal of Arizona 
History, Spring 2006.

References:  A Beautiful, Cruel Coun-
try by Eva Wilbur Cruce; Charles 
D. Poston, Sunland Seer by A.W. 
Gressinger; Pima County Superi-
or Court records; Arizona Supreme 
Court records; Arizona Daily Star, 
Tucson Citizen articles; Reuben Wil-
bur file at Special Collections, Uni-
versity of Arizona Library; Arizona 
Historical Society Library clipbook 
and Wilbur files.

Also see "La Pistolera" by Leo Banks 
in the Tucson Weekly, August 1 and 8, 
2002.



2/3 BED REMODELED MOBILE 
home on 5 acres. Fenced, Shop, 
Screened garden. $65,900. 520-390-
6387

THE SONORAN DOGS-RETURN
These favorites of folk festival play
 a fun mix of bluegrass, new grass, 
 folk with great banjo pickin’. Hear
 them in the Borderlands UU Church
 at the Amado Territory Ranch off
 I-19 exit 48 East. January 11, 2-4. 
Tickets at the dor, 520 648-0570.

 COST:   25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.  
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge. 

NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.      
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com        

Un-Classifieds

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet individual 
accommodations.  $20 per day.  520-
398-2526. 

FOR RENT: San Carlos, MX - 2 BR, 2 
Bath home on the water in the Bahia. All 
necessities furnished. Call 398-9634

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY 
RD  Free rattlesnake rehomeing by R 
D Ayers. Humane alternative to killing 
these valuable predators. 520-820-
2947.

DOG CARE RESORT Clean country 
accomodations. $20 per day. 520-398-
2526.

FOR SALE – 1975 GMC 1 ton dually, 
454 cu. in.  Has gooseneck hitch and 
tool box. Runs good.  $3,000 obo.   Call 
(520) 820-2947.

FOR SALE – 1978 Jeep CJ5 Runs 
Great. New bikini top, New exhaust 
system, New tires, Custom wheels, 
New motor mounts, New upgraded 
radiator. $3,000 obo. Call (520) 820-
2947.

ACCEPTING DONATIONS!  Arivaca 
Helping Hearts is accepting donations 
for the year!  As a 501(c)3, your 
donation is tax deductible.  So if you 
need help or if you can help, please 
give us a call! See ad on page 3.

IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM 
WE CAN HELP Narcotics Anonymous 
meets in Tubac every Thursday 
evening at 6PM at the Tubac 
Community Center, 50 Bridge 
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646  Open to all

REGENERATING ARIVACA meeting 
and potluck first Sunday of the month at 
the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.

FIREWOOD-SEASONED MESQUITE 
16” length-Delivered and stacked, 
$300/cord, call 520-425-7625

1 BED MOTOR HOME RENT 
2 OWN $450.00 Month. Includes 
Power,Water,Wifi Move in Today! Call 
520-447-8015

I BUY HOMES & LAND FAST Call 
or  Text Jim at 520-447-8015, www.
sellusyourhouseonline.com

HELLO GOOD PEOPLE, 
THE 10 FENCED ACRES ON 
HARDSCRABBLE RD, hilltop views, 
well, electric 600 ft to property line, $42 
K by owner. (520) 429-4307.

ARIVACA MOVESMOVES Tuesday 
7-8:15, by donation. A place for 
movement. We alternate between a 
country swing/disco/etc. week and 
an improvised experimental music 
week for contemplative movement. All 
welcome!

RELIABLE CONSTRUCTION HELP 
needed, $15/ hr. 520-303-3105

RANCHO DE LA OSA IS NOW 
HIRING. Kitchen staff, housekeeping, 
maintenance and wrangler positions 
are available. Call 520-401-5648 for 
more information.

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 
SPONSORS FREE SPANISH 
CLASSES Beg./Int. Tuesdays 5:30-7 
at the Gitana

KELLY’S MOBILE SHARPENING 
SERVICES The ultimate cutting edges.
See ad on page 10.
Dan Kelly
520-336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Road
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage 
Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet at 
town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, and 
Dec)

SUNDAYS - 9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-400-
9608

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the 
Border Zone:  meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian 
Aid Office.

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center - 
Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

3rd Sunday - 4:00-8:00pm - Board Games for 
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

First Monday: - Arivaca Community Center 
board meeting - 5:30pm - at the community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary - 
at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services - 
4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women & 
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board 
mtg @ Fire House   www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human Resources Group mtg. 
- Human Resource Office Public Invited

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library Book Club 
call 594-5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action 
Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old Schoolhouse

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Friday - 5:30-8:30pm - Tween/Teen Nite

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and 
Community Education Assn. At the Library 
594-5235  

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca Library 
- Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on 
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010 for 
info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after 
school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

Have Medicare questions? 
I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed Sales 
Representative
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520) 425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

Have Medicare questions?
I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed Sales
Representative
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520)425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

COMBO PICK-UP AND RV FOR 
SALE - Ford F-550 crew cab diesel 
dually. Excel 5th wheel 5 slide outs 
w/d hardwood floors rear kitchen. 
Information 630-240-1668.

RUBY MINES ENTRANCE TO 
PROPERTY BY PERMIT ONLY NO 
FURTHER OPEN GATE ACCESS 
Thursday through Sunday
howard@rubyminerestoration.org 
www.rubyaz.com 520-744-4471 for 
permits.

FOR SALE: COMBINATION LATHE/
MILLING MACHINE, Smithy model 
Granite 1220 LTD. Inclueds all cutting 
mounting, and measuring tools. Very 
low hours. $1500. Picture upon request. 
520-398-9059. camperman70@
yahoo.com


