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In recent weeks, a lot has been said 
about Marian Mikesell, (especially 

by her good friend Sheila).  The sign 
on the Arivaca Farmers' Market has 
been redone, in memory of Marian, 
who inspired its creation. But in this 
day (weeks, months) of Covid19, may-
be there is no better person to remem-
ber, in terms of what she did for the 
Arivaca Community.  An inspiration 
for us all. When you see something that 
needs to be done, do it!  Most of this 
article comes from her obituary in the 
October 2010 issue of the Connection, 
shortly after her death at the age of 89. 

Everyone must have their favorite 
memory of Marian Mikesell...there's 
not room in this issue for all the sto-
ries we (old timers) have about her, so 
hold those thoughts as we just touch on 
a few things about her life. Then you 
can tell those tales around the campfire 
from now on!

Marian* was born in Grosse Point 
Park, Michigan on 11-21-1920, one of 
three girls born to Helen Bourne Joy 
Lee (the daughter of Henry B. Joy, 
once head of Packard Motor Company 
and granddaughter of James Joy, Pres-
ident of Michigan Central Railroad, 
and on mother's side, the great grand-
daughter of Michigan Congressman 
John Newberry) and Howard Baker 
Lee, an amateur golfer.  Always active 
in the Daughters of the American Rev-
olution and other civic organizations, 
Helen had a strong personality. She di-
vorced Howard over his golf game and 
she and the girls  moved to New York, 
where Marian had her schooling, and 
then to Rhode Island.  That was where 
Marian survived a hurricane that came 
up the Westerly River, about which she 
wrote a story.  Then she married and 
moved to Tucson in 1947 where her 
husband was stationed at Davis Mon-
than.  She raised her five children in 
Tucson:  Helen, Linda, John, Henry 
and Jimmy, where she was involved 
in DAR and the Arizona Society of 
Mayflower Descendants. She had all 

kinds of documents on her ancestry. 
She loved being outside in the natu-
ral world, farming and gardening. She 
became seriously involved with rais-
ing pigeons, chickens and turkeys and 
worked in the Pima County Fair's poul-
try division.  (Later in Arivaca  when 
she had a flock, she had a few people 
come over to help her kill 52 chickens!  
Once they were cleaned and plucked, 
an all-day job, she distributed them to 
whoever wanted them!)

With her powerful heritage, Marian 
was always an independent person, so 
in 1959 she got a divorce.  In the late 
60s she took the children and drove to 
Alaska, when there weren't good roads; 
in the days when you had to take ex-
tra car parts with you and know how 
to use them.  This trip was one of the 
highlights of her life. She always loved 
traveling--there was an early trip to 
Russia with her Grandma, but later she 
made trips to Greece and Australia with 
her daughters.  On a trip to Zimbabwe, 
she, characteristically, took off on her 
own. She had a rebellious streak.  Mar-
ian was one of those self-sufficient, pi-
oneering types that needs to put down 
roots in her own land.

So, when the 40s came up for sale in 
the early 1970s, Marian bought a prime 
piece of Arivaca Creek bottom land for 
her farm, originally in partnership with 
John Arnold and David Simms.  Soon 
she was going it alone.  She raised An-
gus cattle, chickens, geese, and had a 
big flower garden.  Ed Wallen built 
her house, but for the most part Mar-
ian did her own work, using a tractor 
and other equipment, and at the age of 
89 had refurbished a walk-in cooler for 
meat.  Her son Jimmy lived there too 
and grew bananas in his 3 greenhouses.

Right off the bat, she got involved in 
the Arivaca community.  Back in 1981, 
she made the very generous donation 
that enabled the Arivaca Clinic to have 
its own building and probably enabled 
it to exist.  She remained on the Board 
of AAHS for many years.  She was 
involved with the Arivaca Homemak-
ers (later AFCE) helping to maintain 
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the Old School. She saw the need for 
a preschool and built a ramada for the 
young mothers to use as a play and 
teaching area. 

Marian also gave money to whoever 
she thought needed it.  Innumerable 
unmentioned people were helped by 
her. One time, however, it backfired. 
She donated trip money (not a small 
amount) to a young man who claimed 
to have a sick son in California. When 
he returned and was lounging at La Gi-
tana, she asked him how his son was.  
What son? he asked, forgetting who 
she was.  Marian went out to her truck 
and retrieved a pair of scissors.  Soon 
his pride and joy of a long blond pony-

tail was lying on the floor! Don't mess 
with Marian.

Wherever you looked, Marian was in-
volved, especially if it had to do with 
landscaping, such as at the Clinic or 
Community Center.  Throughout her 
long life, Marian kept busy, sewing, 
doing crafts, being supportive of her 
community, giving people jobs work-
ing on her place.  She survived lung 

cancer and numerous bouts with pneu-
monia until it finally took her. We miss 
her STRONG quirky personality, her 
opinions about how things should be 
done (whacking bushes at the Commu-
nity Center, ripping my favorite vines 
out of the Library courtyard!) what 
to do with morning glories (she hated 
them), her runaway cows that could 
low-crawl under any fence, her eggs, 
her guardian geese, her devotion to the 
DAR,  her hats, her antiques,  her pugs, 
the Sunday morning trips to the Coffee 
Shop to get the paper and her favorite 
latte. Toward the end of her life she 
commented, You know when you get 
old, you can go to parties and eat all the 
cake you want!

So, in this centennial year of her life, 
be like Marian, grow your own food, 
be a do-it-yourself-er, spend your mon-
ey judiciously, travel (if you can), help 
people, notice what needs to be done, 
and cultivate a community spirit, but 
don't lose your own!

* Marian's name is spelled Marian.
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Call Today!

Dr. Ernesto Gutierrez

Please visit us online at
www.borderlandsuu.org

 for information and online
worship.

In the last issue of the Connection I dis-
cussed what a swarm of honey bees is 

and touched a little about the African-
ized Hybrid Bee (AHB). The European 
honey bee was brought to the Ameri-
cas by early settlers to pollinate crops 
and yield delicious sweet honey.  These 
honey bees have been "domesticated" 
by man and migratory beekeeping can 
be traced back to ancient Egyptian times 
when beekeepers kept bee hives in clay 
cylinders and would "truck" hives on 
barges down the Nile River. The hives 
would be left on boats that would be 
docked at locations for pollination, the 
bees would leave the boats to forage, 
returning with nectar. The barge would 
have a mark on the outside and when 
the boat sunk to that mark level the bee-
keeper would know that it was time to 
take the honey laden barge back up the 
Nile to extract the honey from the bees. 

Beekeepers keep bees for pollination 
(#1 income source) and honey pro-
duction (#2). They are always seeking 
new genetic lines for desirable traits 
that include: thriftiness (overwintering 
ability), superb honey gathering skills, 
well tempered, prolific brood produc-
ers, and disease/mite resistance. Experi-
menting with genetics is nothing new to 
any food or animal production industry, 
beekeeping included. One such "exper-
iment" in Brazil lost containment and 

the Africanized Hybrid Bee was born. 
On a positive note the creation did take 
Brazil from one of the lowest honey 
supplying countries to one of the top 
producers in the world. Though these 

bees need help making it through dearth 
periods, they tend to be more mite toler-
ant due to their naturally defensive be-
havior. It is my opinion that their worst 
trait is their unpredictable nature and 
the overwhelming amount of bees that 
defend the hive. These bees made their 
way from Brazil, arriving in Arizona in 
1993. 

To define unpredictable nature let me 
tell you about a feral hive under a shed 
floor in Tucson. The homeowner let 
them be as he felt the hive was not a 
concern to his children or dog as the 

"did their thing" and "never caused any 
problems". The hive was under the shed 
for over 2 years. The family enjoyed 
watching the bees in their backyard. 
One day the dad had to use an electric 

drill outside near the shed. 
He described being at-
tacked "like the bees were a 
pack of 1,000 dobermans". 
He ended up going to the 
emergency room and luck-
ily called to have the hive 
safely relocated through 
live removal. I pulled the 
entire hive out from under 
his shed and the hive was 
saved.

Experience beekeepers can 
change the genetics of the 
hive to the more docile, pre-

dictable European honey bee by replac-
ing the Queen of the Africanized Hy-
brid hive. Within two to three months 
the hive has been "rehabilitated". I say 

"experienced" beekeeper because it is 
difficult to get an AHB hive to accept 
a different queen and if the procedure 
is not done correctly this could be the 
demise of the hive. Some commercial 
beekeepers choose to keep the AHB ge-
netics in rural areas, working them fully 
protected, prepared for their defensive 
temper. Urban beekeepers must manage 
their hives at least once a month, keep-
ing their European queen marked with 
a dab of paint on her thorax, ensuring 
the correct genetics stay in place and 
the hive is not overthrown by an AHB 
swarm or replaced with a daughter who 
has bred with "bad boys"in the area. To 
learn if you can keep bees in your back-
yard visit  http://southernazbeekeepers.
org/resources/documents/ 

There are experienced beekeepers will-
ing to save the bees. Sometimes at no 
cost, sometimes for a fee. Read https://
www.monicamking.com/blog/why-
bees-are-not-free#/ for reasons why you 
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Arivaca Soul 1 Year Birthday Bash Nov 2nd 3 Pm to 11 PM
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Cedar Creek Services

Well drilling, booster pumps, solar pumps
and water storage systems.

Installation and repairs of water pumps using
high quality Grundfos and Franklin pumps.

We perform well inspections and water testing.
We look forward to working for you.

CALL US AT
520-975-1127 or 520-398-3326

SERVING TUBAC, AMADO, & SURROUNDING AREAS.

Our company provides quality pump service
for all your fresh water needs.

may be charged for a bee removal. For 
a list of beekeepers doing live removals 
that do not kill bees please visit: http://
southernazbeekeepers.org/bee-remov-
al/   Bee biology is of course more com-
plicated than this. If you are interested 
in bees or beekeeping, or even saving 
pollinators, join the local Southern Ar-
izona Beekeepers Association and the 
National Pollinator Stewardship Coun-
cil. Monica King is a third generation 
beekeeper, teaches beekeeping classes, 
sells nucleus colonies, queens, honey, 
wax and other products from the hive. 
Monica is the current president of the 
Southern Arizona Beekeepers Associa-
tion and writes local, native, honey reci-
pes for SavortheSW.com. You can reach 
her at www.monicamking.com

Equine Voices Rescue & Sanctuary 
is one of more than 700 nonprofit 

organizations participating in Arizona 
Gives Day, a 24-hour online fundrais-
ing initiative on Tuesday, April 7, 2020. 
Presented by FirstBank, Arizona Gives 
Day will bring together Arizonans from 
across the state to raise awareness and 
financial support for nonprofit organi-
zations statewide.

Equine Voices Rescue & Sanctuary in 
Amado, AZ, is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to rescuing equines from ne-
glect, abuse, abandonment, and slaugh-
ter, including those used in the produc-
tion of the drug Premarin and in the 
drug smuggling industry. 2019 marked 
15 years of service to the community as 
an equine rescue with over 1,200 hors-

es and burros saved! Currently Equine 
Voices is home to 53 horses and 6 bur-
ros.

Karen Pomroy, President and Founder 
of Equine Voices says “Our communi-
ty’s support of Equine Voices, through 
AZ Gives Day, is now needed more 
than ever in light of current events. This 
year our goal for Arizona Gives Day is 
$50,000 and we hope the public will 
help us get the word out to friends and 
family through social media. We are 
grateful for all donations which go di-
rectly to support the mission of the or-
ganization by providing for the needs of 
all the equines in our care”.

Through https://www.azgives.org/
equinevoices, anyone from anywhere 
in the world, can support Equine Voices 
from 12:00am to 11:59pm on April 7th. 
Donors can also pre-schedule their do-
nations on the website beginning March 
17th.

For more information about Equine 
Voices Rescue & Sanctuary, please visit 
www.equinevoices.org or contact them 
at 520-398-2814.

Arizona Individual Income Tax-
payers have Free Tax Preparation 

Options
Taxpayers Encouraged to E-file

Individual income tax filers needing 
additional assistance this tax filing 

season can take advantage of the fol-
lowing free tax filing services that are 

available in the state:
• Free File Alliance – Is a public-pri-
vate partnership between ADOR and a 
consortium of tax preparation software 
companies. The free file program offers 
a free file program to Arizona taxpayers 
who meet certain criteria. Please visit 
https://azdor.gov/e-services/free-elec-
tronic-filing-individuals for more infor-
mation. 
• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) – Offers free tax help to people 
who generally make $56,000 or less, 
persons with disabilities and limited 
English speaking taxpayers who need 
assistance in preparing their tax re-
turns. For more information, visit www.
irs.gov/Individuals/Free-Tax-Return-
Preparation-for-You-by-Volunteers.
• AARP Foundation Tax-Aide Program 
– Offers free assistance to individuals 
50 and older who cannot afford a tax 
preparation service to file federal and 
Arizona returns. Details on the program 
can be found at www.aarp.org/money/

taxes/aarp_taxaide.
The Arizona Department of Revenue 
(ADOR) also has electronic filing ser-
vices available to taxpayers:
• E-File - Visit the Arizona Department 
of Revenue’s E-Services page https://
azdor.gov/e-services/approved-vendors 
to view the list of software providers 
certified to submit electronically filed 
returns with ADOR. The department is 
encouraging tax filers to e-file their in-
dividual income taxes.
• Online Forms - Arizona offers fillable 
tax forms designed for taxpayers who 
prefer to prepare their returns. Arizona 
forms and instructions are available to 
print at https://www.azdor.gov/Forms.

Check out ADOR’s website at www.
azdor.gov for additional information on 
tax filing requirements, instructions and 
important tax filing tips.

Source:  AZ Dept. of Revenue
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Living Yoga & Āyurveda
Truthfulness, Compassion, and 

Prophylactic Measures

By Regan Wendell, AHC

From the ancient texts of Āyurve-
da, we see that epidemics have 

occurred since the beginning of ex-
istence. I suppose with less ability 
to travel and move about the planet, 
pandemics were rare. Guidance and 
experience like this can be found in 
many ancient texts and scriptures. The 
quote below is a suggestion of how to 
be during times of epidemic and basic 
tenants for everyday living.

Quoted from Caraka Saṁhitā - "Truth-
fulness, compassion for all living be-
ings, charitable acts and offerings, ad-
oration of nature, righteous conduct, 
peacefulness, prophylactic measures, 
supporting the welfare of people, and 
other such measures are indeed the 
medicines to be utilized for the pro-
tection of life during epidemics."

Here in southern Arizona right now, 
the desert is alive with flowers of all 
colors. The sun shines and warms our 
bodies and souls. I feel grateful to be 
in this place at this time, it feels easy to 
adore nature and honor the beauty that 
surrounds this community. I see char-

itable acts and offerings daily as we 
support the welfare of people. Some 
communities and relationships will be 
torn apart within the stress, fear, and 
chaos of this time. But others are com-
ing together, embracing the gifts of 
creative community and family sup-
port. Finding peacefulness within the 
unknown, opening up to what is and 
releasing the things we cannot control.

Righteous conduct can mean many 
things, and each of us gets to figure 
that out for ourselves. Practicing com-
passion for all living beings, especial-
ly our fellow humans, allows space 
for each of us to be. It is easy to judge 
our own and others' actions as right 
or wrong. Most of us believe that our 
way is the right way, and when we are 
afraid, mind does not function clearly. 
While our own actions do affect those 
around us, and the actions of others 
can affect each of us respectively, try-
ing to impose control over others is a 
losing battle.

I continue to come back to the Seren-
ity Prayer, something that has been 
with me for many years. "Grant me 
the serenity to accept the things I can-
not change, the courage to change the 
things I can, and the wisdom to know 
the difference." Relief and acceptance 

washes over me as I recite this prayer. 
Serenity, acceptance, courage, wisdom 
- exhale, be. When I am able to dis-
cern the difference of what I can and 
cannot change, how little I can actu-
ally control (if anything) peacefulness 
comes not only to myself but to those 
around me. There may also be anger, 
grief, sadness, and confusion. But it is 
within the truthfulness of what is, and 
a willingness to feel my own feelings 
rather than judge another's choices 
that I find peace.

In the ancient Sanskrit texts, it is 
taught that the first word of a book is 
the most important in that book, the 
first word on a page is the most im-
portant on that page, and the first word 
of a verse is the most important of that 
verse. The quote from Caraka Saṁhitā 
above begins with the word truthful-
ness. I see this as truthfulness with self 
and truthfulness with others. Though 
the path to truth can be lined with dis-
comfort and pain, when we are able 
to get to the truth of our own feelings 
and perhaps discover the truth of what 
lies beneath our thoughts and beliefs, 
peace and compassion follow. And 
from truth and compassion the rest of 
the quote unfolds.

The practice of Āyurveda (translated 
as science, wisdom, or knowledge of 
life) is itself a prophylactic measure. 
The science offers us ways in which to 
heal our own body-mind-spirit as well 
as the macrocosm of the world around 
us. Fear is contagious, and in my opin-
ion more contagious right now than 
any virus. The collective mind-state is 
afraid and that fear is being fed daily 
and in large doses. Prayer, meditation, 
mantra or affirmations, silence, con-
scious breathing, mindful movements, 
creative expression; these are all pro-
phylactic measures. Caring 
for the mind and spirit is 
necessary in order to care 
for and protect the physical 
body. 

Self-care is a prophylactic 
measure, a righteous act, and 
is in support of the welfare 
of people. Proper rest, eating 
nourishing food, getting ap-
propriate exercise, and car-

ing for the sense organs support health 
of the body-mind-spirit. Adoration of 
nature, being with the natural world 
and honoring the natural rhythms of 
day and season, is a prophylactic mea-
sure. The ways in which we care for 
ourselves are directly related to how 
susceptible we are to illness or dis-
ease. Someone who is sleep deprived 
is immunocompromised. If we are un-
able to digest and assimilate the food 
we put into our bodies, we are already 
ill. The ways in which we honor our-
selves on a daily basis is our best pro-
tection in preventing illness. Preven-
tion of disease is one of the guiding 
principles of Āyurveda, and applies 
during times of pandemic as well as 
every day.

A short list of prophylactic measures:

• Make time for silence each day.

• Step away from the news feed, close 
the computer, turn off the television, 
silence the phone.

• Share gratitude with family and 
friends.

• Bring awareness to your digestive 
fire, and only eat when physically 
hungry.

• Wash or sanitize hands only when 
appropriate.

• Use coconut oil for moisturizing in-
stead of lotion. Lotion is actually dry-
ing to the skin, while

coconut oil is nourishing and antimi-
crobial.

• Create a routine and schedule that 
honors the reality of your current life.

• Don't make decisions from a place of 
panic or fear.
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1700 SF Updated Home in the TS, 3 BR $140K
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The Arizona Department of Reve-
nue (ADOR) says taxpayers need 

to be mindful when selecting their 
tax preparers this tax season, because 
they are ultimately responsible for 
what is filed, regardless of who pre-
pared the return.

 Taxpayer responsibilities:

• Ensure the tax preparer provides 
you with a copy of the entire return.

• Insist the preparer provides copies 
of all schedules, especially if there 
are itemized deductions or credits.

• Ask the preparer to explain the re-
turn, including deductions, credits 
and wages claimed.

• Review the tax return before sub-
mitting to ensure numbers are correct 
and schedules add up to source docu-
ments provided to the tax preparer.

• Ask the preparer to sign the return 
and list their preparer tax information 
number (PTIN).

• Know preparers are prohibited from 
charging a percentage of a taxpayer’s 
refund as their fee.

The IRS says roughly 60 percent of 
tax filers used tax preparation ser-
vices in 2019. While the majority are 
professional and qualified, there are 
cases where tax preparers have sub-
mitted fraudulent returns or promised 
larger tax refunds by making unwar-
ranted changes to the tax return.

Some key questions to ask:

• What kind of formal training does 
the preparer have and how current is 
the training?

• Does the preparer hold any pro-
fessional licenses or designations? 
These include: accredited tax preparer 
(ATP), accredited tax advisor (ATA), 
certified public accountant (CPA), 
enrolled agent (EA) or registered ac-
counting practitioner (RAP).

• How long has the preparer been do-
ing tax returns?

• Does the preparer offer e-file ser-
vices?

• Is the preparer available year-round?

• Will the preparer explain how the 
return was prepared in the event of an 
examination by ADOR or the IRS?

• Did the preparer explain charges for 
services in advance?

• Does the preparer provide copies of 
complete returns to clients?

Source:  Arizona Department of Rev-
enue

 Kelly’s Mobile 
Sharpening Service
The ultimate cutting edges

Steel, carbide, ceramic knives, scis-
sors, garden tools, shop tools, hatchets, 
chain saws, kitchen knives and more! If 
it takes an edge, I’ll sharpen it.
Ten or more items and I’ll come to you, or call ahead 
and drop off from Tuesday-Friday from 8:30-4:30 and 
I’ll sharpen while you wait. Look for the sharpening 
sign on Universal Ranch Rd., four gates down from 
Arivaca Rd. 

Dan Kelly (520)336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Rd.

kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

• Take a breath, take a beat, breathe.

If you would like more information 
about self-care and prevention please 
see the articles

published on my website. I will be 
publishing some specific prophylactic 
measures to the site,

as well as some new recipes in the 
coming weeks and months. If you 
would like to receive an

email as new items are published, 
please contact me through the website.

www.stableinself.com
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Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

Protect them withProtect them with
beautiful copper caps.beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Viga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga Covers

Come visit the Arivaca Farmer's 
Market and support local farm-

ers and artisans! Open every Saturday 
from 9-'til......

With the current situation surrounding 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) the market 
is doing everything possible to contin-
ue to support the community. Sandra, 
as always is our most reliable vendor 
and seems to never skip a Saturday! 
She will set up with fresh vegetables, 
canned pickled yummies, and sweet 
jams and jellies. She is offering a 
drive up service where you may place 
a pre-order and pick up your bag(s).  
For those that are sick, Sandra can 
do doorway delivery.  Orders can be 
placed at carelesscoyote@gmail.com 
or text 480-684-4869. The Communi-
ty Gardens announces it will continue 
doing the same thing as always but will 
back off planting and prep for Spring.  
Regan will have her herbal teas and 
medicinal honey also available for 
pre-order. Contact her at stableinself@
gmail.com or by calling 520-303-3604 
(no texting).  Regan plans on being set 
up at the first Saturday. Monica's hon-
ey is available through Sandra and she 
also plans to continue attending mar-
ket. You can pre-order through Sandra 
or by contacting Monica at kingmon-
ica772@gmail.com and texting 520-
240-0532. Updates on goods available 
will be posted on the market webpage 
at www.visitarivaca.com and also by 
announcements made on the Arivaca 
Community Bulletin facebook page. 
At this time the seed and plant ex-
change has been postponed until fur-
ther notice. Our love and thoughts go 
out to all our friends and family during 
these unpredictable times. Please know 
we are here for you.

Arivaca Early Learning Center

by Nathalie

Happy Spring!  We wish you all 
time to see and smell the flow-

ers.  Our little garden is loving the rain 
and sun and attention from the chil-

dren.  We have greens, herbs, and lots 
of sugar snap peas growing.  We have 
rulers in the garden so we can measure 
the growth of the pea plants daily.  Our 

flower garden is also gorgeous, full of 
colors!

We are working daily on the sounds of 
the alphabet letters and in preparation 
for the “q” sound we are working on a 
quilt.  Each preschool child picked out 
a 4 or 9 patch design, their fabrics, and 
they were able to help sew the squares 
together with a sewing machine.  Wow!  
Volunteers are now hand stitching each 
child’s favorite shape onto the squares.  
The quilt will hang in the preschool for 
the spring.  What a fun project!

The toddlers have been studying the 
fuzzy caterpillars that are everywhere.  
They also love to point out the air-
planes that zoom overhead. 

We are all enjoying being outside, read-
ing, building forts, riding hobby hors-
es, and generally running in circles! 

Arivaca Human Resource Cares 
About the Safety Of Our Commu-

nity!

Due to on-site food preparation, Pima 
County has asked Arivaca Human Re-
source to implement safeguards to pro-
tect our clients.   These restrictions will 
remain in place until further notice.  

Effective immediately the following 
changes will be strictly enforced:

* Restricted Access to HR building 

(Please knock if the door is locked.) At 
this time, restrictions apply to:

* Kitchen
* Dining Room
* Food Pantry
* Thrift Store
* Office (limited restrictions apply)

* Food Boxes will only be available 
10:30 and 3:30 M-TH and 10:30-1:30 
Fri
* Clothing Store is closed
* NO Donations of any kind will be 
accepted
* Burrito Bus bi-weekly service into 
Green Valley will be temporarily sus-
pended

Additionally, staff and volunteers will 
continue to ensure healthy hygiene, 
safety and sanitation protocols remain 
a priority.  

As always, your time and funding is 
greatly appreciated and will assist us in 
continuing our programs with as little 
interruption as possible.   

We appreciate our community’s sup-
port, understanding and cooperation.  

The Arizona Eye Mobile will be 
in Arivaca on Saturday, April 25, 

2020, at the Arivaca Action Center.  Dr. 
Richard Marcello will be providing the 
Ophthalmological Eye Examinations 
by appointment only. Exams will be 
scheduled every 20 minutes.  Appoint-
ments begin at 8:00am.  Each person 
will be examined for eye diseases such 
as Glaucoma, Cataracts, and Diabetic 
Retinopathy.  Prescriptions for glasses 
will be provided, but not for contact 
lens.  

The cost of the examination is still $40, 
cash only.  To schedule an appoint-
ment, please contact Julie Beal at 398-
2160 or Nathalie Dresang at 398-3009.  
Once the schedule is filled, names will 
be taken for the waiting list.  Appoint-
ment reminders will be provided by 
phone or email during the week pre-
ceding April 25th.

The Eye Mobile comes to us through 
the generous work and contributions of 
the Lions Vision Center, the Odd Fel-
lows & Rebekahs of Arizona, and the 
AZ Ophthalmological Society.  Arizo-
na Ophthalmologists in private prac-
tice volunteer their time on the Medical 
Eye Mobile and receive no remunera-
tion.  The Arivaca visit is sponsored by 
Arivaca Area Health Services. 
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Arivaca.com
YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!

Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado, 
Altar Valley and Elephant 
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

 

Monthly Garbage 
Service, $30.00 
Monthly (weekly 
pick-up) Household 
garbage only 
4 bag limit. We 
do yard clean-up 
also, call for more 
information! 

J & K RECYCLING 
AND GARBAGE 

SERVICE

Contact Jerry at 
(520)470-2113

Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
vaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________

The Founding Fathers.
An American Band
Led By Talent.
And Uncle Sam.
Their Goal in Life.
To tell their story.
With Jesus Christ!
And All his Glory…
So Slay that Dragon.
Slay that Sin.
Let you Savior…
Cmon In!!!

Timothy Austin Jones

A SOCIETY THAT CARES ABOUT PEOPLE

I know that family is our first society
and living in it teaches us about the larger society.

I was fortunate to grow up in a family that cared about people,
invited the extended family and friends to feel comfortable in our home

where we engaged in civil discourse.
Which career one chooses is based on what matters to that person.

I chose teaching students and later counseling adults
for my life’s work because I love to watch people overcome challenges,

and I never even thought of a career based on income only.
I like the Native American version of the golden rule:

“Live in harmony, for we are all related.”
Harmony is not everyone on the same note,

but on different notes that sound well and work well together.

Margaret Ann Adams

CATBIRD 

Solitary Catbird alone in a tree
Singing his heart out, much like me
He fluffs, he preens, he shakes and sings
Looks so handsome, spreading his wings

He sings and warbles and tries his best
Hoping to attract,  someone with to nest
But no one comes, his song is in vain
Little bird, little bird, I feel your pain

I try to win my true love’s heart
By baring my soul,  when we’re apart
But try as I might and write what I will
There’s no response, and silence still

I watch you sing and sing again
Then fly off high, into the wind
I wish I could go, where your wings will fly
And no one could hear, as I cry and cry.

Keith Cliver

Age of Denial

As I hide behind my Smily Face,
I fail to Acknowledge the
truth of it all.

For you know that it’s hard to
Really See - out of these
Very small holes this mask
Lends to me

But when I do - Look out
all I see are Smily Face’s
Looking back at me

Anne Possien
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Tales from the Garden- One Never 
Knows

by Emily Bishton

On March 14th, something incredible 
happened in my relationship with birds, 
and which I will never forget.  Earlier 
that day, I had sat outside the School-
house with a group of fellow Arivaca 
residents, talking about how we can 
support one another during the corona 
virus outbreak, and though the con-
versation was very constructive, I was 
feeling very unsettled.  Soon after arriv-
ing back home, while sitting at the din-
ing room table, I heard a tiny thud that 
sounded like a small bird hitting our 

front picture window glass.  Two days 
before, a Mourning Dove had acciden-
tally flown into that same window and 
died instantly, which had made me real-
ize that because the window was a haz-
ard again because some of the bird-de-
terrent decals had fallen off of it over 
the winter.  I had already bought more 
decals, and just needed to put them up.  
Now, with a heavy heart, knowing that I 
had forgotten this important task, I went 
to the front door and looked out.

A male Broad-billed Hummingbird was 
lying on the front porch stoop, motion-
less.  With hope that it was just stunned 
but not dead, I went out and knelt down 
beside it to see that its tiny dark eyes 
were open and blinking.  Two things 
jumped into my head that I knew I had 
to do: get it into a safe place out of the 
hot sun, and see if it would drink any 
nectar to get some energy back.  Hum-
mingbirds need to drink nectar every 15 
minutes throughout the day to keep up 
with their incredible metabolism, and I 
had no idea how long ago this one had 
done so.  I scooped it up in the palm 
of my hand, and carefully walked over 
to the covered porch of my studio.  It 

moved just enough to look around as I 
sat down on the porch, but did not resist 
or try to move its wings.  My husband 
Uno followed me with one of our hum-
mingbird feeders, opened the top, and 
set it on my lap.  While holding the tiny 
treasure in one hand, I dipped a finger 
from my other hand into the sugar wa-
ter to get a small drop on my fingertip, 
and then put it right next to the tip of 
its bright red bill.  It took a few tries, 
but then its tiny tongue- no thicker than 
a hair- began to lick the first sugar wa-
ter drop, then another and another.  My 
head was bent down close, and I could 
see the tiny fork in the very tip of its 
tongue too, which makes it easier and 
quicker for all hummingbirds to “swirl 
up” the nectar from flowers.  My heart 
was beating like mad.  The elation of 
getting to witness and experience some-
thing I had only seen on videos, mixed 
with the fear that my efforts to save this 
amazing creature would be in vain.

After drinking up multiple drops, look-
ing around more and fluffing its feath-
ers a bit, the hummingbird became mo-
tionless again. The only sign of life was 

its blinking eyes and the fast beating of 
its heart, which caused its breast feath-
ers to vibrate intensely.  By then it had 
been 15-20 minutes since it hit the win-
dow, and my fear began to build again.  
Then with a quick flick of its wings, 
it took off but only for a second, just 
long enough to land on a nearby bam-
boo stake that was leaning up against 
the porch post.  While it perched there 
awkwardly, my husband and I looked at 
each other in dismay: Had it injured a 
wing? Was it still stunned or in shock? 
What more should we try to do?  But 
then our hoped-for miracle happened, 
and it took off, flying fast, straight, 

and true, making a beeline behind the 
house and then swooping high into the 
sky.   We then made a beeline to get 
the bird-deterrent decals put up so this 
won’t happen again!  Joy and wonder 
filled our hearts for the rest of the day.  
Yet another reminder that when waking 
up in the morning, one never knows 
what will happen that day to change our 
lives, or what we can do to change an-
other life.  That remains true with every 
step we take throughout each day, even 
if those steps are just around our own 
house and yard during these difficult 
days.  

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO PREVENT 
BIRD STRIKES?

Millions of birds die each year in the 
US after striking windows in our homes 
and businesses, and it happens through-
out cities, towns and rural areas.  Birds 
often strike windows that reflect mostly 
blue sky and clouds, and therefore fool 
them into not seeing the glass.  Here 
are some tips to prevent your windows 
from being a danger to birds:

• Even partially closing the blinds or 
curtains can help a lot.  We use this 
method for all our bedroom and bath-
room windows.  But because we like 
to watch the birds in our front garden 
so much, we seldom have those blinds 
closed, and instead use the methods be-
low:

• Screens really help birds see that the 
window is there, and also cushion the 
blow if they do get fooled and fly into 
them.  To protect birds from our big pa-
tio door, we added a free-hanging “cur-
tain screen” in front of the non-opening 

side (see photo). We are also lucky that 
our house came with screens on all win-
dows except three. 

Hummingbird rescue. Photo by Emily Bishton.

Window with bird deterrent stickers. Photo by Emily 
Bishton.

Curtain-screen bird protector. Photo by Emily 
Bishton

• Bird-deterrent, static cling decals that 
reflect ultra violet light can be pur-
chased to place on the outside of non-
screened windows, and white-outlined 
decals can be placed on the inside of 
windows.  They work best when spaced 
12-15 inches apart, and there are many 
patterns available: leaves, birds, flow-
ers, and more.  We have decals across 
all three of our picture windows.   There 
is even UV liquid that you can use to 
draw on your own bird-deterrent de-
signs (see photos)! 

Census 2020 Responses Are Confi-
dential

Despite what you may have read or 
heard, participating in the 2020 

Census is safe and secure. Your re-
sponses are not only anonymous, they 
are protected by federal law.

Your answers to the census questions 
can only be used to produce statis-
tics—they cannot be used against you 
in any way.

Things to know:
•  The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled 
that your answers legally cannot be 
shared
•  Answers cannot be used by law en-
forcement
•  Answers cannot be used to determine 
eligibility for government benefits
•  Every census bureau employee takes 
an oath to protect your personal infor-
mation for life
•  Since you can respond securely on-
line, by mail or by phone, no census 
worker will come to your home unless 
you fail to respond
•  Your online responses are safe from 
hAcking and other cyberthreats – all 
data is encrypted and is not stored on-
line

Updated census data provides a fresh 
statistical portrait of the nation, which 
leads to fair government representa-
tion, better decision-making and equi-
table distribution of public funds for 
critical local programs and services. 
Learn more about the census bureau’s 
data protection and privacy program at 
census.gov/privacy.
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Planet Earth is Closed

by Paul Taylor

This I believe. Hurry to your closest 
magazine source or computer to 

look at the powerful ART message that 
is displayed on the cover of the March 
21 Economist magazine. While look-
ing, read a bit of the content. It captures 
well the present health status of Homo 
sapiens. The Art displays an image of 
the planet over which is hung a sign 
which reads, ‘CLOSED.’ This captures 
the emotional depth of the pandemic 
which humans are experiencing. Al-
though humans represent a species that 
has the capacity to develop a very high 
level of functional intelligence, today’s 
humans labor at the door of becoming 
extinct. 

We seem to be deeply trapped within un-
examined personal beliefs which have 
resulted in countless and unacceptable 
measures of arrogant ignorance. Let’s 
capture a few examples:

• Our President is a narcissist who 
pursues governing within his person-
al views and self interests; dismisses 
staff who are not loyal to his causes; 

is responsible for the US being so late 
in taking action against the corona vi-
rus; dismisses the science of Climate 
Change as a hoax; and dismissed early 
the coronavirus as a new Democratic 
hoax. Tweet: arrogant.

• When President Trump took office in 
2017, the White House National Secu-
rity Council for Global Health Security 
& Biodefense survived the transition of 
power. The mission was: do everything 
possible within the vast powers and re-
sources of the US government to prepare 
for the next disease outbreak and pre-
vent it from becoming an epidemic or a 
pandemic. One year later, in December 
2018 the White House dissolved the of-
fice, leaving the country less prepared 
for pandemics like COVID-19. Ron 
Klein, the former White House Ebola 
virus response coordinator wrote, “it is 
the prospect of another such pandemic, 
not nuclear war or a terrorist attack or a 
natural disaster that poses the greatest 
risk of a massive casualty event in the 
United States.”

• There is an account of a man who saw 
clearly the likely emergent of today’s 
global threat of a zoonotic pandemic. 

That man was Dennis Carrell who has 
been the leading voice about the threat 
of “zoonotic spillover,’ which is the 
transmission of pathogens from non-
human animals to humans. Carrell di-
rected the pandemic flu virus threat and 
other emerging threats for the US Agen-
cy for International Development for 
nearly 15 years. He developed a proj-
ect called Predict, which had the goal 
of tracking and researching zoonotic 
viruses that could prepare us for any 
new pandemic. His Predict Program 
discovered more than 2,000 new vi-
ruses, including a new Ebola virus that 
could ‘spillover’ or infect humans. This 
program worked successfully under 
Presidents George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama, but the Trump administration 
opted to shut down the project. It was 
Carrol who remarked that his surveil-
lance and research project was closing 
because of “the ascension of risk-averse 
bureaucrats.” The project was  closed 
in the fall of 2019, but it was difficult 
to get funding during the previous two 
years. To be risk averse relates to the 
hesitation of a person to agree to a sit-
uation with an unknown payoff versus 
another situation with a more predict-
able payoff. The Trump administration 

wanted the payoff to make America 
great again which meant to grow the 
economy above other efforts that really 
must be supported such as surveillance 
of viruses in order to be prepared for 
uncertain pandemics. The end of the 
Predict Project is a symptom of a bigger 
problem: the US government was not 
taking the risk of pandemics as serious-
ly as it should have, and it isn’t invest-
ing enough in spreading international-
ly the expertise and best practices that 
might be needed in the threat of a global 
pandemic.

• Science must become recognized 
for its many values critical for human 
survival. The technology of applied 
science has given us such devices as 
smartphones; disease detection and 
cures via radiation; radiation of foods 
for eliminating bacteria and achieving 
longer shelf-life; and etc. We fail to 
recognize that science has essentially 
replaced religion as a source of gener-
ating collective values for life’s contin-
uance.  We have failed to have a win-
ning position on the science of climate 
change and the use of nuclear energy 
for solving our global climate issue. 
The White House refers to the climate 

change issue as a great hoax, 
yet scientific evidence says we 
are about to reach tipping points 
beyond which events would oc-
cur in the fashion of a deadly 
pandemic.

 Science has been looking for 
the next Ebola-like virus epi-
demic emergence, but our gov-
ernment has cut off such fund-
ing. So, can we hope to easily 
handle a possible emergent 
Ebola pandemic? Certainly not 
without funding the science 
programs that can prevent our 
being unprepared.



FOR SALE: COMBINATION LATHE/
MILLING MACHINE, Smithy model 
Granite 1220 LTD. Inclueds all cutting 
mounting, and measuring tools. Very low 
hours. $1500. Picture upon request. 520-
398-9059. camperman70@yahoo.com

 COST:   25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.  
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge. 

NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.      
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com        

Un-Classifieds

DOG SITTING.  Clean, quiet individual 
accommodations.  $20 per day.  520-398-
2526. 

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY RD  
Free rattlesnake rehomeing by R D Ayers. 
Humane alternative to killing these valuable 
predators. 520-820-2947.

DOG CARE RESORT Clean country 
accomodations. $20 per day. 520-398-
2526.

ACCEPTING DONATIONS!  Arivaca 
Helping Hearts is accepting donations for 
the year!  As a 501(c)3, your donation is tax 
deductible.  So if you need help or if you can 
help, please give us a call! See ad on page 3.

IF YOU HAVE A DRUG PROBLEM WE 
CAN HELP Narcotics Anonymous meets 
in Tubac every Thursday evening at 
6PM at the Tubac Community Center, 50 
Bridge Rd, Tubac AZ 85646  Open to all

REGENERATING ARIVACA meeting 
and potluck first Sunday of the month at 
the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.

FIREWOOD-SEASONED MESQUITE 16” 
length-Delivered and stacked, $300/cord, 
call 520-425-7625

1 BED MOTOR HOME RENT 2 OWN 
$450.00 Month. Includes Power,Water,Wifi 
Move in Today! Call 520-447-8015

I BUY HOMES & LAND FAST Call 
or  Text Jim at 520-447-8015, www.
sellusyourhouseonline.com

HELLO GOOD PEOPLE, THE 10 
FENCED ACRES ON HARDSCRABBLE 
RD, hilltop views, well, electric 600 ft to 
property line, $42 K by owner. (520) 429-
4307.

ARIVACA MOVESMOVES Tuesday 
7-8:15, by donation. A place for 
movement. We alternate between a 
country swing/disco/etc. week and an 
improvised experimental music week for 
contemplative movement. All welcome!

RELIABLE CONSTRUCTION HELP 
needed, $15/ hr. 520-303-3105

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet at 
town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, and 
Dec)

SUNDAYS - 9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-400-
9608

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the 
Border Zone:  meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian Aid 
Office.

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center - 
Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

3rd Sunday - 4:00-8:00pm - Board Games for 
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

First Monday: - Arivaca Community Center board 
meeting - 5:30pm - at the community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary - at 
the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services - 
4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women & Wine, 

5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board mtg 
@ Fire House   www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human Resources Group mtg. - 
Human Resource Office Public Invited

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library Book Club call 
594-5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action 
Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old Schoolhouse

6-7pm - Weekly Meditation Group - Arivaca 
Action Center Wellness Area (in back of building) 
Sponsored by PHP, free and open to everyone!

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Friday - 5:30-8:30pm - Tween/Teen Nite

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and Community 
Education Assn. At the Library 594-5235  

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca Library 
- Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on 
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after 
school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activities

Have Medicare questions? 
I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed Sales 
Representative
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520) 425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

Have Medicare questions?
I have answers.

DAVID JACOME
Licensed Sales
Representative
101 S La Canada Dr, 30-B
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520)425-6522, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

RANCHO DE LA OSA IS NOW HIRING. 
Kitchen staff, housekeeping, maintenance 
and wrangler positions are available. Call 
520-401-5648 for more information.

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 
SPONSORS FREE SPANISH CLASSES 
Beg./Int. Tuesdays 5:30-7 at the Gitana

KELLY’S MOBILE SHARPENING 
SERVICES The ultimate cutting edges.See 
ad on page 10.
Dan Kelly
520-336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Road
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

RUBY MINES ENTRANCE TO PROPERTY 
BY PERMIT ONLY NO FURTHER OPEN 
GATE ACCESS Thursday through Sunday
howard@rubyminerestoration.org www.
rubyaz.com 520-744-4471 for permits.


