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Down on the Sópori.  Four 
words that somehow con-

vey the size and expectations 
one have regarding what is today 
one of the largest and arguably 
the oldest cattle ranch in the San-
ta Cruz Valley.  It begins in the 
west, along the reaches of Sópori 
Wash.  As the Sópori widens out 
into a valley, east of the conflu-
ence with Batamote Wash, agri-
culture can be practiced. A natu-
ral spring, known in Spanish as 
an Ojo del Agua, feeds the fields.  
Upstream, large washes like the 
Papalote and the Moyza carry 
water from the western slopes 
of the Tumacacori Mountains.  
As Sópori Creek flows into the 
Santa Cruz River at Amado the 
creek with the mellifluous name 
disappears, but not before it has 
witnessed history.  As with any 
natural source of water in the 
Southwest, there was settlement, 
first by Native Americans and 
later by Europeans.  

The name Sópori comes from an 
O'Odham (Pima) word, proba-
bly something that sounds like 
“Sóporic,” with a Spanish pro-
nunciation, accenting the first 
“o.” Spanish speakers softened 
the hard endings of words by 
adding an “a” or an “o”.  Even-
tually the “c” was dropped and 
Sópori remained.  Traditionally 
a group of Pimas known as “So-
baipuri” lived in the Santa Cruz 
and San Pedro valleys, and pos-
sibly the name is related.

In 1691 Father Eusebio Francis-

co Kino established a mission at 
Guevavi, several miles south of 
Sopori, on the Santa Cruz River 
near present day Nogales. Mis-
sionaries found it a difficult place 
to live, so there were few. Some 
natives had been Christianized, 
so we see that Sópori is first 
mentioned in church records.  
Father Agustín de Campos came 
north from his headquarters at 
San Ignacio to baptize and mar-
ry natives in the rancherias along 
the Santa Cruz and its tributar-
ies.  On March 10, 1722, he bap-
tized three in Sóporica: Agustin, 
Marcos and Maria Rosa.  Visits 
by missionaries escorted by sol-
diers, revealed the possibilities 
of farming and cattle ranching 
along the upper Santa Cruz Riv-
er and its tributaries.

The first rancher at Sópori was 
Don Juan Bautista de Anza 
(1693-1740), who had come 
from his Basque homeland in 
Spain to the New World. At the 
age of 28, he joined the cavalry 
as an alferez and was assigned 
to the presidio at Janos in Chi-
huahua where he met his wife, 
Maria Rosa Bezerra Nieto, the 
daughter of the commander. 
He brought to the marriage two 
daughters, whose mother may 
have died. He and Doña Maria 
Rosa had several children: Fran-
cisco Antonio (b 1725), Margar-
ita (b 1727),  Josefa Gregoria 
(b 1732) and Juan Bautista (b 
1736) and perhaps others. Doña 
Maria Rosa became a skilled cu-
randera and over the years many 
sick priests and others were sent 
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to her for treatment. Don Juan's  
military training at Janos was 
to make him an exceptional 
Apache fighter, but as Janos is 
in farming country, he was able 
to acquire agricultural knowl-
edge that he would need later. 
In a previous home, he also had 
some mines for which he operat-
ed supply stores. Back in Spain, 
his parents owned a pharmacy 
and he was trained by his father 
in law and business. Don Juan 
was ready for all he might need 
to do in life.

Anza was raised to the rank of 
Captain and assigned as com-
mander of the presidio at Fron-
teras, Sonora, in 1726, with the 
removal of the previous com-
mander.  He took on a vast area 
from there to the Gila River and 
from there to the Gulf of Mexi-
co. It was to his benefit that this 
area had excellent ranch country 
close to the Guevavi mission. 
Ranches were being located in 
the San Luis valley in Sonora, 
near what is now the US Mex-
ico border. As he explored his 
assigned area further, he came 
north into the Santa Cruz valley 
and set up a ranch near the Gue-
vavi mission. Manuel Jose de 
Sosa was appointed as foreman 
at Guevavi ranch, and was to 
accompany Anza whenever he 
needed a scribe. Moving north, 
he founded the San Mateo ranch 
at the confluence of the Sonoi-
ta creek and another one called 
Sicurisuta in the Pajarito moun-
tains west of there.  

Further north, he arrived at the 
northern end of the Tumacaco-
ri mountains where the valley 
of the Sopori wash spreads out 
and a native village was already 
in place.  Realizing its value 
for both ranching and poten-

tial farming, he established the 
Sópori Ranch sometime in the 
late 1720s, assigning Juan Man-
uel Bais as foreman. Anza did 
not live there himself. It is likely 
that they raised both sheep and 
cattle. Besides meat, sheep pro-
vided wool for blankets and se-
rapes, while cattle provided meat 
and leather for buckets and other 
useful items.  Anza established 
a ranch manager and workers at 
each of his ranches, providing 
houses, outbuildings and corrals 
for them. Some of those people 
lived on the Anza ranches for 
decades and have descendants 
still living in Southern Arizo-
na today, including the Sosas, 
Figueroas, Grijalvas, Salazars, 
Nuñez, and Romeros, among 
others. Juan Manuel's wife, Jo-
sefa de Luque, survived two hus-
bands and probably lived at the 
Sopori her entire life (Garate, p 
125). Many of the employees 
were Opata, Pima, Yaqui or mes-
tizo. As needed, vaqueros might 
travel from one ranch to another 
for seasonal work. 

In 1732,  second group of Jesu-
its were assigned to the missions 
at Suamca, Guevavi and San 
Xavier del Bac, escorted to their 
posts by Captain Juan Bautista 
de Anza the elder and his troops. 
The troops were necessary for 
protection against Apaches who 
had been raiding all the oth-
er native tribes and soon found 
the Spanish settlers even more 
lucrative. Anza had made a pre-
liminary trip to build a house 
for the priest at Guevavi, Father 
Juan Bautista Grazhoffer. Upon 
their arrival, Anza organized a 
pageant to celebrate the entry of 
Father Grazhoffer and introduce 
him to the natives living in vil-
Continued on p. 4...
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Welcome to Beth Shalom 
Temple Center, your cen-

ter for Jewish Life, serving the 
Southern Arizona area since 
1995.

BSTC opens its doors to all who 
seek friendship and a spiritual 
connection.

Beth Shalom Temple Center is 
led by Rabbi Norman T. Roman.  
Rabbi Roman was previously 
the Rabbi Emeritus at Temple 
Kol Ami of Detroit, Michigan, 
after serving as Senior Rabbi for 
30 years.  

He enjoys sharing his knowl-
edge and love of Judaism and 
his leadership with our congre-

lages in the area. Anza and his 
family were very devoted to the 
priests of the Jesuit order, possi-
bly because the founder, Ignati-
us of Loyola, was also a Basque 
from northern Spain.

In 1736, the discovery of an 
amazing silver strike called the 
Planchas de Plata was made 
southwest of Guevavi. Anza was 
then the Justicia Mayor of So-
nora, so it was his job to decide 
whether it was a treasure or an 
ore body that could be mined. 
For a base of operations, he 
stayed with fellow Basque and 
deputy justicia, Bernardo de Ur-
rea, at his La Arizona ranch, just 
south of the silver strike, while 
Anza attempted to make a de-
termination of origin. The min-
ers wanted it to be considered 
mineable ore, for which they 
would be taxed one fifth of the 
value, but if it was a treasure, 
the Crown could claim half plus 

the tax. Anza wanted to do what 
was right, but by the time it was 
all over, months later, the min-
ers had moved on and the silver 
mass was gone, either to pros-
pectors or to Mexico City. Some 
of the miners then came north 
up the canyons towards Arivaca 
and the Oro Blanco mountains.  
During this time, the name Ari-
zona became relatively famous 
due to its appearance on many 
Spanish documents, and ulti-
mately the name of a U.S. state.

Sadly, Juan Bautista de Anza the 
elder was killed by Apaches on 
May 9, 1740 near Suamca. His 
wife did not remarry.  She like-
ly took on the responsibilities of 
their properties, including the 
Sópori Ranch.  She moved away 
from Fronteras to live elsewhere, 
and eventually came to the Santa 
Cruz Valley.  She was living at 
Tubac when she passed away in 
1760 and was buried at the mis-
sion at Guevavi.

Anza's son, Juan Bautista de 

Anza the younger, four years old 
at the time of his father's death, 
went on to be an illustrious fig-
ure in Southern Arizona and So-
nora history, more well known 
than his pioneering father.

Reference:  Garate, Donald T. 
Juan Bautista de Anza: Basque 
Explorer in the New World, 
1693-1740, Reno: University of 
Nevada Press, 2003.

Garate, Donald T. "Arizonac:  a 
twentieth century myth"

The Journal of Arizona History. 
Vol. 46, No. 2 (summer 2005), 
pp. 161-184 

Sópori ranch story continued 
next month.

Rancho El Sópori Part 1, contin-
ued from p. 3



Cedar Creek Services

Well drilling, booster pumps, solar pumps
and water storage systems.

Installation and repairs of water pumps using
high quality Grundfos and Franklin pumps.

We perform well inspections and water testing.
We look forward to working for you.
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Book Review
An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth 

to Power
By Al Gore

Review by Karen Johnston

Did you know that on Octo-
ber 29th, 2012, the 9/11 me-

morial site was flooded by sea-
water? Did you know that 16 of 
the 17 warmest years ever mea-
sured have occurred in the last 
17 years? There are ocean fish 
swimming in the streets of Mi-
ami more and more frequently. 

“An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth 
to Power” is a very important 
book that I hope everyone will 
read. It takes a short time to read, 
because it is full of pictures and 
large print, but it tells a story that 
affects all of us. It informs us 
about the science behind glob-
al warming/climate change and 
what we can do about it.  

This is a very well-written and 
organized book. It makes every-
thing very clear. Climate change 
is real, it is happening right now, 
and it presents a threat to all liv-
ing things on earth, including 
people in this country and the 
world over. The scientific proof 
is laid out very succinctly.

It does not leave the reader in de-

spair, though.  Stories and biog-
raphies are included throughout 
the book about people who have 
gotten involved, what made them 
want to do something, and what 
action they are taking. There is 
information on businesses that, 
despite Trump’s pulling out of 
the Paris Accord, are going ahead 
with reducing greenhouse gasses 
because of moral and economic 
reasons. Georgetown Texas is 
now the largest town in the US 
that is on 100% renewable ener-
gy, because the Republican may-
or did the research and found out 
the publicly owned utility could 
deliver power to the citizens at 
the best price with renewables. 
Lots of progress has already been 
made, but there is also much that 

gation and community.

Our temple is a mixture of  sects 
of Judaism.  The Jewish people in 
Green Valley had no synagogue 
so all of them came together and 
made their own Synagogue.

The Temple Center serves as 
more than just a synagogue. We 
offer:
● Religious Services that reflect 
the diversity of Jewish traditions 
represented in our membership. 
● Holiday Programs
● An active Men’s Club and Sis-
terhood
● A Caring Committee
● Social, Cultural and Education 
Programs:
● An extensive lending Library 
of Jewish books
● Our Shofar newsletter
● An Art Gallery that features a 
varied selection of Judaica and 
other art media.

If interested in learning more, 
contact us at (520) 648-6690  

or go to our website www.bstc.
us   or Facebook page   www.
facebook.com/1751BSTC

needs to be done. 

The second half of the book is a 
very detailed handbook on how 
we can make a difference with 
our own actions. We are told 
about solutions that include do-
ing the research on candidates 
for office and backing the ones 
who want to do something about 
this problem. It even tells how 
to write or call an elected offi-
cial and be heard. Gore’s orga-
nization even hosts seminars on 
how to speak publicly about the 
subject, including a ready-made 
power point to go with it. 

Climate change is real and hap-
pening right now. This book will 
help with what we can do to en-
sure a good future for the planet.  
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 Kelly’s Mobile 
Sharpening Service
The ultimate cutting edges

Steel, carbide, ceramic knives, scis-
sors, garden tools, shop tools, hatchets, 
chain saws, kitchen knives and more! If 
it takes an edge, I’ll sharpen it.
Ten or more items and I’ll come to you, or call ahead 
and drop off from Tuesday-Friday from 8:30-4:30 and 
I’ll sharpen while you wait. Look for the sharpening 
sign on Universal Ranch Rd., four gates down from 
Arivaca Rd. 

Dan Kelly (520)336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Rd.

kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

Chad Denson
Chad@tucsoncpa.com

(520) 790.2738
(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.

Tucson, AZ 85730
DAVID OASEDAVID OASE C.P.A.C.P.A.
A Professional CorporationA Professional Corporation
www.tucsoncpa.comwww.tucsoncpa.com

The Benefits of The Ancient Art of 
Sound Therapy

The use of sound harmonics and vi-
bration to attune the body, mind, 

and spirit to the celestial realms has 
ancient roots. Native American, Greek, 
and Egyptian cultures all considered 
musical medicine to echo the Cosmos. 

Modern research supports that heal-
ing with sound is beneficial for many 
ailments including autism, depression, 
anxiety disorder, and PTSD among 
others. 

Listening to music floods our brains 
with dopamine and oxytocin, natural 
hormones that uplift and boost positive 

social bonding and health. It can also 
bring about clarity and balance, im-
provements in creativity, sleep, mem-
ory and concentration, strengthen the 
immune system, and heighten aware-
ness of both the self and the environ-
ment.

The Greek philosopher, mathemati-
cian, and musician Pythagoras (circa 

500 BC) was, in a very real sense, the 
father of music therapy. The Pythag-
oras Mystery School, based on the is-
land of Crotona, taught the use of flute 
and lyre as the primary healing instru-
ments. 

Pythagoras used the phenomena of a 
vibrating string to demonstrate to his 
disciples the ubiquitous existence of 
harmony, (as it exists everywhere/all 
the time) not only within the human 
audible range, but “out” into the cos-
mic realm for infinity and “in” to the 
atomic level for infinity. “As above 
so below” he was able to discern the 
harmony and consonance of heavenly 
bodies, the “Music of the Spheres”.

Using various intervals of harmonic 
ratios as a “medicine” for diseases of 
the body, mind, and soul, he sought 
to align souls to their Divine Nature 
through music, performing what he 
called “soul-adjustments.”

The Pythagorean Monochord Chair 
(also called the “singing chair”) has 
ancient roots in both Ancient Egypt 
and Greece. Many benefit from the 
vibrations of this stringed instrument 
which help re-energize the body and 
mind, aid to relieve stress, and uplift 
the spirit.

The monochord chair’s unique and 
moving tones can provide a profound-
ly calming effect. The back of the chair 
is a harp with 40 strings all tuned to the 
same note in different octaves. 

Harmonic overtones envelope one with 
healing vibrations that resonate deep 
within the body’s cells. Sound and 
vibration are transferred through the 
wood of the chair into the body; from 
head to toe and into the fingertips and 
the palm of one’s hand.

This exceptional full-body 
experience of sound vibra-
tional massage works on the 
central and autonomic ner-
vous system. Some people 
describe it as akin to being 
immersed in a celestial choir 
and experience visualiza-
tions of colors and imagery 
that brings a general feeling 
of inner peace and wellbe-
ing.

Tales from the Garden
A Season for Giving

by Emily Bishton

This fall, the garden has been giving 
many gifts that add meaning to my 

daily routine and to my overall well-be-
ing. The fall migration brought surprise 
sightings of new “friends” stopping by 
during their fly-through: A pair of Gild-
ed Flickers spent a week visiting, and 
seemed particularly fond of sips & dips 
in the clay saucer birdbath under the 
Ash Tree, and several Blue Grosbeaks 
spent a few days enjoying the seed mix 
we’ve started spreading each morning 
on the stone metates that are scattered 
through the garden.

A covey of 10 Gambel’s Quail have also 
been enjoying the new “snack walk” as 

they go from 
one metate 
to anoth-
er to scoop 
up break-
fast, then 
stay around 
the garden 
to scratch 
though the 
wood chip 
mulch for 
ants.  I love 
their distinc-
tive call and 
the whirring 
sound of 

their wing-beats as they take off into 
the wash below the garden. They’re the 

only birds I’ve seen so far who can boss 
around the Eurasian Collared Doves 
too!

For the past few weeks, a very tame 
Roadrunner has been spending parts of 
each day roaming the garden, not seem-
ing to care one bit if I’m out there weed-
ing, pulling the hose around, or doing 
other projects.  One day it came super 
close even while a bucket of concrete 
was being mixed to patch our raised 
bed!  To honor this bird, I used the left-
overs to make a special steppingstone 
with a big X-shaped track in the middle.

On recent cool mornings while looking 
out the windows of the sunroom, sip-
ping coffee and petting kittens (what a 
life!), I’ve seen flocks of Lesser Gold-
finches and Pine Siskins at the thistle 
feeders, Curved-billed Thrashers dig-
ging through the wood chip mulch for 

their own “ant snacks”, Northern Car-
dinals decorating the Ash tree’s bare 

The Soulistic Healing Center in Tubac 
offers sound therapy sessions utiliz-
ing tuning forks and the Pythagore-
an monochord chair as well as other 
stress-reducing modalities that balance 
the body, mind, and soul. Soak and 
swim in Arizona’s only copper-ionized 
chlorine- and chemical-free therapeu-
tic jacuzzi tubs and heated lap pool, 
enjoy the infrared sauna, or a detoxi-
fying ionic foot cleanse, all great com-
plements to any holistic health and 
wellness program.

Soulistic Healing Center (http://
soulistichealingcenter.org) is located 
in Tubac at 20 Calle Iglesia. Phone 
(520) 398-3970.



Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132

www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties?  Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado Properties

Arivaca:

Townsite HM  on paved RD rented for $400/mo buy for 
$44,000! Townsite Duplex , two 1 br units with full Bath, LR

Land Parcels: 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
10 Acres MM11 on Arivaca Rd $25K, Sold
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for homesite
20  Parcels So of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40-$65K
20 AC,  well , power, septic, garage Just off Universal Ranch
 5 AC parcels Trees and Vegetation off Jalisco $25K each
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed, Hardscrabble  
80 Acres N  of Townsite, 4000' Off Las Grutis Rd, Remote & 
Views
10 acres on Purple Mountain  $35,000 great views

Amado: Arv Rd MM 11-12 10 Acres w/  2380 SF  2br-2ba HM 
w/ 1578 sf indoor pool Area, Fixup,  UNDER CONTRACT

Green Valley:
1600 SF, 3BR, 2 bath, 2 car garage $214,900 Sold!
Two Building lots in Madera Reserve, Views

Tubac: 
Fix up home on Tres De Mayo, being cleaned up now w/ 2 car 
garage, Make offer!

branches like ornaments, Green-tailed, 
Albert’s, and Canyon Towhees dart-
ing back and forth through the chain 
link fence from the garden to the near-
by Mesquite trees, and over a dozen 
White-crowned Sparrows jumping in 
and out of our “Lotus Pond” birdbath 
like they ought to be accompanied by 
a toy piano! 

Whether the first visit by a Bridled 
Titmouse or the hundredth visit by a 
hummingbird, getting to see and hear 
all this beauty is a gift to the spirit 
during any year, but especially in this 
one with all its extra stress and worry.   
At the same time, I am reminded that 
these wonderful birds visit my garden 
each day largely because of the plants 
living in it, many of which were gifts 
too: the big Ash and Pine trees planted 
by previous owners of this property, the 
cacti, agaves, aloe, penstemon, and as-
ters that came from the Arivaca gardens 
of Alice, Brad, Ari, Sandra, and Laurie.  
I am in gratitude to the birds, animals, 
and wind too, for the gift of planting 
the nearby Cottonwoods, Willows, 
and Mesquites.  I also appreciate the 
TLC that the staff of Desert Survivors, 
Civano’s, Native Gardens, and Honey 
Lane nurseries gave the plants I’ve pur-
chased from them, to start their lives off 

well.  The same is true for the veggie 
and herb starts I got from Les and Jay, 
Ralphie, Sandra, and Mark, which help 
sustain my body as well as my spir-
it.  And so grateful to Jerry, Tom, and 
others who’ve added their energy and 
goodwill into helping to build and care 
for the garden over the past 4 years.

My garden plants are now big enough 
to provide gifts for others too, by sav-
ing and sharing my veggie seeds, pot-
ting up aloe and agave pups, slicing off 
prickly pear pads, and dividing asters. I 
am very happy to now be a part of the 
Arivaca circle of garden giving and re-
ceiving, giving and receiving… making 
every time of the year a season for giv-
ing.
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Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

Protect them withProtect them with
beautiful copper caps.beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Viga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga Covers

 

Monthly Garbage 
Service, $30.00 
Monthly (weekly 
pick-up) Household 
garbage only 
4 bag limit. We 
do yard clean-up 
also, call for more 
information! 

J & K RECYCLING 
AND GARBAGE 

SERVICE

Contact Jerry at 
(520)470-2113

Arivaca Early Learning Center
December Update

submitted by Miss Nathalie 

Here we are, enjoying the wonder-
ful warm weather of a desert win-

ter!  We have been enjoying a lot of 
outdoor time:  on the playground and 
taking nature walks.  The toddlers have 
been gathering many, many rocks!  
They are treasures; both the children 
and the rocks!

Preschoolers are working on fine motor 
skills:  writing their names.  And they 
are learning about 2 and 3 dimensional 

shapes.  We had a fabulous conversa-
tion about pentagons, hexagons, and 
octagons recently.  Curiosity and cre-
ativity abound!  A recent group project 
is creating a building out of cardboard 
boxes and recycled materials.  

What's your favorite part about work-
ing at the ELC? (staff comments)

Miss Amanda- I like watching these 
brilliant little being's minds thrive and 
grow before my eyes.  They always 
seem to amaze me, and I help provide 
that impact.  Parents are our student's 
first teachers, and if it wasn't for them, 
I couldn't do what I love to do.

Miss Angie- I have several, but here's 
a couple:  how the children remind me 
to focus on the present, not 5 minutes 
from now, but right now.  I love their 
conversations, both serious and funny.  
I can be a kid for a moment and have a 
three year old be my mom.

Miss Barb- I love playing with the kids 
and watching them become their own 
person.

Miss Imani- My favorite part is getting 
to learn from how the children learn 
and being constantly caught off guard 
by the silly, creative, attentive and in-
sightful things they say.  Every day is 
full of surprises and adventure and I'm 
so grateful for the opportunity to ac-
company them as they grow!

Miss Nathalie- I love hearing the cre-
ativity expressed by the children.  I also 
love sharing books and stories.  Every 
day I am awed by the pure curiosity of 
each child.  I appreciate that staff and 
children share daily interactions where 
we are caring, intentional, present, and 

In the Skies of Arivaca This Month: 
Jupiter Saturn Conjunction 2020

by Michael Landrum

Jupiter and Saturn are in conjunction 
only once every twenty years. On the 
evening of December 21st, also the 
winter solstice, Saturn and Jupiter will 
be just one tenth of a degree apart. 
For comparison, the moon is about ½ 
degree in diameter. That’s really close 
for any conjunction, but it’s a must see 
event for one that happens so infre-
quently. To see them, look in the west 
low on the horizon shortly after sunset. 
The two will drop belowIthe horizon 
around 7:45. It will be the closest con-

Image by NASA/ESA.

Image by NASA/ESA.

LAST CHANCE
DO YOU STILL NEED DENTAL 

WORK?

We can still get appointments for 
some basic Services using our 

grant funding.

If you would like to get an EXAM, 
X-RAYS, CLEANING, SIMPLE 
EXTRACTION OR FILLING 

Please contact me right away so I can 
try to get you seen. Please call 398-
3032 - leave a message or 419-5506 – 
leave a text

I will get back to you, this must be 
completed in the month of December 
2020.

Thanks, Beth Lusby, Arivaca Helping 
Hearts

junction since 1623 and there won’t be 
another that is as close or easy to view 
until 2080, so don’t miss it!

curious together.

Miss Porter- I love the brilliant and ex-
pansive way that kids think and imag-
ine, the ways they encourage me to 
think outside of my adult box.
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Serving:
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(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
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Name:______________________
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DRIVING

At 69 still feel like a kid
Reminisce ‘bout the things I did.
Drivin’ down the open road
Windows down to ease my load.
Like to play my music loud
Get away from all the crowd.
Feel the wind, in my face
Enjoy the drive….to no particular place.
Sippin’ on a cold brew, as I drive
Just a little buzz, wanna stay alive.

Only thing missing, is a love next to me
A smile, a touch, a hand on my knee.
So I drive on, turn up the sound
Really don’t know, where I’m bound.
I sing along, take another sip
And just enjoy, the rest of my trip.

Keith Cliver

I VOTED

placed my ballot in a special ballot box—
checked a few days later

and my vote had been counted.
Election Day is over,

all the votes are still being counted.
We know who won the necessary electoral votes

and will soon learn 
how all the various government seats are filled.

Some people are glad
others are sad

others are mad.
Some people’s lives will change,
others will stay about the same,

I will continue to put
one foot in front of the other,
the way I have lived my life.

Margaret Ann Adams

The Tree of Knowledge

Now - was there every a time in time
when time didn’t Rhyme with a dime.
when there was a time for Love
a time for You - a time for me
a time for Lying upon the Earth
beneath a tree.

A time in time. When that dime
Didn’t take all your time.
A time when more and more
was not the only door.

A time when Love for all Life
Was our Souls Goal
A time for Love - a time for You
A time for me - a time
for us, with children at
Our knees, on the Earth
beneath the Tree - with all
the time in the world to be.

Anne Possien

Trump or Biden 2020

Trump or Biden who will you pick.
I say Trump,
He holds a big stick!
A big stick means
He does what he says!
No flip flopping
Or saying what’s best…
For a vote!

Timothy Austin Jones
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No God Necessary

Convincingly without a plan or 
any sanctity for life, the science 

of cosmic evolution, after 13 bil-
lion years, brought forth on planet 
earth homo sapiens, a species with 
the potential to develop advanced 
cognitive abilities. Referring to this 
unique event as ‘Nature’s Gift of 
Life,’ speaks to our hearts and emo-
tions, giving us a lasting reminder 
of our origins. Recognising that the 
earth with its Gift of vast resource 
endowments has been the long-time 
steward of our continuing evolution, 
we are now facing the moral chal-
lenge of being stewards of our life’s 
continuance. The challenge is to col-
lectively meld our minds and hearts 
for a winning pursuit for directing 
our destiny while avoiding the ashes 
of living by fate or faith-based reli-
gion. We should celebrate the idea of 
serving in Gratitude for the chance 
of an extended survival period. Hop-
ing to protect and extend our Gift of 
Life, we could wisely think of our 
future as an opportunity for homo sa-
piens to go where no human 
has gone before in seeking 
victory over dominating 
existential challenges. Re-
sponding to the Gift of Life 
requires us to recognize that 
we alone are the stewards of 
our own sustainability.

It is essential to know that 
evidenced-based sciences 
of physics and cosmology 
has revealed a comprehen-
sive understanding of the 
evolution of our very emer-
gence from the energy and 
‘emptiness’ of space within 
which religion has no ac-
ceptable claim. The seeds 
of our existence have been 
clarified.

Over eons of time, the pow-
er of science has taken us 
to a grand level of under-
standing the universe with-
in which we as its ‘Gifts’ 

must realize that we are the sole 
directors of our destiny. This reali-
ty is difficult, particularly since we 
humans have been entrapped with-
in the severe limitations of incor-
porating religious beliefs/dogma as 
required concessions for living un-
der the rule of a Devine creator vs 
living under the rule of hard-earned 
evidence-based products of science. 
Oh, yes, religion is located on ever 
corner and its faith-based messages 
are persistent, but it surprises no one 
that science and its ceaseless techno-
logical applications have an impact 
today that exceeds, by far, the reach 
of religious voices. Values today are 
often generated from science-gener-
ated resources.

Like it or not, the universe is as sci-
ence finds it to be. Humans are Gifts 
of Nature. No God is necessary for 
our existence. We are living in a 
world and a universe without a ne-
cessity of a God who would project  
purposes and endless interpretations 
for humans to follow. Today, there 
is no evidence of a God. The need 

for a God are qualities born of reli-
gion. Yet, science informs us that we 
are the responsible for controlling 
our destiny. Therefore, we must be 
careful to accept our experiences 
and discoveries of our hard-earned 
scientific research.

Religions are tough in opposing the 
science of evolutionary concepts by 
investing in its demise by venturing, 
developing, and promoting such fea-
tures as its Intelligent Design model 
that tries to sell the idea of an intelli-
gent designer God which is now on 
its deathbed. To say, as religion does, 
that our existence and our saving 
grace requires a God, is to show the 
weakness of scientific understand-
ings of how the universe has indeed 
evolved and changed our values and 
challenges.

Science has been overpowering reli-
gious dogma for some time now. For 
example Darwin’s work revealed in 
“On the Origin of the Species” struck 
a hard blow to the hopes of any ad-
vancement of supernaturalism.

Cosmological science has permit-
ted us to understand in clearer terms 
just who we are and from where we 
came. This is critical information 
that will help us in making decisions 
in caring for controlling nature that 
will extend our longevity. We must 
turn towards serving in gratitude for 
Nature’s Gifts and the well-being of 
all earth’s inhabitants.

Like it or not, we humans must in-
hale the challenge of being very 
alone without a God and become 
superb authors of our meaning, pur-
pose, and longevity. Humans are 
now the authors of the next chap-
ters on the future of Homo sapiens. 
Challenge: Let’s consider restating 
our pledge of allegiance to read: “I 
pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one 
Nation indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.”

Paul Taylor, retired professor of sci-
ence education, resident of Green 
Valley
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Our Future Doesn’t Look Very 
Bright

This past year everyone in the 
world has had their lives upset & 

in a turmoil with the invasion of the 
Corona Virus. Millions of people have 
died, it has caused fear & financial 
panic. I’m sure we will soon have a 
vaccine. What, if any, will the Corona 
Virus have on the worlds’ future pop-
ulation? 

I recently found this  chart of the past 
worlds’ population. In 1934, the year I 
was born, the worlds’ populations was 
2.2 billion people. 

1934  2.2 billion
1960 3 billion
1937 2.3 billion
1976 4.3 billion
1954 2.7 billion
1997 5.9 billion
2020 7.8 billion

The population was increasing 23.5 
million people per year. I know it’s 
hard to envision what a billion people 
would look like. It is a million people 
a thousand times. In 2020 the worlds’ 

population had increased to 7.8 billion 
people. So, in my 86 years of life the 
worlds’ population increased 5.6 bil-
lion people  or an average of 65.1 mil-
lion people per year. However, from 
1997 to 2020 the worlds’ population 
increased 1.9 billion or 82.6 million 
people per year. As you can see, as the 
population increases it grows faster 
each year. 

At this writing the United States has 
lost, through death, 241,186 people 
& worldwide 1,258,230 people. If 
the world had lost 10 times that many 
people we still would have gained mil-
lions of people in the population. The 
Corona Virus did little to slow down 
the worlds’ population increase.

Often, we can look at the past & get a 
glimpse at what the future might look 
like. So, if in my 86 years of life the 
worlds’ population went from 2.2 bil-
lion to 7.8 billion that means  the pop-
ulation increased 3.55 times. If this re-
peated 3.55 times in the next 86 years 
the worlds’ population would be 27.69 
billion people. If for some reason all 
the people in the United States died, at 

the present rate of the worlds’ popula-
tion increase, we could repopulate the 
United States with the same amount of 
people in four years. 

So, what is the problem with the in-
creased worlds’ population? The 
world is not getting any bigger. It is 
75% water & oceans & 25% land. We 
have deserts, mountains & other ar-
eas that are not suitable for humans 
to live. Probably less than 10% of the 
worlds’ land is suitable for people to 
live, grow crops, etc. When the pop-
ulation increases where are all these 
billions of people going to live & get 
food? 

Next is the climate change problem. 
We are polluting the rivers & oceans 
& depleting the farm soils with chem-
icals. We are burning fossil fuel that 
is creating carbon dioxide in the upper 
atmosphere. That is what is causing 
global warming. I watch the weather 
report every day & I noticed this last 
summer the daily normal temperature 
was almost always up 3 to 10 degrees 
or more every day above normal. We 
have also seen several new record high 

temperatures. There is a direct relation 
between population & climate change. 

Warmer weather the last few years 
has dried up the worlds’ forests which 
has caused millions of acres of for-
est to go up in smoke, not to men-
tion the vast Arctic tundra. This year 
was a bad year for gardening. No 
peaches, apricots or pecans. We had 
few tomatoes, no sweet corn, okra, 
etc. This was our worst garden in 30 
years. We have several gardening 
friends that had the same problem. 
What will happen in the future if the 
yearly high temperatures keep rising? 
Will it get to the point where outdoor 
crops won’t grow? What will happen 
to the Midwest with the vast fields of 
corn, wheat, soy beans or the Imperial 
Valley in California. This is not hap-
pening just in the US but all over the 
world. As the worlds’ population rises 
so do tensions, laws & restrictions. I 
think it is a no brainer that we can’t 
keep experiencing population growth 
like I have seen in my lifetime. To 
me, the future looks bleak. I can only 
pray the Master has a plan that I’m not 
aware of.

I am very lucky to have lived 
my life in the greatest time 
in our worlds’ history. Some 
may think these are just the 
thoughts,  visions & ram-
blings of an old man. Howev-
er, my Mother didn’t raise any 
dumb kids. I once made the 
mechanical parts of a solar-
flex radiometer that went on 
the Pioneer Venus space craft 
& was dropped to the surface 
of Venus. It worked for a few 
minutes before it finally burnt 
up. How many people can say 
this?  My work was out of 
this world.  

Footnote: If you Google 
What’s the history of the 
world’s population you will 
get from the new United 
Nations Report world popu-
lation projected with charts 
from 5000BC to 2020 and 
beyond.  

Sterling Kopke



ACCESS Thursday through 
Sunday
info@rubyaz.com www.rubyaz.
com 520-744-4471 for permits.

TWO 40' X 50' RV LOTS FOR 
RENT SW OF TUCSON $350.00 
MONTHLY 2 RV lots for rent.  
$350.00 monthly plus security 
deposit. 3 month minimum. 
Utilities not included. $25.00 App 
Fee. Water, electric and septic 
hookups provided. Utilities not 
included.  Small pets allowed. 
Adults only.  6425 W. Pinto Rd. 
Sahuarita, AZ  home 520 625-
7559 or cell 520 549-9317

 COST:   25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.  
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge. 

NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.      
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com        

Un-Classifieds

RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL BY 
RD  Free rattlesnake rehomeing 
by R D Ayers. Humane alternative 
to killing these valuable predators. 
520-820-2947.

ACCEPTING DONATIONS!  
Arivaca Helping Hearts is 
accepting donations for the year!  
As a 501(c)3, your donation is 
tax deductible.  So if you need 
help or if you can help, please 
give us a call! See ad on page 3.

IF YOU HAVE A DRUG 
PROBLEM WE CAN HELP 
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
in Tubac every Thursday 
evening at 6PM at the Tubac 
Community Center, 50 Bridge 

Rd, Tubac AZ 85646  Open to all

REGENERATING ARIVACA 
meeting and potluck first Sun-
day of the month at the Ariva-
ca Community Center at 5 PM.

ARIVACA MOVESMOVES 
Tuesday 7-8:15, by donation. A 
place for movement. We alternate 
between a country swing/disco/
etc. week and an improvised 
experimental music week for 
contemplative movement. All 
welcome!

RANCHO DE LA OSA IS 
NOW HIRING. Kitchen staff, 
housekeeping, maintenance and 
wrangler positions are available. 

SATURDAYS 

Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet at 
town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, and 
Dec)

SUNDAYS - 9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm 
Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-400-
9608

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the 
Border Zone:  meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian Aid 
Office.

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center - 
Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

3rd Sunday - 4:00-8:00pm - Board Games for 
adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 398-3010

MONDAYS:

First Monday: - Arivaca Community Center board 
meeting - 5:30pm - at the community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga  at Old Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary - at 
the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services - 
4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women & Wine, 

5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board mtg 
@ Fire House   www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

2nd Weds. -4pm  -Human Resources Group mtg. - 
Human Resource Office Public Invited

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library Book Club call 
594-5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action 
Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old Schoolhouse

6-7pm - Weekly Meditation Group - Arivaca 
Action Center Wellness Area (in back of building) 
Sponsored by PHP, free and open to everyone!

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Friday - 5:30-8:30pm - Tween/Teen Nite

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and Community 
Education Assn. At the Library 594-5235  

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca Library 
- Board Meeting 

Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted on 
ACC white Board at the PO or call 398-3010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri. after 
school till 5:30 pm.

Arivaca Meetings & activitiesArivaca Meetings & activities

Call 520-401-5648 for more 
information.

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 
SPONSORS FREE SPANISH 
CLASSES Beg./Int. Tuesdays 
5:30-7 at the Gitana

KELLY’S MOBILE SHARPENING 
SERVICES The ultimate cutting 
edges.See ad on page 10.
Dan Kelly
520-336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Road
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.
com

RUBY MINES ENTRANCE TO 
PROPERTY BY PERMIT ONLY 
NO FURTHER OPEN GATE 


