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by Mary Kasulaitis

S

Submit your poetry, letters and articles to Connection!
SAZConnection@gmail.com

CONNECTION
POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601
SazConnection@gmail.com

• Published monthly as an open
forum journal.
• All contributions are welcome,
but should be less than 1,000
words for general interest or 250
words for public notice articles.
•Emails with attachments
preferred
• DEADLINE: 20th of each month
The open forum format is for ideas,
opinions, experiences, whatever you
want to share with the world. Your
submission must not use libelous,
profane or vulgar language.
• All rights reserved
• Articles are solely the property
of the named contributor, reprint
or use without their permission is
prohibited.
• Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the publisher or
the advertisers.

STAFF:

Publisher- Kristen Randall
Layout Manager- Michael Landrum

CONTRIBUTORS:
Southern Arizona

Connection Ad
Ratesheet
Business Card 2x3
Eco. Banner 2x5
Index Card 3x5
Standard 4x5
Big Block 5x5
Standard Large 8x5
Half Page 10x5.6
Full Page 10x11.25
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

B&W
15
32
48
64
80
125
160
300

Color
25
50
75
98
122
180
230
420

Additional ad dimensions available
Ad design free of charge
No contracts to sign
Ad costs are payable in advance of
publication. billing available with
online payment
Distributed in Arivaca, Amado,
Tubac. Green Valley, Sahuarita and
Tucson
Contact sazConnection@gmail.com
for information
Support YOUR local, open forum
newspaper!

tory continued from last month's
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When the Jesuits established themselves at Guevavi Mission in the 1730s
they went forth to the rancherias where
native people were living. Preaching
and teaching, they baptized and married the local folk and tried to get them
to move closer to the mission headquarters or cabecera. At Sópori in 1743, Father Torres Perea found that several had
died and were buried without confession or Church services because they
didn’t tell him until it was too late, and
“finding out for myself hit or miss requires real effort.” He noted the diseases of which they had died, such as “yellow vomit.” As far as I can tell, there
was only a village, no actual visita or
mission station at Sópori, since it never
seems to have a saint name associated
with it. It is just referred to as Sópori or
Sóporic. Harry Winter, an expert in the
O'Odham language, translated Sópori
as more like Shopolik or shopol, which
can mean short hill or short ridge. This
was corroborated by Ellie Kurtz who
consulted O'Odham speakers at the San
Xavier Mission.
The commonly-traveled route to Arivaca from the missions in the Santa Cruz
valley went up the Sópori Creek, posDiscount!
sibly
to Papalote Wash and then across
Prepaid
Price
to Arivaca. After 1736, miners and
12.50/20
25/42 settlers began moving north. A Span40/62 ish ranch was established at Arivaca,
54/82
where Antonio de Rivera and the Gue66/102
vavi mission ranches ran cattle and had
105/150
a number of vaqueros.
134/192
250/350

Sópori and Arivaca are mentioned
again in Pima Rebellion documents.
In 1751, the Pimas* rebelled against
the Spanish and their heavy handed
controlling ways in a coordinated effort that extended from the San Xavier Mission south to the Altar Valley in
Sonora. On November 20, 1751, all
the communities were attacked and
many of the Spanish or their workers
were killed or wounded.
Right af-

ter the massacre, Antonio de Rivera
and some others had headed out from
Tubac to see what had happened at his
Arivaca ranch, using the route through
Sópori, near which they encountered
Pimas, had a small skirmish, and after
which they retreated to Tubac. Alferez
Joseph Fontes and Antonio Olguin and
their troop of men were sent from San
Ignacio by Governor Ortiz Parilla to
reconnoiter the situation in Arivaca.
They went through Sópori, which they
found destroyed, the people gone and
the livestock dead. When the soldiers
under Fontes arrived at Arivaca on December 28, 1751, they found the bodies
of nine dead. The buildings had been
destroyed by fire and the village of
about 15 people had been massacred.
They troops decided to set up headquarters here and await orders from
the Governor. He responded by sending twenty-five men, under the command of Bernardo de Urrea (founder
of Altar, Sonora and justicia mayor of
the Pimeria Alta, who was then living
at Opodepe) and Lt. Salazar. Native
ambassadors went along in a attempt
to settle things peacefully. Travelling
up the (Sonoran) Altar Valley via Sáric
and Tres Bellotas , the troops arrived
in Arivaca on January 2, 1752. They
met with Fontes' troops and made an
encampment, probably a few miles
west of Arivaca. After an unsuccessful
meeting with the native ambassadors,
the rebellious Pimas under the leadership of Luis Oacpicagigua came down
from the Baboquivaris and attacked the
Spanish on the morning of the 5th. Two
Spanish soldiers were injured but apparently 43 of the natives were killed
after which the Pimas retreated, eventually to the Catalina Mountains. The
ranch at Arivaca was reportedly abandoned for several decades after this, by
Spanish, if not by natives, however, in
mid 1754 there were some 27 families
of O'Odham living there. This may
have been because they tended to move
around seasonally, but there may have
been no permanent population, or at
least no one there regularly when Spanish soldiers went through.

In 1752 a presidio was established at
Tubac, in response to the Pima rebellion. Governor Arce y Arroyo and Father Visitor Roxas toured the Pimeria
Alta in mid 1754, a year after the uprising had been put down, and noted
that the people of Sopori had gone to
lived at Guevavi. In other records of
that same year, Father Pauer noted that
six children from Sópori had been baptized, but perhaps their families were
the ones who went to Guevavi. By this
time, Lt. Bernardo de Urrea (171077), apparently had the cattle ranch at
Sópori. He may have acquired it from
Doña Maria de Anza after her husband,
Capt. Juan Bautista de Anza the elder,
was killed in 1740. Perhaps Urrea ran
cattle on her property. Ownership of
the property is not mentioned by the
priests. No one leaves a fertile valley
with natural water for very long, nor
any country with minerals to be found.
Chances are, mission and presidio cattle ranged through the valley. South
of the Sópori valley are hills in which
the Spanish had already begun to mine
silver. Originally the whole range was
called the Atascosas, after the Spanish
word for barrier, “atasco.” The northern part of the range is now referred
to as the Tumacacoris, after the mission. In the northernmost foothills of
the Tumacacoris there were mines that
carried the name of Sópori, to which in
later years was added the word “Lost.”
More later about the mines, lost or not.
In 1762, Fr Juan Nentvig, the author
of Rudo Ensayo, a description of Sonora and Arizona in 1764, mentioned
that the Sopori ranch was depopulated. It was close to Tubac but not close
enough for safety. Apaches were a
problem from this time on, so it is understandable if occupation of the area
was sporadic, depending on the kind of
protection available.
Captain Juan de Anza the younger was the next European to ranch in
the Sópori valley during the time he
was commandant of the Tubac Presidio (1760-75). Brian Kroll wrote that
the Spanish crown granted a title of
land to him in 1751, called the Ojo del
Agua de Sopori (spring). There were
80 families living there in 1771. It was
through Sópori and Arivaca that Anza’s
first expedition traveled on the way
to settle northern California in 1774,
along what he called the highway to

the Pimas of the West, but what later
was called the Camino del Diablo. The
next year he took a group of settlers
from Tubac and the Santa Cruz Valley
north through Tucson and then Yuma
to settle San Francisco. Anza went on
to become even more famous as the
Governor of New Mexico in 1777. He
returned to Sonora early in 1788 to be
commandante de armas for Sonora and
captain of the Tucson presidio, but he
died suddenly on December 19, 1788
in Arizpe.
In 1780, on May 12, Geronimo de
la Rocha mentioned “Zopori” as he
spelled it, in his diary of the expedition
he and Brigadier Jacobo Ugarte undertook to search for possible presidio
sites. He said, “the spring of Zopori
has a very large pool, however, it seems
to lack any sign of having a current.”
This was the year in which no water
at all was found at Arivaca. Rocha
does not mention any occupants in the
Sopori valley at that time. At that time
the Presidio was in Tucson, not Tubac,
so it was probably not safe to live there
any more, although a few settlers still
lived in Tubac. Any cattle they may
have had were constantly at risk from
Apaches. This situation remained for
quite some time and depended, for the
most part, on what was happening at
Tubac.
More about Sopori next month.
Reference: Garate, Donald T. Juan
Bautista de Anza: Basque Explorer
in the New World, 1693-1740, Reno:
University of Nevada Press, 2--3.

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We are here to serve the needs of Arivaca and Sasabe, AZ residents (living within the 85601 or 85633 zip
codes). If you need a little help with any of the following
expenses, give us a call! -Propane, Water Bills, Clinic,
Medical & Prescription co-pays, Taxes, Rent, Gasoline,
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Helping Hearts has received money for the assistance of
clients experiencing financial problems due to COVID19
Contact us at (520)398-3032, PO Box 201 Arivaca, AZ 85601
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expense directly to the vendor

Kessell, John L. Friars, soldiers and
reformers: Hispanic Arizona and the
Sonora Mission Frontier, 1767-1856.
Tucson, Az: The University of Arizona
Press, 1976.
Kroll, Brian. Unpublished manuscript
entitled "A history of Rancho El Sopori,
November 2003."
Winters, Harry J. O’odham Place
Names: Meanings, Origins and Histories, Arizona and Sonora, Second Edition, 2020.
*Prior to the time that the O'Odham
publicly reclaimed their own name,
they were known as Pimas by the
Spanish but it was not by their choice.
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Living Yoga & Āyurveda
The Space Between

W

e bid farewell to those who passed
away in 2020, all of whom lived
in or near Arivaca, now or at one time or
another in their lives.
Marilyn McElrath
Fred Brown
Lavona Howe Griffin
Meda Underdown
Roberto Triana
Ray Fowler
Diane Landrith
Joseph "Rocket" Frausto
Elia Wareham
Virginia Hagen Knox
Al Miller
Frank Pacheco
Mary Wilder
Michelle Fournier
Doris Carney
Brad Tobiason
Kim Bob Killebrew
Briton Alsop
Erin Massey
Kaycee Mattias
Monica Gilkey
Joy Bittner
Christine Shepard
Ron Smith
Doug "Paige" Harris
John "Lucky" Adamson
Becky Meade

By Regan Wendell

T

he space between. The liminal spaces between endings and beginnings.
The space between the inhale and the
exhale. The still, silent space in between
each mobile thought. Ākāśa, the element
of ether and/or space. A place to be, a
place to listen, a place to wonder and
wait.
Space is necessary to allow multiple
energies or substance to come together
and create a new, unique energy or substance. It is in the waiting, and trusting
of the process that we ease-fully move
in the direction we are guided. More will
be revealed, if we are willing to allow it
to unfold, rather than forcing immediate
action or solutions. This process requires
faith and patience. An openness to what
lies ahead, even and especially when we
cannot immediately see it. So we honor
this space, the element of ether (ākāśa
in sanskrit) and allow it to be filled with
whatever is meant to fill it.
The confluence of what arises when we
are able to create space for the joining
together of multiples is a treasure. I
have been spending time near estuaries
recently, and feeling into the confluence
of multiple things. Both, and, all the
time. The confluence of ideas when we

are willing to allow space to listen to our
companions is often better than anything
we could come up with on our own. The
confluence of two elements coming together to form the new energetic makeup of a single doṣa, and then the doṣas
coming together to create our unique
expression and experience in the world.
An estuary is the space in which two different bodies of water merge. It can be
salt water merging with fresh water or
two different fresh water sources, such
as river and lake water merging. In considering salty, ocean water merging with
fresh, cool river water, the new entity,
that is neither river nor ocean is called
a brackish estuary. The water here is no
longer salty like the ocean, and it is no
longer fresh water like the river. Wildlife
in these areas is unique, the plant life is
unique, the energy of the place where
two entities merge is unique.
The space between, while more or less
temporary in some situations, is a space

to reside in for however long is necessary. The space of grieving, the space of
anger, the space of gratitude, the space
of joy. The space between one lifetime
and the next. Air (vāyu) moves us from
space to space, over and over again.
Ākāśa, the element of ether/space is the
most subtle of all five elements. Air is
mobile. Also one of the more subtle elements, it cannot be seen directly.
Rather, we see the result of air moving
other things or feel it blowing on our
skin.
For some of us, life is different now in a
new way. The global pandemic(s) have
offered space for change. Veils are being
lifted. The collective is in a liminal space.
The space between what we had become
accustomed to, what we believed life to
be, and that which lies ahead. But let us
not assume the experience is the same
for all beings. Our unique experience of
being does not indicate the experience
of others who's lives have not resembled

United Community Health Center
Arivaca

Borderland 's Unitarian Universalist

Please visit us online at

Women’s Health Provider
Coming to Arivaca September 2020
FREE Transportation
Available!

www.borderlandsuu.org
for information and online
worship.
Lisa Kiser, WHNP

Siding With Love

17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601
520.407.5500
www.uchcaz.org

our own long before covid-19 arrived as
a teacher.
Air has forcefully blown in fire to shine
light on, and transform what many of us
were not willing to see for centuries. In
this estuary, the liminal space between
what was and what is to become, we are
each responsible, and we must hold each
other accountable. We, yes, each
and every being on this planet, which
includes you and me, are responsible for
the current state of our world. And each
and every being on this planet, including
and especially you and me, are responsible for what our world will be in a few
months, one year, 10 years, 50 years,
1,000 years.
If this current plague is not enough to
wake us out of our delusions, more will
come. The plagues that have been gently
begging us to pay attention for decades,
will continue to come in force until or
unless we hear them. You can call it
science, you can call it the rapture, you
can call it the apocalypse. Call it whatever you want, but we are in it together. Collective healing, which demands
accountability and responsibility, is the
only choice.
People have been dying as a result
of collective complacency for far too
long. Black, Indigenous, people of color have been, and continue to be murdered by our individual and collective
complacency. People without houses,
with mental and emotional illness, with
addiction, are subjected to our collective complacency every day. Beings are
killed, incarcerated, and disappeared so
that most of the population can continue
to hide from the reality of awfulness that
our society is based on.
As we move into a new calendar year,
centered around the sun, I encourage
you to honor this powerful force. Our
daily life centers around this great ball
of fire in the sky. The sun is associated
with self-esteem, leadership, and courage. It is related to the heart, head, brain,
and eyes. Let us courageously step
into roles that allow us to be in uncomfortable spaces, and open our eyes and
hearts to what is unfolding. Collective
healing begins with each of us as individuals. Our actions and non-actions
matter. The way in which we be with
ourselves, nature, and each other impacts our experience of the world. Going back to how things were, to what we

considered "normal", is not an option.
Previous articles and information about
services and offerings can be viewed on
my website, www.stableinself.com. If
you would like to receive my monthly
news letter, which includes a link to the
articles and other information about offerings and services, please contact me
at stableinself@gmail.com.

Arivaca Human Resource Now Offers Free Notary Services
Notary: Julie Ramirez
Notary hours:
Mon – Thurs 10am – 2pm
Fri – 10am to 12pm
Please remember to bring your Picture
Id.
To contact Julie at Arivaca Human Resource please call 398-2771.
Disclaimer: I am not a Licensed Attorney to practice Law nor have authority
to provide Legal advice; I am only providing my Notary Service.
NOTE: Masks, social distancing, crowd
avoidance and use of hand-sanitizer are
required inside the building.

brate how many days I have been alive.
December 16, 2020 I will have a milestone of 31,500 days of being alive.
How do you find out your days of life?
Simply multiply your present yearly age
by 365.25 & then add from the calendar
the days since your last birthday. This
will give you the days you have been
alive.

Then my brain started over reacting &
I wondered just what did it take to keep
me alive 31,500 days? With some conservative calculations I came up with a
few figures. I probably ate 2.25 cows,
3.75 pigs, 450 chickens, 565 fish, 4,500
lbs (2.25 tons) of potatoes, drank 1125
gals of milk & 7785 gal of water, 24,106
cups of coffee & much more.

What is a day? We see the sun come up
in the morning & go down at night. Is
that a day? No, the sun doesn’t move
at all, it is stationary. It is the earth that
moves or revolves. A day is one revolution of the earth. My smart phone
tells me the circumference of the earth
is 24,902 miles. If we are revolving
24,902 miles in 24 hours that means
the surface of the earth is moving 1,038
miles per hour. Be careful you don’t fly
off. My goal is to reach 36,525 days or
100 years of age. The average man lives
about 28,000 days. So if a man can beat
that number you are doing good.

If this is what it took to keep me alive
all those years, what does it take to keep
the other 7.8 billion people on the planet
alive?
My past life has had some finer, pleasant moments. I calculate I have slept
252,000 hours or 29.5 years. Just thinking about these figures is exhausting. I
think I need to go take a nap.
I am convinced my Mother didn’t raise
any dumb kids but why do I have these
crazy thoughts?

Cedar Creek Services

Arivaca Human Resource ahora ofrece servicios notariales gratuitos
Notaria: Julie Ramirez
Horas de notarial:
Lunes a jueves de 10 a.m. a 2 p.m.
Viernes - 10 a.m. a 12 p.m.
Recuerde traer su identificación de imagen.
Para contactar a Julie en Arivaca Human
Resource, llamar al 398-2771.
Descargo de responsabilidad: no soy un
abogado autorizado para ejercer la abogacía ni tengo autoridad para brindar
asesoramiento legal; Solo estoy brindando mi Servicio de Notario.
NOTA: Se requieren máscaras, distanciamiento social, evitación de multitudes
y uso de desinfectante de manos dentro
del edificio.

The Many Days of My Life
By Sterling Kopke

E

veryone celebrates the yearly date
of their birth. That’s okay, but, to
me I think it’s more interesting to cele-

Our company provides quality pump service
for all your fresh water needs.
Well drilling, booster pumps, solar pumps
and water storage systems.
Installation and repairs of water pumps using
high quality Grundfos and Franklin pumps.
We perform well inspections and water testing.
We look forward to working for you.

CALL US AT

520-975-1127 or 520-398-3326
SERVING TUBAC, AMADO, & SURROUNDING AREAS.
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The Lost Soap Maker Mine
By Hard Rock Bob

T

he strange tale of the “Lost Soap
Maker Mine,” located in one the
most uninhabitable sections of the
desert, has left its enduring mark on
Arizona. Situated along the Camino
Del Diablo, it heads from the ancient
town of Sonoyta to Yuma Arizona.
Starting in 1849 there were large
numbers of prospectors following its
desolate path to the California gold
fields. Hundreds of them, unfamiliar
with this part of the country, lost their
lives and gravesites parallel its hazardous roadway.
The famed Jesuit cartographer Padre
Eusebio Francisco Kino was the first
European to map and explore this
route to California in the 1600’s. He
originally established the mission of
San Marcelo in 1699, near the Sonoran town of Sonoyta, as a place to
rest and stock up with water before
tackling this extremely dry section of
the desert. The route was so treacherous he gave it the name Camino
Del Diablo or Road of the Devil. In
order to survive the long, grueling
trip along this ancient trail, it was important to know the locations of the
tanks and watering holes. The first of
the natural watering holes was Agua
Salada, where the underground waters of the Sonoyta River came to the
surface. In addition to this site, there
were Las Playas, Tule Tank, Coyote
Water and the famous tanks at Tinajas
Altas. If a traveler didn’t find the locations of these watering places their
bleached bones would later attest to
their unanticipated misfortune.

ing period that a gold mine was accidentally found and lost again. The
legendary lost mine would become
known as the famous Soap Maker
Mine.
One of the tales begins with two
Mexican guides, who were leading a
party of prospectors to the California
gold fields. Before they reached the
Yuma Crossing, they stopped at Tinajas Altas and they decided to stay a
few days.
When the two guides went to round
up the horses, they climbed a small
butte to locate the livestock. After
they spotted the animals, the two
Mexicans headed down the hill where
they found a rich ledge of gold. They
broke off several pieces of the ore that
they concealed on their pack animals
and without telling the group of prospectors, they lead them to their destination.
When the two guides returned to
Caborca, Mexico they showed the
gold samples to their employer, a
German soap maker. Immediately,
the enterprising businessman decided
to finance the two Mexicans so they
could relocate the rich gold deposit.
Before they embarked on the return
trip to relocate the gold ledge the two
Mexicans gave a crude map to the
Soap Maker.
After several months of not hearing
from the two guides, the old man sent
search parties out to try and locate
them without success. Soon the story
spread across the West and the hunt
was on for the fabulous “Lost Jabonero Mine”.

It was sometime during this excit-

Chad Denson
Chad@tucsoncpa.com

DAVID OASE C.P.A.
A Professional Corporation

www.tucsoncpa.com

(520) 790.2738
(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85730

Another account derives
from a letter written by
C.O. Bustamente of Tucson
to Gus Livingston of Yuma,
that talks about two Mexican prospectors in 1830
who were traveling on foot
from Altar. They camped at
Sonoita and Quitobaquito,
and from there they followed the ancient camino
that was used between 1820

and 1830 to where it
forked. They turned right at the fork
and they could see three recognizable
peaks in the distance. They headed directly towards the middle peak. While
combing its slopes the prospectors
gathered up large chunks of gold they
loaded on their horses. The Mexicans
returned to their homes in Hermosillo and Alamos with their payload and
one of the men died in 1836.
Later, the other prospector took El
Jabonero and another Mexican to the
ledge in 1842. Before they could return, the three men were attacked by
a band of Papagos and the Soap Maker was the only one who lived, that
knew its exact location.
In 1849, the Soap Maker went to Los
Angeles, and before he died, he revealed his story in the form of a will
to a Mexican named Bustemente. The
following directions come from the
will:
• First you leave Quitobaquito following the old road to Tinajas Altas
(High Peaks).
• Now travel to the end of the Pinto
Mountains.
• From the Pinto Mountains go to
the Cabeza Prieta Mountains, where
there is a well.
• After leaving Quitobaquito you
follow an imaginary line passing or
crossing a gulch at a place where one
road forks for the first time towards
Tinaja Altas and the town of Mohawk.
• While standing at the forks, look to
the right and you’ll see three peaks
standing by themselves. On the opposite side of the middle peak is the
mine.
• Looking from the forks in the direction of the peaks, there is an arroyo
that has a big flat rock in the form of
a table, with crow bars pointing towards them.
• We were attacked at the foot of the
peaks described above. Three little
peaks cannot be seen from any other

point, except from where the old road
from Quitobaquito forks with the
road to Tinaja Altas. On the other side
of the middle peak is water and you’ll
find gold.
• You must take great care in locating
the fork, because this is the only point
where the peaks can be seen. They
cannot be seen from any other place.
• In order for you to be sure of the
fork’s location. Find out from the older residents of Sonoita how to find the
original road from Quitobaquito to
Tinajas Altas. It must be blotted out
after all these years.
• All I ask, if you find the mine, is to
help my daughter. This is my last will
and testament.
Signed El Jabonero Eight years later,
El Jabonero died at the age of 84. His
daughter died in 1901 and
Bustemente died in 1907 without ever
looking for the “Lost Soap Maker
Mine”.

The droughts of 1920 and 2020
By Mary Noon Kasulaitis

2

020 has been the second driest
year in Arivaca recorded weather history. So far we have only had
9.98 inches of precipitation, when
the average is about 17 inches. The
worst on record is 7.55 inches of
rain in 1956, the year my dad be-

Kelly’s Mobile
Sharpening Service
The ultimate cutting edges

Steel, carbide, ceramic knives, scissors, garden tools, shop tools, hatchets,
chain saws, kitchen knives and more! If
it takes an edge, I’ll sharpen it.
Ten or more items and I’ll come to you, or call ahead
and drop off from Tuesday-Friday from 8:30-4:30 and
I’ll sharpen while you wait. Look for the sharpening
sign on Universal Ranch Rd., four gates down from
Arivaca Rd.

Dan Kelly (520)336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Rd.
kellysmobilesharpening@gmail.com

gan keeping records at Arivaca. You
can look across the sad yellow landscape, watch the hopeful deer and javelina come into your yard for food,
and in my case, regularly feed your
cattle. But we also know that in the
year 1920-21 (exactly 100 years ago)
things were much the same. That year
was a legend in my family, because
my father, Fred Noon, remembered
clearly what it was like with no water in the cienaga. Before there was
no water at all, there was just mud,
and (next door to my family's ranch)
the Arivaca Ranch cows were getting
stuck and dying. They had come out
of the hills to water because in those
days there were few dirt tanks or
wells in the outlying areas. Orphaned
calves were wandering around, so my
grandfather asked the Ranch owners
if they wanted them. They said no, so
he rounded them up into a corral and
fed them soaked and softened corn
that he had grown the year before.
That was the year the Arivaca Ranch
failed financially.
Besides family stories, there are
weather records and newspaper articles. Unfortunately, there are no
weather records for Arivaca that year,

and sporadically before that. Other
locations like Tucson, Nogales, and
the Anvil Ranch have good records,
but as you know rainfall can be spotty
and what happened there might not be
what happened in Arivaca. However,
the Tucson Citizen reported on May
11, 1921 that "Prolonged drought
has left its mark on the cattle herds
throughout Pima County," especially
the O'Odham reservation, where 1000
head of cattle had already been lost.
They expect to lose all their horses.
It continued, "In the district between
Tucson and Nogales the drought conditions are much nearer a crisis (than
elsewhere further north) with practically no grazing for the cattle and the
water supply failing rapidly. Hay is
being used entirely for feed and losses in dead and dying cattle are said to
be heavy." So, we are having it bad
this year, but not for the first time.

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132
www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado Properties
Arivaca:
Townsite HM on paved RD rented for $400/mo buy for
$44,000! Townsite Duplex , two 1 br units with full Bath, LR
Land Parcels: 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
10 Acres MM11 on Arivaca Rd $25K, Sold
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for homesite
20 Parcels So of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40-$65K
20 AC, well , power, septic, garage Just off Universal Ranch
5 AC parcels Trees and Vegetation off Jalisco $25K each
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed, Hardscrabble
80 Acres N of Townsite, 4000' Off Las Grutis Rd, Remote &
Views
10 acres on Purple Mountain $35,000 great views
Amado: Arv Rd MM 11-12 10 Acres w/ 2380 SF 2br-2ba HM
w/ 1578 sf indoor pool Area, Fixup, UNDER CONTRACT
Green Valley:
1600 SF, 3BR, 2 bath, 2 car garage $214,900 Sold!
Two Building lots in Madera Reserve, Views
Tubac:
Fix up home on Tres De Mayo, being cleaned up now w/ 2 car
garage, Make offer!

Connection
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Around Arivaca
AHR Spotlight on Volunteers: Paul
Nadas

P

aul is a Human Resources Volunteer
who helps out in the kitchen on Friday mornings. He was born in New Zealand to a ‘Kiwi’ mother and a Hungarian
dad. When he was seven years old, his
family of five (including an older brother
and a young sister) left New Zealand by
ship and immigrated to New York City.

While only nine years old he won a
school-wide Oratory Competition. Unlike his little one-room schoolhouse in
New Zealand, this elementary school in
the Bronx had 2,000 kids! In high school
he wrote humorous pieces for the school
paper and won a prize for Journalism
awarded by Columbia University. He
also acted in the Senior Class play. After
graduation, Paul hitch-hiked from coastto-coast with a buddy of his, and then
joined the Air Force after he got back.
He served in Viet Nam during the war as
a radio operator attached to the 21st Vietnamese Infantry Division in the Mekong
Delta. He was later awarded the Bronze
Star for Meritorious Service when he got
back to the states. After that he went to
college, graduating with a degree in English from Montclair State in New Jersey
and with a taste for acting after starring
in several college theatrical productions.
One summer he bought a motorcycle
in England and traveled around Europe
with his college girlfriend. The following year, he rode that same motorcycle
from New Jersey out to the west coast.
He lived and worked on the island of Jamaica for a year. He has had a number of
different experiences: professional actor
on stage, TV, in film, Stand-Up Comedy,
Narrator, and as an Improviser. He was a
New York “cabbie” for several years. He
played ‘Spider-Man’ for Marvel Comics
at personal appearances all over North

America for three years. In 1993, Paul
won the Stand-Up Comedy Competition
in Portland, Oregon. He drove buses
and trains for twelve years for Portland’s
metro transit system (“Tri-Met”). He got
his pilot license and eventually became
a flight instructor, a job he really loved,
and did that for ten years, winding up as
the Chief Pilot and Flight Instructor at
Fairmont State University in West Virginia.
In October of 2017 he quit his job at the
university and along with his wife, Kathi
Reed, and their two dogs they hit the
road in their 32’ motorhome. In August
of this year they decided to rent a house
in Arivaca to take a break from RV Life
during the pandemic. They first came to
Arivaca in 2018 due to a chance encounter in South Dakota with a couple of other RV’ers who suggested it was a good
destination for the winter.
Paul likes to read, write, watch “Classic” old films, play games, and riding his
eBike he named “Falcon.” He misses
his kids (a daughter in Seattle and a son
in Denver) and his grandson who turns
7 years old this month. His sister lives
in Greeley, CO and his brother in upstate
NY. He looks forward to being able to
travel again more frequently once the
Covid crisis is under control.

The Rebirth of the Arivaca Dancehall

W

e’re excited to announce that beginning in January, we will own
the large adobe building at the corner of
5th Street & Ruby Road! This Arivaca

that they lived in it for almost 50 years.
We are honored to be able to continue the
amazing amount of work that Nell Smets
began in 2016 to keep it from decaying
beyond repair, and we are grateful that
she gave it such strong “bones” for us to
build on.
Many people have been asking us if we
plan to open a restaurant, bar, store, or
other retail establishment in the building,
and the short answer is no. Our dream is
to complete the restoration so that it can
once again be a dancehall. We don’t yet
know for sure whether it will be able to
meet current Pima County building code
requirements to hold enough people for
big dances, but even if we end up limited
to smaller events, that’s OK. The main
thing is that this historic building will be
reborn in all its glory, and be a unique
community resource for events.
We also want to collect stories from community members about the dancehall
property history in order to document
it on our new website, as well as on its
walls. For more information about the
restoration project plans, visit www.ArivacaDancehall.com. If you have a story
you'd like to share with us from any era
between 1934 and now, please contact us
at ArivacaDancehall@gmail.com!

AHR Yard Sale

A

rivaca Human Resource Announcing our next Yard Sale! Held on Jan
9, 2021 (2nd Saturay) Starting at 9am to
1pm.
Venta de Garaje

A

nunciando Nuestra proxima venta de garaje en el edificio de Recuresos Humanos de Arivaca. El 9 de
enero de 2021. Horario 9am asta la 1pm
Early Learning Center

Submitted by Miss Nathalie

H

appy New Year! We wish our children, families, staff, and community health and happiness!
School resumes Monday, Jan. 4. Winter
and spring will be filled with curiosity,
caring, play, and learning.

Emily Bishton and Conrad Uno

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
landmark was built by Angelo Caviglia
in 1934 as a dancehall, but he closed it
in 1940 after the Ruby mine closed and
the local population dwindled. Some
years later, it was transformed by Hack
and Emma Mae Townsend into a home

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Poetry
Page

Do it
Like the missing pages of a book.
Something, is just not right.
If you’ll take another look.
It is there, in your sight.
It’s the Apathy of Doing Nothing!
That will make you Depressed and Sad.
So get off your Butt and Do it.
Perhaps you’ll gave to get mad!
“Do it”
Timothy Austin Jones

Pain, pain, go away
Do not come another day
Sick and tired of dealing with you
Want to feel happy… not feel blue.
I know I can, it’s somewhere inside
How to set it free, I need to decide
No one else can do it, no one but me
I’m steering a course, on a turbulent sea.
Grab hold of the present, each and every day
Being thankful for something, seems to be the way
Let go of the past, but do not forget
Cherish what was, and welcome what’s yet.

TAKING STOCK
An old person might think
assessing one’s gifts,
assessing one’s talents,
assessing one’s dreams
is silly, as if that’s all in the past.
However, as an old person
I have found it helpful
to have a conversation with myself
every so often
and to think about who I am today,
because gifts, talents, and interests change
and are still in process
at whatever age I am.
Margaret Ann Adams

HOPE

Keep trying, keep growing, keep looking ahead
And soon no more tears, but smiles instead. (hopefully)
Keith Cliver

LISTENING

No Facts needed
Just Plant the Seed
and the People Feed
The world Swings left
The world Swings Right
There is no winner
In this here fight.
Balance might
Be what we need
A New Path…
So we might
Succeed… at
Peace, something
We all need!

When two or more people get together
they may speak of this or that—
surface thoughts exchanged for a while,
and as they become more and more comfortable
with speaking and being heard
they may go more deeply into their thoughts
delighting in the rich experience
of their own words being understood and accepted,
then finding they have more to say.
Margaret Ann Adams

Ann Possien

Arivaca.com

YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!
Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado,
Altar Valley and Elephant
Head

Local sales agent.
Local Medicare
Advantage plans.
David Jácome
Licensed Sales Agent
520‑425‑6522,
TTY 711
GVARIZONA@gmail.com
MyUHCagent.com/David.Jacome

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you every month. For only $20, you get a
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s
Open Forum Community Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com
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Tales from the Garden: the Marvel
of Mimids
By Emily Bishton

S

tarting in around October, a solitary Curved-Bill Thrasher has been
spending a lot of time in our garden
foraging for food and water. Whenever it’s on the ground, it is very easy to
spot by the wood chip mulch flying in
all directions from its vigorous digging
for soil insects and seeds.
As soon as the sun comes up, this

Curve-billed thrasher.Wikimedia Peter Wallack Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license

crow-size bird likes to perch at the top
of one of the Hackberry trees, its long
and slender, hooked bill silhouetted
against the sky. When it opens that bill
to begin to sing, what a marvelous series of melodies comes out! It typically
makes a whit-wheet call that sounds
like someone whistling to hail a taxi,
but can also make a low chuk-chuk
call that sounds much like the Yellow-breasted Chat, and to imitate the
fussy, raspy calls of Wrens. Its songs
are very pleasant, with soft, round
notes up and down the scale in staccato
phrases, similar to finches, sparrows,
and other small songbirds.
Thrashers are part of the marvelous
family of birds called Mimids, which
include the Grey Catbird, all eight species of Thrashers found in the US, and
the Northern Mockingbird. Each has
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the unique ability to mimic the sounds
made by other birds, but the Northern
Mockingbird is the most “talented” in
that regard: this marvelous Mimid can
fool you into thinking there are 10 or
more different birds singing outside
your house! Mockingbirds also sometimes sing at night, especially when
there’s a full moon, and the males sing
throughout the year rather than only
in spring as most other birds do. Perhaps this is why they can continue to
add new sounds to their repertoires
throughout their lives, and learn around
200 songs throughout its life!
The Gray Catbird is not native to Southern Arizona, but if you do visit any of
its preferred habitats in other parts of
the US, you will instantly recognize
its hoarse, “mew” call, which is sometimes drawn-out and pleading, and
sometimes sounds more like an angry
feline! It can also imitate other bird
songs, and its high-pitched ones sound
like a Red-winged Blackbird to me. In
addition, it has been known to imitate
frogs and mechanical sounds, and to
sing songs that last up to 10-minutes!
For more information about bird songs
and more, I recommend visiting Cornell University’s website, www.AllAboutBirds.org. Each US bird on the
site has multiple recordings of its songs
and calls as well as written descriptions
of its life history, feeding and nesting
behavior, and ID tips. It also has links
to dozens of live-streaming cameras all
over the world that are “capturing” bird
behavior for all to learn from free of
change. Tuning into these “Bird TV”
stations can be a refreshing change
from the daily news of the human
world too!
For more photos and info about Mimids and other birds with imitation abilities, visit my blog at ebishton.blogspot.
com

COVID-19 vaccines are in the pipeline.
Submitted by Arivaca Human Resources
Northern Mockingbird. Wikimedia. Captain Tucker.
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
Unported license

S

cammers won’t be far behind.
Distribution of COVID-19 vac-

cines has started. Here’s what we know
right now: The Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices (ACIP),
an independent group of experts convened by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), has already
recommended that health care workers
and residents of long-term care facilities should receive the first available
doses. As additional data is available,
more vaccines are authorized by the
FDA, and vaccine production increases, ACIP will continue to update its
recommendations.
Vaccines are being distributed to federal- and state-approved locations. For
most people living in the U.S., states
and territories are making the final decisions on who will get the vaccines
and when. States are also working on
their own specific vaccination plans.
While we wait for more information,
there’s no doubt scammers will be
scheming. Here’s what you need to
know to avoid a vaccine-related scam:
• You likely will not need to pay anything out of pocket to get the vaccine
during this public health emergency.
• You can’t pay to put your name on a
list to get the vaccine.
• You can’t pay to get early access to
the vaccine.
• No one from a vaccine distribution
site or health care payer, like a private
insurance company, will call you asking for your Social Security number
or your credit card or bank account
information to sign you up to get the
vaccine.
• Beware of providers offering other
products, treatments, or medicines to
prevent the virus. Check with your
health care provider before paying for
or receiving any COVID-19-related
treatment.
If you get a call, text, email — or even
someone knocking on your door —
claiming they can get you early access
to the vaccine, STOP. That’s a scam.
Don’t pay for a promise of vaccine
access or share personal information.
Instead, report it to the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov.

How to Grow & Store Onions
From Your Garden
By Sterling Kopke

T

he handwriting is on the wall. The
future outlook seems to indicate
we may be in for some trying & perilous times. If we are wise, we should
self- educate & prepare for possible
calamities. If global warming escalates we may get to the point where
crops won’t grow.
Wise people grow & store food for
winter, hard times, etc. You may can,
dry or preserve foods in many different ways. Some vegetables you can
just store properly in their natural
state. Melons, butternut squash, potatoes, cabbage, garlic, onions & more.
In this article I want to talk about onions.
My wife & I love onions. Onions can
be used as a flavoring in several cooking dishes or eaten raw. There are several onion varieties. Some are spring
onions & others for the fall. If done
properly some onions can be stored
for up to a year or more. If you work
it properly you may never need to buy
onions at the grocery store again.
We like a hamburger size onion called
the Texas Legend. We plant small
shoots the first of March, 1” deep &
8” apart. These onions will grow in
size until they touch each other. Yes,
beautiful, 8” diameter onions. Onions
start forming large bulbs when the

J & K RECYCLING
AND GARBAGE
SERVICE
Monthly Garbage
Service, $30.00
Monthly (weekly
pick-up) Household
garbage only
4 bag limit. We
do yard clean-up
also, call for more
information!

Contact Jerry at
(520)470-2113
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daily sunshine reaches 16 hours. Onions need proper water & we find fish
emulsion makes them grow big, delicious bulbs. Along about July when
the stalks start to dry it is time to harvest. Loosen the soil around the bulb
& gently remove. Lay the onions in a
shaded, dry area to allow the leaves to
dry out & the skins to harden before
storing. Once the onions are dry it’s
time for storing them. You can braid
or cut the stems about 1” from the
bulb. Onions should be kept in cool,
dark, dry condition. The ideal temperature is between 40-50 degrees &
they need ventilation. A mesh bag or
wire basket works fine. A root cellar
is probably best. Some varieties store
better than others. Never put onions
in the refrigerator. You need to find a
variety that suits your needs & do research. Google how to store onions &
you will find a wealth of information.
Onions are great survival food & can
be eaten at any time. The main point
of this article is to select crops that are
great survival food & easy to grow &
store.
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Announcing the GV Scam Squad
Website

Anuncio del sitio web de GV Scam
Squad

Arivaca Human Resource Welcomes a New Member to the Team!

Submitted by Arivaca Human Resources

Presentado por Arivaca Human Resources

J

G

reen Valley Scam Squad is
pleased to announce a new resource available to the community
to help the fight against scams and
fraud. Scam Squad now has a dedicated website: www.scamsquadsav.
org

G

You will find the website full of information about the latest scam (including techniques to prevent from
becoming a scam victim), the latest
scams and twists, FAQs about scams,
and much more.

Encontrará el sitio web lleno de información sobre la última estafa (incluidas las técnicas para evitar convertirse en víctima de estafa), las últimas
estafas y giros, preguntas frecuentes
sobre estafas y mucho más.

The website will be updated continuously with new scam articles, and the
FAQ will be changed periodically.
Consumers can also use the website
to learn more about the Scam Squad
and how to contact the Scam Squad
team, or the Pima County Sheriff's
Department.

El sitio web se actualizará continuamente con nuevos artículos fraudulentos y las preguntas frecuentes se
cambiarán periódicamente. Los consumidores también pueden utilizar
el sitio web para obtener más información sobre Scam Squad y cómo
comunicarse con el equipo Scam
Squad o el Departamento del Sheriff
del condado de Pima.

reen Valley Scam Squad se complace en anunciar un nuevo recurso disponible para la comunidad
para ayudar en la lucha contra las estafas y el fraude. Scam Squad ahora
tiene un sitio web dedicado: www.
scamsquadsav.org

ulie Ramirez joined AHR Nov.30th
as the Office Administrator. Julie
lives in Rio Rico and is the proud
mother of three children. Her experience is a perfect match for AHR's
mission of serving the residents of
Arivaca. We welcome her and are
excited to add her humanitarian skills
to the team! Stop by the office to introduce yourself and give a heartfelt
"Welcome" to her.
Recursos Humanos de Arivaca

¡Da la bienvenida a un nuevo miembro al equipo! Julie Ramirez se unió a
nosotros el 30 de noviembre como administradora de la oficina. Julie vive
en Río Rico y es la orgullosa madre
de tres hijos. Su experiencia es una
combinación perfecta para la misión
de AHR de servir a los residentes de
Arivaca. ¡Le damos la bienvenida y
estamos emocionados de sumar sus
habilidades humanitarias al equipo!
Pase por la oficina para presentarse y
darle una cordial "Bienvenida".

Un-Classifieds
COST: 25 CENTS PER WORD • You count - I accept.
Payment must be made prior to publication. For Free & Non-profit ads ONLY - No Charge.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE - Only Email or written ads accepted • Deadline: 20th of each month.
Mail to: Connection, POB 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601 or email: SazConnection@gmail.com

ACCEPTING DONATIONS!
Arivaca Helping Hearts is
accepting donations for the year!
As a 501(c)3, your donation is
tax deductible. So if you need
help or if you can help, please
give us a call! See ad on page 3.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG
PROBLEM WE CAN HELP
Narcotics Anonymous meets
in Tubac every Thursday
evening at 6PM at the Tubac
Community Center, 50 Bridge
Rd, Tubac AZ 85646 Open to all

REGENERATING ARIVACA
meeting and potluck first Sunday of the month at the Arivaca Community Center at 5 PM.
ARIVACA MOVESMOVES
Tuesday 7-8:15, by donation.
A place for movement. We
alternate between a country
swing/disco/etc. week and
an improvised experimental
music week for contemplative
movement. All welcome!

RANCHO DE LA OSA IS
NOW HIRING. Kitchen staff,
housekeeping,
maintenance
and wrangler positions are
available. Call 520-401-5648
for more information.

Dan Kelly
520-336-2100
16225 Universal Ranch Road
kellysmobilesharpening@
gmail.com

RUBY MINES ENTRANCE TO
PROPERTY BY PERMIT ONLY
NO FURTHER OPEN GATE
ACCESS Thursday through
Sunday
KELLY’S
MOBILE info@rubyaz.com www.rubyaz.
SHARPENING
SERVICES com 520-744-4471 for permits.
The ultimate cutting edges.See
ad on page 10.
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
SPONSORS FREE SPANISH
CLASSES Beg./Int. Tuesdays
5:30-7 at the Gitana

Arivaca Meetings & activities
SATURDAYS
Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources
Rummage Sale
1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop
meet at town water yard (Feb, April, June,
Aug, Oct, and Dec)
SUNDAYS - 9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga
(Comm Garden Yoga Greenhouse) Call Glo at
- 520-400-9608

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District
board mtg @ Fire House
www.
arivacafiredistrict.org
WEDNESDAYS:
2nd Weds. -4pm -Human Resources Group
mtg. - Human Resource Office Public Invited
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library Book
Club call 594-5239
Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action
Center

Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People
In the Border Zone: meeting - Arivaca
Humanitarian Aid Office.

THURSDAYS:

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

6-7pm - Weekly Meditation Group - Arivaca
Action Center Wellness Area (in back of
building) Sponsored by PHP, free and open to
everyone!

3rd Sunday - 4:00-8:00pm - Board Games
for adults - Comm. Ctr. 5 -8pm. Call 3983010

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old Schoolhouse

FRIDAYS:

MONDAYS:

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action
Center

First Monday: - Arivaca Community Center
board meeting - 5:30pm - at the community
center

3rd Friday - 5:30-8:30pm - Tween/Teen
Nite

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse
Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist.
Auxilary - at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services
- 4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:
2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women &
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and
Community Education Assn. At the Library
594-5235
3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca
Library - Board Meeting
Friends over 50 Trips: once a month posted
on ACC white Board at the PO or call 3983010 for info
FOR KIDS:
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM: Mon.-Fri.
after school till 5:30 pm.

