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Arivaca Yesterdays
Sopori Ranch, Part 6
by Mary Kasulaitis
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he story of any ranch is the story of
the acquisition of various parcels of
land that, when put together, become a
working ranch. Prior to around 1900,
obtaining property was relatively simple, but became more bureaucratic as
time went on, especially after statehood.
The acquisition methods might involve
squatting, buying, filing County land
claims (Territorial days), leasing and/or
homesteading land. The Federal Land
Office (now Bureau of Land Management) issued homesteads that were commonly 160 acres but could be less if the
applicant wanted the particular parcel
bad enough (if it had a spring, let's say).
It could be a Desert Land entry which
was 320 acres but was not blessed with
surface water. In this desert, one could
not support a ranch on one homestead.
Once the government surveyed the territory into township and ranges, parcels
were generally marked or acquired as
quarter sections, half sections or full sections (640 acres) and sometimes Lots.
There are 36 sections in a Township.
Once someone had proved up, or was officially issued a homestead or a patented
mining claim, it was private land to be
disposed with at will. (For land patents
arranged by Township/Range, see Bureau of Land Management land patents
database:
https://glorecords.blm.gov)
Besides land, and perhaps more important, you Discount!
need legal rights to the surface
Prepaid Price
or underground water so that you can wa12.50/20
25/42 ter your cattle, horses and crops. Without
40/62 water, there is no ranch.
54/82
66/102The whole area around the Sopori Ranch
105/150
and in the valley upstream was common134/192
ly referred to as "the Sopori." It was well
250/350

known. Besides the Elias family which
had been working the Sopori for years,
there were a number of prominent ranchers who had land nearby, including Sabino Otero, Tucson merchant Rosario Brena, Tomás Bustamante, Gabriel Angulo,
the Moyzas, Robert Catlett, Charles A
Proctor, Levi Manning and the Amados.
Jose Maria Orosco was also adjoining,
but was a relative of the Elias'. Water
rights were one of the major reasons for
acquiring a homestead. Tomás, Jr had

had a water rights conflict with Juan B.
and Ramon Elias in 1902. In any large
family there will not always be agreement.
Charles A Proctor had purchased land
adjoining the Elias' property in 1909
from Tomás Elias, Sr and his wife, Juana Orozco de Elias.* (T20S, R 12E, Lots
10, 11 Sec 5. 50.37 acres, and a 1902
water right by deed belonging to Thomas Elias, Sr. He also then bought from
Albert Steinfeld Lots 7,8,9, or 116.75
acres, which Elias had sold to Steinfeld
in 1910.) This gave Proctor a good piece
of property west of and next door to the
Elias', on which he built a white house,
still standing. Allegedly, Tomás, Jr.,
had not been on the best of terms with
Charles Proctor, and it had to do with water rights. Some time after Charles' death
in 1913, his widow Jesusita was courted by Tomás Elias, Jr., and they planned
to marry. Jesusita's sons (Charles R.,
George M., Henry P, and Frank M.
Proctor) were reportedly opposed to
the marriage because they believed that
somehow Tomás, Jr. had been responsible for their father’s death, although the
Sheriff had not found evidence of murder. Tomás Jr. was reportedly somewhat
of a ladies man, with a temper. He had
allegedly threatened the sons. Nevertheless, Jesusita Proctor and Tomás Elias, Jr.
were married in September of 1915.
Four days after the wedding, the Eliases
were at home at the Proctor Ranch by
the Sopori. According to a detailed story in The Oasis, a Nogales newspaper,
and Santa Cruz County Superior Court
testimony, on the morning of September
13, 1915, Tomás was getting some horseshoes in a vacant building used for storage when George and Frank Proctor shot
him. They may have come in when he
was already there, or they may have been
waiting for him. At least two different
guns were apparently used and at least
four shots hit him. There were bullets in
the wall behind the place where Tomás
had been kneeling. In court testimony,
Frank said he shot him and George did
also, thus accounting for the two guns.

George said he alone was responsible,
having shot with his own gun and then
using Frank's, perhaps because he wanted to protect Frank. Charles R. Proctor was in Tucson, newly married, and
was not involved, nor was Henry. Both
George and Frank claimed that when
they confronted Tomás, he was about to
shoot them, so they fired in self defense.
They related several incidents in the past
in which they said Tomás had threatened
them. In one case Tomás had allegedly
suggested settling water rights with a
duel. But Tomás' gun was in his pocket,
thus giving rise to another version of the
story which was that the Proctor boys ambushed him. Tomás lived several hours
but his severe head wound ensured that
there was no chance that he could have
survived. George immediately went to
Amado (then called Amadoville) and
called the Sheriff of Santa Cruz County, confessing that he had shot Elias.
Frank went to Tucson, but sent word to
the Sheriff that he also was involved.
Attorneys were hired. The case went to
court in October 1915 in Nogales, with
County Attorney S.F. Noon prosecuting.
In the trial, much detail was given about
the way in which Tomás was shot, and
there was no doubt as to who had done
it. But apparently the person on trial was
really Tomás and his reputation. The
court allowed testimony involving some
of his past actions. The defense witnesses included several men who had had
confrontations with Elias and a man who
claimed Tomás took away his wife, too.
After the testimony of many witnesses
and character witnesses, the jury was
out only a few minutes before it found
the verdict of not guilty, by reason of self
defense. (The Oasis, 30 Oct 1915) Living
now in the legal milieu of the twenty first
century, a murder conviction seemed
likely. But no one on the jury had a Hispanic surname and most were acquainted
with the Proctors. The Border Vidette
said: "Public sympathy was strong for
the accused boys." (6 Nov 1915) So it
seems that Tomás' own reputation was
on trial here as well as perhaps his ethnicity. Things legal and otherwise were
very different in 1915. The results complicated matters in terms of the future of
land ownership in the Sopori valley.
Tomas' father was devastated. According to great-grandson Charles Jimenez,
Tomás, Sr. never felt the same about the
Sopori Ranch as he had before. There was
always a bad taste about the whole place.
Jesusita Proctor Elias, with her two small
girls, was on her own, and estranged

from her sons, but she soldiered on and
filed on a homestead in 1916, proved up
in 1921. During this time she became
acquainted with the bachelor neighbor,
Robert Catlett, who had arrived in 1912.
On Jan 7, 1912 the Citizen had reported
that Catlett had bought the nearby Rosario Brena ranch (the KX) for $30,000.
(see also Star, 21 April 1929) A newcomer to the area, he was also appointed
a Deputy Sheriff of Pima County. Over
the next decade he added neighboring
property from the Bustamantes, B.M. Jacobs and James Shults, besides acquiring
two homesteads and State land leases of
his own. He provided Jesusita some support in terms of her property, motives unknown. She thought he had more interest
in her than he apparently did.
Charles R Proctor, the eldest son, was
working at the other family properties in
Box Canyon and at a mine near Helvetia. He sold his rights at .the Batamote
Ranch, northwest of the Sopori and later
homesteaded near Madera Canyon. Henry Proctor went into the service to fight
in World War I, and after he got out of the
military he also homesteaded property in
the Santa Ritas. Both Frank and George
also served in WWI after which George
moved to Tucson and Frank to California.
(See www.proctorpioneer.com)
The Elias family kept on at the Sopori
Ranch. In 1916, the siblings of Tomas,
Jr., Federico, Arturo, Armida and Amalia, filed on homesteads on unclaimed
parcels in the vicinity of or adjacent to
those of Tomas, Sr., all proved up in
1921. Ramon also made final proof for a
Desert Land Entry in 1921. The Sopori
Land and Cattle Company had a change
of Directors: in 1916, Juan Elias sold out
to Ramon Elias who became President,
Jose Camou, Secretary, and Luis Robledo stayed on as Treasurer. Tomas Sr. also
sold some of his property to the Company in 1917. The Sopori Land and Cattle
Co obtained a large mortgage of $50,000
in 1916: apparently it was for an irrigation water system (McFallen Report). In
Sahuarita and Tucson wells were being
sunk and farms expanded as never before, with new pump systems and irrigation canals being developed. By the
early 1920s, the area around the Sopori
springs and up and down the Creek was
owned or claimed. In 1915, ranchers had
to contend with the newly organized...

Continued on p. 5...

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We are here to serve the needs of Arivaca and Sasabe, AZ residents (living within the 85601 or 85633 zip
codes). If you need a little help with any of the following
expenses, give us a call! -Propane, Water Bills, Clinic,
Medical & Prescription co-pays, Taxes, Rent, Gasoline,
Phone Bills, Eyeglasses, and other approved expenses.
Helping Hearts has received money for the assistance of
clients experiencing financial problems due to COVID19
Contact us at (520)398-3032, PO Box 201 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Or visit us daily from 10 am to 1 pm

Check out our website at
www.southernarizonaconnection.com
for archived issues and more!
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POST TRAUMATIC STRESS
SYNDROME: softening familial,
public and therapeutic response
to those diagnosed with PTSD

P

ost traumatic stress can accrue to
anyone who deals with a protracted fight to lessen the effects death and
dying have on survivors.
So-called Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a misnomer in my opinion. It is not a pathology, a disorder;
rather, it is a syndrome or constellation
of effects that are commonly present
for those living and working under the
stress of fighting to preserve life; one’s
own and/or that of others.
That constellation of effects often occurs when sane, compassionate people
experience extreme pressure to preserve life in the face of conditions outside their control.
It is a common effect upon warriors.
While we equate it to warriors, we
often fail to recognize that it could be
useful in this context to recognize anyone fighting to preserve integrity of life
as a warrior.
Any member of teams in clinical settings in the pandemic are subject to the
syndrome, as are individual experiencing violence compromising their life or
quality of life.

This applies equally to women and
men who were sexually molested as
children and to victims of rape.

NONDEFENSIVE LANGUAGE
SKILLS

ing called names. I refuse to be around
you when you treat me that way. (Have
a plan to go somewhere).

submitted by Anonymous
Anyone with a compassionate heart is
subject to the syndrome.
Framing the constellation of possible
effects as Syndrome rather than disorder erases the stigma frequently associated with the PTSD moniker.
Many of us in the community of veterans have felt dehumanized and stigmatized by being considered disordered
when, in fact, we are learning to cope
with those stressors and their triggers
that resulted from our experience.
This distinction offers a much healthier response therapeutically in working
with those who have the syndrome.
The implications upon clinical therapeutic approaches and public and family reactions to those experiencing this
constellation may well be profoundly
improved when regarded as a syndrome.
It is my hope that we can be better
available to serve those who serve society and who develop PTSS armed
with this distinction.
Dan Kelly
Vietnam, ‘66-‘67’

Borderland 's Unitarian Universalist

Please visit us online at
www.borderlandsuu.org
for information and online
worship.
Siding With Love

Y

ou can't control what abusers say
to you but you can choose not to
be affected by it! You can stop making
it fun for your abuser to verbally attack you and free yourself from emotional abuse!
When you're in the DEFENSIVE
mode, you're easier to control. STOP
making it fun for your abuser/controller. The minute you defend yourself,
you lose and he wins because his goal
is to keep you off balance by feeling
under attack. Healthy relationships are
based on mutuality, equality and respect: not domination. When someone
pressures,
manipulates, criticizes, threatens or
attacks you verbally, their goal is to
put you on the defensive. Controlling
people use this form of communication where you find yourself under attack. This becomes a pattern to make
you feel guilty, inferior and powerless.
This keeps them in a one-up position
by putting you down.
INSTEAD OF DEFENSIVE RESPONSES THAT KEEP YOU IN THE
CYCLE OF EMOTIONAL ABUSE:
I a-m not. No I didn't. How can you say
that about me? Why do you always? I
never did/said that. I see. I understand.
That's your choice. I know you're upset. I can't help what you think. I don't
accept your definition of me. I reject
that notion. choose not to have this
conversation. This is non-negotiable. I
refuse to play this game with you anymore.
NEW LANGUAGE TO ESTABLISH
YOUR AUTONOMY AND NEW
PATTERNS:
I am no longer willing to... I am willing to ... It is no longer okay for you
to ... I need you to ... I don't like being yelled at. I won't stay where I am
yelled at. (You will need a plan like to
go to a store or a friend's). I no longer
talk to people when they are yelling
at me. I'm hanging up now. Call back
when you stop yelling. I don't like be-

IT'S ALL IN THE TONE OF YOUR
VOICE:
If you say these phrases but are showing emotion, like hurt or anger, they
know they got to you and will keep
doing it. It is important to try and keep
a matter-of-fact tone of voice, like:
"Oh, you're yelling again, I'm going to
have to go now." Or you can be more
assertive with "I will not accept this
treatment. I will no longer take the
bait." The tone of your voice should
show that they can't get to you anymore with their meaningless words. In
fact, your voice should be as if you're
uninterested, very casual and almost
distracted, mildly conveying that he's
being somewhat of a nuisance.
The whole reason for these verbal attacks is to get us upset. That's when
they win ... the minute we respond in
any way.
Remind yourself he wins when you respond because the whole point for him
is to get an emotional response. Who
cares what he thinks? He's not worth
all that energy. Ever notice how your
abuser seems calm and satisfied once
he's roped you into his arguments and
accusations and you're all upset? He's
basking in his power over you he just
demonstrated by just lobbing a few
words or accusations your way. Stop
handing him your power and falling
for his trap by changing the dynamic
by simply exercising your choice in
how you respond!

The Emotional Connection
By JoAnn

I

s it any wonder we feel a little
stressed these days?

Covid-19 came in like a flock of Alfred Hitchcock’s birds. One day we
were enjoying our lives, and the next
day we were running for safety by isolating ourselves, wearing masks, and
taking vaccines to evade the virus. The

covid-19 bird attacked us from out of
nowhere and left us feeling fearful and
ravaged. Almost overnight we learned
to shop differently and to behave differently.
But, have you noticed how silent we
have become? Arivaca is known for
its old-west hospitality. If someone
has a need well… someone else has a
need to fill it. We are happy to reach
out and to give one another whatever we can (as H.R. exemplifies), but
in the silence, no one is even asking
for help. The humanness that makes
us whole is missing. Can we learn to
trust again and allow our neighbor to
connect with us?
We have been in overwhelm for a
while. May I suggest we place our
attention on what is kind and loving?
If healing begins with me, I’ll break
the silence by offering my trusty little
squirt bottle and with it I’ll clean your
shower stall if you would like to have
this done.
The emotional connection is in coming back to presence where the world
is welcome, relaxed, and content.
Where we feel safe and can respond to
things in a healthy way.
When we feel fearful our world-view
becomes distorted and we slip into
old patterns that have helped us to
survive. There are five basic patterns
and several back-up patterns we use
when stressed. Each pattern requires a
unique way of communication.
In learning these techniques we can
more skillfully interact and communicate with each other. We’ve already
proven that we can learn to do things
differently.
The world needs our essence and the
gifts we have to offer. Let’s remove
what is masking our true self.

Arivaca Human Resource
We are now taking applications
for Firewood Vendors

R

equirements to become a new
vendor:

• Firewood must be cure, cut and 12

to 16 inch.
• Deliver firewood to our Arivaca HR
firewood clients
• All communication via email (received quotes, and approvals) for
Pima County
• Vendor Record Request form from
Pima County
• W-9
• EIN
• Certification
If you are interested in becoming a
Firewood Vendor, please send your
letter of interest to our email arivacahr@gmail.com or call us at (520)
398-2771 ask for Ken or Julie

Recursos Humanos de Arivaca
Ahora estamos aceptando solicitudes para proveedores de leña.

R

equisitos para convertirse en un
nuevo proveedor:

Sopori Ranch, Part 6 continued from
p. 3...
...Arizona State Lands Department,
which began apportioning leases to
ranchers as they applied for them. Nothing was as simple as it had been before
1900. Open range was going away and
grazing homesteads of 640 acres could
be obtained. Changes were in the wind
for the Sopori. La Canoa, the big ranch
to the northeast, was expanding under
the ownership of Howell Manning, son
of the local tycoon and former Tucson
mayor, Levi Manning. They had eyes on
the land adjoining the Sopori.
(More about the Sopori and water rights
next time.)

McFallen, H. General Land Office report
on Sopori Land and Cattle Co, approved
Feb 18, 1916. Special thanks to hydrologist and historian Phil Halpenny.
The Oasis (Nogales, AZ) and Border Vidette (Nogales, AZ)
Arizona Daily Star. In those days, land
transfer records were frequently published in the newspaper.
Tucson Daily Citizen
*Santa Cruz County Records, 25 Nov
1902, Misc or Min bk 2, p. 454-456
Same as sold by Tomas to Steinfeld 27
April 1910 (See SC Co Deeds 7:66)
**Proctor Pioneer website: http://proctorpioneer.com/caphistory/

References:
Cosulich, Bernice. "Scenic Charm and
Tragic history may be found along
Southern Arizona roads," Arizona Daily
Star, 21 April 1929.
Redondo, Margaret Proctor. " Valley
of iron: one family's history of Madera

• La leña debe estar curada, cortada y
de 12 a 16 pulgadas.

http://www.pima.gov/cmo/admin/Reports/ConservationReport/
For Sopori, KX, Rancho Seco and the
Marley ranch stories
https://new.azwater.gov/adwr/history

United Community
Health Center

• Entregar leña a nuestros clientes de
leña de Arivaca HR
• Toda la comunicación por correo
electrónico (cotizaciones recibidas
y aprobaciones) para el condado de
Pima

Canyon." The Journal of Arizona History. Vol. 34, No. 3, Autumn, 1993.

Providing Quality Healthcare Since 1983

• Formulario de solicitud de registro
de proveedor del condado de Pima
• W-9
• EIN (Número de identificación de
empleado)
• Certificación
Si está interesado en convertirse en
un vendedor de leña, envíe su carta
de interés a nuestro correo electrónico arivacahr@gmail.com o llámenos
al (520) 398-2771 pregunte por Ken
o Julie

Arivaca

The Federal Health Insurance
Marketplace is OPEN!
February 15th-May 15th

UCHC Can Help!

Our Certified Application Counselors can help
Guide you through the process to get you covered!

Call Us! 520-777-3912
17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601
www.uchcaz.org
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Tales from the Garden:
Growing Deep Connections
with Plants and Nature
by Emily Bishton

G

ardening can be a never-ending voyage of discovery, whether you’re a home
gardener or professional. When
children take part in exploring
and caring for plants, that shared
voyage can be a joyful learning experience for everyone involved! Think back to your first
gardening or nature memories….
did your own love of plants begin with inspiration from a parent, teacher, or another role model? My first garden memory is of
crawling into a tunnel of arching

Local sales agent.
Local Medicare
Advantage plans.
David Jácome
Licensed Sales Agent
520‑425‑6522,
TTY 711
GVARIZONA@gmail.com
MyUHCagent.com/David.Jacome

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you every month. For only $20, you get a
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s
Open Forum Community Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601
Name:______________________
Address:____________________
____________________________
____________________________

raspberry canes in our little backyard patch, where my Mom gave
me “dibs” on all berries I could
find in the center of the thicket,
where only I could fit. That was a
pretty special thrill for a 2-3 year
old. Being inside that little thicket also marked the beginning of
my awareness of plants and their
connection with the rest of the
natural world. 60+ years later, I
still remember that place and that
feeling like it was yesterday.

the conversation:

branch structure.

•
Do you have trees and
shrubs that bear fruit for humans
or wildlife? These plants give
children a wonderful opportunity to observe how they change
throughout the year to go from
flower and pollinator to fruit and
seed. (Also, see the “snack walk”
info below).

•
Do you grow herbs or other fragrant-leafed plants? Lavender, Oregano, Bronze Fennel,
Dill, Rosemary, and Mint make it
exciting for kids to take “scratch
n’ sniff” garden tours. Using
them in cooking and/or for making sun tea adds to the fun. Because mint comes in chocolate,
peppermint, and orange flavors,
a patch of multiple mints can be
its own “scratch n’ sniff’ tour, but
always grow it in a container unless you want it to take over your
garden!

•
Do you have a lot of birds,
butterflies, bees, and/or other flying wildlife visitors? Observing
which plants they visit most often, which they choose to nest in
or lay eggs on, is another great
way for kids to learn and understand the connection between
plants and wildlife in their own
backyard.

•
Do you have deciduous
trees and shrubs? These are great
illustrators of the changing seasons for children to become tuned
into, from the swelling of new
Berry picking. Photo by Emily Bishton.
buds in early spring to the lushIt‘s pretty simple to get started leafed days of summer, and from Quail and cardinal. Photo by Emily Bishton.
on gardening and nature experi- the brilliant colors of fall to the
Do you grow food? Chilences with your own children or stark winter beauty of bark and •
dren develop a more powerful
grandchildren. First off, utilize
connection with plants when they
what is already growing in your
become aware of how many they
landscape. Then if you enhance
eat each day, from their breakfast
it together by adding a few plants
cereal to their soup, sandwich,
and other child-friendly features
or pizza slices, to their bedtime
that fit their interests, before you
snack. Eating “straight off the
know it you will have created a
vine” is super fun for kids, and
little oasis that will delight them
growing easy-to-pick snap peas,
(and the child in you).
cherry tomatoes, lemon cukes,
Step 1. Take a walk around your
purple pole beans, etc. make it
garden and/or property with your
exciting to take daily visits to the
children or grandchildren to look
garden for delicious and nutriaround together. Notice what
tious “snack walks”!
catches their eye, and what they
Next month I’ll continue this
ask you questions about. Build
article with Step 2: Fun and
on their curiosity and observaeasy plants, and inexpensive
tional skills, and ask them queschild-friendly features to add to
tions too! Here’s a few ways that
your garden!
exploration. Photo by Emily Bishyour existing garden can begin Grassland
ton.

Keep Your Arizona Tax Dol- •
You give $15 to a qualilars in Arivaca!
fied organization and you owe
$150 in AZ income tax. Just
Submitted by CAT
deduct the $15 from the $150
hy pay taxes to improve tax obligation and owe only
Phoenix roads? Or to $135!
pay for any tax-paid project
Anyone filing individuoutside of Arivaca? Although •
those projects may be worthy, ally can give up to $400. You
your tax dollars can easily be owe $400 in taxes? A $400
put to use to help those who contribution means you owe
live in your own community! nothing!
Did you know a cash contribu- •
Or, if filing jointly, you
tion given to a qualified Ariva- can give up to $800. In that
ca organization can be applied case, a couple owing $600 in
to your AZ tax obligation? state income taxes ends up reYes, right off the top!
ceiving a refund of $200!

W

How can that be?

The more you give, the less
An individual income tax cred- you owe. You can’t go wrong
it is available for cash contri- either way!
butions from $1 up to $800 to Arivaca Non-Profits classified
Qualifying Charitable Organi- as Qualified Charitable Orgazations that provide immediate nizations are:
basic needs to residents of Ari•
Arivaca Action Center
vaca.
(QCO Code: 20171)

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

•
Arivaca Coordinating made on the last day of that
Council/Human
Resource taxable year. The tax credit is
claimed on AZ tax form 321.
Group (QCO: 21056)
•
Arivaca Helping Hearts
(QCO Code: 22057)
Credit eligible contributions
made on or before April 15 of
the taxable year may be applied to either the current or
the preceding taxable year and
are considered to have been

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132
www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado/Green Valley Properties
ARIVACA Land Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres $27 to $80K
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for homesite
20 AC Parcels So of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40-$65K
20 AC, well , power, septic, garage Just off Universal Ranch
5 AC parcels Trees and Vegetation off Jalisco $25K each
10 Acres w/ Well., Septic and Power installed, Hardscrabble
80 Acres N of Townsite, 4000' Off Las Grutis Rd, Under
Contract
10 acres on Purple Mountain $35,000 great views
AMADO
Arv Rd MM 11-12 10 Acres w/ 2380 SF 2br-2ba HM w/
1578 sf indoor pool Area, Fixup, SOLD!
12 Acres, power and drilled well , Under contract
GREEN VALLEY
1269SF, 2BR, 2 Bath, Las Campanas , Under Contract!
1300 SF 2BR HS on Haven Golf course, Under contract
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Around Arivaca
Arivaca Early Learning
Center
May 2021 Update
submitted by Miss Nathalie

C

ongratulations to our preschool
graduates!
Amanda (Lili),
Ayzlee, Sammy, Teyden, and Zephyr. We wish you a wonderful time in
kindergarten next year. Come back
and visit; we will continue to watch
you learn and grow!

This school year draws to a close
on May 20. It has been a wonderful
year. We have played, learned, and
grown together. From our Sonoran
Desert creatures to animals gracing
the far off continents, from curiosity
about saliva and water evaporation,
and from our little town of Arivaca
as it sits on the Earth in outer space...
we have asked and answered many,
many questions.
Thank you to our children—you are
beautiful and we love you! To our
families—thank you for working
together with us. To our staff and
volunteers—you are amazing and so
appreciated! To the AAC board—
thank you for your support and encouragement! To our community—
this center is a jewel, thank you for
your interest and support!
We wish you all a happy summer.

Revisiting
Arivaca Watershed Education Taskforce
Meeting Saturday, May 8
at 10 am at Arivaca Schoolhouse

A

WET (Arivaca Watershed Education Taskforce) met frequently for 10 years or so, in the late 90s
and early 2000s, to encourage research into the availability of water
in the Arivaca Valley. We contacted
and supported University and government researchers and kept personal rainfall and well level records.
As a group, we were unaffiliated and
unstructured. We had no officers. We
were just an association of worried
residents who knew information was
necessary to make informed choices
about the uses of water. Now with
this drought, it is even more important. With the influx of new residents
into Arivaca Valley,
it is time to revisit and disseminate
the information we gathered.

In Front of AHR building
Tables available in shade to
enjoy the music and food.
Menu: Crab Ceviche, Fish
Ceviche, Tuna Ceviche,
Tostitos, Strawberries with
Cream, Sodas and water.

¡Toma tu mejor Sombrero y las Maracas más ruidosas y
prepárate para Ole '!

Ú

nete a Recursos Humanos de Arivaca para
una delicioso y tradicional
ceviche.
Sábado 1 de mayo de 10
a.m. a las 3 p.m.
Frente al edificio Recursos
Humanos de Arivaca
Mesas disponibles para sentarse y disfrutar de la música y la comida.
Menu: Ceviche Jaiba, Ceviche Agua chile, Ceviche de
Atún, Tostitos, Fresas con
Crema, Refrescos and botellas de agua.

If you are a new resident, please
consider attending.
We will host a meeting on Saturday, May 8 at 10 am at the Arivaca
Schoolhouse.
Inside, or perhaps outside if the
crowd is large. Please wear a mask
per County regulations.

Grab your best Sombrero
and the loudest Maracas and
get ready for Ole'!

J

oin Arivaca Human Resource for
a delicious lunch with traditional
cuisine.
Saturday, May 1 time 10a.m. to
3p.m.

T

hank you to all who saved can tabs
for Ronald McDonald House this
past year. Let's do it again next year.

Poetry
Page

D-Day + 75 - The Question
minds grow weak
tales grow tall
time moves on
And Heros fall.
Storys told and told
Woven into our very Souls
Lessons Learned
grow dry and dim.
We are distin to Repeat
again Our darkest Sins
Beneath the Skies
were heros Lie
The Question asked;
If war we practice
war we get!
If Peace we Practice
might it not be Peace
we get?
Anne Possien

POETRY, THE GIFT
came to me in my elderhood
as my husband Doug and I moved into Independent Living
in a retirement community.
I had never cared for poetry, especially rhyming
but I was a great reader of novels.
Doug, too, was a prolific reader, and a fast reader
of all kinds of books,
and although he was not partial to poetry
he recognized the beauty of poetic writing
shown after reading the first page of one of Pat Conway’s novels
by looking at me and saying, “Wow” in a subdued tone.
My paternal grandmother loved poetry enough
to publish an anthology of poems.
My maternal grandmother is the one who quoted poetry, wrote poetry,
and taught her six children to speak whatever they had to say at the dinner table
in rhyme.
Margaret Ann Adams

KEEP TRYING
Words won’t come, just feel numb
No muse to guide me, thoughts deride me
Mind all a-jumble
Try to walk, but only stumble.
Can’t seem to find, my direction
Head just full of introspection
Going round and round, can’t get ahead
Sometimes just wish, that I was dead.
But then I feel, something good
Want to be alive, as I should
Keep plugging away…
Getting by… day by day.
Put one foot, in front of the other
Take one step… then another
Progress is made, ever so slow
But it’s the only way, I know how to go.
Keep trying… keep looking for the bright
And not get mired, in the dark of night.
Keith Cliver

Glass Horses
My father drove a semi for Del Monte back in the
60's, picking up loads of sugar.
Sometimes I went with him.
Somewhere along the way there was a diner.
We stopped each time because in the mirrored case
behind the register there were horses.
Glass horses. Prancing, leaping and sitting they
were all different.
I was allowed to choose one.
I picked the prettiest one, a black colt whose
hooves were up in the air.
There was a yelJow bumble bee on his rump.

Arivaca.com

YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!
Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado,
Altar Valley and Elephant
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

The lady with hair like meringue wrapped him up in
bright pink tissue
And placed him in a white box.
After the load was emptied we drove home. I could
hardly wait to show
My mother the latest horse for the collection.
I stilJ have all those horses, all the memories of
our trips.
I miss you every day.
Amanda Curtis

Connection
Milkweed, Monarchs & Migration Updates & Tidbits

H

ello Monarch Lovers! Got a bit of
news about the Spring Migration
North and getting a milkweed/pollinator
garden together. And in case you missed
my article in the March issue of Connection, here's the link
https://southernarizonaconnectioncom.
files.wordpress.com/2021/03/2021-03web.pdf - Look for "When the Monarchs
Returned to Arivaca". We are planting lots
of milkweed and pollinator plants in Arivaca and surrounding areas to lure the orange
& black beauties back this year.
The spring migration of monarchs is underway out of Estado de Mexico, Piedra Herrada. Lots of great information can be found
at hhtps://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarch_Butterfly_Biospherwe_Reserve
to
know more about the monarchs overwintering there each year. These butterflies begin
their migration north toward Canada and go
in many directions; some passing over different parts of AZ. Here's a quote from Gail
Morris of SW Monarch Study and Monarch
Watch.org about recent sightings in southern AZ:
"Phoenix has good numbers of monarchs
this spring and Tucson is also reporting
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monarchs. But more striking are the sightings pouring in now as monarchs leave the
lower deserts and head north to the higher
elevations and beyond on their Spring Migration. In the last two weeks monarchs
appeared at the Nature Conservancy at
Muleshoe Ranch north of Willcox, Boyce
Thompson Arboretum near Superior, two
separate sightings of a monarch already in
Camp Verde and another along Highway
89A on Mingus Mountain at 6,600 feet between Prescott and Cottonwood. These are
signs of hope in a year of concern especially
in the western range of the monarch population. It’s likely some of these are re-migrants from Mexico, too. So, we begin this
season with hope and we can only watch
and see what the rest of this spring, summer
and fall will bring.``
The spring migration is much smaller than
the fall migration through Arizona. The
pregnant female, I describe in my article,
appeared on a milkweed leaf in Arivaca on
Fall Equinox 2020. She deposited eggs for
six solid days. We are hoping to lure more
migrating adult monarchs here this fall.
This is why it is important to plant flowering plants along with milkweed now, so
there will be plenty of forage in the form of
nectar from flowers for the adults, as well as
fleshy milkweed leaves for the caterpillars
to eat when they hatch.

Monarchs had all but disappeared in this
area for years. This is because the water
level in the Cienega in the Buenos Aires
Wildlife Refuge has fallen immensely. We
still have native Horsetail milkweed growing there, but the low nectar level from now
missing pollinator plants has caused the
decline. Here's another report from Gail
Morris:

summer and fall.

"The last monarch tagging records were
in 2015 but we do have sightings of 2 to 3
monarchs during August and early September each week through 2019. The number
of monarchs dropped in 2015 when the
water level dropped significantly limiting
the Asclepias subverticillata as well as the
common sunflowers, Helianthus annuus,
from growing as dense as they once had.
The biggest limiting factor was the decline
of Bidens laevis (knee-high plants with yellow, daisy-like flowers - Arizona Beggartick) in the creek that was a favorite monarch nectar source during the fall migration
as well. You can see the dramatic difference
in this slide from our presentations:

If you feel so inclined to participate in Monarch tagging for record keeping purposes on
a national level - you could start with www.
monarchwatch.org
Here are some other links to inspire you:

I am including some recent photos of another native milkweed - Antelope Horn/
Asclepias asperula. Beautiful flowering,
bush-like plants blooming now along the
Arivaca roadsides. Seeds from this variety
can be purchased, along with five other varieties, at the Arivaca Mercantile in Arivaca - Horsetail/A. subverticillata, Showy/A.
speciosa, Arizona milkweed\A.angustifolia,
Rush or Desert Milkweed/A. subulata and
Scarlet Tropical\A. curassavica, an annual.
It's GREAT to plant seeds now... AND you
can plant perennial native milkweed all

Southwest Monarch Study website: www.
swmonarchs.org Don’t forget we are on
FB, too! Lots of tidbits and suggestions on
nectar plants and milkweeds for a butterfly
or caterpillar's appetite.
2021 Call to Action: https://swmonarchs.
org/calltoaction.php
https://journeynorth.org/sightings/
To purchase live plants - Desert Survivors in south Tucson propagates and sells
a wide variety of native milkweed plants.
Non-profit, organic, native plant nursery
https://desertsurvivors.org/
To get your own Monarch Waystation sign
and plant that pollinator garden
you've always wanted, go to:

Chad Denson
Chad@tucsoncpa.com

DAVID OASE C.P.A.
A Professional Corporation

www.tucsoncpa.com

(520) 790.2738
(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85730

Monarch Watch Monarch Waystation
Programhttps://www.
monarchwatch.org › waystations
Any questions - contact me,
Coya, at elfinious@gmail.com. I
can send seeds via US mail.
Here's to a resurrecting year for
the monarchs! Grow milkweed,
share the seeds, share the love!

Connection
Arivaca Human Resource Volunteer
Spotlight

M

eet Edith and Johnnie Lake: wife-husband team and Arivaca HR volunteers.

Wife-husband duo Edith and Johnnie are
enjoying their retirement, and it has been a
weekly tradition to help out in the HR kitchen for 3+ years. The couple spends every
Wednesday morning cooking and prepping
hot meals for our Arivaca HR clients.
Edith and Johnnie share a friendly, confident,
warm demeanor. Years ago, they met and decided after marriage to move to Arivaca and
raise their daughters.
Edith Lake was born in Newmarket, Ontario,
Canada. She was the youngest of three girls.
Her father was a design engineer for plane
manufacturer in Toronto called DE Havilland. Her mother was a Secretary for the
Dean of York University and later attended
York as a student. She grew up in a small
town called King City north of Toronto. In
the late 70’s she moved to Calgary Albert,
and in 1986 immigrated to Tucson. She
moved back and forth between San Diego,
Tucson and Arivaca until she meet Johnnie
in 1997. He was living in Arivaca at the time
and they decided to raise their daughters in
Arivaca because they loved the people and
peacefulness of the area.
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Edith has volunteered at the Animal League
Green Valley and was a commissioner with
the Pima County Small Business Commission. Now retired, she enjoys volunteering
because she knows she is helping people that
really need it. Giving her time also allows
her to interact with other volunteers and see
the results of her efforts. Her hobbies include
playing bass guitar, stained glass, pickle ball,
studying French, and sewing. She also loves
to sail, ride horses, fly
planes, and ride motor
cycles.
Johnnie Lake was born
in Summit New Jersey. He is the middle
child of an older sister
and a younger brother.
His parents, who have
since passed away,
owned a very successful Maintenance business.
Before Johnnie retired, he flew air planes
commercially was a flight instructor. Additionally, he flew planes that pulled banners
and dropped skydivers in Tucson and California for 50 years. He has also owned three
different Automotive Repair Shops.
Johnnie, volunteers in Arivaca Fire Department, Titan Missile Museum in Green Valley.
He was stationed there during his time in the

Air Force. His hobbies include flying, motorcycles (Dirt bikes and street bikes), and he
enjoys playing guitar, violin, harmonica. He
loves restoring old cars and motorcycles, and
is currently a student of Martial Arts.
Johnnie enjoys volunteering because it allows
him to help people in need. You’ll find him
in the AHR kitchen on Wednesday mornings
prepping salads, assisting Edie and cleaning
up the dishes at the end of the morning shift.

C

onozca a Edith
y Johnnie Lake:
equipo de esposa y esposo y voluntarios de
recursos humanos de
Arivaca
El dúo de esposos
Edith y Johnnie están disfrutando de su
jubilación, y ha sido
una tradición semanal
ayudar en la cocina de
recursos humanos durante más de 3 años. La
pareja pasa todos los miércoles por la mañana cocinando y preparando comidas calientes
para nuestros clientes de Arivaca HR.
Edith y Johnnie comparten un comportamiento amistoso, confiado y cálido. Hace
años, se conocieron y después del matrimonio decidieron mudarse a Arivaca y criar a
sus hijas.

Edith Lake nació en Newmarket, Ontario,
Canadá. Ella era la menor de tres niñas. Su
padre era un ingeniero de diseño para un fabricante de aviones en Toronto llamado DE
Havilland. Su madre fue secretaria del decano de la Universidad de York y luego asistió a
York como estudiante. Creció en un pequeño
pueblo llamado King City al norte de Toronto. A finales de los 70 se mudó a Calgary
Albert y en 1986 emigró a Tucson. Se mudó
de un lado a otro entre San Diego, Tucson y
Arivaca hasta que conoció a Johnnie en 1997.
Él vivía en Arivaca en ese momento y decidieron criar a sus hijas en Arivaca porque amaban a la gente y la tranquilidad del área.
Edith se ha ofrecido como voluntaria en Animal League Green Valley y fue comisionada
de la Comisión de Pequeñas Empresas del
Condado de Pima. Ahora jubilada, disfruta
del voluntariado porque sabe que está ayudando a las personas que realmente lo necesitan. Darle su tiempo también le permite interactuar con otros voluntarios y ver los resultados de sus esfuerzos. Sus pasatiempos
incluyen tocar el bajo, vidrieras, pickle ball,
estudiar francés y coser. También le encanta
navegar, montar a caballo, volar aviones y
andar en motocicletas.
Johnnie Lake nació en Summit New Jersey.
Es el hijo mediano de una hermana mayor
y un hermano menor. Sus padres, que fallecieron desde entonces, eran dueños de un
negocio de mantenimiento muy exitoso.
Antes de que Johnnie se jubilara,
voló aviones comercialmente y fue
instructor de vuelo. Además, voló
aviones que levantaron pancartas
y lanzaron paracaidistas en Tucson
y California durante 50 años. También ha sido propietario de tres talleres de reparación de automóviles
diferentes.
Johnnie, voluntario en el Departamento de Bomberos de Arivaca,
Titan Missile Museum en Green
Valley. Estuvo destinado allí durante su tiempo en la Fuerza Aérea.
Sus pasatiempos incluyen volar,
motocicletas (motos), y le gusta tocar la guitarra, el violín y la
armónica. Le encanta restaurar
autos y motocicletas viejos, y actualmente es estudiante de Artes
Marciales.
A Johnnie le gusta ser voluntario
porque le permite ayudar a las personas necesitadas. Lo encontrarás
en la cocina de AHR los miércoles
por la mañana preparando ensaladas, ayudando a Edie y limpiando
los platos al final del turno de la
mañana.
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FREE
NON-LETHAL
R A T T L E S N A K E
REMOVAL and relocating
to an area away from your
home. Protect your loved
ones and our wildlife. Call
R.D. Ayers (520) 820-2947
A C C E P T I N G
DONATIONS!
Arivaca
Helping Hearts is accepting
donations for the year! As
a 501(c)3, your donation
is tax deductible. So if
you need help or if you
can help, please give us
a call! See ad on page 3.

IF YOU HAVE A DRUG
PROBLEM WE CAN HELP
Narcotics
Anonymous
meets in Tubac every
Thursday evening at 6PM
at the Tubac Community
Center, 50 Bridge Rd,
Tubac AZ 85646 Open to all
A R I V A C A
MOVESMOVES Tuesday
7-8:15, by donation. A
place
for
movement.
We alternate between a
country
swing/disco/etc.
week and an improvised
experimental
music

week for contemplative
movement. All welcome!
RANCHO DE LA OSA
IS NOW HIRING. Kitchen
staff,
housekeeping,
maintenance and wrangler
positions are available. Call
520-401-5648 for more
information.

RUBY MINES ENTRANCE
Fishing & Camping by
permit: <rubyaz.com> All :
CHECK IN with Caretaker,
fees on website

PEOPLE
HELPING
PEOPLE
SPONSORS
FREE
SPANISH
CLASSES
Beg./Int.
Tuesdays 5:30-7 at the
Gitana

Arivaca Meetings & Activities
SATURDAYS
Every Sat - 9am - Noon: Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage
Sale
1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet at
town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, and
Dec)

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services 4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:
2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women &
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.
3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board
mtg @ Fire House www.arivacafiredistrict.org

SUNDAYS:

WEDNESDAYS:

8:30 - 10:00am on Zoom - Tubac
Buddhist Meditation Center. email
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@gmail.com for a
link to learn about Buddist philosophy. In-person
mtgs start May 2 for plp with covid vaccination.

2nd Weds. -3pm -Human Resource Board
Meeting. - Arivaca Community Center. Public
invted.

9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm Garden Yoga
Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-400-9608
Sun. 3:00pm - People Helping People In the
Border Zone: meeting - Arivaca Humanitarian
Aid Office.
2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com
MONDAYS:
First Monday: - Arivaca Community Center
board meeting - 5:30pm - at the community
center

3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca Library Book Club
call 594-5239
Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action
Center
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old Schoolhouse
6-7pm - Weekly Meditation Group - Arivaca
Action Center Wellness Area (in back of building)
Sponsored by PHP, free and open to everyone!
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action
Center

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and
Community Education Assn. At the Library
594-5235

2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary at the Fire House

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca
Library - Board Meeting

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse

