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ArivAcA YesterdAYs 
Bertha and JF McDole, Pioneer teachers
by Mary Kasulaitis
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This is the story of two pio-
neer teachers in Southern 

Arizona.  They were the kind of 
tenacious self-sufficient teach-
ers that used to be prevalent in 
the rural schools of Arizona. Of 
necessity, they were tough, and 
they didn't let a little hardship 
get them down.

John Freeman McDole was 
born in Ohio in 1854 and at-
tended Northern Ohio Normal 
School (Teachers College). He 
began teaching in 1877. In a a 
few years he married Sophia 
Wehrmeister and they moved 
to Kansas and then Nebraska 
where John practiced other pro-
fessions and they had four chil-
dren: Bess, Mathew, Hugo and 
Ruth. Shortly after  Ruth's birth, 
Sophia died.  John then married 
Sophia's sister, Bertha, and they 
had one son, Paul.  John went 
back to teaching briefly and 
then he and the two older boys 
moved to California where he 
raised cantaloupes. In 1909 they 
all came to Tucson. Initially he 
worked for the railroad but then 
he went back to teaching until 
he retired in 1928. In those years 
he taught at Pesqueira School, 
Amado, Tanque Verde, Bolivia, 
Zinc and finally Arivaca School 
where they taught 3 years (1925-
28) and then John retired. 

Bertha was a force in herself.  
She had to be, because for many 
of the years that she and John 
were married they were separat-
ed, for economic reasons. Born 

in Ohio, she also attended North-
ern Ohio Normal School and be-
gan teaching in about 1876. She 
put in 18 years in Ohio, Nebras-
ka, Iowa and Missouri. After her 
sister Sophia died, she married 
John Freeman McDole in 1893 
and they raised their son and 
his four children. They came to 
Tucson in 1909, when John got 
a job with the Southern Pacific 
railroad. Apparently they kept 
a house in Tucson while going 
hither and yon to teach school.  
In her "Reminiscences of a Pio-
neer Teacher in Arizona, 1910-
1930," Bertha said she realized 
she would have to teach again, 
so she sent her credentials to 
Phoenix and received a life 
certificate to teach in Arizona. 
A job was advertised at Rillito 
(between Tucson and Marana) 
which she secured. After hav-
ing taught in a nice high school 
in Missouri, she was shocked 
at the conditions. She remem-
bered, "Away we sped across 
the desert for about two miles to 
a shack, the dirtiest place that I 
was ever in. I think all the flies 
for ten miles around had come 
to greet us. I slept in a bed with 
a girl about 12 years old whom 
I think had not had a bath since 
she was born. The next day I 
managed to get a room (of my 
own) about 10x5 feet, no door, 
just room enough for an Army 
cot and a few pegs to hang my 
garments on. I made a little cof-
fee and ate a little canned stuff 
that I had brought from Tuc-
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son...There were no textbooks, 
only ones that had been discard-
ed from Tucson schools. ..it was 
a terrible experience...the next 
year I went to teach in the Ama-
do school, on the Antonio Ama-
do Ranch.  The school was in a 
ramshackle old ranch house in-
fested with mice and rats, quite 
an improvement on the Rillito 
school.  I was there alone. In 
the east end of the house was 
a room for me, at the west end 
was the schoolroom. There was 
a better class of children. Mr. 
Amado retained the middle part 
of the house where he and his 
wife stayed from time to time to 
look after the ranch. One night 
the horses on the ranch seemed 
to make a terrible noise. I looked 
out and saw the hay barn was on 
fire.  I dressed, took my revolv-
er and my flashlight and went 
to the nearest Mexican shack. I 
could rouse no one--the fire was 
raging, the horses stampeding. 
Finally I fired my gun. At once 
the whole shack was alive. The 
fire was finally put out but An-
tonio never said 'thank you' to 
me." Bertha went on to teach in 
Tucson schools and also Tanque 
Verde, Pantano, Vail, Arivaca 
and the Las Moras ranch school 
belonging to Joe Ronstadt, in 
the Baboquivaris just north of 
Sasabe. Ronstadt was a great 
supporter of education. Bertha 
commented that he let John, who 
had retired, come help her teach 
and told them all about the his-
torical background of Las Mo-
ras. She said, "It was the most 
enjoyable school we ever taught 
at, excepting Arivaca."  Unfor-
tunately she didn't elaborate on 
that! Bertha retired in 1930 after 
20 years of teaching. 

John passed away in Tucson in 

1937 and Bertha in 1942, and 
both are buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery. They had been active 
in the founding of First Chris-
tian Church in Tucson. 

In the meantime, the children 
were busy with their own lives.  
Eldest daughter Bess McDole 
Prather said, " My mother and 
father were both teachers and 
they believed in women doing 
things. I never learned to cook 
or sew when I was growing 
up." (Arizona Republic, Oct 22, 
1973) She did other things.  She 
and her husband moved to Casa 
Grande in 1920 and Bess lived 
there the rest of her life (except 
for the last years in an assisted 
living place in Scottsdale.) She 
taught elementary school,  had 
three sons, divorced, opened a 
women's accessory store, got 
involved in politics, was the 
Postmaster in Casa Grande for 
27 years, retired and became 
a stockbroker. She became in-
volved in women's rights and 
issues, using women's clubs as 
a platform, but went all the way 
to the national level in many of 
her fields of interest. She was 
a feminist. She lobbied for the 
Equal Rights Amendment with 
Alice Paul. She helped Margaret 
Sanger organize birth-control 
clinics. She was 'Woman of the 
Year" in Casa Grande in 1962. 
She was a Parliamentarian, 
which is "an expert in rules of 
order and the proper procedures 
for the conduct of meetings 
of deliberative assemblies." A 
list of Bess's accomplishments 
would be very long, all because 
she followed her parent's advice 
to "do things." Bess spent her 
last years in an assisted living 
place where she ran the library 
for the residents and read every 

book before she allowed it to be 
on the shelf. (Perhaps she didn't 
realize that Librarians aren't 
supposed to censor the collec-
tion!)  She passed away in 1981 
at the age of 96. Her three sons 
and their descendants survived 
her.  There isn't room here for 
the exploits of the other chil-

dren, but needless to say, they 
were "doing things" as well. It's 
a family tradition.

My thanks for these stories go 
to Rev. Jean Rogers of Tubac,  
who is Bess's granddaughter 
and who does things.
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My Beloved, Jeremy J. 
Merritt, 41 passed away 

on Sunday 9/19/2021.  He was 
a long time resident of the 
wonderful community of Ari-
vaca,AZ. 

Jeremy was born on January 
30,1980 to James and Cindy 
Merritt in Sioux Falls, SD

Jeremy followed in his fa-
ther’s footsteps and became 
a long haul truck driver. He 
was able to be over the road 
for several years before being 

diagnosed with heart disease. 
He loved his job and he did it 
well. He was also a great me-
chanic. Always willing to help 
either family or friends. Eager 
to learn and share with others 
what he knew about his craft. 
This brought him joy. He was 
truly a humble and kind man.

He leaves to cherish his mem-
ory, his wife and best friend, 
Rita, his son Tony. Mother and 
father Cindy and James Mer-
ritt and younger sister Holly. 
Jeremy loved his family both 

near and far. He was also 
loved by his Familia from 
both near and far. 

Until we see each other 
again in Paradise Mi Amor. 

Proverbs 22:1, Revelation 
21:4

Road Repair and Preser-
vation in Arivaca/Sasabe/

Amado Area

Good news about our local 
roads! By the time this 

newspaper hits the stands, we 
will be well into an extensive 
roadwork project for Ariva-
ca, Sasabe, parts of Amado 
and Ruby Road. The project 
started on September 27th and 
is expected to wrap up in De-
cember. 

The following roads will see 
extensive repairs:

• Arivaca Road from 
townsite to Hwy 286 (north of 
Sasabe)

• Ruby Road from Ariva-
ca Road to the county line

• Arivaca Road from the 
townsite to the I-19 Frontage 
Road

• Universal Ranch Road 
from Arivaca Road to Arivaca 
Ranch Road

• 

Arivaca Ranch Road to south 
of Cota Road

• Lakewood Estates Sub-
division, Town of Amado

The roadwork will be more 
than the usual pothole filling, 
as the county states that roads 
will be completely milled and 
repaved. Expect traffic chang-
es while the project continues 
and plan ahead for trips in and 
out of Arivaca.

This project was funded 
through an $85 million Road 
Repair and Preservation Pro-
gram passed by the Pima 
County Board of Supervisors. 
Through this program, the 
county states that “by 2030, 
the average condition of all 
road pavements is expected to 
be very good…”  This work 
will repair and preserve a little 
over 300 miles of local road-
ways in Pima County. 

In a memo to the Board of 
Supervisors in June of this 

Arivaca Rd

Arivaca-Sasabe Rd

Ruby Rd
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year, County Administrator 
Chuck Huckelberry informs 
the Board that engineers esti-
mated the cost of the Arivaca 
project to cost around $11.3 
million. A bid was placed for 
$8.5 million, well under the 
initial estimate. In the same 
memo, Huckelberry urges the 
county to “aggressively ad-
vertise and award the work to 
contractors.”

The temporary inconvenience 
will be worth it, when we have 
smooth new roads in and out 
of our town.

Dear Publisher,

My backyard here in Sa-
huarita is full of trees 

and colorful bushes. I have al-
ways kept a large bird bath and 

cleaned and filled it with fresh 
water each morning. For years 
now, I have had a visitor, a Coo-
pers hawk, who most mornings 
comes to drink and bathe.

I’ve enclosed a photo of a 
painting I did several years 
ago of the hawk (“Coops” by 
name) sitting on the bird bath 
and flying. He, or she, also has 
offspring: smaller hawks with 
shite heads and white chests 
which sometimes accompanies 
“Coops”.

I thought this wild visitor might 
interest the Connection and its 
readers.

Thank you for considering this 
as an addition to your provoca-
tive publication.

Sincerely,

Richard Johnsen

Painting by Richard Johnsen



Connection                                                                                                        Page 6

Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
vaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________

Chad Denson
Chad@tucsoncpa.com

(520) 790.2738
(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.

Tucson, AZ 85730
DAVID OASEDAVID OASE C.P.A.C.P.A.
A Professional CorporationA Professional Corporation
www.tucsoncpa.comwww.tucsoncpa.com

A Canadian Connection
by Dave Manning

We’d like to make a connec-
tion with you down there in 
southern Arizona—from up 
here in Canada. Due to Covid 
we missed coming down last 
winter and may not be coming 
this one either. 

This past spring and summer 
I’ve continued my Turkey 
Vulture studies here on my Ca-
nadian island. They returned 
from the south in March and 
will soon be leaving again in 
late September. I’ve been vis-
iting a favorite nesting cave, 
observing mating, egg laying, 
incubation, hatchinga and the 
raising of two chicks. The 
smaller sized parent has been 
noticeably friendlier than most 
other Vultures I’ve watched. 
Since female Turkey Vultures 
are a bit larger than males, I 
assumed this friendly one was 
the father. 

He seemed unafraid of me. 
When he brought food for his 

two offspring a couple 
of times each day, he 
was completely unde-
terred by my presence. 
My thoughts wandered 
to the extreme: Was this 
the Vulture I consistent-
ly saw circling close 
above our Arivaca home 
during the last winter we 
were down in Arizona, 
drinking from our bird 
bath and hanging around 
our back yard while I 
watched from the porch? 
This was unusual since 
we almost never see Tur-
key Vultures during our 
winters there.

Throughout the recent breed-
ing season here on our island, 

whenever I visited the nest 
cave, dad Vulture continued to 
be most amicable and we be-
came good buddies. I called 
him Vulchee. He let me pet 

his bald head and he pecked at 
mine. He occasionally spread 
his wings and did a dance, 
showing off this skill. Mom 
remained withdrawn and im-
personal.

There is a rare plant found 
only on our island—the Hum-
bleberry. It grows in only a 
few spots on sunny bluffs, the 
tiny vine-like plant creeping 
through the grasses. One day 
while lounging on a bluff near 
Vulchee’s nest cave, I saw a 
Humbleberry winding through 
the vegetation. Wow! A new lo-
cation for this plant, unknown 
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by local botanists. Tiny red 
berries about the size of a ses-
ame seed had formed among 
its little oval leaves. I plucked 
5 or 6 of the berries—I’m al-
ways game to taste the fruits 
of Mother Nature—and placed 
them on my tongue, sucking at 
their slightly sweet taste, eyes 
closed.

My hands and feet began to 
tingle while a pleasant feeling 
spread throughout my body. I 
smiled. After a few moments 
of these agreeable sensations, 
I opened my eyes. My sur-
roundings looked entirely 
different—big. The single re-
maining Humbleberry fruit in 
my palm was the size of a large 
apple. And then it occurred to 
me, “I’m a whole lot smaller!” 
Peering up over the Humble-
berry patch, Vulchee was star-
ing at me, huge! Yes, my body 
had shrunk to about 6 inches. 

It took me some seconds to 
adjust to this astonishing re-
ality! “It was those berries!” 
Over the next hour I slowly re-
gained my original body size. 
Fascinating!

I didn’t tell anyone of my ex-
perience, but I experimented 
with the Humbleberries each 
time I visited the Vulture nest 
site, with the same results. I 
developed a plan. I attached 
a fanny pack to Vulchee and 
began training him to fly with 
increasingly heavier loads. 
He seemed completely com-
fortable with these weightier 
flights.

Covid rages on, the land bor-
der between the U.S. and Can-
ada is closed and I know we 
won’t be driving south to Ari-
zona this winter. It’s mid-Sep-
tember as I write this and all of 
our Canadian Turkey Vultures, 

including Vulchee’s family, 
are preparing to head south. 
I’m not sure if any of them 
will be double vaccinated, as 
President Biden requires of in-
ternational air travelers, but I 
suspect if any Vulture ingested 
the Covid virus, it would like-
ly be purified, causing them no 
harm and passed out its bottom 
end. 

When Vulchee flaps south this 
fall, he might be carrying some 
extra cargo. My wife enjoys 
the damp winters here on the 
wet coast of Canada, but I pre-
fer a drier climate and I miss 
you-all. Watch carefully down 
there in Arizona. If you see an 
object atop one of those Vul-
tures, wave cause you’ll know 
the story!
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Around ArivAcA

Arivaca Early Learning 
Center

Happy Autumn!
submitted by Miss Nathalie

One of our sunflowers just 
opened up in our garden.  

This time we are taller than 
our sunflowers, these seeds 
grew differently than the ones 
last year.  We have had fun 
measuring them, and we have 
really enjoyed studying all of 
the bugs that also like our sun-
flowers.  We have seen ants, 
butterflies, june beetles, crick-
ets, bees, wasps, and grasshop-
pers.

The toddlers are working on 
identifying animals by name 
and also by the sounds they 
make.  (Sometimes they make 
up their own sounds, like an 
alligator says AAAhhrrggg!)  
They are also working on trust 
and attachment.  They adjust 
daily to saying good bye to 
their family members, and hel-
lo to their friends and teachers.  
It is quite a big deal to feel 
comfortable, safe, and cared 
for by new people.

The preschoolers are work-
ing on ABC books, and have 
A-apple, B-butterfly, C-cr-
ab, D-dinosaur, E-Earth, and 
F-frog.  The sink has many 
colors every day from wash-
ing the different colors of paint 
from hands and fingers.  These 
ABC books are treasured by 

the parents, as each page is 
made from their child's hand-
print.  It's quite a thing to see 
how much each child's hand-
print grows over the course of 
a year.

We are using our water ta-
bles, and boy, are they fun!  
We have fish, nets, animals, 
scooping bowls, funnels, cups, 
containers, and much more to 
explore with.  Water is just so 
much fun to watch as it pours, 
cascades, rolls and drips.  

Thank you to UCHC for com-
ing to do dental visits.  We are 
very grateful for that partner-
ship!  Our children love the 
"Dental RV."  We also had a 
Stay and Play event, brought 
to us by United Way--thank 
you for that partnership, too!  
And the Arivaca Library made 
us leaves for our fall family 
trees--thank you!  Wow, we 
are so thankful to all of our 
supporting partners!  

Children, families, volunteers, 

staff, community--thank you!  
This little center is an amazing 
place, an awesome place!  And 
it is because of dedication, sup-
port, care, commitment, love, 
communication, persistence, 
and lots of energy!  We appre-
ciate you all!

AFD Auxiliary
FLEA MARKET
Saturday, Oct 9

The Arivaca Fire District Aux-
iliary will host a Market and 
Rummage Sale at the Fire Sta-
tion on Universal Ranch Road 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 9.  

Sellers pay $10 per space 
. Please call Linda Austin 
(520/975-6018) or Dana Top-
ping (520/578-2128) to reserve 
your space. Folks with too 
much “stuff”, artisans, bakers 
-- those with something to sell 
or services to offer --  are invit-
ed to purchase a space.  Sellers 
gate opens 8 a.m. - please plan 
to have your vehicle moved 
out by 8:45. Last year we had 
about 10 sellers and a good 
amount of foot traffic - this 
year should be even better!  

The AFD Auxiliary is a 
non-profit organization ded-
icated to raising funds to 
support the firefighters and 
medical personnel at our Fire 
Station.  Money raised at our 
events goes toward paying for 
a variety of needs that are not 
funded or are underfunded in 
the Fire District budget, in-

cluding education and certi-
fication programs, uniforms, 
supplies, and the purchase and/
or maintenance of fire fighting 
and medical equipment.

If you’d like to make a tax-de-
ductible donation to the AFD 
Auxiliary to support our Fire 
Station, please send to PO Box 
215, Arivaca AZ 85601.  If 
you’d like to become a mem-
ber of the Auxiliary or volun-
teer to help with putting on our 
events, please contact Dana 
Topping.
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THE MUSES IN OUR LIVES

Something or someone reminds us
of another time in our lives, another incident,

that we feel the urge to express,
each in our own way, using our own artistry,

whether we are writers, builders, painters, steel fabricators,
sculptors, or ceramicists,

and we are each grateful for our particular muse
which comes along at the right time

to stimulate a memory—
whether it be a tiny Santa Claus hanging on a lamp in September,

a Ted Kooser Nebraska poem, a saddle in a museum,
a picture of a B-17,

even the news of a tornado—
We are grateful.

 
Margaret Ann Adams

August 17, 2019—Stateline Bar & Grill—Colorado/Utah
                                      WHAT NOW ?

• Sittin’ at the Stateline, sippin’ on a brew
The only thing missing, next to me is you

• Wishin’ you were here, by my side
Just like the day, you became my bride
We were young, everything  was new
Happy together, just me and you

• As years unfolded, my love continued to grow
Your love faded, but I didn’t know
As years went by, we grew apart
Finally in the end, it broke my heart

• So here I sit, looking out at blue sky
And I wonder… why, why, why ???

• Wonder where your love went, as years went by
It faded away, and all I can do…
Is cry, cry, cry

• You were beautiful then, you’re beautiful now
I miss you so, and I wonder how
How do I move forward, what do I do?
All I Know is I miss you
All I know is I still  love you.

KeithCliver

Scars, Lesson Learned

The scars of Life are but
Brushstrokes on the
canvas of a masterpiece
Sometimes Laid down with Ryhme,
Sometimes with Rythym
But always with the Goal,
to not dispair, but 
to Repair and inprove
To move forward
Reaching for Perfection
With Reflection on the
Scars

Anne Possien

TANA 175

Mountains take the clouds
color, then disappear in
rain and cloud, winds whip
mesquite branches while doves zoom
from thunder and pelting rain.

Andrew M. Bowen

The Freedom river, Does not Run thru Facism.
The Freedom river is not Free!!!
The Freedom river, Does not Run thru Racism.
The Freedom River is to Be!!

Timothy Austin Jones
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Tales from the Garden: 
Wonderful Warblers

By Emily Bishton

Since moving into our Ariva-
ca home in the fall of 2016, 

Uno and I have felt very lucky 
to have seen many different 
warbler species visiting our gar-
den throughout the year.  There 
are so many interesting things 
to see when watching warblers!

Their small, slim bodies and 

their short, narrow bills are the 
most consistent way to visually 
identify them from other small 
songbirds, even if you don’t get a 
clear view of their colors.  That bill 
shape enables them to easily pick 
insects out of small bark crevices 
or from the undersides of leaves, 
and that body shape en-
ables them to be very ag-
ile in changing direction 
mid-flight to catch flying 
insects.  

But, oh, if you do see 
their plumage, what a 
treat: from the black and 
white “formal attire” of 
the Black-throated Gray 
Warbler to the bright yel-
low patches on the Yel-
low-rumped Warbler and 
the jaunty black “beret” 
atop the sunny yellow 
Wilson’s Warbler, they 

are dressed up so fine! 

However, be prepared to get only 
brief glimpses of warblers, as 
they all tend to move very quickly 
through trees and shrubs as they 
forage for food, and despite their 
coloration, somehow they manage 
to blend into the scenery when at 

Lucy's Warbler in bird bath. Photo by Emily Bishton.

TUBAC NATURE CENTER 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 2021

TUESDAYS 8 to 10:30 AM 
BIRD WALKS, meet at the Na-
ture Center, 50 Bridge Rd. Tubac.  
Sign-In sheet will be outside the 
Nature Center door.  Usual route 
is a section of the Anza Trail se-
lected by the leaders.  All levels 
of expertise are welcome.  Bring 
binoculars.  Contact: Jim Karp at 
jkarp@syr.edu.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 7 AND 
21  9:30 to 11 AM  NATURE 
WALKS, meet at the Nature 
Center, 50 Bridge Rd. Tubac.  
Sign-In sheet will be outside 
the Nature Center door.  Route 
is along a section of the Anza 
Trail selected by the leader, Gail 
Abend, an interpretive natural-
ist with a background in science 
communications and ethnobot-
any.  Contact: Michael Dunn at 
dunn.levey@gmail.com.

BEGINNING OCTOBER 22 
JOIN THE WALKING STICKS 
FOR FRIDAY HIKES  8 TO 
11:30, meet at the Nature Cen-
ter, 50 Bridge Rd. Tubac, most 
of the hikes are taken from the 
book GO TAKE A HIKE by Bob 
Maurer.  The hikes are led by 
Carolyn Fowler and sign up is 
by email or text.  Contact Caro-
lyn Fowler at fowlcf44 at gmail.
com, or 520-403-9356

BEGINNING NOVEMBER  1ST 
- INTRODUCTORY NATURE 
JOURNALING CLASS, meet in 
the large room at the Communi-
ty Center, 50 Bridge Rd. Tubac.  
The class will be taught by art-
ist Marilyn French-St.George.  
It will meet on 6 consecutive 

Monday mornings beginning 
November 1st from 9 AM to 12 
PM.  You must register for the 
class, and slots will be given on a 
first come first serve basis start-
ing October 10th.  Register by 
sending an email to tubac.nature.
center.2019@gmail.com.   Each 
session will involve indoor and 
outdoor class time, so distancing, 
masks and being fully vaccinated 
are requirements.  Numbers will 
be limited so that distancing in-
doors can be maintained.

COMING SOON: BIRD 
WALKS FOR BEGINNERS

COMING IN APRIL: SCIENCE 
CAMP FOR KIDS

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
HAS ADOPTED A POLICY 
LIMITING ALL NATURE CEN-
TER ACTIVITIES TO FUL-
LY VACCINATED PERSONS 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
COOPERATION

ALL NATURE CENTER AC-
TIVITIES ARE FREE.  DO-
NATIONS ARE GRATEFUL-
LY ACCEPTED
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rest.  Most also tend to stay in the 
upper canopy and/or briefly dart 
out into the sky to hunt gnats like a 
flycatcher.   Warbler-watching can 
definitely be a neck-craning sport.  
In fact, the only way I’ve had time 
to get them in focus on my spot-
ting scope is when I’ve got it set 
up towards one of our birdbaths, 
and even then I have to get lucky 
to see more than a blur of water 
spray and wing beats!  But I think 
the time and patience to watch 
these little gems in action is worth 
it. 

Southern Arizona has one spe-
cial warbler found only in des-
ert areas that have Mesquite or 
Saguaro forests that are also in 
riparian areas: the Lucy’s War-
bler.   This bird’s pale gray “suit” 
might look drab at first glace, but 
its complete white eye-ring and 
cinnamon-brown crown and rump 
feathers give it gorgeous high-

lights.  It’s also extra secretive 
and as small as a goldfinch, and it 
sometimes even flocks with them 
(or perhaps is just purposefully 
hiding within their midst). Unlike 
most warblers, which nest in trees 
and shrubs or on the ground, Lu-
cy’s Warblers are one of only two 
cavity-nesting warblers 
in the United States, and 
the only one west of the 
Rocky Mountains.  This 
need for hollow areas 
within tree trunks in-
creases the rarity of their 
preferred habitat, but 
fortunately the Arivaca 
area is the perfect place 
for these birds to find 
what they need!  How-
ever, that is true only if 
property owners preserve 
their old Mesquites that 
are becoming hollow, leave 
standing snags (dead trees) 
wherever possible, and/or 

Lucy's Warbler at Saguar nest.by Dominic 
Sherony.Creative Commons Attribu-
tion-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license

create nest boxes with a size and 
shape suited for these warblers.  
Lucky for bird-lovers and the Lu-
cy’s Warbler, members of the Tuc-
son Audubon Society have been 
studying their nesting behavior 
for years, and discovered that they 

like a triangular nest box with two 
exits!  They sell Lucy’s Warblers 
nest boxes in their nature shop, 
and have also created free down-
loadable factsheets for building 
your own and how/where to place 
it.

We feel so lucky that Lucy’s War-
blers have been nesting near our 
home for the past couple of years, 
and visit our garden each day, 
right now with their offspring ac-
companying them.  Building sev-
eral nest boxes for them is going 
to be one of our fall and winter 
projects, so that we’re ready next 
spring for more pairs to move into 
our neighborhood.  Another inter-
esting things about Lucy’s War-
blers is that they’re not as territo-
rial as other birds when it comes to 
tolerating other nesting pairs close 
by.  Perhaps the rarity of their pre-
ferred habitat has led to this be-
havior over the years, but that rar-

ity can change if we pitch 
in to help!

If you’d like to know 
more about these wonder-
ful warblers or any other 
birds that live or migrate 
through in the United 
States, visit the Cornell 
website at http://allabout-
birds.org.  If you’d like 
to buy or build a nest box 
to help keep Lucy’s war-
blers thriving in the Ari-
vaca area, visit the Tucson 
Audubon Society website 
at https://tucsonaudu-
b o n . o r g / l u c y s - w a r -
blers-and-nestboxes.  For 
more photos and videos 
of this fabulous feathered 
friend and other warblers 
in my garden, visit my 
blog at https://ebishton.
blogspot.com. 
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Un-Classifieds

FREE NON-LETHAL 
R A T T L E S N A K E 
REMOVAL and relocating 
to an area away from your 
home. Protect your loved 
ones and our wildlife. Call 
R.D. Ayers (520) 820-2947
A C C E P T I N G 
DONATIONS!  Arivaca 
Helping Hearts is accepting 
donations for the year!  As 
a 501(c)3, your donation 

is tax deductible.  So if 
you need help or if you 
can help, please give us 
a call! See ad on page 3.
IF YOU HAVE A DRUG 
PROBLEM WE CAN HELP 
Narcotics Anonymous 
meets in Tubac every 
Thursday evening at 6PM 
at the Tubac Community 
Center, 50 Bridge Rd, 
Tubac AZ 85646  Open to all

Arivaca Meetings & ActivitiesArivaca Meetings & Activities

RANCHO DE LA OSA 
IS NOW HIRING. Kitchen 
staff, housekeeping, 
maintenance and wrangler 
positions are available. Call 
520-401-5648 for more 
information.
RUBY MINES ENTRANCE
Fishing & Camping by 
permit:  <rubyaz.com> All : 
CHECK IN with Caretaker, 
fees on website

SATURDAYS

Oct 2 Desert Autumn Fest 10-2 at Hunt & Gather

Oct. 9 - Be Well Southern AZ - Family health 
resorces event - Old Schoolhouse - 10 - 2.

Every Sat - 8:00 - 11:00am: Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human Resources Rummage 
Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca Water Coop meet at 
town water yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, and 
Dec)

SUNDAYS:

Oct 31 Hunt & Gather Halloween 10-2. Shopping, 
treats & tarot

8:30 - 10:00am on Zoom - Tubac 
Buddhist Meditation Center.  email 
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@gmail.com for a 
link to learn about Buddist philosophy. In-person 
mtgs start May 2 for ppl with covid vaccination.

9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga (Comm Garden Yoga 
Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-400-9608

2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca Action Center - 
Board mtgs. 15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.com

MONDAYS:

First Monday: - Arivaca Community Center 
board meeting - 5:30pm - at the community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC

2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire Dist. Auxilary - 
at the Fire House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area Health Services - 
4pm - meeting at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, Arivaca Women & 
Wine, 5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire District board mtg 
@ Fire House   www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

Nov 6 Arivaca Dia de Los Muertos Festival - 
Fair 10-2 downtown Arivaca, procession 5-7 pm 
Old Schoolhouse

2nd Weds. -3pm  -Human Resource Board 
Meeting. - Arivaca Community Center. Public 
invted.

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca Library Book Club 
call 594-5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 Arivaca Action 
Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old Schoolhouse

6-7pm - Weekly Meditation Group - Arivaca 
Action Center Wellness Area (in back of building) 
Sponsored by PHP, free and open to everyone!

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Fri - 1pm - Arivaca Family and Community 
Education Assn. At the Library 594-5235  

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of the Arivaca Library 
- Board Meeting 


