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Arivaca Yesterdays
Lucretia Roberts: First woman deputy sheriff in Arizona
by Mary Kasulaitis

S

he was the subject of a
novel and they made a
movie about her, but still,
Lucretia Roberts is not a
household name in Southern Arizona. Well she
should be, for Mrs. Roberts was the first woman
deputy sheriff in Arizona
and perhaps the United
States.
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It took some time for the
newspapers to notice that
Lucretia Roberts had won
the election for Constable
in Canelo (Canille), Arizona. I suppose they thought
it wasn’t possible for a
woman to win an election
for that kind of position, so
the Nogales’ Oasis news-

paper didn’t mention her
by name. However, the
forward-looking state of
Arizona, as it was enacted
in 1912, allowed women
the vote. During the first
election in the fall of that
year, women made the decision and Mrs. Roberts
put on her badge, joining Helen Eason for Justice of the Peace. When
the results were
in, Sheriff William McKnight
of Santa Cruz
County
commissioned her
as Deputy Sheriff, thus making
her the first in
that office in the
State.
For some time, it
seemed to be a joke, with
the Tucson Citizen claiming that "she is an energetic woman and make a good
officer not withstanding
the fact that many people
believe a woman hardly
suited to the office of constable." (Nov 18, 1914).
But Lucretia put on her

gun and took her job seriously. Perhaps her first
task did not involve enforcing laws, but ensured
that she received public
attention. The Oasis recounted: “Mrs. Margaret
Finley and Mrs. Lucretia Roberts, our Canille
constable, had a thrilling experience Thursday
morning with a couple of
wolves. They heard some
cattle bawling in a canyon
close to Mrs. Goodin’s
place. They soon had their
cow ponies saddled and
rode over to see what was
the trouble when they saw
the wolves hamstringing
a calf. Mrs. Finley soon
had her rope down and in
pursuit, but the constable trusted to her .45 with
which she is some expert
and her quick aim soon
brought down Mr. Wolf.
After making several circles, Mrs. Finley soon
had her prey at the end of
her rope. Everyone one
around Canille is loud in
praise of the bravery of
both ladies.” (11/19/1914)
The next year, Lucretia
returned to the East, from
which she had come, and
received the attention
of the New York Times:
“Underneath her big sombrero, Mrs. Lucretia Rob-

erts, Constable and Deputy Sheriff of Santa Cruz
County, Arizona, has invaded New York City with
Mexican hair lariat and a
45 Colt revolver. However, there is nothing about
the little woman, who
wears cowhide boots and a
tan riding suit, that should
cause any uneasiness to
the quiet citizens of this
metropolis. Rather is she
of the type that might suggest the Boston schoolteacher on an outing. Soft
spoken in her speech and
gentle in her manner, the
only woman holder of an
elective office in Arizona
has pitched her tent for
several days at the Hotel
McAlpin. Yet underneath
her quiet demeanor there
is an apparent confidence
of ability to handle affairs. Mrs. Roberts said
last evening that she had
come here to gather funds
to build a sanitarium for
consumptives. . . She
owns a homestead site of
160 acres and has ten saddle horses and 250 head
of good cattle. She said
last night that she lived ‘in
the saddle’ and loved outof-doors life…Speaking
of her election, Arizona’s
only woman Sheriff said,
“It was a sort of a joke

vote in Santa Cruz County
a year ago in November. I
was elected over two cowpunchers, G. Byerley and
John Yost, by three votes
... Continued on page 4...

Helping Ease
Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We are here to serve the needs of Arivaca and Sasabe, AZ residents (living within the 85601 or 85633 zip
codes). If you need a little help with any of the following
expenses, give us a call! -Propane, Water Bills, Clinic,
Medical & Prescription co-pays, Taxes, Rent, Gasoline,
Phone Bills, Eyeglasses, and other approved expenses.
Helping Hearts has received money for the assistance of
clients experiencing financial problems due to COVID19
Contact us at (520)398-3032, PO Box 201 Arivaca, AZ 85601
Restrictions apply on types of expenses, amounts and frequency of disbursals. Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the
expense directly to the vendor

Check out our website at
www.southernarizonaconnection.com
for archived issues and more!
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... continued from page 3...

to one for them, it being
the first time the women voted in the State; but
it hasn’t turned out to be
a joke for many, for you
will remember that we
put the State on the dry
side in the last election.
We women don’t know
much about the ballot,
but we sided right on the
main issues and put them
through.’ Speaking of her
work as a Constable she
said: ‘Most of our arrests
are of bad Mexicans and
bootleggers. Of course,
I can swear in any man
at any time as an assistant and they jump at the

chance.’ She told of a ride
of sixty-five miles from
Canille to Bisbee between
7 o’clock in the morning
and sundown recently,
when she and another deputy, Harry Rafferty, captured a Mexican who had
stolen cattle from a neighbor.” (12/4/1915)”’And,’
said Rafferty when he got
back, ’if any one thinks
our Canille sheriff can be
equaled on a long ride,
just let them follow her
and they’ll have another
think.’”
Commenting in the Bisbee Daily Review: "I don't
like the east," she said
with much emphasis, "Too

Borderland 's Unitarian Universalist

Please visit us online at
www.borderlandsuu.org
for information and online
worship.
Siding With Love

much noise in the streets
and too many short skirts
on the women. Give me
Yuma every time." (5 Dec
1915) Not withstanding,
she had her two sons educated in New York.

Who’s Teaching Our
Kids

I am continually astonished at the bad grammer
used in the news paper
and else-where. Where
are our teachers getting
In the 1950s one of her a passing grade from to
sons wrote a novel enti- teach others?
tled Star in the West about
Lucretia’s experiences in The article in the Feb 24th
Santa Cruz County. Veri- Sahuarita Sun is only one
fying the actual events is a example.
bit difficult after all these Mariah will not be attendyears, but newspaper ac- ing “this summer.” She
counts jibe with many of will be attending “John
them. In the 1960s Deb- Hopkins Center for Talbie Reynolds and Andy ented Youth.” CongratGriffith starred in a movie
ulations! When will she
based on the book, called
attend? __ This summer.
Second Time Around.
Neither the book nor the I just heard on the radio
movie is easy to come by that some one was going
these days, but keep an to be selling “tomarrow”
eye out for them!
___ all the cars on the lot.
Who would like to buy

tomarrow? I think what In a recent call to check
they mean is that they will on an order I heard some
be selling cars tomarrow. strange terminology. The
girl said youwereeducatWhen I was in school
ed (all one word) seven to
(a very good school) we
ten days. What she should
learned how to diagram
have said was you were
sentences and what nouns,
told seven to ten days, for
verbs, subjects and predthe order. Not educated.
icates are. We learned
where they should placed Lets get back to our basic
in a sentence.
language skills and make
sense out of what is being
You do not want to put
said.
the cart before the horse,
or throw the horse over Wanita Stupy
the fence some hay.

United Community
Health Center

Providing Quality Healthcare Since 1983

Arivaca
SERVICES:

-Primary Care
-Women’s Health
-Schedule an appointment with Lisa Kiser,
Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner
-Enrollment Services
-Mail Delivery Pharmacy
-Service provided by Avita Pharmacy located
at our main campus in Green Valley!
-Free Appointment Transportation
17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601
www.uchcaz.org 520-407-5500
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Tales from the Garden
Water

to the sides and bottom of them
to give birds some traction.

by Emily Bishton

O

ver the past few years, I’ve
been told by many of my
fellow Arivacans that they would
love to attract more birds into
their yards, and been asked what
I think is the best way to do that.
My answer is always the same:
“Provide clean, fresh water”.
Here’s why:

•
Everybody needs it.
Clean water is an essential need
for all birds, as well as insects
and other creatures. Birds need
clean water not only for drinking, but equally important as part
of their preening regimen. Birds
need to preen their feathers several times a day in order to keep
them in good condition for flying and insulation. Many insects
also preen, including bees. Even
a small birdbath or water feature
will be a huge attraction yearround!

Black-headedGrosbeak. Photo by Emily Bishton

tures should have shallow, sloping sides and a rough finish, so
that birds of all sizes can grip
the edge and the bottom of it
while drinking or wading in to
bathe, or to push off quickly if

they need to flee from a predator.
Concrete with exposed aggregate and old rough clay saucers
both work great! Avoid metal or
glazed ceramic, which are both
very slick, or add small pebbles

•
Location. Birdbaths and
other water features need to be
within quick flight of a tree or
shrub for safety, just like bird
feeders. Bathing is the single
most dangerous activity for a
bird! Have you ever noticed how
most of them do it for only a
couple seconds before stopping
to look all around themselves for
predators? If water is positioned
too far out in the open, songbirds
will definitely be vulnerable to
attack from small hawks, shrikes,
etc. To discourage outdoor cats
from lying in wait underneath
them to ambush the birds, put
your thorny trimmings from
mesquites, roses, or other plants
on the ground beneath the birdbath, or stretch plastic netting
over the soil. Better yet, keep
your cat indoors where it can’t
kill birds, lizards, frogs, and other wondrous wildlife. For more

•
Size doesn’t matter much,
but shape and substance does.
Birdbaths and other water fea-

Subscribe to Connection!
Get Connection delivered to you every month. For only $20, you get a
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s
Open Forum Community Newsapaper.
Send check made out to:
“Connection” to PO Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601
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Chad@tucsoncpa.com

Name:______________________
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____________________________
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(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85730

is important year round. Birds
definitely don’t like to drink or
bathe in muck (me neither).
•
What about freezing
weather? Small birdbath heaters made specifically for outdoor use can be a huge help in
the coldest months. These are
thermostat-controlled to keep the
water just barely above freezing,
and can be left in all year- round
if you want.

Blue Grosbeak and Summer Tanager. Photo by Emily Bishton.

info on how and why this is so only drink and bathe in flight.
important, visit https://abcbirds. Bats also drink “on the wing”
org/program/cats-indoors
from fountains (as well as from
hummingbird feeders).
•
Sound. Small fountains
or bubblers attract birds by the •
Cleanliness.
Birdbaths
sound of running water, which and other water features need
mimics the places in nature that to be cleaned regularly all year
they prefer to bathe in and drink round. Algae and bacteria build
from. Fountains that have a tiny up and much quicker in sumtrickle or mist especially attract mer, when the weather is warm
hummingbirds, who typically and humid, but regular cleaning

Viga Covers
Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?
Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals
3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Gambels Quail and European Collared
Dove. Photo by Emily Bishton.

Tom Hostad Realty
(520)398-8132
www.tomhostad.com
Need a custom home built on one of these properties? Call 398-8132 today!

Arivaca/Amado/Green Valley Properties
ARIVACA Land Parcels, 5 to 40 Acres
40 Acres end of Crooked Sky, Rolling , great for
homesite U/C
20 AC Parcels So of Twin Peaks Fully Fenced $40$65K
5 AC parcels Trees and Vegetation off Jalisco $25K
each
10 acres on Purple Mountain $35,000 great views
5 Acres 500 ft East of Coffee Shop $25K on Arv rd
5 Acres ,well, septic , 3 br/2ba MFG HM, Cedar
Creek SOLD!
Town Site 288 ft by 87.5 ft Lot $20K
Custom 2500 SF Adobe HM Arv Ranch and Cota,
Horses?
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Around Arivaca
Arivaca Early Learning
Center
November Information

First came and buried their
toes in our sandbox! The
children showed our guests
around our classrooms,
submitted by Miss Nathalie
and gave a wonderful perappy
November! spective about how they
What a beautiful time see and play in their world.
of year it is in Arivaca!
We are artfully making
The birds and butterflies
still grace us with their
presence, and the stink
bugs allow us to pick them
up and cart them around.
Our sunflowers are drying
out. All of the staff, volunteers, and children spend
lots of time outside enjoying the sun, wind, clouds,
and clean air.

H

We had some visitors in
Family Trees this month,
with the leaves donated by
The Arivaca-Caviglia Library. Most of us go home
with some paint on us everyday, and some sand in
our pockets, too!
Thanks to the parents and
guardians for attending
our fall conferences. Such
a wonderful time to share
stories, growth, and develOctober, and they sure did opmental milestones.
love our little center. Two
visitors from First Things

Property Tax Exemption Value (found on your annual
Notice of Value) that exceeds
for 100% Disabled
$28,459.
Property Owners

T

he 100% Disabled Person’s Exemption program is open to Pima County homeowners that meet
the program’s requirements.
Some of these requirements
include, but are not limited
to:

• The household income
from ALL sources, including
non-taxable income, cannot
exceed $34,901 if they do not
have children under of 18 living with them and $41,870 if
they have children under the
age of 18 living with them.

• The applicant must be a per- This exemption can result
manent resident of Arizona. in a lower Limited Property
Value. This may have the af• The homeowner must be fect of reducing property tax
medically certified as 100% amount.
totally and permanently disTo learn more about this proabled by your doctor.
gram, visit https://www.asr.
• Applicant must not have pima.gov/ValuationRelief/
property (within the State of Exemption or call (520) 724Arizona) with a net Assessed 7500.

Poetry
Page
WHEN I THINK OF MY CHILDHOOD IN NEBRASKA
October was a good month
In October I see dried leaves falling off trees
and needing to be raked into piles on the dusty ground.
A special treat would be driving 35 miles to Omaha
to shop at Brandeis’ bargain basement
and then have lunch at the King Fong Café
decorated with dragons on walls of separate booths—
a little scary to me, but Daddy’s favorite place.
Occasionally we attended shows at the Orpheum Theater,
and I loved Krug Park, an amusement park
with a fun house and a very high slide
I rode down on Daddy’s lap.
The Park had lots of rides,
including swings made like airplanes
and we all got to go on our favorite rides.
We passed Father Flanagan’s “Boystown”
on the way and on the way back,
and I still feel sentimental about that place.

FOR KALUHA ( a dog )
Twelve years ago, alone you were found
Your Mom picked you up and saved you…from death at the pound
Young and afraid, alone on the street
Only by chance, your new Mom did you meet.
A new family you had, loving and caring
Food, warmth and kindness for sharing
Toys, more dogs and kids for playing
Your barks and howls…wish we knew what you were saying.
The years went by, you slowly grew older
The winters got harder, longer and colder
You’d walk in a room, stand and stare
Like me… not sure, what brought you there
Your joints got stiff, achy and sore
You couldn’t run like you used to, or play anymore.
You’d stay close to Mom, not let her out of your sight
Afraid to be alone, afraid of the night
One day you lay down, and couldn’t get up
Your life was over, no longer a pup.
Faithful, loyal, protective companion
I’m glad you were saved, and not left abandoned
Your life too short, or so it seems
I hope you’re now healthy, and playing in your dreams.
Keith Cliver

Margaret Ann Adams

Arivaca.com

YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!
Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado,
Altar Valley and Elephant
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

Appologies to Keith Cliver who submitted a poem titled
"What Now?" for the October edition and I botched/ommitted the credit line. Thanks for all your poems Keith!

Connection

Humble Discovery
by Dave Manning
It’s a crisp and sunny Saturday morning in November when I meet up with a
birdwatching group at the
Arivaca Cienega trailhead.
We introduce ourselves and
where we’re from before
quietly heading out, binoculars in hand.
Twenty minutes later I find
myself lagging behind the
company. Ahead on the
trail I see something brown
sticking above the earth.
Getting closer I note a furry
head with whiskers poking
up from a little mound of
dirt. It’s nibbling on some
grass just outside a hole in
the ground. Is it a mole, a
gopher or what? This must
be the creature that’s responsible for all those similar soil mounds I’ve been
seeing for years on my
walks.

Page 10

ter when there are birds to be
identified. After finally getting my fill of hanging out
with this new fellow creature, I join the bird group for
the remainder of our walk.
But I can unequivocally say
that none of the birds or 15
birdwatchers that day were
as interesting to me as that
little rodent was.
Back at home my mammal book reveals it to be
a Botta’s Pocket Gopher
(Thomomys bottae), specializing in an underground
life, where it spends most
of its time alone. It’s mainly
nocturnal—no wonder I’ve
not seen one before. It has
“pockets” or pouches in
its cheek for carrying nest
material and food. Its extensive system of burrows helps break up and
aerate soils. Males visit
female burrows only to
mate leaving the females
to raise their young alone.

Charmed by today’s
sighting of this little being, I remember that good
things sometimes come
in smaller packages, like
hummingbirds, butterflies, and, yes, even this
My birder friend, Bob,
humble Botta’s Pocket
comes back to see if I’m
Gopher.
all right, then finds it quite
amusing that I’m spending
so much time with this critEven though I’m able to
get close enough to take
this picture, it doesn’t seem
to mind me at all, nibbling
away with just its head out
of its burrow.
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TUBAC NATURE
CENTER PROGRAM
NOVEMBER 2021
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the 11th will be Gail Abend, an
interpretive naturalist, and on
the 20th Michael Dunn, a botanist. Contact: Michael Dunn
TUESDAYS 8 to 10 AM at dunn.levey@gmail.com.
BIRD WALKS, meet at the
NANature Center, 50 Bridge INTRODUCTORY
JOURNALING
Rd, Tubac. Sign in sheet will TURE
be outside the Nature Cen- CLASS - BEGINNING NOter door. The leader(s) for the VEMBER 1, meet in the large
day will select a section of the room at the Community CenAnza Trail for the walk. All ter, 50 Bridge Rd, Tubac. The
levels of expertise welcomed. class will be taught by artist
Bring binoculars. Contact: Jim Marilyn French-St. George.
It will meet on 6 consecutive
Karp at jkarp@syr.edu.
Monday mornings from 9 AM
NATURE WALKS NO- to 12 PM. Register now. A few
VEMBER 11 (Thursday) and openings still exist. To regis20 (Saturday) 9 to 11 AM, ter send an email to tubac.nameet at the Nature Center, ture.center.2019@gmail.com.
50 Bridge Rd, Tubac. Sign in Each session will involve both
sheet will be outside the Na- indoor and outdoor activities
ture Center door. The leader on so vaccinations, masks and

distancing will be required.

one of the premier spots in the
United States but never quite
did, now is your chance. Bring
binoculars, and a cell phone if
you like (to add an app or two
to assist in learning to identify
birds), for a slow paced walk
in the woods. Contact: Jim
Karp at jkarp@syr.edu.

JOIN THE “WALKING
STICKS” FOR FRIDAY
HIKES 8 to 11:30 AM, meet
at the Nature Center, 50 Bridge
Rd, Tubac. The hikes will be
led by Carolyn Fowler. Sign
up is by email or text. Most of
the hikes will be taken from
the book, GO TAKE A HIKE COMING IN APRIL - SCIby Bob Maurer. Contact: Car- ENCE CAMP FOR KIDS
olyn Fowler at fowlcf44@
THE BOARD OF DIRECgmail.com or 520-403-9356
TORS HAS ADOPTED A
BIRDING FOR BEGIN- POLICY LIMITING ALL NANERS 8 to 10 AM WEDNES- TURE CENTE ACTIVITIES
DAYS NOVEMBER 10 and TO FULLY VACCINATED
17, meet at the Nature Center, PERSONS UNTIL FURTHER
50 Bridge Rd, Tubac. Sign in NOTICE. THANK YOU FOR
sheet will be outside the Nature YOUR COOPERATION
Center door. If you thought
ALL NATURE CENTER
about getting into birding in
ACTIVITIES ARE FREE.
DONATIONS TO HELP US
CONTINUE THESE
ACTIVITIES
ARE
GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED.

Un-Classifieds
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or email: SazConnection@gmail.com

Arivaca Meetings & Activities
SATURDAYS
Dec 4 Shop Small Arivaca 10-2
- Find all your gifting needs in
downtown Arivaca! (hoping to
have Nov & Dec events)

Dec 11 Yuletide Twilight
Market 4-7pm. Santa, photo
FREE
NON-LETHAL So if you need help or if you booth, caroling, craft & food
RATTLESNAKE REMOVAL can help, please give us vendors, toy drive & more!
and relocating to an area away a call! See ad on page 3. (hoping to have in Nov & Dec
events)
from your home. Protect your

loved ones and our wildlife. IF YOU HAVE A DRUG
Call R.D. Ayers (520) 820- PROBLEM WE CAN HELP
Narcotics Anonymous meets
2947
in Tubac every Thursday
ACCEPTING DONATIONS! evening at 6PM at the Tubac
Arivaca Helping Hearts is Community Center, 50 Bridge
accepting donations for the Rd, TubacAZ 85646 Open to all
year! As a 501(c)3, your
donation is tax deductible.

Every Sat - 8:00 - 11:00am:
Farmers’ Market.
1st Sat - 9am - Human
Resources Rummage Sale
1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca
Water Coop meet at town water
yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct,
and Dec)
SUNDAYS:
8:30 - 10:00am on
Zoom - Tubac Buddhist
Meditation Center. email
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@
gmail.com for a link to learn about
Buddist philosophy. In-person
mtgs start May 2 for ppl with
covid vaccination.
9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga
(Comm Garden Yoga Greenhouse)
Call Glo at - 520-400-9608
2nd Sun - 4pm. Arivaca
Action Center - Board mtgs.
15925 W. Universal Ranch Rd,
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.
com
MONDAYS:
First Monday: - Arivaca
Community Center board meeting
- 5:30pm - at the community
center
3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old
Schoolhouse
Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC

2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. Fire
Dist. Auxilary - at the Fire House
Last Monday - Arivaca Area
Health Services - 4pm - meeting
at the Arivaca Action Center.
TUESDAYS:
2nd Tues of every month,
Arivaca Women & Wine, 5-7pm
at the Old Schoolhouse.
3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire
District board mtg @ Fire House
www.arivacafiredistrict.org
WEDNESDAYS:
Nov 6 Arivaca Dia de Los
Muertos Festival - Fair 10-2
downtown Arivaca, procession
5-7 pm Old Schoolhouse
2nd Weds. -3pm -Human
Resource Board Meeting. Arivaca Community Center.
Public invted.
3rd Weds. 3:30pm Arivaca
Library Book Club call 594-5239
Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30
Arivaca Action Center
THURSDAYS:
3:30pm - Gentle Yoga Old
Schoolhouse
6-7pm - Weekly Meditation
Group - Arivaca Action Center
Wellness Area (in back of
building) Sponsored by PHP, free
and open to everyone!
3rd Thurs - 1 pm - Friends of
the Arivaca Schoolhouse Board
meeting - Arivaca Schoolhouse.
520-237-8770
FRIDAYS:
1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm
Arivaca Action Center
3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of
the Arivaca Library - Board
Meeting

