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It could be said that Don 
Pedro J. Aguirre, Jr. found-

ed the town of Arivaca as we 
know it.  Although the area 
had been occupied by Native 
Americans, Mexican ranchers 
and Anglo miners for many 
years, when Don Pedro and 
his family settled here civili-
zation arrived.  They began 
the establishment of a real 
town, complete with officials, 
a school, post office and per-
haps a church.

Don Pedro J. Aguirre, Jr. was 
a pioneer of the hardiest stock 
with a family to match.  He 
was born in 1835 in Chihua-
hua, Mexico, the second son 
of Don Pedro J. Aguirre the el-
der.  Because of political trou-
bles, the family left Mexico at 
the point of a gun and came to 
Las Cruces, New Mexico in 
1852 where the father estab-
lished the three oldest sons, 
Epifanio, Pedro and Conrado,  
in the freighting business on 
the Santa Fe Trail.  The broth-
ers obtained contracts with the 
U.S. government to supply the 
military posts newly estab-
lished in the territory acquired 
from Mexico.  Using mule 
teams, they traveled from In-
dependence, Missouri to San-
ta Fe.  With the opening up of 
the territory, they traded as far 
south as Hermosillo.  Don Pe-

dro, Sr. died in 1866 in Mesil-
la, New Mexico.

Don Pedro, Jr established a 
store in Altar, Sonora, a town 
on the stage route.  It was 
there that he met and mar-
ried Doña Ana Maria Redon-
do, the daughter of the former 
governor of Sonora.  Dolores, 
Pedro's sister, was married to 
Mariano Samaniego, pioneer 
Tucson businessman, also 
from Chihuahua.  Eventually 
the Aguirres were related by 
marriage to many of the prom-
inent families in Southern Ar-
izona.

Around 1859 the Aguirres 
began a freighting business 
between Tucson and points 
south.  Arivaca was an import-
ant stage stop on this route.  It 
was on one of these trips that 
Epifanio was killed by Indians 
near Sasabe in 1870.  Epifanio 
was married to Mary "Mamie" 
Bernard, of Westport, Missou-
ri, which was on the Santa Fe 
Trail.  She would later make 
a name for herself as an au-
thority on Native American 
folklore and as an instructor 
of Spanish at the University 
of Arizona.  In the 1870s her 
brothers, Noah W. and A. C. 
Bernard, followed her to Ar-
izona.  Noah soon moved to 
Arivaca, and with the help of 
his in-law Don Pedro Agu-
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irre, Jr, began a long career as 
a merchant and rancher.  Don 
Pedro and then Noah had a 
store in the long gray build-
ing (built in 1858) across the 
street from La Gitana, which 
has had many occupants since 
that time.

Meanwhile, Don Pedro had 
established a ranch and named 
it the Buenos Ayres (original 
spelling Ayres). He had the 
pick of all the land in the ter-
ritory, and chose the land for 
his home that is now the head-
quarters of the Buenos Aires 
Wildlife Refuge.   Originally 
a stage stop, this ranch was 
to become a showplace of the 
Territory.  In the early 1880s 
he built a lake, which enabled 
him to irrigate crops of corn 
and beans.  He raised both cat-
tle and sheep.  In June 1891 he 
obtained one of the first home-
stead patents in the area, and 
by 1903 he had 1100 acres of 
patented land in the Altar Val-
ley.

In the 1870s the Aguirres were 
living in Arivaca. Ana Maria 
and Don Pedro had two daugh-
ters, Margarita and Beatriz and 
a son, Jose Maria.  Ana Maria 
died in 1886. Beatriz married 
Robert Wood and Margari-
ta married Manuel Redondo.  
Jose Maria married Carlota 
Garcia and they had a boy, 
Pedro and a girl, Anita. Sadly 
for poor baby Anita, her father 
died in a fistfight in 1904, three 
days after she was born and 
during the party that celebrat-
ed her birth. Anita grew up to 
marry Leonard Hamilton and 
became the mother of Diane 

Charlotte Hamilton Caviglia, 
after whom our Caviglia-Ari-
vaca Library is named.

Another of Don Pedro's broth-
ers, Indalecio, had established 
himelf  in Arivaca.  Don Pe-
dro built a home in Arivaca 
or, according to one source, 
renovated an existing house.  
This house was unfortunate-
ly razed to make room for the 
(new) Post Office but we have 
a photo of it. 

In 1870 he reportedly presided 
over a meeting in Arivaca in 
which a council, marshal and 
other town officials were cho-
sen.  There was an attempt to 
locate, map, and incorporate a 
townsite in 1879.  Don Pedro's 
civic interests extended to 
Pima County, and in 1878 he 
was elected to the Pima Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors.  He 
was one of the first members 
of the Arizona Pioneer's His-
torical Society.

There was a statewide move to 
establish schools spearheaded 
by Governor A.P.K. Safford.  
In 1879, Don Pedro was instru-
mental in establishing the Ari-
vaca School District and built 
the Arivaca School at his own 
expense. Mary "Mamie" Ber-
nard Aguirre may have been 
the first teacher, but we don't 
have documentation. She had 
moved to Arivaca about that 
time from a previous post near 
Benson where Apaches were 
raiding. However, she was re-
corded as teaching at Ariva-
ca in 1884. According to the 
1880 census, there were about 
300 people living in the area 

at that time; many of them sin-
gle men but there were enough 
children to warrant the pres-
ence of a school.   Later Pe-
dro was responsible for the...

continued on p.5...
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La Abuelita
by Kristel Denise Barragan, 
grado 4 San Fernando

Pues, una abuelita que 
vive en un zapato hace 

cobijas, cuece y también teje 
y hace vestidos. También 
hornea pasteles y galletas y 
invita a comer a sus hijos y a 
sus nietos. Va a caminar con 
su esposo y duermen para 
descansar. Cuida a sus nietos 
y también visita a todos sus 

hijos. Limpia y va al doc-
tor para que le receten sus 
medicinas y se las toma. La 
abuelita y su esposo prepa-
ran la cena y toda la familia 
come juntos. Cuando están 
llenos, la abuelita les lee a 
sus nietos un cuento para 

que se vayan a dormir. Cuan-
do se quedan dormidos, la 
abuelita va de paseo con su 
esposo. El esposo y la abuel-
ita se juntan en la chimenea 
y leen. El humo sale por los 
hoyos en el zapato.  Era una 
familia feliz y fin. 
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building of another school at 
the Buenos Ayres Ranch. 

Don Pedro's business interests 
were extensive.  In 1882 he 
was involved with the estab-
lishment of the Arivaca Land 
and Cattle Company and a suit 
to clarify title to the Arivaca 
land grant, but was not able 
to acquire any land as a result 
of it.  It took till 1902 for the 
Supreme Court to make a fi-
nal decision, and they disal-
lowed the grant. Sometime in 
the early 1880s, the Aguirre 
family apparently left Arivaca 

and moved to the new hacien-
da at the Buenos Ayres Ranch.  
As was the custom with many 
ranchers who could afford to 
do so, they also had a home in 
Tucson.  Left in Arivaca were 
Noah W. Bernard and Ynda-
lecio Aguirre, who carried on 
with the businesses started 
by the older Aguirres.  The 
widowed Don Pedro (age 66) 
married Magdalena Ortiz (age 
16) in 1901 and had two more 
children, Elena and Amalia. 
At his death in 1907, Don Pe-
dro was eulogized as one of 
the most prominent pioneers 
of Southern Arizona. The two 
older girls, Margarita and Be-
atriz, and his wife Magdalena 

inherited the Buenos Ayres 
Ranch and sold it to La Osa 
Land and Cattle Company.

Friends of the Arivaca School-
house and Historic Townsite, 
Inc. is  the custodian of Pedro 
Aguirre’s old Schoolhouse, 
now on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

(Let's hope we can keep track 
of all the Pedro Aguirres that 
appear in this story. For an in-

teresting account of the greater 
Aguirre family, see Echoes of 
the Conquistadores by Yjinio 
Aguirre, Journey of the Heart 
by Annette Gray and "In the 
land of good winds: an infor-
mal history of Buenos Aires 
Ranch,"by Betty Leavengood, 
The Journal of Arizona His-
tory, Vol 47, No. 1, Spring 
2006.)

Arivaca Town Founders: Don Pe-
dro Aguirre ...continued from p.3
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Tales from the Garden: 
Metamorphosis is not 

just for Monarchs

This fall, Uno and I have 
gotten to witness one of 

the most magical events on 
earth: the metamorphosis of 
three Monarch caterpillars 
into butterflies.   This in-
credible gift came to us from 
Coya Steele Silverlake, who 
as many Arivacans know, is 
a Monarch expert that also 
grows multiple species of 
their favorite food, milkweed.

In late October, Coya loaned 
us a mesh enclosure con-
taining one of her milkweed 
plants, which already had 
two Monarch caterpillars vo-
raciously feeding on it.  Later 
on, she brought over a third 
caterpillar to add to the par-
ty. Each caterpillar was in 
a different phase of growth 
(called an instar) and the “el-
dest” one created its chrysalis 
on November 3rd.  After 17 
days inside, a beautiful but-

terfly emerged (called eclo-
sure) on a sunny afternoon, 
and within a few hours took 
its first flight.  Uno was able 
to keep watch over the whole 
process, and to capture his 
eyewitness experience with 
photos and videos.  During 
that same 17 days, I was an 
eyewitness to a different kind 
of metamorphosis 1800 miles 

away, but no less dramat-
ic: someone very dear to us 
emerging from a near-death 
health crisis with signs of a 
full recovery.  

Thinking about metamorpho-
sis in this new way made me 
also think of my childhood.  
Monarchs and other butter-
flies were plentiful in the 
tall grass and wildflowers of 

semi-rural Northern Indi-
ana in the 1970’s, which I 
was lucky enough to be able 
to wander through freely.  I 
spent many hours absorbed 
in all the sights and sounds 
there, yet I wonder how many 
times I walked right past a 
chrysalis without noticing 
that part of the magic around 
me.  Perhaps the struggles of 
my own metamorphosis from 
child to adult was a distrac-
tion…

The second caterpillar creat-
ed its chrysalis on Novem-
ber 5th and emerged from it 
20 days later, after I had re-
turned home to Arivaca and 
welcomed three family mem-
bers visiting for the Thanks-
giving holiday.  This time, 
the butterfly waited to eclose 
until just after we all left to 
have dinner at the commu-
nity center!  And who could 
blame her for wanting peace 
and quiet for this incredi-
ble undertaking.  I can only 
imagine how it feels to burst 
through and unfold from that 
tiny “sleeping bag”, then to 
stretch your wings and take 
to the sky.   Thankfully, “Dot-
tie” (as the kids named her) 
waited to take her first flight 
after we all got back to watch 
her practice walking and 
hopping around the top of the 
mesh enclosure.  

My mother loved all kinds of 
wildlife, but her favorite was 
butterflies.  She chose it for 

Dottie Andher Chrysalis. Photo by Emily Bishton.
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the emblem of the non-prof-
it she founded in the mid-
1970s, as a way to symbol-
ize women emerging from 
their own chrysalis after 
traumatic life changes.   The 
word metamorphosis literal-
ly means “big change”, and 
my mother’s own childhood 
caused this choice of em-
blems as well as the rest of 
her life’s work.  I know she 
would have absolutely loved 
our move to “butterfly land” 

(aka Arivaca), and I think of 
her every time one of these 
winged wonders graces me 
with a flutter-by.   In this way, 
even though I will always 
miss her deeply, she helps 
keep me smiling through all 
metamorphosis that 
happen in my life 
journey.

The third caterpillar 
created its chrysalis 
on November 12th 
and perhaps because 
of the cooler weath-

er, lingered there the longest.  
On December 3rd when it 
eclosed, both Uno and I were 
there to witness it together. 
This whole experience has 
been a transformative expe-
rience for us too, deepening 
our resolve to do whatever 
we can to nurture this majes-
tic yet fragile insect to keep 
visiting the Arivaca area as 
part of its journey.  Thanks to 
Coya’s dedicated seed saving 
and wise consult, planting 

and growing our own “milk-
weed farms” at our home gar-
den and all around the dance-
hall, as well as creating beau-
tiful and educational butter-
fly murals throughout the 

dancehall property, are some 
of our goals for 2022. We 
hope many more residents of 
Southern Arizona will join in 
this effort too!   

For more photos and some 
amazing video of the meta-
morphosis of these three but-
terflies, visit ebishton.blog-
spot.com.  This month's post 
also links to Coya's March, 

Waiting for Dottie. Photo byEmily Bishton.

May, and September 2021 
issues of The Connection, 
which contain much more 
info on the spring and fall 
Monarch migration, creat-
ing butterfly habitat in your 
own garden, and lists of great 
non-profit organizations 
dedicated to nurturing these 
winged wonders. 
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Arivaca Early Learning 
Center

Submitted by Miss Nathalie

Happy New Year!  We wish 
you all a wonderful 2022. 

We would like to thank a few 
organizations for their support 
during the holidays:  Ariva-
ca-Caviglia Library (we love 
all of the books we borrow 
from you), Angel Heart Pa-
jama Project (books and pjs), 
United Way (Stay and Plays), 
Green Valley Lions Club (vi-
sion screenings).  We appreci-
ate working with many orga-
nizations throughout the year, 
and look forward to hearing 
and dental screenings in the 
spring.

Not sure how many of you know 
about our wacky Wednesdays.  
Each week we have fun and 
wear mis-matched socks, or 
shirts with animals, or we have 
boot or pajama day, sometimes 
it’s just crazy hair or inside out 
day.  It is some fun . Teachers, 
volunteers and children partic-
ipate.  In January we will have 
favorite color day, dinosaur 
day, stripes or polka dots, and 
cowboy/cowgirl day.

We are continuing to learn 
about our planet Earth, from 
North to South and West to 
East.  In December we “trav-
eled” to Egypt, and spoke a 
little about bananas, gold, pyr-
amids…and pirates!  We usu-
ally can point out Arizona on 

a flat map, and North America 
on a globe.  We are quite fas-
cinated by penguins in Ant-
arctica and Jaguars in South 
America.  We have wooden 
shoes from the Netherlands, 
a Russian stacking doll, and 
a book about Uruguay and 
it’s lighthouses.  Not to for-
get about our little town, we 
have transformed the dramat-
ic play area into a rendition of 
the Arivaca Mercantile, with a 
cash register, full shelves, and 
smiling cashiers.  Next door is 
the “Hungry Caterpillar Cafe,” 
serving up many delicacies.

Our artist of the month is Eric 
Carle.  We will be painting cat-
erpillars or butterflies on can-
vas this month.  We learned 
a lot about shapes in Decem-
ber, and are now working on 
sorting items by size (but-
tons, wooden people, natural 
items).  Book of the month is 

“The Very Hungry Caterpil-
lar,” which teaches us about 
predictability, sorting foods 
into fruits and vegetables and 
sweets, and transformation.  
We are also working on recog-
nition of colors, and are learn-
ing the names in English and 
Spanish. 

So from here to there, we are 
learning everywhere! 
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The air is a parent playing a part in all
whether apparent there’s an ion in play
In apart of every particle…
(+)Plus or (-)minus an article.

Daniel Emile Figueroa

IF ONLY

Her movements belied her age
It wasn’t until she came closer
That the make-up hidden wrinkles, yellowed teeth and 
hair that reeked of cigarette smoke became noticeable.

My brother Greg was with me
The Greg I remember, before his mind vanished.

She said to come by and see her, even later that night.
I might have done just that, because it felt nice to be wanted.
And it was nice to spend time with my brother…
Even if only in a dream.

Keith Cliver
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Wildlife
by Dave Manning

Once upon a time on Christ-
mas Day my wife and I de-

cided to go to the Buenos Aires 
National Wildlife Refuge to en-
joy the Pronghorn Drive, a 10 
mile gravel loop road. We hoped 
to spot some wildlife on this spe-
cial day.

The weather was delightful and 
a sea of grass stretched out be-
fore us, towered over by the 
mysterious Baboquivari Peak, 
sacred mountain to the Tohono 
O’Odham.   

About half way around the loop, 
we saw an object in the distance. 
Could it be a Pronghorn? Strain-
ing our eyes, we finally got close 
enough to see a stubby fellow 
in camouflage dress, sitting on 
the ground next to an ATV, cell 
phone in one hand and beer can 
in the other with a couple of oth-
er empties scattered nearby. Not 
being a hunter and preferring 
to see all my wildlife alive, nor 
an ATV fan either, particularly 
out here where all desert life is 
so sensitive to impact, I was not 
particularly impressed with what 
I saw. This wasn’t the type of 
wildlife I was expecting.

My wife shouted out the window, 
“Are you OK?”

”Yea, my ATV broke down. I’m 
a hunter.” We saw the hand gun 
on his hip. “I called a friend in 
Tucson to come help me, but he 
can’t get here til long after dark. 
My campsite is over there,” he 
motioned, “near the end of this 
road.”

We hadn’t seen another vehicle 

on the loop road that day. Nei-
ther had he. We offered to take 
him to his campsite. He agreed, 
thinking it an easier place for his 
friend to find him. We plopped 
him in the back seat of our little 
red Mazda and carried on.

He asked, “What are you doing 
out here on Christmas Day?”

“We like wildlife and wanted to 
see what we could find. What 
better gift could we ask for than 
being out here today? We shoot 
animals with a camera,” I of-
fered, waving my camera his 
way.

 We shared some of our cookies, 
and he shared that he recently 
became divorced and came out 
here to “help clear his head.” He 
talked of a son, now living with 
his ex-wife, who sometimes ac-
companies him on his hunting 
trips. He told us that he too 
loves this massive 118,000 
acre Refuge and its wildlife, 
and is sometimes impassioned 
to kill an animal for the ulti-
mate sport, using the meat as a 
food source. I had an uncom-
fortable feeling in my stom-
ach. 

 He went on, describing in de-
tail the descriptions and hab-
its of Deer, Javalina, Foxes, 
Cougars and others, things 
he’s observed right here on 
the Refuge, clearly revealing 
his keen insights and appre-
ciation of all things wild. His 
passion for Nature was evi-
dent. Boy, this fellow knows 
so much more than I do about 
this place, I thought to myself. 
He also spoke of educating his 
son about the natural world.  
For several more minutes we 

enjoyed a lesson in Mother Na-
ture from this unexpected source.

About 4 miles from the disabled 
ATV, we rolled into his campsite, 
where sat his truck with an ATV 

carrier attached. “Thank you so 
much. I never thought I’d be res-
cued by tree huggers.”  I glanced 
at my wife. Knowing how cold it 
can get in the winter desert after 
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sunset I asked, “Will you be all 
right?” 

“Sure, my friend will eventually 
arrive. Meanwhile, I’ll start a fire 
and I’ve got food in the truck. I’ll 
be fine.”

We waved over our shoulders as 
we left. “Speaking of tree hug-
gers,” I said to my wife, “I guess 
if anyone’s a hugger of trees and 
other things wild, that fellow 
certainly is. I’m somewhat em-
barrassed about my first impres-
sion of this guy. He truly loves 
the outdoors and what it offers 
up, perhaps even more than I do! 
What a gift this has been. Tree 
huggers all today!”  

Dame Nature never disappoints, 
no matter what kind of wildlife 
she offers up.

My Own World (Planet)
By Aricel Yamilet Duarte Braca-
monte, Grade 6 San Fernando 
School

This is a story about when I 
was a kid and I had crazy 

dreams. 

One normal day I was going to 
school and our teacher Porter 
said “Today we will learn about 
planets. We will do an activity 
imagining new planets after we 
learn about the ones we already 
know about.” After the lesson, 
I asked the teacher nervously,  
“what would your dream world 
be like?” That is when all of this 
started.

I went back home thinking about 
what Porter said. My mom al-
ready made a delicious dinner for 
us so that we could sleep better. 

I went to bed and asked myself 
“what will my dream world be 
like?” My mom always invents 
a bedtime story based on what I 
learned in school that day. That 
night, it was about our own plan-
ets.  The planet she imagined was 
bigger than our galaxy and had 
way more water than land.

When I finally fell asleep, I 
dreamt about my very own plan-
et. It was awesome. It was my 
favorite color purple, and every-
body was invincible. There were 
robots that worked instead of 
people and everything was free 
so nobody had to rob each oth-
er. It was very cool. It was all my 
dreams put into one dream. There 
was no plastic, no waste of food 
or stuff, no killers. There were 
excellent schools, no bullies, no 
poor people, fair rules and no 
harming trees. 

I went to school the next day and 
told the teacher Porter I want-
ed to stay inside to write what I 
dreamt about and share it with 
the class. When all the students 
came back, I shared my story. I 
was panicked to share my story. I 
thought nobody was going to like 
it. But I took a deep breath, and 
I did it. 

When I was done sharing, ev-
erybody clapped except the class 
bully. When it was lunch time, he 
said, “It is so bad, it is a dream. It 
is never going to come true.” He 
was bad with everybody because 
his family hit him a lot. So he had 
a lot of unpositive thinking. 

“Yes, maybe my dream will not 
come true but I can always visit 
my world when I am asleep.” I 
told the bully. 

The bully said, “The world is aw-
ful, it will never be good. 
I hate everybody, no one 
has ever liked me for the 
way I am.” 

And I replied “May-
be, but one day a smart 
person told me that the 
world is bad and good. 
The only important thing 
is what you think is im-
portant. And the only 
thing that is not import-
ant is what you think is 
not important. And, I 
can be your friend, but 
stop being mean to peo-
ple. You can come to my 
house if you need any-
thing.”

If we act like we are 
living in the worlds we 
dream about, then maybe 
this world can change. 
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Un-Classifieds

FREE NON-LETHAL 
R A T T L E S N A K E 
REMOVAL and 
relocating to an area 
away from your home. 
Protect your loved ones 
and our wildlife. Call 
R.D. Ayers (520) 820-
2947
A C C E P T I N G 
DONATIONS!  Arivaca 
Helping Hearts is 
accepting donations for 
the year!  As a 501(c)3, 
your donation is tax 

deductible.  So if you 
need help or if you can 
help, please give us a 
call! See ad on page 3.
IF YOU HAVE A 
DRUG PROBLEM WE 
CAN HELP Narcotics 
Anonymous meets 
in TubaAc every 
Thursday evening 
at 6PM at the Tubac 
Community Center, 
50 Bridge Rd, Tubac 
AZ 85646  Open to all

Meetings & ActivitiesMeetings & Activities
SATURDAYS

Every Sat - 8:00 - 11:00am: 
Farmers’ Market. 

1st Sat - 9am - Human 
Resources Rummage Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca 
Water Coop meet at town 
water yard (Feb, April, June, 
Aug, Oct, and Dec)

SUNDAYS:

8:30–10:00am -Tubac 
Buddhist Meditation 
Center. 2247 East Frontage 
Road, Tubac. Email 
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@
gmail.com for Zoom link

9:30-10:30am - Heat 
Yoga (Comm Garden Yoga 
Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-
400-9608

2nd - 4pm. Arivaca Action 
Center - Board mtgs. 15925 
W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.
com

MONDAYS:

First Monday: - Arivaca 
Community Center board 
meeting - 5:30pm - at the 
community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old 
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings 
ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. 
Fire Dist. Auxilary - at the Fire 
House

Last Monday - Arivaca 
Area Health Services - 4pm - 
meeting at the Arivaca Action 
Center.

TUESDAYS: 

2nd Tues of every month, 
Arivaca Women & Wine, 
5-7pm at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca 
Fire District board mtg 
@ Fire House   www.
arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

2nd Weds. -3pm  -Human 
Resource Board Meeting. - 
Arivaca Community Center. 
Public invted.

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca 
Library Book Club call 594-
5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 
Arivaca Action Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

6-7pm - Weekly Meditation 
Group - Arivaca Action Center 
Wellness Area (in back of 
building) Sponsored by PHP, 
free and open to everyone!

3rd Thurs - 1 pm - Friends 
of the Arivaca Schoolhouse 
Board meeting - Arivaca 
Schoolhouse. 520-237-8770

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm 
Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of 
the Arivaca Library - Board 
Meeting 


