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ArivAcA YesterdAYs 
George Pusch, land baron
by Mary Kasulaitis

Connection                                                                                                          Page 2

CONNECTION
POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601         

SazConnection@gmail.com 

• Published monthly as an open 
forum journal. 

• All contributions are welcome, 
but should be less than 1,000 
words for general interest or 250 
words for public notice articles.

•Emails with attachments 
preferred

• DEADLINE: 20th of each month
The open forum format is for ideas, 

opinions, experiences, whatever you 
want to share with the world. Your 
submission must not use libelous, 
profane or vulgar language.

•  All rights reserved 

• Articles are solely the property 
of the named contributor, reprint 
or use without their permission is 
prohibited.

• Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or 
the advertisers.

STAFF:  
Publisher- Kristen Randall
Layout Manager- Michael Landrum

CONTRIBUTORS:

          Discount!
   B&W Color  Prepaid Price
Business Card 2x3 15 25  12.50/20      
Eco. Banner 2x5 32 50  25/42         
Index Card 3x5 48 75  40/62           
Standard 4x5  64 98  54/82           
Big Block 5x5  80 122  66/102         
Standard Large 8x5 125 180  105/150       
Half Page 10x5.6 160 230  134/192       
Full Page 10x11.25 300 420  250/350       

Southern Arizona 
Connection Ad 

Ratesheet

• Additional ad dimensions available
• Ad design free of charge
• No contracts to sign
• Ad costs are payable in advance of 

publication. billing available with 
online payment

• Distributed in Arivaca, Amado, 
Tubac. Green Valley, Sahuarita and 
Tucson

• Contact sazConnection@gmail.com 
for information

• Support YOUR local, open forum 
newspaper!

Submit your poetry, letters and arti-
cles to Connection!  

SAZConnection@gmail.com

George Pusch's name is on one of 
Arivaca's main streets, which be-

gins at the junction with Ruby Road 
and eventually becomes the Ariva-
ca-Sasabe Road as it leaves town go-
ing northwest. So who was George 
Pusch, and why was his name on a 
street?

George Pusch was born in Germany 
in 1847 and came to the United States 
in 1865 along with a Swiss friend, 
John Zellweger.  Both were trained as 
meat cutters or butchers. After a short 
while in New York, they decided to 
go west. It is possible that George had 
heard of Henry Miller, also a German 
immigrant, who was about 10 years 
older and who had made a name for 
himself in California. Miller's enor-
mous cattle ranches extended, they 
said, from Sacramento to the Mex-
ican border!  (See California Cow-
boys by Dane Coolidge) Be that as 
it may, he may have been the model 
that George wanted to follow, and he 
did!  Perhaps not as extensively as 
Miller, but very successfully in south-
ern Arizona. Most people have heard 
of Pusch Ridge in the Santa Catalina 
mountains, or Steam Pump Ranch in 
the Oro Valley area. Those are linked 
to George Pusch. He also had a ranch 
in the San Pedro Valley north of San 
Manuel and was a partner in the Ari-
vaca Land and Cattle Company. He 
also owned many valuable properties 
in downtown Tucson.

After George got to California, he 
soon decided to go to Arizona, ar-
riving in Tucson in 1874.  Zellweger 
soon followed. According to George's 
grandson, Henry Zipf, they pooled 
their resources and bought part of the 
Canyon del Oro Ranch, set up a steam 
pump and began to provided water 
for cattle being shipped to market. 
(The more they drank, the more they 
weighed.) They would have had a set 
of corrals to keep the transient cattle 

under control. They registered the PZ 
brand. Most successful ranchers had 
a side business such a butchering or 
providing a stopping place for travel-
ers, and they were no exception.  The 
two operated a butcher shop in Tucson 
for many years, providing it with cat-
tle from their ranches. In a few years, 
two German girls, Mathilde Feldman 
and Sophie Sieling, arrived in Tucson 
and ended up marrying George and 
John. Significantly, they were always 
legal partners in the land and busi-
nesses that their husbands developed. 

George bought a ranch located be-
tween Mammoth and Winkelman on 
the San Pedro River and called it the 
PZ Ranch. On this ranch he  built a 
town called Feldman, after his wife's 
maiden name. Zellweger sold his in-
terest in this ranch and bought another 
ranch further north. George began to 
acquire parcels of land methodical-
ly so that he could eventually have a 
large ranch in private hands. Some-
times this was known as the San Pedro 
Ranch and sometimes the Feldman 
Ranch. If anything can be said about 
George Pusch, it is that his ability to 
acquire valuable land indicated a deep 
knowledge and understanding of land 
law, as it existed then,  and how to ma-
nipulate it. In other words, he was a 
wheeler dealer.

From the 1870s through the early 
1900s, there was no fencing laws nor 
National Forest, so having a num-
ber of cowboys was necessary for 
the ranch owner especially if he had 
several thousand head.  George never 
called himself a cowboy, but he loved 
ranching and the cattle business. 
When he came west, it was with a pair 
of red cowboy boots! One story says 
he was in a corral when a "wild steer 
took after him, and as George ran for 
the fence his belt came loose and his 
trousers slipped, throwing him flat on 
his face. Luckily a cowboy shot and 
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killed the steer in time to prevent in-
jury and as George got to his feet he 
exclaimed, "Py Gott, dot vas close!" 
(Arizona Cattlelog, Jan. 1949)  

To serve the cattle industry, he was 
chairman of the Territorial Livestock 
Sanitary Board.  He was also involved 
in politics:  he served in the Territorial 
Legislature twice, was a member of 
the State Constitutional Convention 
in 1912 and was on the Tucson City 
Council. It was probably during these 
political years that he got acquainted 
with Noah W. Bernard and John Bo-
gan, who owned the Bogan and Ber-
nard Cattle Company in Arivaca. The 
three first got involved together in an 
Tucson Ice and Cold Storage business 
in Tucson.  Then they formed the Pus-
ch and Bernard Cattle Company (with 
Zellweger), under the brand BXP. 
When Noah W. Bernard died in 1907, 
Pusch and Zellweger bought out his 
rights, leaving his son, Noah C Ber-
nard, with 500 shares in the company. 
The affiliated group then formed the 
Arivaca Land and Cattle Company, 
incorporated by George Pusch, John 
Zellweger, NC Bernard, John Bogan 
and Ramon Ahumada, who had been 
the mayordomo or manager. It was 
shortly before this point in time that 
the Arivaca Land Grant was disal-
lowed, opening up the Arivaca valley 
to homesteading.   Between 1911 and 
1915 George showed his land law 
acumen and filed on 18 parcels of 
land as assignee for other individu-
als, none of who ever lived in Arivaca 
and some of whom were dead.  After 
they were proved up, George, or his 
estate, owned the land. Most of the 
parcels were not the ordinary 160 acre 
homestead, but were 40 or 80 acres. 
However, they were in the valuable 
bottomlands of Arivaca valley. They 
had water.  He then transferred these 
parcels into the ALCC. Most of these 
are now part of the 40s.

In 1915 the ALCC applied for the 
Arivaca federal townsite, which was 
like a homestead but for a town.  Why 
they did this isn't clear, but I would 
speculate that it was a way to cor-
ral squatters onto town lots to keep 
them off the ranch land,  to make 
money selling lots, and/or to protect 
the more valuable arable land which 

they might acquire. (The townsite is 
situated on a shale outcropping and 
the rest of the soil is hard rocky clay.) 
Prior to application, in 1914, a civil 
engineer, E.C.Dietrich, was hired to 
survey the townsite. There were two 
public blocks: the Cemetery and the 
School, and these still remain as part 
of the townsite under the trusteeship 
of the Presiding Judge of Pima Coun-
ty Superior Court. The rest of the lots 
were auctioned off, over the years, up 
until they were all sold in 1968. But 
perhaps a major reason was because 
of some troubles that started back in 
1908.  In 1919 there was a hearing 
between the ALCC, George Pusch 
and the townspeople of Arivaca re-
garding the SE quarter of the quarter-
section that had been designated as a 
townsite. Supposedly it was issued to 
George Pusch in error, back in 1908. 
He had turned it over to the ALCC, 
and it was on this parcel that the Mer-
cantile was built. However there were 
other people living on that parcel and 
the ownership was no longer clear. In 
1908,  Judge Kirkpatrick had desig-
nated 160 acres on which the towns-
people could live, but had supposedly 
left out that SE quarter and it had not 
been included on an official map. It 
not being marked, Pusch had felt free 
to apply for it, and it was granted to 
him. In addition, Dr Ball had been 
issued 40 acres in error by the land 
office: this same 40. But he had mag-
nanimously given it back to the gov-
ernment and received from it the 40 
acres elsewhere that he thought he had 
applied for. By applying for a federal 
townsite, the ALCC could legally ob-
tain the land. After the 1919 hearing, 
the southeast quarter of the quarter 
section remained in the hands of the 
Arivaca Land and Cattle Company, 
later the Arivaca Ranch. The Arivaca 
Mercantile, old Hotel, St Ferdinand's 
Catholic Church, Arivaca Library and 
some homes are on that 40 acres. (Un-
til 1950 the Hotel and Store were sold 
as one property, only being split into 
two after Marge Schwanderlik Prevor 
retired and sold the store.) 

George and Matilda Feldman Pusch 
had 9 children, two of whom died in 
childhood. The surviving children 
were: Gertrude, George, Henrietta, 
Wilhelmina, Mabel, Fritz and Walter. 

(Gertrude's eldest, Henry Zipf, was 
active in protecting the Steam Pump 
Ranch historical site in the 2000s.)

In 1915, George Pusch suffered a 
massive stroke which incapacitated 
him for the rest of his life. Mathil-
da was appointed as guardian of his 
many properties and interests. He 
passed away in 1921 but she lived un-
til 1933.  John Zellweger passed away 

in 1923, survived by his wife Sophie 
who lived until 1948.  All are buried 
in Evergreen Cemetery. John Zellwe-
ger also has his name on an Arivaca 
street, along with the other owners of 
the Arivaca Land and Cattle Compa-
ny, including George Pusch. There is 
no question but that George Pusch had 
an indelible effect on the development 
of Arivaca valley.
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To the Community of Arivaca,

Please be advised that I am no 
longer associated with Arivaca 

Helping Hearts.

For assistance call Treasurer,  Linda 
Cook: 208-249-6106, huntandgath-
ergalleria@gmail.com.

For any other inquiries call: Presi-
dent,  Frank Grieco: 520-223-1907, 
frankggrieco@gmail.com, 

Secretary, Lea Anspach: 520-305-
1983, jimleaanspach@gmail.com

Vice President, John Burke: 914-
330-7808, johnburke0317@gmail.
com

Please do not call me at 398-3032 
or 419-5506.

Thanks,

Beth Lusby

In memory of…  

We had the first anniversary of 
my beloved husband Joe Klein-

holz’s passing on December 13, 2020.

He was a husband, a father, a son, a 
son-in-law, a brother-in-law, and a 
friend. He was also a valiant warrior 
who fought an intense battle with a 
foe (Cancer) who ultimately won but 
did not destroy. He deserved a place 

where there is no pain. He loved his 
family, friends, and Arivaca, but in 
the last years he became more, or less 
homebound. I hope many of you still 
remember him.

In this time of remembrance, I look to 
words that our daughter Ronja wrote 
for his memorial back in March.

Ronja wrote:

He was goofy and funny and always 
knew what to do even when he didn’t. 
Any question that I had he had an an-
swer to. And any help that I needed he 
gave me. 

He could do anything, build anything, 
make anything. He was a motorcyclist, 
DJ, a firefighter, a florist, a gardener, 
a builder, an architect, a friend, a hus-
band, a dad, and probably a lot more. 
He was everything and anything all at 
the same time. 

But my favorite thing was that he was 
my best friend in the whole world. He 
understood me when no one else did 
and always gave me the benefit of the 
doubt even if I didn’t deserve it. 

He taught me how to be goofy, and 
stubborn, and fun. 

He was my cheerleader and always 
made sure to tell me that I was a su-
pergirl, and he was a superhero just the 
same. 

He wished me a happy day every day 
even if he said to have a happy Tues-
day on a Wednesday. 

And he was my absolute best game 

partner. I would pay serious, serious 
money to be able to beat him at Yaht-
zee again. Or to play him in Monopoly 
Deal. 

He got dealt a really bad hand. And he 
didn’t deserve it. He wanted to be 100 
and he should have been allowed to. 
He would have been the coolest 100 
year old in the world. 

I have never really cared too much if 
heaven existed or not because I have 
never really wanted to see someone 
that I just cannot see. But I hope there’s 
some version now. 

And I hope he’s dancing and I hope 
he’s playing games and drinking beer. 
And I hope there’s a lot of Snickers 
bars and tuna on everything. 

I love him and I’ll miss him for the rest 
of my life. 

We will miss him but know that his 
spirit lives on in all of us. We will nev-
er forget him and will always love him.

Submitted by Robin Kleinholz, 

Arivaca Resident since 2007
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Arivaca Human Resource’sVal-
ued People:
Ken Burns

Ken was born in Brooklyn, New 
York and the proud father of 5, 

proud grandfather of 7 and super proud 

of 1 great grand-son! Before settling 
here in Arivaca, Ken was able to live in 
Germany, NYC and the Chicago sub-
urbs. Drafted into Vietnam, Ken served 
our nation for four years, earning the 
rank of Army Captain. For work and 
education, Ken was inspired by sci-
ence and pursued a Bachelors in Bi-
ology as well as a Masters in Finance 
which sent him on his way to work 
for Citibank for 37 years, 9.5 years at 
the Home Depot, 6 years at one of the 
oldest campgrounds in America, with 
his wife Linda. Hobbies have includ-
ed golf, bike riding and sports. Why 
Arivaca? Because his son lets him and 
their 2 cats squat, (haha) thanks Ken Jr! 
Ken and his wife Linda have lived here 
for 10 years, this April! Why AHRG? 

Let us remember those who 
passed in 2021:

Wade Webb
Gerald Lindsey
Mary Beckham
Jody Gibbs
Bob Gleixner
Bruce Hall
Tom Duddleston
Larry Whalen
Cheyenne "Sid" Updyke
Hacklene Townsend Culling
Scott Charles
Andrea Meine
Roger Brandt
William Durbin
Nancy Baum Johnson
Byrd Baylor
Matthew Cheek
Paul Van Fossen
Curt Ostrom
Gilbert Sotelo
Bill Kurtz
Patricia Dungan
Carol Roberts Hill

Jeremy Merritt
Ralph Griffin
John Cook
Kira Justine Diestler
Cheryl Taylor
Christi Ward
Trapper John Greene
George Martinez
Scottie Williams
Sandy Stroup
Mary Senecal
Louise "Geri" Pederson
Justin McDonald
Mike Cowan
Bill Lasch
Donnie Branson
Dick Giese (12/2020)

After finding out from Curt Ostrom, 
who did the Green Valley Food Bank 
Run at the time, that we needed any 
help we could get; the natural oppor-
tunity to serve his community began. 
Wearing all kinds of hats such as Food 
Box distributor, Office Administrator, 
and of course our very own Santa! 
Thank you Ken for sharing your heart 
of service and holding a torch of lead-
ership for our village.



Connection                                                                                                        Page 6

Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
vaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________

                            

                 
              

      An Arizona Humanities grant recipient


                Sundays 8:30am— 10:00am 
      2247 Frontage Road #2 Tubac, AZ  85646 
www.tubacbuddhistmeditation.org for Zoom link

www.facebook.com/tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter                 

The mission of Arizona Humanities is to build a just and civil  
society by creating opportunities to explore our shared  
human experiences through discussion, learning and reßection

Arivaca Boys Ranch
"A Decade Later"

Over 10 years ago Arivaca Boys 
Ranch was established here in 

the Arivaca Community. At the time, 
we found there was a lot of confusion 
among many residents about who we 
were and what we were here to ac-
complish. We heard many different 
(inaccurate) things, such as, we were 
a drug rehab center; a lock-down fa-
cility for juvenile delinquents; and 
even, a Mormon Re-education Camp. 
Others were concerned that we would 
use too much water. We found it was 
necessary at the time to educate peo-
ple about who we were and what we 
would actually be doing. Now, near-
ly 12 years later, we find the need to 
again share with many in the commu-
nity the same things.

Arivaca Boys Ranch is a licensed res-
idential treatment center that serves 
young men ages 13 to 18 years. Our 
clients are young men who struggle 
with emotional issues.  These include 
PTSD, Depression, Anxiety, ODD, 
Attachment Disorders, and other con-
duct disorders. If you were to meet 
these young men at the ranch, you 
would find them to be intelligent and 
charismatic. What you would not see, 
unless you were here 24/7, is the mo-
ments that their emotional disorders 
surface. These are moments they are 
triggered and become dysregulated; 
the moments that therapy is needed.

Arivaca Boys Ranch is a highly ther-
apeutic program. Boys receive in-
dividual therapy with licensed ther-
apists, as well as group therapy, and 
family therapy (via Zoom and visits 
to the ranch). One of the additional 
strengths of our program--something 
that makes us unique--is our intense 
equine therapy program. Each boy 
will eventually train a wild horse. 
Through this process the boy learns 
about healthy relationships, devel-
oping trust, and building confidence. 
Our basic philosophy is not to punish 
boys. We do believe in accountabili-
ty-- but using natural consequences. 
We help them see how their choices 
bring consequences of their own mak-

ing. (For example: Why does no one 
like me?) One of our mottos is, "We 
love them no matter what, even if..."

So, do our boys want to be here? 
About 45-50% of the young men here 
love the program from their first day. 
These boys know they need help and 
enjoy the activities and life at the 
ranch. They do the work needed to 
get the most from the therapy offered. 
They may acquire welding and con-
struction skills. They can enjoy horse-
back rides and hikes. Some even train 
for and participate in endurance rac-
ing with their horse. They participate 
in service projects and learn to mentor 
each other. 

Other boys do not want to be here 
when they first arrive. (Yet, often these 
same boys do not want to go home 
when they graduate months later.) 
Many of these young men have been 
self-medicating before coming to the 
ranch. Using nicotine, THC, alcohol, 
etc., they have become addicted. Even 
though we do not specifically treat 
substance abuse, we must help these 
young men become sober to have the 
right mind-set to work on the deeper 
issues of their disease/disorder. These 
boys with addictions spend much of 
their first several weeks trying to find 
those substances to self-medicate. 
We are not a lock-down facility. Be-
cause of this, boys will find ways to 
"walk off" of the ranch. Sometimes 
they make their way to town, where 
they will ask residents or visitors for 
cigarettes, weed, etc. Unfortunately, 
many of the local citizens do not re-

alize that giving these particular boys 
these substances will keep them from 
progressing, setting them back thera-
peutically several weeks or months. 
If they can feed the substance abuse, 
feed their disease, they will resist the 
help therapy offers them. They remain 
too obsessed with their addiction. We 
understand why some in the com-
munity would help them with rides, 
phones, or cigarettes. It’s generally a 
lack of understanding what these boys 
are really struggling with. These boys 
are not at Arivaca Boys Ranch as a 
punishment--rather it is like going to a 
doctor for treatment from a deadly ill-
ness. We plead with those who might 
be approached by any of these boys 
asking for addictive substances, to re-
frain.  Instead, join us as we work to 
help these great young men get clean 
and ready for healing from the emo-
tional pain they carry.

Lately, we have had a lot of newer 
boys who do not see the vision of what 
Arivaca Boys Ranch can do for them. 
(They will.) That has led to many of 
them walking off ranch, and even be-
ing out all night. If you see our boys 
in town, or if they are asking for your 
assistance, please let us know. Be-
low are some contact numbers. And 
please, do not give them anything. As 
innocent as it may seem, it really does 
hurt them.

So in the last 12 years what are some 
of the good things we have seen? It is 
thrilling to get emails or see Facebook 
posts from young men, who did not 

want to be here at first, but now report 
finishing school, including college. 
A few have completed trade schools, 
farrier school, welding, mechanic cer-
tifications, etc. Almost all are sober, 
healthy, and enjoying relationships 
that they did not enjoy before. I am 
amazed how many come back to work 
here. Every month I am approached 
by graduates who want to come vis-
it. They just want to come experience 
the spirit of the ranch. They want to 
recharge their batteries, so to speak.

We are so grateful for those in the 
community who support our mission. 
We hope that we contribute to com-
munity also. (Unfortunately, Covid 
has hindered this lately.) We love 
participating in the July 4th parade, 
providing fireworks, helping elderly 
neighbors with yard work, and pro-
viding employment to many locals. 
Let's keep working together to give 
many special young men a chance at 
happiness.

(Learn more:  www.arivacaboys-
ranch.com)

Ron Searle
Founder - Program Director

Contacts: (If you see our boys off 
ranch)
RD Ayers  520-820-2947
Jessica Potrie  520-345-7293
Rita Merritt  520-270-1885
Tommy Haynes. 480-381-0363
Ron Searle   480-216-8982   
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Tales from the Garden: Welcom-
ing Newcomers

By Emily Bishton

This fall, we welcomed some 
newcomers into our garden: a 

flock of 7 Lazuli Buntings.  In pre-
vious years, this species has only 
passed through our place briefly 
during its migration, and to our de-
light, they have chosen to stay for 
the past few months. 

Typically, Lazuli Buntings form 
small flocks and start to molt some 
of their feathers right before be-
ginning their annual fall migration. 
They then fly to southern Arizona 
and New Mexico, and northern So-
nora, Mexico for 1–2 months be-
fore continuing farther south for the 
winter, and complete their molting 
there. 

The males and females 
are both quite beautiful: 
the bright blue feathers 
on the head, wing, and 
tail of the male makes a 
striking contrast to the 
cinnamon-colored band 
across its breast and its 
pale belly.  The females 

are a warm, buttery brown with a 
cinnamon-colored breast and belly, 
and a blue tint on their wing and tail 
feathers.  Both have a small, dark, 
conical bill, similar to a finch, and 
primarily eat small insects, seeds, 
and berries.

Lazuli Buntings are some of the 
smallest members of the bird fam-
ily that includes Cardinals, Pyr-
rhuloxias, Tanagers, and Gros-
beaks.  They get their name from 

the semi-precious stone 
Lapis lazuli, and their 
Latin name- Passerina 
amoena – means “beau-
tiful sparrow”.   That is 
a good description in-
deed of their coloration 
and size!  Their Spanish 
name is Azulillo Lapislá-
zuli, which rolls off the 
tongue with beautiful 
musicality too, don’t you 

think?

Here’s a few other interesting things 
about these birds: each male sings a 
unique combination of notes, creat-
ed when they are young by rearrang-
ing and combining fragments from 
the songs of several mature males 
they hear singing during breeding 
season. The notes and patterns that 

each young male puts together is 
their own unique song for life.  The 
females collect grasses along with 
small bark strips and leaves, then 
weaves them all together with spi-
derwebs or tent caterpillar silk to 
form a cup-shaped nest, nestled in 
the edge branches of a small shrub.

One never knows when newcomers 
will arrive, and whether they will 
find sustenance in our garden.  It’s 
a joy to see them foraging in the 
garden beds and paths, drinking and 

dipping in the birdbaths, and we 
hope we are lucky enough to have 
them remain with us until spring 
calls them back to their breeding 
grounds.  While they are here, we 
welcome them to take what they 
need, and we look forward to their 
return for years to come.

For more info and photos of these 
enchanting little birds, visit my blog 
at ebishton.blogspot.com and www.
allaboutbirds.org

Lazuli Bunting.male and female, by Emily Bishton

Wanted:
2-Windmills working or non-working
Contact: Gary Scheer (520) 868-7679
GCS8938@msn.com
State: location, condition, and price.
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Around ArivAcA

Are your vigas and beams
showing weather damage?

Protect them with
beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313

Protect them withProtect them with
beautiful copper caps.beautiful copper caps.

Quick Custom
Metals

3759 N Romero Rd
Tucson, AZ 85705Tucson, AZ 85705
(520) 888-7313(520) 888-7313

www.quickcustom.com

Viga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga CoversViga Covers

Early Learning Center Update

Submitted by Miss Nathalie

We are catching glimpses of 
spring. Our garlic chives 

are green and we have planted 
sugar snap peas and lettuce and 
kale.  We thinned the flower bed, 
sharing iris bulbs with friends and 
families.  We are looking forward 
to planting pansies soon.

Our children are loving the store 
we have set up in our classroom.  
The toddlers come in for a turn 
when the older children go out-
side to play.  We have all gotten 

used to the beeping of the scan-
ner, and we have ordered more 
AA batteries to keep it running.

Daily we are practicing writing 
letters and names, telling stories 
using felt boards and puppets.  
The children are quite adept at 
sorting buttons by the number of 
holes.  They are also pros at sort-
ing color cubes on corresponding 
color squares.  They know the 
basic colors in English and Span-
ish.  Thanks to “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar,” we had a lot of fun 
talking about fruits and vegeta-
bles and healthy eating.

February’s book of the month 
is “Goodnight Moon.”  We are 
working on repetition.  We have a 
little corner of the classroom that 
resembles the room in the story.  
It is complete with a painted fire-
place, mittens, and little kittens.

We are sending out Valentine 
cards to some of our friends in 
Arivaca—they should be special 
with many hearts and lots of glue!

Arivaca Area Health 
Services, Inc.

We hope you are all happy 
and healthy!  Just wanted 

to let you know of some of our 
upcoming events:

We are holding a membership 
drive, the first 25 people to re-
new or start a membership will 
be put into a drawing for a dinner 
from Sweet Peas Catering.  It is 
still only $15 per year for a mem-
bership!  Please send to PO Box 
16, Arivaca AZ 85601.  We will 
draw for two winners, and you 
will be notified by March 1.

CPR/First Aid class, Saturday, 
Feb. 12, 8-12pm.  Arivaca Com-
munity Center.  $20.  Please call 
Rebekah to register, 520-730-
7421.

Women’s Health Session, March 
4, from 6-8pm.  Arivaca Com-
munity Center.

Eye Mobile is back!  Friday, 
April 1.  Arivaca Action Center.  
Please call Julie 520-398-2160 to 
schedule an appointment.  Cost 
is ($40 cash).

Arivaca Dancehall Update

Thanks to all who have com-
plimented the exterior work 

accomplished in 2021, and ex-
pressed their excitement for the 
completion of the dancehall reno-
vation.  We are now hard at work 
on the interior of the building and 
its very long to-do list… which 
means that a “grand opening” is 
still many months away.  

However, all the work being done 
is still in keeping with our goal for 
the dancehall to be a resource for 
all the wonderful purposes that 
you have envisioned and shared at 
our 2021 open houses: weddings, 
quincineros, and other celebra-
tions, movies and plays, musical 
events, community meetings, and 
classes in art, dance, writing, na-
ture, music, gardening, and more.   
We are also committed to keeping 
the rental fees very reasonable, 
so that all the above visions can 
come true! 

Recently, we added a huge “trea-
sure trove” of photos to our web-
site that the dancehall’s previous 
owner Nell Smets gave to us when 
we bought it.  We welcome you to 
visit www.arivacadancehall.com 
to see these amazing photos that 
span over 100 years of history 
in Arivaca, the desert southwest, 
and the dancehall property!  The 
website also contains the full list 
of event ideas we have received 
so far, updated photos of our re-
cent restoration work, FAQs, and 
much more.

Emily and Uno
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Arivaca.com
YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!

Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado, 
Altar Valley and Elephant 
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

A VALENTINE WISH

I don’t know where you are
But I’ve been looking for you a long time now
I don’t even know what you look like
Or what color your hair is, or your eyes.

I’ve dreamed a lot about you
How you smile when you’re happy
The look in your eyes when you’re sad
We’ve spent days together, flying kites and drinking wine
And nights together before the fire.

Autumn becomes you…especially your hair
And Winter walks in the snow make your cheeks turn red
You’re a child in the Spring, running naked after butterflies
And Summer showers chase you into my arms.

Today is Valentine’s Day
If you were here, I’d give you flowers and a valentine and we’d make love.
You’re out there somewhere…And I’ll find you…Someday.  I hope. Happy Valentine’s Day.

Keith Cliver

MY WRITING WINDOW

It’s not that I stare

 out my writing window all day—

it’s that my peripheral vision

picks up anything moving outside my window

and grabs my attention away from my writing.

In a similar way when I am eating alone,

if I get a window seat—

my peripheral vision

picks up anything moving outside the window

and entertains me while I’m eating.

Margaret Ann Adams

A shrine: here, keeping
  far from the garden lights,
    float wild birds, sleeping.

–SHIKI
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Barrel in a Bosque
by Dave Manning

Strolling along Arivaca Creek Trail on a 
mid-January morning, I spot a coyote 

crossing the path ahead. It sees me, stops, 
then trots on, showing little interest in my 
presence, appearing fearless and self-con-
fident, typical coyote behavior. After it 
disappears, curiosity leads me to divert 
my steps and walk off trail to the left, into 
the mesquite bosque (pronounced BOHS-
kay which means forest) from which this 
canine had emerged.

Mesquite trees formerly had a limited 
range in the Southwest, but now have 
spread across thousands of square miles 
of desert, mainly due to cattle eating its 
pods and spreading its seeds. I really like 
consuming the mesquite powder, accom-
plished by grinding its pods.

Meandering through this forest, never 
having explored this area before, I look up 
into the upper branches of a particularly 
tall mesquite tree to see a green ball-like 
growth—mistletoe. It’s a parasite, feed-
ing on the tree. Phainopepla birds depend 
heavily on its berries as a food source, 
sometimes nesting in it, and as a young 
man I enjoyed stealing kisses underneath 
a sprig of it!

I come upon a prickly pear cactus with one 
of its pads half eaten, likely by a Javelina. 
The sharp spines don’t seem to bother this 
critter, nor does the toxic chemical in its 
watery flesh which this unusual mammal 
can metabolize without being harmed. 

A little farther on I see a two foot high 
yucca with its stiff evergreen leaves. Ear-
ly Native Americans and settlers used this 
plant for fiber, food and building materi-
als and each species of yucca has its own 
species of pollinating moth. Perhaps I’ll 
return here in the spring when this yuc-

ca and the prickly pear too will be in full 
flower. As I start to walk on my right leg 
brushes one of the plant’s pointy leaves—
ouch! I got pricked, enough to draw a little 
blood. Many desert plants have thorns as a 
protective defense.

Moving along I stop abruptly. In an open-
ing in the forest is a barrel cactus, but not 
of the usual 2-4 foot size. This is a banner 
barrel, the tallest I’ve ever encountered! I 
walk up close to examine its formidable 
clusters of spines, then look up, amazed 
by its height. Propping my 4 foot walking 
pole against it, I step back to take this pic-
ture. It must be 8-9 feet tall! 

I know from previous research they can 
live up to 100 years and reach a height 
of 10 feet. I’m sure this one is older than 
me, past three score and ten. Barrel cac-
ti are also called compass cacti because 
they usually lean towards the south. In 
spring its yellow or orange blooms appear 
followed by the fruit. This one appears 
to have some yellow fruits on top. We 
humans find the fruits dry and bitter but 
some desert critters, like deer and rodents, 
love them. But no deer will get to these 
fruits!

They grow slowly—a 4 year old might 
be only 3 inches high. Like saguaros they 
have shallow root systems, allowing 
them to absorb large quantities of wa-
ter quickly, storing enough to survive 
long droughts. But don’t attempt to cut 
into one for a drink—most have bitter 
juice. 

I carry on and eventually complete my 
walk, but the towering finding of the 
day is this beautiful barrel! My goal 
now—find a taller one. And please, if 
you too have seen a big one, I’d like to 
hear about it.

Arivaca Road
by Connection Staff

The roughly four months of con-
struction as part of Arivaca Road 

repaving project almost left us with 
smooth roads in and out of our town.  

The Pima County Department of 
Transportation announced last month 
that several stretches of the repaved 
Arivaca Road between milepost five 
and milepost 12 failed after heavy 
rains, requiring temporary repairs.

The contractor for the $8.5 million 
project, Sunland Asphalt & Construc-

tion, patched the crumbling portions of 
Arivaca Road as a temporary solution un-
til the County can complete a permanent 
repair.

Michelle Montagnino with PDOT assures 
the community that Pima County is com-
mitted to fixing Arivaca Road properly.

The 36.5-mile road maintenance proj-
ect relied heavily on a process known as 
"pulverization," which rips up the existing 
asphalt and re-uses it as a base layer and 
then repaves the road over the new base.

"This was our first pulverization project 
that we've done as part of our maintenance 
program," Montagnino explained.

Prior to the project, sections of Arivaca 
Road had been rated by County transpor-
tation engineers as failing.  

"We don't have the luxury of having en-
gineered design or geotagged analysis of 
everything, we don't have it all laid out. 
So we were working off of what we were 
seeing on the surface for pavement fail-
ures," she said. "Unfortunately, we did run 
into clay in some areas including from the 
border patrol station to milepost 5. That 
area is continuing to change on us; things 
are continuing to move and worsen essen-
tially."

The County has contracted with a 
third-party firm to evaluate what is going 
on with the failed stretches along Arivaca 
Road to best determine how to fix it.

"We don't want to put a band-aid on this," 
she said. "We are committing to coming 
back in, repairing the road properly so that 
it is seamless with Arivaca Road.:

With some in the community concerned 
that even more of the repaved road could 
be flawed, Montagnino says the county is 
assessing the entire pavement, not just one 
specific area.

She also addressed concerns about chang-
es to passing zones, saying the county 
reviews all of the striping after the road 
project is complete and brings it up to cur-
rent standards.

"One of the things that we look pretty 
closely is whether or not the passing zones 
are meeting (traffic) standards," she said.

The Arivaca Road maintenance project 
is part of a larger $85 million effort ap-
proved by the Pima County Board of Su-
pervisors to repair county roads this year,

To report a road maintenance issue with 
Pima County, visit https://seeclickfix.com/
pima-county.
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Trico Community Scale Solar 
and Battery Storage Facility
Under Construction in Pinal 

County

Marana, Ariz. – Construction has 
started on a 10-megawatt pho-

tovoltaic solar generating facility and 
15-megawatt battery storage system 
located on Edwin Road west of North 
Oracle Road, within Pinal County. The 
Chirreon Solar and Battery Storage 
Facility (Chirreon), which will serve 
Trico Electric Cooperative Members, 
is projected to be in service by summer 
2022. 

Chirreon will be located in the Trico 
service area on approximately 90 acres 
of land owned by the Arizona State 
Land Department. The solar panels 
have single-axis tracking devices that 
automatically track the sun throughout 
the day to maximize power generation. 
The battery storage will help Trico de-
lay the cost of transmission and distri-
bution upgrades and manage area load 
in a more efficient and cost-effective 
manner. 

Once operational the Chirreon facility 
will produce more than 30,000 mega-
watt-hours of energy each year, or 
enough to power about 3,000 average 
residential homes. 

“As a non-profit cooperative, Trico is 
dedicated to providing its Members 
with energy solutions that are sus-
tainable and cost-effective. Building 
a community scale solar and battery 
project allows our membership to share 
in the benefits of an economical, re-
newable resource. The battery storage 
system at Chirreon will be one of the 
first for a cooperative in Arizona, and 
shows Trico’s commitment to serv-
ing its Members in innovative ways,” 
said Brian Heithoff, CEO and General 
Manager of Trico.  

Trico, Torch Clean Energy, SOLV En-
ergy, and CoBank have partnered on the 
facility. This is the second community 
solar project that Trico and Torch have 
partnered on. Through a long-standing 
partnership, CoBank provided the fi-
nancing for this project.

“Torch is excited to again play a role 
in Trico’s leadership position in af-

fordable carbon free energy. The start 
of construction for the Chirreon Solar 
and Storage project is a key milestone 
in their energy transition” said Jona-
than Kilberg, President of Torch. “We 
are proud to be Trico’s partner for their 
first solar + storage project.”

About Trico Electric Cooperative –

Trico is a not-for-profit electric distri-
bution cooperative serving more than 
45,000 members in northwest Tucson, 
Marana, Corona de Tucson, Saddle-
brooke, Sahuarita, Green Valley, Three 
Points and Arivaca. Formed in 1945, 
Trico is owned by the people it serves. 
For additional information about Trico, 
please visit www.trico.coop.

About Torch Clean Energy – 

Torch Clean Energy is a privately-held 
renewable energy developer with ex-
tensive experience developing, permit-
ting, designing and building both so-
lar and wind projects. Torch has over 
1,400 MW of projects under develop-
ment throughout the United States, in-
cluding over 550 MW of contracted as-
sets that are expected to be constructed 

by 2023. To learn more about Torch, 
visit www.torchcleanenergy.com.

About SOLV Energy –

SOLV Energy works to bring cleaner 
energy solutions to their partners and 
the areas in which they operate. They 
began with commercial installations 
and quickly pivoted to utility-scale 
to provide a bigger impact. Found-
ed in 2008 and based in San Diego, 
they have worked across the U.S. and 
abroad, building over 8 GW of solar 
energy projects.

About CoBank –

CoBank is a $160 billion cooperative 
bank serving vital industries across ru-
ral America. The bank provides loans, 
leases, export financing and other 
financial services to agribusinesses 
and rural power, water and communi-
cations providers in all 50 states. The 
bank also provides wholesale loans 
and other financial services to affili-
ated Farm Credit associations serving 
more than 75,000 farmers, ranchers 
and other rural borrowers in 23 states 
around the country.

CoBank is a member of the 
Farm Credit System, a na-
tionwide network of banks 
and retail lending associa-
tions chartered to support 
the borrowing needs of U.S. 
agriculture, rural infrastruc-
ture and rural communities. 
Headquartered outside Den-
ver, Colorado, CoBank serves 
customers from regional 
banking centers across the 
U.S. and maintains an inter-
national representative office 
in Singapore.
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Un-Classifieds

FREE NON-
L E T H A L 
R AT T L E S N A K E 
REMOVAL and 
relocating to an area 
away from your home. 
Protect your loved 
ones and our wildlife. 
Call R.D. Ayers (520) 
820-2947
A C C E P T I N G 
D O N A T I O N S !  
Arivaca Helping 
Hearts is accepting 

donations for the 
year!  As a 501(c)3, 
your donation is tax 
deductible.  So if you 
need help or if you 
can help, please give 
us a call! See ad on 
page 3.

Meetings & ActivitiesMeetings & Activities
SATURDAYS

Every Sat - 8:00 - 11:00am: 
Farmers’ Market.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Mens'' 
meeting - Tubac Community 
Center - Noon.

1st Sat - 9am - Human 
Resources Rummage Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca 
Water Coop meet at town water 
yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, 
and Dec)

SUNDAYS:

8:30–10:00am -Tubac Buddhist 
Meditation Center. 2247 East 
Frontage Road, Tubac. Email 
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@
gmail.com for Zoom link

9:30-10:30am - Heat 
Yoga (Comm Garden Yoga 
Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-
400-9608

2nd - 4pm. Arivaca Action 
Center - Board mtgs. 15925 
W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.
com

MONDAYS:

Alcoholics Anonymous - Tubac 
Community Center - 5pm.

First Monday: - Arivaca 
Community Center board 
meeting - 5:30pm - at the 
community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old 
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 6:00pm - Ariv. 
Fire Dist. Auxilary - at the Fire 
House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area 
Health Services - 4pm - meeting 

at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

Alcoholics Anonymous - 
Womens' meeting - Tubac 
Community Center - 7pm

2nd Tues of every month, 
Arivaca Women & Wine, 5-7pm 
at the Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca 
Fire District board mtg 
@ Fire House   www.
arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Tubac 
Community Center - 5pm.

2nd Weds. -3pm  -Human 
Resource Board Meeting. - Call 
for location. Public invted.

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca 
Library Book Club call 594-
5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 
Arivaca Action Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

6-7pm - Weekly Meditation 
Group - Arivaca Action Center 
Wellness Area (in back of 
building) Sponsored by PHP, free 
and open to everyone!

3rd Thurs - 1 pm - Friends of 
the Arivaca Schoolhouse Board 
meeting - Arivaca Schoolhouse. 
520-237-8770

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm 
Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of 
the Arivaca Library - Board 
Meeting 


