
CONNECTIONCONNECTION
Southern Arizona’s Open Forum Community Journal Since 1983Southern Arizona’s Open Forum Community Journal Since 1983

Help Support Free Speech - Subscribe Help Support Free Speech - Subscribe 
Subscriptions just $20 per year.Subscriptions just $20 per year.

CONNECTIONCONNECTION
P.O. Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601P.O. Box 203, Arivaca, AZ 85601

Submit your poetry, letters Submit your poetry, letters 
and articles to Connection!  and articles to Connection!  

May 2022May 2022
Vol. 39 No. 5Vol. 39 No. 5

www.southernarizonaconnection.comwww.southernarizonaconnection.com

FREE! FREE! 
Take OneTake One

Cover by: Michael LandrumCover by: Michael Landrum



ArivAcA YesterdAYs 
The Moyza Ranch
by Mary Kasulaitis

Connection                                                                                                          Page 2

CONNECTION
POBox 203. Arivaca, AZ 85601         

SazConnection@gmail.com 

• Published monthly as an open 
forum journal. 

• All contributions are welcome, 
but should be less than 1,000 
words for general interest or 250 
words for public notice articles.

•Emails with attachments 
preferred

• DEADLINE: 20th of each month
The open forum format is for ideas, 

opinions, experiences, whatever you 
want to share with the world. Your 
submission must not use libelous, 
profane or vulgar language.

•  All rights reserved 

• Articles are solely the property 
of the named contributor, reprint 
or use without their permission is 
prohibited.

• Opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or 
the advertisers.

STAFF:  
Publisher- Kristen Randall
Layout Manager- Michael Landrum

CONTRIBUTORS:

          Discount!
   B&W Color  Prepaid Price
Business Card 2x3 15 25  12.50/20      
Eco. Banner 2x5 32 50  25/42         
Index Card 3x5 48 75  40/62           
Standard 4x5  64 98  54/82           
Big Block 5x5  80 122  66/102         
Standard Large 8x5 125 180  105/150       
Half Page 10x5.6 160 230  134/192       
Full Page 10x11.25 300 420  250/350       

Southern Arizona 
Connection Ad 

Ratesheet

• Additional ad dimensions available
• Ad design free of charge
• No contracts to sign
• Ad costs are payable in advance of 

publication. billing available with 
online payment

• Distributed in Arivaca, Amado, 
Tubac. Green Valley, Sahuarita and 
Tucson

• Contact sazConnection@gmail.com 
for information

• Support YOUR local, open forum 
newspaper!

Submit your poetry, letters and arti-
cles to Connection!  

SAZConnection@gmail.com

Welcome to Moyza, popula-
tion 67. The little sign at 

about milepost 11 on the Arivaca 
Road introduces you to a commu-
nity whose roots go back to the 
1870s. On Spanish maps the place 
name “Aquituni” may be this part 
of the upper Sopori Valley, where 
Papalote Wash intersects from the 
south.  Nowadays an organic farm, 
pistachio groves and comfortable 
homes are scattered about, reveal-
ing a continuing attraction for the 
locale where Eufemianio Moyza 
settled in about 1879.  Moyza and 
his mother Ramona came to Tubac 
in the early 1870s by wagon train 
from California,  and found it to 
their liking.  Not too many set-
tlers competed with Moyza as he 
searched out and found a pretty 
hillside next to a flat valley where 
he could envision fertile fields and 
cattle grazing.   Having come from 
the Santa Barbara area, he was used 
to fruit trees and green fields.  He 
brought those to the Sopori Valley.  
A large garden fed his children and 
produced enough to sell.  He built 
a lovely large home for himself and 
his wife, and provided for his mar-
ried children as well. 

Eufemianio Moyza was born in 
1854 of Spanish and German de-
scent. After his first wife died,  he 
married Angelita Mejia who was 
from Sonora. They had eight chil-
dren: Petra, Magdalena, Lencho, 
Rafael, Manuel, Ramon, Ramonci-
to and Nacho.  The eldest daughter, 
Petra, married Ramon Badilla who 
was born on the Sopori.  He came 
to live with his wife's family at the 
Moyza ranch where they built their 
own home.  Two of their children, 
Dolores Badilla Celaya and Lupe 

Badilla, told stories about growing 
up on the ranch in the 1930s:

"During the summer we always had 
a lot of people (relatives) come to 
the ranch and stay there for one or 
two months to help with the work.  
My uncles and my dad would get 
horses that were not tame and have 
like a rodeo in an arroyo.  People 
would be around the edge watching 
and eating watermelons.

My grandfather was known as a 
horseman.  He had two horses that 
I remember, one named Butterfly 
and one named Tommy.  Some-
times he would have to bring milk 
cows into the corral.  He would put 
his dog, Galafo, on one of the hors-
es and say, "Go get the cow!" And 
off they would go, the dog on top 
of the horse.  But that horse would 
only do that when he was wearing 
his saddle.  Take it off and he'd 
keep going!

At the end of Moyza Ranch road 
there used to be a huge lake one 
or two miles long.  Twenty feet 
deep.  From there there would be 
a acequia or creek and water would 
come from there to another lake 
or water hole, close by the house.  
From there they could open the 
gate to get water for farming. 

"Our grandfather did a lot of farm-
ing.   They would plant milo maize 
in March and by the middle of 
June or July it had a lot of seeds 
on it and the cattle would eat that.  
They had a two-story barn and they 
would store it and feed it to them in 
the winter.  They had several hun-
dred head of beef cattle but they 
also had around forty milk cows. 
There was a big garden and all 



Helping Ease

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
We are here to serve the needs of Arivaca and Sasa-
be, AZ residents (living within the 85601 or 85633 zip 
codes). If you need a little help with any of the following 
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quency of disbursals.  Arivaca Helping Hearts pays the 

expense directly to the vendor

Check out our website at 
www.southernarizonaconnection.com 

for archived issues and more!

summer long there were the zuc-
chini and corn and beans.  In the 
winter there would still be a lot of 
chile and tomatoes.  We would put 
watermelons in the haystack and at 
Christmas we'd still be eating wa-
termelons.   My uncle Manuel was 
called "El Verdolero."  The vegeta-
ble man.  He used to take a truck-
load of vegetables up to Ruby and 
sell them.  They also took them to 
Tucson.

“We used to have apple trees, 
peach,  pears, apricots, a grape vine 
and figs.  I guess it was because my 
grandfather grew up in California.  
Every year we'd go up to the Guijas 
in a wagon and get peaches and my 
grandmother would dry them or 
make empanadas or pies.

"My grandmother used to make 
pudding from the elderberry trees.  
We used to call it atol de tapiro.  
Tapiro is elderberry.  The pudding 
is made from the berries.  You soak 
them and clean them and put them 
through a cheesecloth and squeeze 
out all the juice.  You put in some 
water and bring it to a boil and 
it has all this foam on top.  They 
used to say that it would give you a 
stomach ache so you have to keep 
taking off the foam.  Then you put 
in cinnamon sticks and sugar and a 
little bit of flour to thicken it.  We 
still make it.  My cousin Socorro 
and I would also go to Tubac to 
get the berries. You can make a tea 
from the dried elderberry flowers 
to take for a cold or fever or stom-
ach ache.

“My grandmother used to make 
pudding from the mesquite beans, 
the pechita.  At that time they had 
a molino (mill).  My grandmother 
had to soak the mesquite beans and 
grind them and put them through a 
strainer.  It has a very unique taste.  
You can use cinnamon or vanilla 
or eggs to make a different flavor.    
In October, right after the pump-
kin harvest my mother and grand-
mother would make pumpkin can-

dy.  Then all of of would go up to 
the hills and get a barrel cactus and 
they would make cactus candy out 
of it.  My brother would go out on 
horseback and drag home the larg-
est one we could find and cut all 
the stickers off.  It was like a pine-
apple. They would cut all the shell 
off.  Inside there is a white meat.  
They would put it in limewater 
first, and then cook it with a lot of 
sugar.   I remember it was so good.

“In May and June, right before 
the monsoon season, we would 
all go out to look for chuquita, the 
white sap from the mesquite tree, 
because after the rains started it 
would all be gone.  And we would 
get big jars of it.  We chewed it or 
we would make a tea with it.  We'd 
dissolve it and put sugar in it.   In 
the spring we would go hunting 
for covenas.  There is one with a 
yellow flower and one with a blue 
flower.  We would dig them up and 
eat the little bulb.  We had prickly 
pear at the ranch--nopalitos.  I like 
them raw.  I burn the stickers off 
and then cut them up and put them 
in a salad.  We used to go up in the 
hills and pick up bellotas.  There 
was a place somewhere in the Sar-
dina where my grandfather used to 
pick chiltepines.

“We used to go to Arivaca visiting 
with the Romeros and the Lopezes 
and the Caviglias.  We'd play dodge 
ball in the middle of the street. On 
Election Day my mother (Petra) 
and uncles would go to Arivaca 
early and stay all day.  It was like 
a get-together when everyone came 
to town.  My mother didn't get out 
that often so it was an opportunity 
to see friends."

Life on the Moyza Ranch was busy 
and interesting, due to the indus-
trious nature of Eufemianio and 
Angelita Moyza.  But after they 
passed away, in 1958, the family 
sold the ranch. Petra bought acre-
age in Tucson where Dolores and 
Lupe lived for years. Lupe has 

since passed away. The homestead 
was divided up, sad to say, but the 
area is still being farmed and cattle 
still roam the hills. The Moyza sto-
ry is now part of a new oral history 
project, “Capturing Arizona’s Sto-
ries,” through a grant to the Pima 
County Public Library made pos-
sible by the Arizona State Library 

and Archives. Representatives 
from Library interviewed Dolores 
for the story of her family’s home-
steading operation. Few home-
steaders were as successful as her 
great-grandparents.  In time, they 
accomplished their dreams and 
more.  Now their story will be part 
of Arizona’s memories.
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Borderland 's Unitarian UniversalistBorderland 's Unitarian Universalist

Siding With Love

Please visit us online at
www.borderlandsuu.org

 for information and online
worship.

To the Arivaca Community,

The Arivaca Communi-
ty Center, (ACC) board 
of directors is happy to 

announce we are getting ready 
to start programs again at the 
ACC. In the past, Pima County 
Parks and Recreation (P&R) has 
provided employees and fund-
ing for after school and sum-
mer programs for kids and for 
senior programs, but like many 
companies, P&R is having trou-
ble finding employees. For this 
reason P&R is offering a grant 
opportunity for the ACC to start 
and run programs ourselves.

The grant will be funding for 
the ACC to cover costs of keep-
ing the building open and pro-
vide programs. These expenses 
include utilities, maintenance, 
insurance, supplies, training and 
paying contract workers. With 
the cooperation of other Arivaca 
non-profit such as, but not limit-

ed to, Caviglia-Arivaca Library, 
Arivaca Old Schoolhouse, Ari-
vaca Human Resource, Arivaca 
Involved, and Arivaca Action 
Center, we expect to start hav-
ing programs available by the 
end of the school year including 
children, teens, adults and se-
nior activities. Watch for flyers 
and updates to community pag-
es.

The ACC board will need the 
help and cooperation of the en-
tire Arivaca Community. Please 
look for the survey asking for 
your ideas. It is on Facebook 
and will soon be available print-
ed. We are asking for your help 
to make these programs suc-
cessful. Help can come in sever-
al ways: by donating dollars, by 
getting involved with projects 
(like getting the baseball field 
ready), or by volunteering your 
time.

One of the reasons this grant op-

Are Your

Vigas & Beams
Showing Weather Damage?

Protect Them With Beautiful
Copper Caps

QUICK CUSTOM METALS
1665 E 18th St, #101,  Tucson, AZ  85719

(520) 888-7313
www.quickcustom.com

Custom Made To Your
Specifications

portunity is available 
to the Arivaca Com-
munity Center is that 
Arivaca has proven 
we can come together 
and make things hap-
pen. The cooperation 
and support from oth-
er Arivaca non-profits 
and volunteers illus-
trates this.

Remember, the Ariva-
ca Community Center 
belongs to the Arivaca 
"community".

We look forward to 
filling the building 
with activity again,

The Arivaca Commu-
nity Center board of 
directors



17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601
www.uchcaz.org    520-407-5500

United Community 
Health Center

Providing Quality Healthcare Since 1983

Arivaca
SERVICES:
    -Primary Care
    -Women’s Health 
        -Schedule an appointment with Lisa Kiser,               
         Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner
    -Enrollment Services
    -Mail Delivery Pharmacy 
        -Service provided by Avita Pharmacy located     
          at our main campus in Green Valley!
     -Free Appointment Transportation

Flyin’ and Divin’ Workshop 
in Arivaca

Lucid Movement and Aerial 
Trapeze Dance

Description: The first part of 
class involves movement ritu-
als and studies rooted in Skin-
ner releasing principles, imag-
es, improvisation and authentic 
movement.  In this class we will 
look at the internal landscape of 
the body and how it relates to the 
external landscape of our world. 
Open to a new way of inhabiting 
your precious body.   We will 
take a short break and move into 
using the low flying single point 
trapeze to experience simple 
aerial warmups and skills into 
flying and dancing.  Bring your 

curious self! These classes hold 
the space for nurturance in safety 
and trust. 

Instructors: Aja Squires ( Aerial 
Trapeze) and Nanette Robinson 
(Lucid Movement Dance)
Dates: May 14th & 15th
Location:  Arivaca community 
center
Ages 12+
Time: 10-1pm each day
Cost: $45 a day or $85 for entire 
weekend

Kids Aerial Trapeze class 

Date:  May 14th only
Time: 2-3:30pm
Cost: $20

To register:  zuzimoveit.org
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      An Arizona Humanities grant recipient


                Sundays 8:30am— 10:00am 
      2247 Frontage Road #2 Tubac, AZ  85646 
www.tubacbuddhistmeditation.org for Zoom link

www.facebook.com/tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter                 

The mission of Arizona Humanities is to build a just and civil  
society by creating opportunities to explore our shared  
human experiences through discussion, learning and reßection

Trico Electric Cooperative 
Investing $70 million to Im-

prove Infrastructure

Over the next four years, Tri-
co Electric Cooperative will 

be investing almost $70 million to 
improve its electric infrastructure. 
Trico has developed a construc-
tion work plan for the period from 
2022-2025, that will help maintain 
a reliable system and help handle 
the growth in Trico’s service ter-
ritory.

“Trico is growing, along with 
many of the communities we serve. 
To keep up with that growth and 
maintain an excellent standard of 

reliability, we are investing in the 
facilities that deliver power to our 
Members’ homes and businesses,” 
said CEO/General Manager, Brian 
Heithoff. “This is an investment 
in our communities and a signifi-
cant commitment to providing our 
Members with cost-effective ener-
gy when they need it,” he said.

The four-year construction work 
plan includes:

1. Connecting 4,120 new 
homes and businesses.

2. Increasing service capacity 
to many existing Members.

3. Increasing the capacity of 
49 miles of existing overhead and 
underground distribution lines.

4. Constructing almost 34 
miles of new lines between substa-
tions (this allows us to route power 
from different directions to reduce 
and limit outages).

5. Replacing 440 older distri-
bution poles.

6. Replacing almost 15 miles 
of aging underground conductor.

7. Installing one new substa-
tion delivery point (Adonis Sub-
station, which will be north of 
Tangerine Road and east of I-10 in 

Marana) and rebuilding/upgrading 
two existing substations (Green 
Valley Substation and Marana 
Substation)

8. Rebuilding 69 kV trans-
mission lines.

Compared to the more than 900 
electric cooperatives across the 
United States, Trico is in the top 
25% for offering strong reliable 
service. To maintain this high stan-
dard, Trico makes prudent, planned 
investments that benefit Members 
now and in the future. 
These investments are 
made throughout Tri-
co’s service territory.

“We know costs are im-
portant, and we work 
hard to keep down our 
costs and the amount 
of our monthly bills. 
The way to do that over 
the long run is with a 
steady and continuous 

preventative maintenance and in-
vestment approach where we an-
nually address the needs of our 
system and prepare for projected 
growth,” said Heithoff.

Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
is a not-for-profit electric coop-
erative serving more than 45,000 
customers in Marana, Corona de 
Tucson, SaddleBrooke, Mt. Lem-
mon, Sahuarita, Green Valley, 
Three Points and Arivaca. Formed 
in 1945, Trico is owned by the peo-
ple it serves.



Tales from the Garden: 
Snake Season

By Emily Bishton

It’s been 6 years since we bought 
our home at the outskirts of Ari-

vaca, and on April 20th we saw a 
rattlesnake on the property for the 
first time.  I’d bet that some have 
passed through previously without 
our being around to notice, but this 
Western Diamondback appeared 
content to hang around a while.  
It was coiled up peacefully in the 
shady bed beneath the Pine Tree, 
well-disguised in the wood chip 
mulch.

I think Western Diamondbacks 
are quite beautiful (admired from 
a distance), with their tiny Zorro 
mask, crisscross body pattern, and 
banded tail rattles.   When local rat-
tlesnake “re-homing” expert R.D. 
Ayers arrived, his opinion was that 
our visitor was a 2-3 year old fe-
male approx. 30 inches long, that 
was very well fed and had recently 
shed her skin, so was especially at-
tractive.  

This time of year is when rattle-
snakes typically come out of hiber-
nation and resume their daily rou-
tines: hunting, mating, digesting 

and resting.  So it’s wise to take 
a little extra time to practice good 
observation skills whenever hiking 
on trails, walking in any tall grass 
areas on your land… or gardening.  
I noticed our visitor from a path 
about 6 ft away while watering 
some newly-planted perennials, 
and am very glad I didn’t disturb it 
with a cold shower.

There are many myths about rattle-
snakes, one of which is that they 
will always rattle a warning before 
they strike.  A thousand Hollywood 
movies have perpetuated this false-
hood, and I‘m sure that thousands 
of people over the years have been 
bitten while standing around wait-
ing to hear that warning…   In ad-
dition, when rattlesnakes hear and 
feel the footsteps of a large mam-
mal approaching (such as a hu-
man), they will typically attempt 
to withdraw unless they feel cor-
nered, so wearing boots and using 
a walking stick to create a little ex-
tra sound and vibration when you 
hike will do them and you a favor.  

During the more moderate temps 
in spring and fall, rattlesnakes are 
most active during daytime hours, 
but when summer temperatures ar-
rive they are most active at night, 
so keep your “eagle eyes” open no 

matter what time it is.  Most rattle-
snake bites contain a combination 
of two types of toxins: hemotoxins 
that damage tissue and affect the 
circulatory system, and neurotox-
ins that immobilize the nervous 
system.  Typically, adult venom is 
composed primarily of hemotox-
ins, but the venom of baby rattle-
snakes is primarily neurotoxins, 
which makes a bite from them 
much more dangerous.   Late sum-
mer is when young are born com-
plete with fangs and venom, so 
keep your observation skills even 
sharper during fall.

Western Diamondbacks eat a wide 
variety of prey, such as rabbits, 
gophers, mice, and rats, which I 

appreciate since I prefer not hav-
ing those critters feasting on my 
plants… and I sincerely hope our 
visitor is still finding good hunting 
in her new home, far from my gar-
den thanks to R.D.  However, since 
she chose to rest so close to my 
birdseed feeders, it may have been 
birds or other seed-eating critters 
that brought her here, so I’ve now 
taken those feeders down for the 
summer.    But still keeping my 
“eagle eyes” open each day, in case 
any more visitors come to call.

Research Sources:
www.desertusa.com
www.desertmuseum.org
R.D. Ayers

Western Diamondback resting. Photo by R.D.Ayers.
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Around ArivAcA

ARIVACA HUMAN RE-
SOURCE

BREAKING NEWS!

Through a Pima County grant 
written by one of the Board 

members a new RUMMAGE 
SALE building will replace the 
very old existing buildings.

The metal building is 30' x 40’

It will sit on a cement pad

Electrical and water connections

A 12’ rollup door and a man door

New shelving has been included 
in the grant

The building will also house a 
walk-in refrigerator and a walk-
in freezer to facilitate the meals 
program

WE WILL NEED YOUR HELP!

Please come out for the sales on 
MAY 2nd

Please NO MORE yard sale or 
clothing donation, until further 
notice.

This is exciting news not only for 
Arivaca Human Resource but for 
the community! We know that 
everyone will help to see that we 
are cleared away for construc-
tion!

Board Secretary Lea Anspach

Thank you, Arivaca Fire Dis-
trict!

By Rich Glinski

With less than 2 1/2 inches 
of rain this winter it ob-

viously is going to be a bad fire 
season. But the 0.4 inches that 
fell earlier in the week hydrat-
ed the vegetation and compelled 
me to mow my native grass and 
create a fire break in preparation 
for the warm weather. On 31 
March I started about 10:00 a.m. 
and was cutting without any is-

sue for about an hour and a half 
when I encountered a clump of 
Side-oats Grama about the same 
time my rear wheel dipped into a 
depression. The cutting deck bot-
tomed out on the grass and the 
motor quit. Immediately a plum 
of smoke appeared in front of the 
tractor. The hot motor ignited the 
grass, which began melting the 
tractor’s plastic cowling. I was 
amazed how fast the swirling 
breeze grew the blaze. Two units 
from Arivaca Fire District led by 
Chief Cody Baker were the first 
to arrive. As the professionals 
battled the blaze on the ridge, 
neighbor Rick Ward and I used 
my hose to extinguish the other 
end of the fire before it enflamed 
a dense stand of 7-ft tall pigweed. 

Within the next hour a total of 
43 personnel from 7 different 
agencies arrived with valuable 
assistance. Turns out they were 
in the area, having fought the 
Apache Pass fire, the Border fire 
and the Presumido Peak fire, all 
within the last 10 days. The Fort 
Grant handcrew was especially 
helpful, dealing with hot spots 
while Arivaca Fire drenched the 
area. Chief Cody left about 6:00 
p.m. after walking the fire perim-
eter to make sure all was extin-
guished, and he returned the next 
afternoon to check the perimeter 
once again before deeming the 
fire out. A total of 4.48 acres had 
burned, but thankfully no struc-
tures. My Cub Cadet mower is 
crispy toast! 

We are so blessed to have such a 
dedicated band of professionals 
to handle health and fire emer-
gencies in Arivaca…thank you 
Chief Cody, John, Kelly and 
Barbara! 

But wait, there’s more…lessons! 
Back in my flying days I regu-
larly read the monthly accident 
summary published by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. It 
detailed all the little pilot mis-
takes that led up to various avia-
tion mishaps. I often realized that 
I unknowingly made some of 
those same mistakes! It caused 

Arivaca Early Learning 
Center

submitted by Miss Nathalie

Happy May!  This school 
year just flew by!  And what 

a wonderful year it has been.  We 
want to thank all of our children, 
families, volunteers, teachers, 
and community members for 
supporting this wonderful little 
school!

Happy Graduation to Brisa, 
Emma, JuandeDios, and Phen!  
We are so proud of you, and we 
hope kindergarten is fun!

Special thanks to the Arivaca 
Mercantile and community of 
Arivaca for the jar donations 
from March.  We will be using 

me to change my procedures and 
pay attention to details that I had 
given little attention…it made 
me a better pilot.

So my mower take-home lessons 
are: I will mow grass and other 
vegetation when it is still main-
ly green, and I WILL STRAP 
A FIRE EXTINGUISHER TO 
THE NEXT MOWER I GET! 
Not a dinky one, but a 10-lb dry 
chemical ABC unit. I believe I 
likely could have arrested that 
fire fairly quickly if I had the 
right tool right there. I believe 
adhering to those two notions 
will make me a better mower!

that money to enhance our gar-
dening experiences.

Another thank you to the Arivaca 
Library and staff for helping us 
with many, many, many books to 
enjoy.  We really love to read, so 
thank you!

Enjoy your summer!



Poetry 
Page

WHEN YOU CAN SEE
We walked down the mountain road

with hairpin curves, from Mt. Crested Butte
to the little village of Crested Butte,

our destination The Bakery for a special treat.
As the road twisted, my eyes caught

a view of the village far below,
and I commented to him,

“When you can see where you’re going
it doesn’t seem to take so long to get there.”

And then I was tickled at the profound statement
that had poured forth from my long-life experience

of planning ahead.
Margaret Ann Adams

IN PRAISE OF RAVENS

• Clear blue sky above
  As Ravens play, soar and roll
  I envy their joy.

• Cold, sculpted sandstone
  Raven soars high overhead
  A spirit rises.

• Here I am, alone, just me…
  Oh…and two ravens in a tree
  Quiet, slight breeze, not a soul in sight
  Except the Ravens, twirling in flight
  They caw, they tumble, they fly as one—
  Against the blue sky, shining in the sun.
  They mate for life …or so I’ve heard
  Wish I was so lucky, to be that bird.

Wheeler Peak Summit- Great Basin National Park, Nevada

  From atop I view 2 Ravens sitting on a rocky outcrop
  Soaking up the sun
  I wonder, “Do they ‘talk’ to each other”?
  Are they a bonded pair or just ‘friends’, ‘flying buddies’ ?
  They move closer, then fly off together, far below. 

• Ravens dance in the sky
  Calling out to one another.
  Why can’t humans bond for life?

Keith Cliver

Haiku from San Fernando Elementary

The car in movement
I got in a car
And the car stops in a sign
And I hit my head
-Carlo Carrillo age 12

Mi Mama
Mama descansa
Mi mama come sopa
Mi mama lee
-Kristel Barragan age 10

Roosters
Beautiful roosters
Aggressive colorful heavy
Fly strong disappear
-Jose Atondo age 12

The neighbor
My neighbor uncle
Luigy is big woman
Nice and good person
-Annette Grijalva age 12

Los enamorados
Casa se quema
El bombero se enamora de la mujer
El camion exploto
-Abraham age 13

Las tortugas
Pueden nadar
Tienen muchos años
Y comen mucho
-Abel Grijalva age 11

Dogs and Puppies
The white puppy is
Playing with the basketball
He drinks water
-Ivanna Varela age 11

Cowboys
I am a cowboy
Cowboys saddle their horses
Horses with roosters
-Gael age 14

The Reality
The river is fake
We are destroying the earth
Need to save the world
-Abisai Escalante age 13
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Al-Anon Meeting 
Reunión de Al-Anon

Thursday - 6pm - El Jueves 
Arivaca Old School House 

17180 W. Fourth St., Arivaca 
This is a bilingual Al-Anon meeting. 

Esta es una reunión bilingüe de Al-Anon. 

There will not be translation, and you are welcome and encouraged to share and read 
in the language you are most comfortable with.  Anyone who feels they have been 

affected by someone else's drinking or addiction is welcome. 

No habrá traducción, y lo invitamos y lo alentamos a compartir y leer en el idioma con 
el que se sienta más cómodo. Los invitamos cualquiera que sienta que ha sido 

afectado por el alcoholismo o la adicción de otra persona. 

 For more information about al-anon 12 step programs. 
www.al-anon.org 

Para más información sobre los programas de 12 pasos de al-anon. 

Fastest Mammal in 
North America

by Dave Manning

Many years ago when I 
was hiking in Buenos Ai-

res National Wildlife Refuge, I 
saw some movement far across 
the rippling grassland. I pulled 
out my binocular and focused 
in. Could it be? Yes, Prong-
horn, seven of them promenad-
ing single file up onto a little 
knoll.

Although I’d heard this 
fleet-footed mammal had been 
reintroduced on this Refuge af-
ter disappearing from southern 

Arizona in the early 1900’s, I’d 
never seen one. Even from this 
distance, their picturesquely 
patterned tan and white color 
and overall grace captivated 
my attention. They continued 
their slow walk over the hill-
ock, out of sight—and that was 
that.

A few years later, I drove out 
to the Refuge Visitor Center 
to check out their displays and 
books and then take a walk. It’s 
one of those delightfully sun-
ny March days, so common on 
the Refuge, with mostly unob-
structed grassland views. Hav-
ing turned off Highway 286 

onto the Entrance Road leading 
to the Visitor Center, my eyes 
are stopped by, yes, anoth-
er herd of Pronghorn! Pulling 
over to the roadside, I watch 
them munching away, occa-
sionally looking towards me as 
they slowly graze along, their 

prominent white rump patch-
es reflecting back in the bright 
sun. 

I begin taking pictures out the 
window. They don’t dash off—I 
guess they’ve become accus-
tomed to gawking humans in 
this area. If I’d been a roam-



Connection                                                                                                        Page 11

Chad Denson
Chad@tucsoncpa.com

(520) 790.2738
(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.

Tucson, AZ 85730
DAVID OASEDAVID OASE C.P.A.C.P.A.
A Professional CorporationA Professional Corporation
www.tucsoncpa.comwww.tucsoncpa.com

Subscribe to Connection!

Get Connection delivered to you ev-
ery month.  For only $20, you get a 
year’s worth of Southern Arizona’s 
Open Forum Community Newsa-

paper.
Send check made out to:

 “Connection” to PO Box 203, Ari-
vaca, AZ 85601

Name:______________________

Address:____________________

____________________________

____________________________

Arivaca.com
YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!

Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado, 
Altar Valley and Elephant 
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

ing cougar, I’m sure a quite 
different scenario would have 
ensued. To my delight all nine-
teen of them eventually cross 
the road about 30 yards in front 
of me! What a treat and what 
gorgeous animals! Continuing 
to browse together, they finally 
distanced themselves from me.

In my studies I’ve learned they 
are the fastest mammal in North 
America, able to run more than 
40 mph and jump 20 feet in a 
single bound. Pronghorn (also 
called Pronghorn Antelope) are 
native to the prairies, grazing 
in small herds in open terrain, 
exactly like where I saw them. 
They don’t attempt to hide, 
using their keen eyesight and 
great running speed to evade 
predators. The Refuge has been 
removing fences since Prong-
horn don’t like jumping over 
them. Mainly diurnal (daytime) 
animals, they like to hang out 
in small bands. Both sexes have 
horns, females being shorter or 
not at all, which are shed after 
the breeding season.

I’m told there are currently 
about twenty-five Pronghorn 
on the Refuge with plans to in-
troduce more. I’m eagerly an-
ticipating a future experience 
with these extraordinary mam-
mals.

Arivaca Dancehall Update

By Emily Bishton and Conrad 
Uno

We’re delighted to report that 
the finish line for the dancehall 
restoration project can be seen 
on the horizon!  Completion 
is still a few months off, but 
there have been some tremen-
dous steps forward this year on 
the dancehall building’s floors, 
electrical system, and most re-
cently the repair and painting 
of its interior ceiling and walls.  
Also, a fire pit, gathering circle, 
and garden have been created.  
Still to come: stage curtains 
and window drapes, historic 
maps and photos on the walls, 
a cool office/lounge area in the 
garage building, restrooms in 
the little blue building which 

Photo by Emily Bishton.

will feature a mural filled with 
native plants and butterflies.

We are also really happy that 
since the very start of the proj-
ect, most all the work has been 
done by local people, with over 
25 Arivaca-based individuals 
involved so far (including us).  
The whole project has been an 
adventure with a lot of surpris-
es- including thinking that we’d 
be back to “semi retired” life 
by now- but we never could’ve 
gotten this far without all their 
stellar work, good cheer, and 
great ideas.  And because we 
want to continue hearing ideas 
from all community members, 
we’re hosting anoth-
er Dancehall Open 
House on Saturday 
June 4th from 10am-
1pm, for folks to see 
everything that’s com-
pleted so far.  Hope to 
see you there!
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Un-Classifieds

FREE NON-
L E T H A L 
R AT T L E S N A K E 
REMOVAL and 
relocating to an area 
away from your home. 
Protect your loved 
ones and our wildlife. 
Call R.D. Ayers (520) 
820-2947
A C C E P T I N G 
D O N A T I O N S !  
Arivaca Helping 
Hearts is accepting 

donations for the 
year!  As a 501(c)3, 
your donation is tax 
deductible.  So if you 
need help or if you 
can help, please give 
us a call! See ad on 
page 3.

Meetings & ActivitiesMeetings & Activities
SATURDAYS

Every Sat - 8:00 - 11:00am: 
Farmers’ Market.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Mens'' 
meeting - Tubac Community 
Center - Noon.

1st Sat - 9am - Human 
Resources Rummage Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca 
Water Coop meet at town water 
yard (Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, 
and Dec)

SUNDAYS:

3/13/22 Comparison of 
Buddhist, Hindu & Muslim 
literature, poetry and art 
Special Arizona Humanities 
Grant presentation. Tubac 
Buddhist Meditation 
Center. 2247 East Frontage 
Road, Tubac. Email 
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@
gmail.com.

8:30–10:00am -Tubac Buddhist 
Meditation Center. 2247 East 
Frontage Road, Tubac. Email 
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@
gmail.com for Zoom link

9:30-10:30am - Heat Yoga 
(Comm Garden Yoga Greenhouse) 
Call Glo at - 520-400-9608

2nd - 4pm. Arivaca Action 
Center - Board mtgs. 15925 
W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.
com

MONDAYS:

Alcoholics Anonymous - Tubac 
Community Center - 5pm.

First Monday: - Arivaca 
Community Center board 
meeting - 5:30pm - at the 
community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old 

Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings ACC
2nd Mon - 5:00pm - Ariv. 
Fire Dist. Auxilary - at the Fire 
House

Last Monday - Arivaca Area 
Health Services - 4pm - meeting 
at the Arivaca Action Center.

TUESDAYS: 

Alcoholics Anonymous - 
Womens' meeting - Tubac 
Community Center - 7pm

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca Fire 
District board mtg @ Fire House   
www.arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Tubac 
Community Center - 5pm.

2nd Weds. -3pm  -Human 
Resource Board Meeting. - Call 
for location. Public invted.

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca 
Library Book Club call 594-5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 
Arivaca Action Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

6pm - weekly Al-Anon Meeting - 
Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Thurs - 1 pm - Friends of 
the Arivaca Schoolhouse Board 
meeting - Arivaca Schoolhouse. 
520-237-8770

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm 
Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of 
the Arivaca Library - Board 
Meeting 


