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The first Arizonan to be in-
ducted into the National 

Cowboy Hall of Fame in Okla-
homa City was Arivaca's own 
Ramón Ahumada.  Although 
he had no children of his own, 
a generation of young men, too 
numerous to mention, proudly 
bore the name of Ramón, Ray 
or Raymond, in honor of the 
gentleman who managed the 
Arivaca Ranch for almost forty 
years.

Ramón Ahumada was born 
in Batuc in the Altar District 
of Sonora in 1868, the son of 
Jose Ahumada.  His uncle, Jose 
Vega, was mayordomo on the 
Arivaca Ranch in its earliest 
years. That was when it was 
called Las Ruinas Ranch and 
was owned by Noah W Ber-
nard and John Bogan.  Vega 
brought Ramón to Arivaca 
when he was just a young boy, 
and raised him to follow in 
his footsteps. Ramon became 
mayordomo before he was 21 
years old. When the Arivaca 
Land and Cattle Company was 
incorporated by Noah C. Ber-
nard, John Bogan, George Pus-
ch, John Zellweger and Ramón 
Ahumada, the principals were 
blessed with business savvy, 
personality, ambition, and in 
the case of  Ahumada, the abil-
ity to manage cattle on a large 
scale.  Thus the company was 
able to expand until it was one 
of the biggest operations in 

Southern Arizona. 

In those days there were few 
fences and cattle roamed at 
will. As Phil Clarke said, "Cat-
tle roamed from hell to break-
fast before barbed wire came 
into general use.  The cattle 
were wild and so were the cow-
boys." The annual roundup was 
a community affair in which all 
the ranchers and cowboys gath-
ered the cattle, separated and 
branded the calves. According 
to an extensive article in the 
Arizona Cattlelog, Ramón was 
frequently chosen to boss these 
roundups, because of his abil-
ity to manage cattle and men 
as well.  "Sometimes as many 
as 5,000 cattle would be sort-
ed in one day, with a crew of 
from 70 to 80 men. Ahumada 
would break his crew down 
into four wagons, assigning 
one group to work certain val-
leys of the Baboquivari foot-
hills, another towards the east 
in the Atascosas, and so on, 
covering an up-country sweep 
40 miles wide over countless 
hills, arroyos, flats and moun-
tains. As the sorted and gath-
ered bunches were driven in 
to the day's campsite, the con-
fusion to almost everybody 
would seem complete.  But 
as the sun went down, order 
would gradually emerge, the 
calves being driven off in one 
direction, various bunches of 
2 and 3-year old steers being 



Helping Ease

Arivacans’ Rough Times

Arivaca Helping Hearts
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for archived issues and more!

merged into one driving herd, 
the mother cows, minus their 
calves, trailing off for their 
more familiar ranges, and other 
bunches going off under a little 
guidance from the cowboys to 
just where their owners wanted 
them.  Old-timers still marvel 
at Ahumada's timing....  Ahu-
mada had a knack for handling 
men, assigning jobs to the var-
ious owners and cowboys alike 
with such courteous tact that 
they seldom realized they were 
being 'bossed.'" Phil Clarke, 
who, along with Jack McVey, 
Luis Romero and probably 
many others, looked upon 
Ramón as his mentor, said that 
"Ramón was a genius at orga-
nization.  Every man was as-
signed to a job, which included 
roping, branding, cutting out 
the strays, wrangling the remu-
da and collecting the beef herd.  
It looked like all dust and con-
fusion, but Ramón's men got 
the job done."

"The knowledge displayed by 
Ahumada in the identification 
of cattle brands was regarded 
as little short of marvelous by 
cattlemen and cattle inspec-
tors. The man had an uncanny 
instinct for correctly tracing a 
badly blurred brand, an instinct 
that was of inestimable value 
to owners and inspectors when 
the mystery of an animal's 
marking required unraveling.  
He knew all the brands of the 
southwest range and would 
frequently sit at the elbow of a 
cattle inspector correctly iden-
tifying brands when there were 
as many as 40 or 50 different 
marks on a mixed herd of live-
stock.  His identification in this 

respect was never questioned." 
(Tucson Citizen, 1/13/26)

"Like most Mexican vaqueros, 
Ramón Ahumada's horseman-
ship was superb.  He rode with 
that easy grace and effortless 
dash which somehow inspires 
an alert horse to extra effort.  
And he frequently rode the 
same horse all day.  The Tex-
ans who had 'invaded' the Altar 
Valley after 1914 or so, would 
express their disapproval of 
riding the same horse 60 or 80 
miles in one day when others 
were available, But Ahuma-
da and his Mexican cowboys' 
horsemanship, compared with 
the stiffly erect, somewhat 
strained, I-am-the-boss Texas 
style, left each Arivaca man's 
horse fresher after a day's work 
than those used by the Tejanos, 
relay fashion." (Arizona Cat-
tlelog)

The Arivaca Ranch horses 
were of excellent stock, Stan-
dardbred-Thoroughbred cross-
es, imported from out of state.  
Ramón knew them all by name, 
and was responsible for train-
ing them so that they could be 
used on the ranch or sold to be 
polo ponies.  

Ramón was married to the 
beautiful Virginia Zepeda, a 
member of the Moraga family, 
whose ancestors had included 
the co-founder of San Francis-
co and the captain of the Pre-
sidio at Tucson during Spanish 
times. She was the great-aunt 
of baseball pitcher Alex Kell-
ner.  She died in Tucson in 
1954 at the age of 86.

Everyone seemed to have a sto-

ry to tell about Ramón.  Fred 
Noon was always impressed 
with his silver mounted sad-
dle and bridle, which was once 
prominently displayed in the 
window of a store in Tucson 
and now reposes in the Arizo-
na Historical Society Museum.    

One possibly apocryphal story 
said that when Gabriel Angulo 
praised this set, Ramón gave 
it to him, but perhaps this was 
only an illustration of his 

Arivaca Yesterdays continued on 
p. 5 ...



Connection                                                                                                       Page 4

Borderland 's Unitarian UniversalistBorderland 's Unitarian Universalist

Siding With Love

Please visit us online at
www.borderlandsuu.org

 for information and online
worship.

Stress-Reducing Modalities

Morontia Counseling
with Dr. Marayeh Cunningham, Ph.D.
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       520.398.3970
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Arivaca Film Exhibition 
Update

by Bart Santello

I would like to provide a com-
munity update on the future 

of the Arivaca Film Exhibi-
tion.  For the past two years the 
COVID-19 pandemic has made 
screening films in the enclosed 
space of the Arivaca Commu-
nity Center risky for the health 
of attendees.  This past Decem-
ber (2021), when planning for 
the March 2022 film event was 
underway, the Omicron variant 
of the virus was rising rapid-
ly throughout the country and 
it thus it didn’t make sense to 
plan for something that more 
than likely would have to be 
cancelled.  An alternate plan 
was considered to hold an out-
door film screening in the ten-
nis courts in late April when 

the nights warmed up a bit, but 
a job I was working on during 
the first quarter of the year took 
up too much of my time and in-
volved travel which made plan-
ning for an outdoor screening 
and setting a date impossible.

Looking to the future a restart 
is in order and the Arivaca Film 
Exhibition will return to first 
weekend of next March (2023).  
Arizona filmmakers who con-
tribute most of the content for 
our event have been getting 
back to making films and doc-
umentaries.  Thus, a program of 
films is already coming togeth-
er at this early stage.  

We will keep the format of lo-
cal short films on Friday night; 
documentaries Saturday after-
noon, followed by a potluck 
dinner.  And possibly schedule 
some live entertainment at the 

Dear Connection Readers,

All good things must 
come to an end, and 

we’d like to announce the 
end of Connection Newspa-
per in its current iteration. 
As people modernize and 
move away from print me-
dia, we are happy to con-
tinue getting the word out 
about Arivaca on our Face-
book page, our online ar-
chives and in forums such 
as the Facebook group Ari-
vaca Community Billboard.

It has been a great experi-
ence publishing Connection 
after Maggie all these years, 
and we are forever grate-
ful to our contributors, ad-
vertisers, and readers. You 
made Connection what it is 
for almost four decades.

FRIENDS OF THE ARI-
VACA LIBRARY

ANNUAL MEETING 
9/24/22

All Arivacans are invited to 
attend the Annual Meeting 

of the Friends of the Arivaca Li-
brary, to be held at the Library 
on Saturday, September 24, 2022 
from 2pm - 4pm. Join us in the 
patio garden for dedication of the 
new Children’s Garden in honor 
of our beloved local author, Byrd 
Baylor, meet members of the new 
Arivaca Teen Advisory Board, 
and share in delicious food, en-
tertainment, and surprises. 

The Annual Meeting is also a 
time to join or renew your mem-
bership in Friends of the Library. 
Membership is $15/year (Oct 1 - 
Sept 30). If you are not able to 
attend the meeting Membership 
checks can be mailed to Friends 
of the Arivaca Library, PO Box 
424, Arivaca AZ 85601.



17388 W. 3rd St., Arivaca, AZ 85601
www.uchcaz.org    520-407-5500

United Community 
Health Center

Providing Quality Healthcare Since 1983

Arivaca
SERVICES:
    -Primary Care
    -Women’s Health 
        -Schedule an appointment with Lisa Kiser,               
         Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner
    -Enrollment Services
    -Mail Delivery Pharmacy 
        -Service provided by Avita Pharmacy located     
          at our main campus in Green Valley!
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La Gitana following the potluck 
that Saturday night.  

In addition to the annual Ariva-
ca Film Exhibition, new ideas 
are being considered to hold 
‘one-off’ film screening event 
in Arivaca.   The renovation of 
the Dance Hall downtown by 
Emily Bishton and Conrad Uno 
presents an opportunity to hold 
special films events at their lo-
cation.  The idea is to have a 
single film screening in this in-
timate setting by an area direc-
tor followed by a Q&A.  

Another Idea I am consider-
ing is creating an event twice a 
year called ‘Secret Cinema’ and 
have engaged Emily and Uno in 
preliminary discussions to hold 

this special event at the Dance 
Hall.   This is where I would 
plan to screen exceptional artis-
tic films that most people have 
never seen.  The title of a film 
screened at the ‘Secret Cinema’ 
would not be disclosed before-
hand.  The potential audience 
will have to trust that the film 
they are going to see will be 
worthwhile.  Therefore, if the 
film selection meets expecta-
tion, word-of-mouth about ‘Se-
cret Cinema’ will build the au-
dience over time.

The other idea being considered 
is a night screening on the tennis 
courts in May/June (2023). This 
outdoor film screening film be 
a single feature film by an in-
dependent filmmaker.  These 

films would be for a younger 
audience with themes that in-
clude action/adventure, Sci-
Fi and cult films.   Just like a 
drive-in theater the films would 
be fun, less sophisticated, yet 
entertaining.   

That’s a quick update on the fu-
ture of the Arivaca Film Exhi-
bition!   Keep an eye-out begin-
ning this fall for an upcoming 
film event and more planning 
news for next March’s main 
event.   Follow us on Facebook 
at: https://www.facebook.com/
arivacafilmfestival   Thanks, 
Bart

fabled generosity. 

Phil Clarke admired his abil-
ity to talk his way out of bad 
situations, telling how he once 
mediated a difficult encounter 
with some Yaqui Indians who 
had been found butchering a 
company calf.  Not sure of his 
welcome, and noting a number 
of Yaquis in the trees surround-
ing the illegal activity, Ramon 
went down to have a talk.  A 
few minutes later they had 
given him the loin, but he had 
left the Yaquis with dinner and 
enough jerky to keep going. 
No one shot him in the back 
and they even left the hide so 
it could be counted, as he had 
requested.

As Ramón Ahumada  had lived 
by the horse, so he died.  Luis 
Romero, Arivaca Ranch cow-
boy who was as close to Ramón 
as a son, told of an accident, 
the results of which eventual-

ly claimed his life.  They were 
riding in the Jalisco country 
near Clifford Well when Luis' 
horse threw him.  Ramón roped 
it, using his 60 foot reata,  but 
in the process was thrown off 
his own horse and hit his head 
on a rock.  Six months later, he 
had apparently recovered from 
this accident when he sudden-
ly became ill and was taken to 
Tucson to the hospital.  The 
Spanish language paper report-
ed daily on his progress, but 
sadly he succumbed, an un-
timely death at the age of 56 
on January 13, 1926.  Not for-
gotten, however, so that when 
the National Cowboy Hall of 
Fame was created in 1958, 
Ramón Ahumada's name was 
enthusiastically submitted with 
the first group of inductees.  
And I'm sure that somewhere 
in Southern Arizona, someone 
sang a corrido in honor of Ari-
vaca's most famous vaquero.

References:  

Arizona Cattlelog cover arti-
cle, Jan. 1958; "The Old West 
Disappeared," interview with 
Phil Clarke in a Tucson Citizen 
article commemorating Arizo-
na statehood, 2/14/1962;  Old 
California Cowboys by Dane 
Coolidge; obituaries in El 
Tucsonense and Arizona Dai-
ly Star, 1/14/26; Fred Noon's 
notes; Thanks to John Kellner, 
nephew of Virginia;  Bob Teso, 
grandson of Luis Romero and 
mayor of South Tucson; Oscar 
Morales of the Moraga family, 
and Jerri Stone at the National 
Cowboy Hall of Fame, Center 
for the Study of the Western 
Experience Research Center, 
Oklahoma City, OK.

... Arivaca Yesterdays continued 
from p. 3
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      An Arizona Humanities grant recipient


                Sundays 8:30am— 10:00am 
      2247 Frontage Road #2 Tubac, AZ  85646 
www.tubacbuddhistmeditation.org for Zoom link

www.facebook.com/tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter                 

The mission of Arizona Humanities is to build a just and civil  
society by creating opportunities to explore our shared  
human experiences through discussion, learning and reßection

Al-Anon Meeting 
Reunión de Al-Anon

Thursday - 6pm - El Jueves 
Arivaca Old School House 

17180 W. Fourth St., Arivaca 
This is a bilingual Al-Anon meeting. 

Esta es una reunión bilingüe de Al-Anon. 

There will not be translation, and you are welcome and encouraged to share and read 
in the language you are most comfortable with.  Anyone who feels they have been 

affected by someone else's drinking or addiction is welcome. 

No habrá traducción, y lo invitamos y lo alentamos a compartir y leer en el idioma con 
el que se sienta más cómodo. Los invitamos cualquiera que sienta que ha sido 

afectado por el alcoholismo o la adicción de otra persona. 

 For more information about al-anon 12 step programs. 
www.al-anon.org 

Para más información sobre los programas de 12 pasos de al-anon. 

Edward E. Richardson

1926  -  2022

Ed passed away on July 2, 2022, 
after a long illness.

He was born in Burlington, VT July 
31, 1926, the son of the late Rich-
ard Richardson and Florence Bar-
low Richardson.  He is also preced-
ed in death by his first wife Jeanne 
Whynot Richardson, and son James 
Lee Richardson.

He is survived by wife Linda Crulo 
Richardson,  son Edward Richard-
son, MaryAnn, grand daughter Em-
ily Richardson Lorenzetti, Dan, and 
great grand children Ella and Dan-
ny.  Daughter Patti Larsen, Miguel.  
Brothers Richard Richardson, and 
Robert Richardson. Also numerous 
nieces and nephews.

While spending most of his work-
ing life in the construction trade in 
or around the East Coast, he was a 
long time member of the Arivaca 
Community.

Ed also was a WII veteran. He 
joined the Navy at 17 years of age, 
and served on the USS Birmingham 
and a radio operator 

Arivaca Coordinating Counsel/
Human Resource Group is 

excited to open a cooling station in 
our community.  The cooling sta-
tion will be open on weekdays that 
are above 100 degrees per NOAA.  
Ellen Dursema and Allyson Porter 
are coordinating the cooling sta-
tion, if you would like to volunteer 
please call the office or stop by.  

 HR is also in need of kitchen vol-
unteers, those that wish to volun-
teer can stop by Human Resources 
(HR).   The need is for kitchen as-
sistant staff as well as lead cooks.  
It is a planned menu and can be 
geared for what you like to cook.  
Our need is on Wednesdays, Fri-
days, and fill in help.  The kitch-
en helpers make salad; help with 
plating, and dishes. A free lunch 
will be available on the days you 
volunteer and you will make new 
friends and meet those in the com-
munity.  

Arivaca Human Resource is still 
accepting donations for food for 
our Foodbank.  The donated food 
goes in the pantry and is given out 
to those that are in need.  HR’s 
Foodbank feeds roughly 40 house-
holds a month in our community 
with growing numbers.  The HR 
Foodbank is open Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 AM until 3:00 

PM and Friday from 8:00 AM to 
1:00 PM. 

Arivaca Human Resource also 
helps our community with En-
ergy assistance as well as other 
funding, if available.  We can help 
you find programs that will meet 
your needs for assistance as well.  
Our goal is to help our commu-
nity gain access to programs and 
nutrition.  We also offer a clothing 
store where most items are $0.50.  
We have men’s, women’s, as well 
as children’s clothing available as 
well as books and some linens.  

We want to acknowledge the loss 
of Mike Marden.  He was a board 
member, as well as the kitchen 
manager for close to 25 years.  He 
did all of the yard sales here at HR 
as well as cooking one day a week.  

Mike will be greatly missed by us 
as well as the community.  

A big thank you to Rick and Ei-
leen for all of their hard work.  
Also a thank you to Lana Ostrom 
for pitching in as kitchen manag-
er in the wake of the loss of Mike.  
In addition, a great big thank you 
goes out to all of the volunteers 
that do such important work here 
at HR.  

Arivaca Human Resource would 
like to invite the community to 
look at our website Arivacahr.com 
where we have our services listed 
as well as a calendar of events.  If 
you have, any questions about our 
programs please feel free to email 
us at arivacahr@gmail.com, tele-
phone us at 520-398-2771, or just 
stop in to see us.



Two Squirrelly Characters

by David Manning

Is the summer heat getting to 
you? You might consider a trip 

up to world-famous Madera Can-
yon where it will be a bit cooler. 
While there you will have a good 
chance of seeing a couple of my 
favorite squirrels, the most notice-
able ones in our general locale—the 
Rock Squirrel and the Arizona Gray 
Squirrel. 

Both these squirrels have one thing 
in common: they “freeze” when 
sensing danger. I discovered both of 
them on a walk along Madera Can-
yon Creek one lovely afternoon.  A 
Rock Squirrel remained complete-

In places where it lives 
closer to humans, like 
at Audubon House in 
Patagonia, the Arizona 
Gray Squirrel is tamer, 
where bird feeders at-
tract them out of trees 
where they nest. Fe-
males produce only one 
litter each year whereas 
Rock Squirrels some-
times have two.

Whenever you spot 
one of these two squirrels, wheth-
er in Madera Canyon or elsewhere, 

ly motionless for several minutes, 
watching me watching it as I took 
some pictures.  Preferring this type 
of rocky terrain, these rodents are 
gifted diggers that have a mottled 
gray appearance and very bushy 
tails, active only by day and nesting 
in underground burrows. Although 
more at home on the ground, they 
will also climb trees to feed on ber-
ries and seeds. I’ve also spotted this 
critter closer to home, along Ariva-
ca Creek.

The Arizona Gray Squirrel also pre-
fers canyons, inhabiting streams 
with trees such as sycamores and 
oaks. This attractive squirrel, gray 
above and white below, also with 
bushy tail and about the same size 
as the Rock Squirrel, has keen 
eyesight and hearing and it too of-
ten freezes, clinging to a trunk or 
branch until an intruder passes. 
That’s exactly what one did as I 
strolled along Madera Creek—it re-
mained completely still until I was 
some distance away. A little later I 
spotted another one taking a drink 
from the creek, as this photo shows.

they’ll often become statuelike. 
Take a moment to be quiet and med-
itate with these delightful animals.
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Around ArivAcA
Arivaca Early Learning 

Center

Submitted by Miss Nathalie

Hello good people!  It is time 
to start school again, and we 

are so excited! 

Our annual theme has to do 
with rainbows, and our book of 
the year is called “The Hidden 
Rainbow,” by Christie Mathe-
son.  A big, huge thank you to the 
Friends of the Arivaca Library 
for purchasing a book for each 
child and also for each class-
room.  The book will help teach 
us about plants, gardens, colors, 
numbers, and working together.

Each day there will be a focus on 
language, math, science, art, dra-
matic play, building and more!  

But each day there will be some-
thing very special.  For instance, 
we will begin with self-portraits, 
and identifying the people in our 
families.  We will learn about our 
community and the places and 
people who live in Arivaca.  We 
will move on to study the des-
erts, mountains, and plateaus of 
our state.  And we will get more 
and more curious and keep learn-
ing about our world and all that 
is in it.  We will have Rhyme 
Time, write stories, have Eye 
Spy games inside and outside, 

and we will make volcanoes and 
learn about lines…oh, the possi-
bilities are endless!  Just like a 
rainbow! 

Our first day of school is Monday, 
Aug. 8.  Our daily schedule will 
be 7:15-3pm, Monday-Thursday.  
Pre-registrations will be held the 
week of August 1-5.  Please call 
520-398-2190 to schedule your 
appointment to complete paper-
work.  There will be a manda-
tory parent/guardian meeting on 
Wednesday, Aug. 3 (10 am) at 
the Action Center to go over the 
2022-23 handbook.  Please mark 
your calendars.

Hoping that the rains will help 
us out, with clouds, sun, rain and 
rainbows…we will have flowers 
growing in our garden beds and 
pots (thanks to the Arivaca Merc 
and community for helping us 
with this)!  We aim to have ev-
ery color of the rainbow in our 
gardens.  Does anyone have blue 
flowers to share?

Happy August to you all!  Stay 
tuned for more from our Early 
Learning Center next month.

Arivaca Coordinating Coun-
cil/Human Resource Group 

Inc. is ending our Fiscal year.  We 
have seen success and continued 
struggles in our community.  We 
want to let the members of the 
communities of Arivaca, Ama-
do, Arivaca Junction, and Sasa-
be know that we will continue to 
bring food and services to you.  
However, we need your help in 
the form of volunteers for our 
many programs.  We also want 
to hear from you, the communi-
ty; we have some general survey 
questionnaires at the office if you 
would stop by and fill one out.  It 
would be greatly appreciated.  We 
will also be delivering the sur-
veys to our members who receive 
meals to get their feedback.  You 
can also help by volunteering in 
the kitchen for a few hours once a 
week,  in the morning to help prep 
meals, or to drive to Green Val-
ley two or three times a month in 
HR’s van on Tuesdays to pick up 
food from the Green Valley Food 
Bank.  The driver would take one 
of our vans to the Green Valley 
Food Bank around 8:30 AM and 
pick up items and come back to 
the office, we furnish the gas as 
well as the vehicle. The kitchen 
work is rewarding; you would be 
making salad and putting the hot 
food boxes together from rough-
ly 9am until 11am.  We especial-

ly need volunteers in the kitchen 
on Wednesday and Friday.  We 
would also like to hear from you 
as to the programs you would 
like to see in our community.  
Arivaca Human Resource is also 
looking for volunteer monitors 
for an exciting new program.  We 
have teamed up with A Gathering 
Space to bring a bit of relief to 
those in our community that need 
to get out of the heat.  Once we 
have some monitors lined up, we 
will get more information out to 
the community.  Our contact in-
formation is as follows: Phone 
520-398-2771, email arivacahr@
gmail.com, or reach out to any 
of our Board members or office 
staff.  The Board of Directors: 
Rick and Eileen Vogel, Lea An-
spach, Frank Grieco, Michael 
Marden, Linda Richardson, Jodi 
Ohlson, David Keller, Ellen 
Dursema, and Judy Silvernail.  
Office staff are Teresa McRill or 
Ken Burns we are all available 
to help you become a part of our 
great team. 

Arivaca Helping 
Hearts

17191 5th Street
Arivaca, AZ 85601

If you need any assistance, 
while we have a board 
member out on medical 
leave, please call:

JOHN at (914) 330-7808

Or

Mark at (520) 809-5310

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PATIENCE AND 
UNDERSTANDING.

Want to be a part of help-
ing others, care about our 

wonderful community and those 
that live in the  Arivaca, Sasabe, 
AZ and surrounding area?  If 
you live in the 85601 or 85633 
zip code,  volunteer with Ariva-
ca Helping Hearts and make a 
difference. 

Arivaca Helping Hearts Is taking 
applications for the following 
positions:

President, Secretary and addi-
tional board members.  All are 
welcome to apply.  Please con-
tact John Burke, Vice President, 
(Acting President), for any addi-
tional information

(914) 330-7808.  Applications 
may be picked up at the Arivaca 
Library starting on Monday June 
27th, 2022.
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Are Your

Vigas & Beams
Showing Weather Damage?

Protect Them With Beautiful
Copper Caps

QUICK CUSTOM METALS
1665 E 18th St, #101,  Tucson, AZ  85719

(520) 888-7313
www.quickcustom.com

Custom Made To Your
Specifications

GOING ABOUT OUR LIVES

We go through our days
with certain projects in mind

accomplishing our tasks
in our own particular ways,

never realizing we are being watched
by those we love,

by others who notice us
in the dining room, beauty shop, coffee shop,

by the mailboxes in the lobby,
never realizing that these others,

just naturally, are forming opinions of us
that they may or may not remember forever.

Margaret Ann Adams

FLAMES

Flames dance, rise, spin, twirl, intensify, grow, shoot, flare,
Blaze like they are alive.
Mesmerize and captivate me.
Then die out slowly, while embers remain.
Much like my love.

Keith Cliver

AGING

I still have reason to live.
I am busy every day

doing what I consider important.
 I write, I read, I walk the halls.

I meet friends,
We dig a little deeper
as we share our lives,

our thoughts, our memories
our could haves,

our should haves—
and as we congratulate ourselves

for jobs well done.

Margaret Ann Adams
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Tales from the Garden: 
Lovely Lizards

by Emily Bishton

Any “fly on the wall” in 
my home garden or at the 
dancehall garden might be 
startled by hearing my sud-
den squeal of delight when-
ever I see a lizard… and I 
know for sure that the liz-
ards are surprised and prob-
ably pretty frightened!  But 
I just can’t help it, because I 
love lizards.  

During my first autumn in 
Arivaca, I went out to my 
studio one morning and 
there on my screen door 
was a good-size Ornate Tree 
Lizard.  What a welcome! 
And the longer I’ve lived 
around here, the more 
species of lizards I get 
to see, and I wish I had 
more time right now to 
research more about them 
all.  It’s definitely one of 
the things on my “nature 
to-do list” for when the 
dancehall is complete!  In 
the meantime, I am greatly 
enjoying watching them 
scramble around on and 
under the downed logs 
and rocks in my gardens, 
pump their chest up and 
down like a body-builder, 
freeze perfectly still on a 
tree trunk, or dart across 
my path.  

In my years as a 
nature educator at 
Magnuson Park in 
Seattle, I was lucky 
enough to make a 
living leading kids 
and adults on na-
ture walks, camps, 
field trips, and 
classes through all 
parts of the park.  
This included 
Promontory Point, 
one of the only 
urban areas in the 
entire Puget Sound 
region where 
Northern Alligator 
Lizards still thrive.  One of 
the ways that these amazing 

lizards have adapted to the 
Pacific Northwest climate 
is that after mating, the fe-

Ornate Tree Lizard. Photo by Emily Bishton

Arivaca Coordinating 
Council/ Human Re-

source Group Inc. is getting 
ready for our new building, so 
in preparation of the construc-
tion we are reminding every-
one that we are NOT taking 
donations at this time.  It has 
been a long road to this new 
building but we are excited to 
see more progress.  

Arivaca HR was able to put 
on a great yard sale fundraiser 
for Jodi Austin and RD Ayers.  
Thank you to everyone that 
came and those that donat-
ed.  This community is con-
stantly giving to those who 
are in need and it is great to 
be a part of this community.  
Thank you again for all you 
do to help those around you.  

One person to cook for 70 
people!  Help arrived BUT 
HR needs people to help in the 
Kitchen!    We need helpers as 
well as a few cooks.  You can 
volunteer for a weekly or just 
on our on call list.   Some of 
our positions can be done sit-
ting at the table, and lunch is 
included.  The hours are 8:30 
AM until roughly 11 AM.  
PLEASE come by the office 
and Join us as a volunteer.  

The next Board of Directors 
meeting is September 14, 
2022 at 3:00 PM.  It is open to 
the public and held at the Ari-
vaca Historic Hotel.  Please 
join us and let us know how 
we can help.
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Chad Denson
Chad@tucsoncpa.com

(520) 790.2738
(520) 747.0447 (Fax)
7802 E. Escalante Rd.

Tucson, AZ 85730
DAVID OASEDAVID OASE C.P.A.C.P.A.
A Professional CorporationA Professional Corporation
www.tucsoncpa.comwww.tucsoncpa.com

Arivaca.com
YOUR non-profit local cooperative high speed internet!

Serving:
Arivaca, Moyza, Amado, 
Altar Valley and Elephant 
Head

(520)261-2411 www.arivaca.com

Sonoran Spotted Whiptail. Photo by Emily Bishton.

males incubate and hatch 
their eggs inside their body 
in order to keep them warm 
during the cool, wet spring 
and early summer!  Some-
time in August or early Sep-
tember, the young crawl out 
of their mother’s body for 
the first time to go off on 
their own.

Keep your eyes open for a 
new article with more de-
tails on Arivaca’s lovely 
lizards next year, but in the 
meantime feast your eyes 
on these fun photos!  For 
even more pics and videos, 
visit ebishton.blogspot.com 
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Un-Classifieds

FREE NON-LETHAL 
R A T T L E S N A K E 
REMOVAL and relocating 
to an area away from your 
home. Protect your loved 
ones and our wildlife. Call 
R.D. Ayers (520) 820-
2947
A C C E P T I N G 
DONATIONS!  Arivaca 
Helping Hearts is 
accepting donations for 
the year!  As a 501(c)3, 
your donation is tax 
deductible.  So if you need 

help or if you can help, 
please give us a call! See 
ad on page 3.
WANTED: CAST IRON 
WOOD COOK STOVE 
with 4 or 6 burners. Green 
Valley. Call (520) 425-
6522.

Meetings & ActivitiesMeetings & Activities
SATURDAYS

Every Sat - 8:00 - 11:00am: 
Farmers’ Market.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
- Mens'' meeting - Tubac 
Community Center - Noon.

1st Sat - 9am - Human 
Resources Rummage Sale 

1st Sat - 8:30am - Arivaca 
Water Coop meet at town 
water yard (Feb, April, June, 
Aug, Oct, and Dec)

SUNDAYS:

8:30–10:00am -Tubac 
Buddhist Meditation 
Center. 2247 East Frontage 
Road, Tubac. Email 
tubacbuddhistmeditationcenter@
gmail.com for Zoom link

9:30-10:30am - Heat 
Yoga (Comm Garden Yoga 
Greenhouse) Call Glo at - 520-
400-9608

2nd - 4pm. Arivaca Action 
Center - Board mtgs. 15925 
W. Universal Ranch Rd, 
arivacaactioncenterinc@gmail.
com

MONDAYS:

Alcoholics Anonymous - 
Tubac Community Center - 
5pm.

First Monday: - Arivaca 
Community Center board 
meeting - 5:30pm - at the 
community center

3:30 pm - Gentle Yoga at Old 
Schoolhouse

Pickleball: m-w-f mornings 
ACC
2nd Mon - 5:00pm - Ariv. 
Fire Dist. Auxilary - at the Fire 

House

Last Monday - Arivaca 
Area Health Services - 4pm - 
meeting at the Arivaca Action 
Center.

TUESDAYS: 

Alcoholics Anonymous - 
Womens' meeting - Tubac 
Community Center - 7pm

3rd Tues - 2pm - Arivaca 
Fire District board mtg 
@ Fire House   www.
arivacafiredistrict.org 

WEDNESDAYS: 

Alcoholics Anonymous - 
Tubac Community Center - 
5pm.

2nd Weds. -3pm  -Human 
Resource Board Meeting. - Call 
for location. Public invted.

3rd Weds. 3:30pm  Arivaca 
Library Book Club call 594-
5239

Veteran's Forum Weds. 4:30 
Arivaca Action Center

THURSDAYS:  

3:30pm - Gentle Yoga  Old 
Schoolhouse

6pm - weekly Al-Anon Meeting 
- Old Schoolhouse.

3rd Thurs - 1 pm - Friends 
of the Arivaca Schoolhouse 
Board meeting - Arivaca 
Schoolhouse. 520-237-8770

FRIDAYS: 

1st & 3rd - AVF Bingo 6pm 
Arivaca Action Center 

3rd Fri- 1:30pm Friends of 
the Arivaca Library - Board 
Meeting 


